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R®- AT I ONS of voyages and travels have at all 
times, and in all ages, ſince the invention of letters, 
been favourably received by the public: but, perhaps, in 
no age ſo well as in the preſent; writings of this kind, 
more eſpecially in this iſland, being bought up with avi- 

dity and read with eagerneſs, not only by the learned and 
polite, but alſo by the rude and illiterate. The reaſon is 
evident. The age in which we live, has not unfrequent- 
ly been accuſed of frivolity and indolence. With what 
juſtice, it is not our buſineſs at preſent to determine. Its 
turn for experiment, however, and diſpoſition to enquire 
into facts is univerſally acknowledged: and indeed, may, 
perhaps, be partly deduced from the principle above- 
mentioned. Now every authentic and well-written book 
of voyages and travels is, in fact, a treatiſe of experi- 
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Fe mental | philoſophy: From theſe ſources natural hiſtory 


derives its moſt copious ſtreams : and the obſervations 


which, in compoſitions of this kind, every where occur 
on winds and ſeaſons, ſoils and climates, in ſhort, on the 
whole of what may be called All nature, are undoubtedly 
of the greateſt advantage to phyſical ſcience. With reſpect 


He: to moral philoſophy and metaphyſics, it may be ſufficient 
to mention the works of PAUW, RAYNAL, KAJMES, and 


ROBERTSON), to evince the utility of journals and deſcrip- 
tions of voyages in theſe and ſimilar reſearches. It is alſo 
worthy of obſervation, that it is the modern philoſophers 


chiefly, and the living inſtructors of our own times, who 
have moſtly had recourſe to theſe treaſures, as containing 


the beſt materials for the purpoſe of building their ſyſtems, 


or at leaſt, as being beft adapted to the e and con- 
firmation of their doctrines. 


Few, indeed, are the travellers, whoſe writings may be 


relied on as the pure ſources of truth, unadulterated with 


error, or undiſguiſed by wilful miſrepreſentation. But is 
the number of writers anſwering to this deſcription greater 


among thoſe who have collected and reported facts, avow- 


edly for the purpoſe of renderin g them ſubſervient to phi- 
loſophy ? Have not, on the contrary, the major part of 


_ theſe collectors greatly diſtorted and miſrepreſented the 


facts they have laid before the public, in conſequence of a 
previous attachment to favourite n Doubtleſs they 


have; - 


have; and it is therefore chiefly in the original writers of 


. itineraries and journ als, that the philoſopher looks for 


genuine truth and real obſer vation; as the authors of theſe 


for the moſt part have had neither philoſophical abilities, 
nor any other motive ſufficient to induce them to report 
theſe facts, otherwiſe than they have preſented nne 


to their notice. 


The author of the followin g journal, though a man of 


much real knowledge and genuine learning, diſcovers in 


every page of his book too little attachment to ſyſtem and 


hypotheſis, to be liable to any imputation of this ſort. 
Fired with the love of ſcience and of truth, he ſet out fof 
the deſert wilds of Africa, without. money, without friends, 


without intereſt of any kind, and was even obliged to 


labour for ſome time, before he could acquire wealth 


| enough to enable him to put his favor rite icheme 1 in exe- 


cution. In this reſpect, indeed, he may deſerve to be com- 


pared to our illuſtrious countryman, the preſent preſident 


of the Royal Society, whoſe zeal for the promotion of uſeful 


knowledge induced him, at nearly the fame age, though 
at a ſomewhat earlier period, to go on a much more dan- 
gerous and extenſive. expedition, than that which is the 


principal ſubject of the following ſheets, and to ſacrifice 
fortune, eaſe and health, in the cauſe of ſcience. | 


Indeed, | excluſively of the conſiderations above-men- 
Wan the Work itſelf in every page bears evident marks of 


that 
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. nne e / | 
that paſſionate regard for truth, which firſt inſpired the 
undertaking. In his deſcriptions of animals he is accurate 
in the higheſt degree; inſomuch that it is to be feared, 

So that ſome of his readers, who are not ſufficiently apprized | 

3 of their general utility, may think him tedious : but in 


deſtribing ſcenes and ſituations, whether partaking of the 
| ſublime, the beautiful, or the ridiculous, he i is no longer 


1 . an author, he is a painter: and, quitting his pen for the 
| 5 pencil, ſets every object before us in colours equally vivid 
j = 85 with thoſe of nature herſelf. Phy fician, naturaliſt, and 
| 1 Philoſopher, neither human manners, nor civil inſtitutions, 
| 2 neither rural economy, NOT the regulations of police, no- 


thin g, in fine, eſcapes the keenneſs of his obſervation. Never 
relying on the relations of others, except when it is impoſ- 
ſible for him to do otherwiſe, he ſees every thing with his 
8 own - eyes, and truſts only to the report of his own ſenſes : 
* . and at the ſame time knows perfectly well (which ; is never 


= the caſe with the ignorant traveller) both how to fee and 
N what to look for. 


Hence we have ſo many accurate de- 
ſcriptions and drawings of animals never before ſeen, or 


5 elſe ſtrangely miſrepreſented by his predeceſſors. 


In fact, the account given by him of the whole face = 
the country, may be conſidered, in a great meaſure, as 


new: though (beſides fuch navigators as have occaſionally 
touched at the Cape, from whom, indeed, much informa- 


tion 1 not poſſibly be * ſeveral others, the 
— 2 — * 


NN VI 
| chief of whom are KOLBE and DE LA CAILLE, have either 
reſided in this part of the world for ſeveral years, or made 

expeditions into the country previouſly to our author. It 

might appear invidious in us to expatiate on their demerits, 

or to enquire into the cauſes of their failure in their 
/ reſpective undertakings. We will therefore Tather con- 
fine ourſelves to that which i is the ſubject of the. followin g 5 
1 9 

our author, together with a bi pirit of obſervation. not 

ſeen: in every traveller, had, as we are informed by his 1 

friend Mr. GEORGE FoRs TER, admittance into the houſes 

of the firſt families at the Cape. This advantage he ſeems 

to have been very ſolicitous to turn to the beſt account; 

and to it we, perhaps, in a great meaſure, owe the an- 
nexed map of the country, which is certainly no ſmall 

acquiſition to geographical ſcience.— Before he had attained 
the ſtate of manhood, he had Prepared himſelf for an ex 
pedition of this nature, by a voyage which he made 

under his kinſman, the Chevalier EKEBERG ; and the 

Amenites Academica, publiſhed, under the inſpection of 

the great LINN AUs, exhibited. divers proofs that he had 

not made the voyage in vain. On his return to Up/a, he: © 

apphed to the ftudy of phyſic; but his attention was prin- 

cipally engroſſed by the ſcience of botany, which he pur- 

ſued with the greateſt ardour under its celebrated reſtorer, 8055 
and became one of his favourite diſciples. With an edu- 

cation 
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cation of this kind, which, it muſt be Suech Was the Non 
favourable that could Well have been imagined to ſuch'a 
. purpoſe, he ſet out for the Cape, at a time of life the beſt p 
adapted to:an enterprize of this nature, avowedly indeed to 
inſtruct the children of M. K ERSTE, the reſident at that 

place; but in reality, to ſearch for the works of the Creator 
in a part of the world hitherto ſcarcely known to naturaliſts. 
How he has ſucceeded, the reader muſt judge for himſelf. | 
But it was not this obſcure corner of the globe only that 
he was deſtined to illuſtrate. By the arrival of the RESO- 
LUTION and ADVENTURE at the Cape with Meſſrs. FORSTER, 
he had an opportunity offered him of extending his re- 
ſearches to an infinitely greater diſtance, and all nature now 
| lay open to his view. It was, perhaps, not more to the 
advancement of natural knowledge than to that of theſe 
gentlemen's reputations, that chance threw ſo great. a 5 
zoologiſt as Dr. SPARRMAN in their way at this critical 
N juncture; and it is to be hoped, that we ſhall one day be 
informed of the extent of our obligations to him on this 
ſcore. In the mean while, we muſt content ourſelves 
with the few ſpecimens he has given us in the Swediſh 
Tranſactions, in which he has inſerted, and ſtill continues. 


occaſionally to inſert, the various diſcgyeries he has made 


on the continent of Africa. 1 
Our author having, in December 1775, during his ab- 
{ence from his native country, been promoted to the degree 
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of doctor of phyſic, was on his return home made a mem- 
ber of the Royal Academy at Stockholm, and of ſeveral other 
learned ſocieties. After the death of the great entomologiſt 


Baron DE GEER, Who had engaged Dr. SPARRMAN to live 


with him at his houſe, the Baron having bequeathed his 


magnificent collection of natural curioſities to the Aca- 
demy, our author was made inſpector of it. He was 


| likewiſe inveſted by his royal maſter with the nominal dig- | 
nity of profeſſor of phyſic : and, on reſigning to his ſuc- 
Ceſſor the charge of preſident of the Academy of Sciences, | 


after having held it for the ſpace of three months, pro- 
nounced an oration © on the augmentation and adyantages 
which ſcience in general, and more particularly that of 
natural hiſtory, have acquired, and are farther likely to 

acquire, from exploring the Pacific Ocean.” Publiſhed at 

Stockholm in 1778. 


To this ſhort account of the author it may be neceſſary 


to add, that we have taken the liberty of reforming the 


orthography of moſt of the places mentioned in the courſe 
of the work, both with reſpect to the map and to the 
work itſelf : the author, whoſe purſuit was things and not 


words, having been careleſs in his language, and more 
eſpecially in his nomenclature, to a high degree: as like- 


wiſe that we have adopted moſt of the notes, together with 


the diviſions into chapters and ſections given in the German 
tranſlation, as rendering the followin g ſheets more intelli- 
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gible, and greatly relieving the attention of the reader. 

We alſo beg leave farther to obſerve, that this Engliſh. 

edition contains. the figures of three animals more than are 
to be found in the original: two of theſe, the Ratel and 
the Dwarf- mice, having been ſent to us by the author, a 

and the third, viz. the Leaf. inſect, having been copied 

from the Swediſh Tranſactions. Having mentioned theſe 
particulars, we will- no longer treſpaſs on the reader's time 

and patience, but leave this work, which, to uſe the words 

. of Mr. GEORGE FORSTER,. the author's friend and German 


editor, is adapted to every claſs of readers, in the hands of. 
its. beſt e and protector, the Public. 


7 


7 


INTRODUCTION. 


N the Bah of September I had occaſion to War of 
' making a voyage to the ſouthernmoſt promontory of 


Africa. What gave riſe to this deſign, Was the following 
. circumſtance. | 


The ingenious Captain EKXEBERG, who never neglects 


any opportunity of promoting the intereſts of ſcience, had, 


during a ſhort viſit he had made to the Cape of Good Hope, 


made it his buſineſs to obtain permiſſion to lend thither a 


— natural hiſtorian. 


But in order that is perſon, in the courſe of his 8 


ſearches after plants, inſects, and other objects of his 


inquiry, might not run the riſque of being conſidered as 
a ſpy on the country and its government, and at the ſame 
time that he might compaſs his- intentions with as little 
expence as poſſible, it was agreed that he ſhould inſtruct 
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the + inden of the Adem in 22 in geography 5 
French, and mathematics. . | 
MN. EKEBERG was no ſtranger to the turn I had for data 
hiſtory, having been acquainted with it in the courſe of a 
ior, Canton in China, which I had the happineſs to 
make under his command, in the years 1765 and 1766. 
He therefore had me in view when he WOUGBE: on this 
voyage to the Cape. 1 5 „„ 
I accepted this offer with the are pleaſure, | as I " 
long wiſhed for an opportunity of ſeeing diſtant parts of 
1 the world. Still, however, it depended entirely on the 
. 5 | ſpecial favour of the directors of the Royal Swediſh Eaſt- 


fi India Company, whether I could be allowed a paſſage. in 
ſome veſſel bound for the Cape and Canton. 


M. EXEBERG, therefore, mentioned my intended voyage 
to the board, as likely to be of ſervice to ſcience. From 
the conſideration of ſo ſpecious an object, I was flattered 
by theſe gentlemen with the greateſt hopes of ſucceſs in 


j | | „ application, till ſuch time as, in conformity to their 
1 ſtatutes, a written petition ſhould be preſented to them on 
| 5 . 7 this ſubject. 


| The late Archiater: LINNAUS, as zealous for the 
advancement of his favourite ſcience as he was deeply 
| (killed i in it, heard of this with peculiar pleaſure ; and, in 


his own name, —__ up a potion for the voyage to be 
made. e 7 


3 


J 0ST 100 
The directors well knowing, that a well-regulated com- 
merce as well as navigation in general, has its foundation 
in ſcience, -and at the ſame time receives light from it, 
while this, ,in return, derives. ſupport from, and owes its 
extenſion to the two former, not. only. conſented to what I 
requeſted, but likewiſe, in their goat kindneſs, exceeded 
my deſires. 
In fact, they entered that I ſhould have. my paſſage 
gratis from Gottenburgh to the Cape, together with every 
convenience, in one of. their ſhips, called the Ca/tle of 
Szockbolm, which, it was expected, would be ready to fail 
on the Chriſtmas following. The laſt- mentioned place 
was pitched upon, for the firſt ſtation to be reſorted to for 
the purpoſe of taking in refreſhments i in our way toChina.. 
Before I begin the journal of my travels, I muſt affure 
every gentleman of a hearty welcome, who. intends doing 
me the honour to accompany me in them by means of 
this paper-conveyance, provided he will deign to be pleaſed _ 


he 


with his entertainment. 


BARON FABIAN LoEvEN. | 
, Meffieurs PETER THEODORE KOENIG,. 
———— MarxTin HOLTERMAN. 
———— DAVID OF SANDEBERG. _ 
ons ABRAHAM GRILL. 
ICH MLM ERICSSON. 
CHARLES GoDbrRET KS ET. 


A man: 


A e R OD UC TIO N. | 
| A man who travels to a great diftance from home; can 
fl never meet with the objects of his reſearches in the order 
and arrangement that he himſelf would wiſh: how then | 
ſhould he be able to diſpoſe and arrange his travels upon 
Paper, agreeably to every one's peculiar taſte and liking ? ö 
For my ſtyle, which, in conſequence of my being unuſed 
| to compoſition, is ſometimes ſo, unequal, as well as un- 
| | 5 5 happy in point of expreſſion, that I have frequently been 
| _  difpleaſed with it myſelf, I have certainly need, more 
| than moſt authors, to entreat the reader's kind indulgence. 
| In fact, all my writing for theſe many years paſt, has 
| conſiſted chiefly in ſhort notes and memorandums, CK 
9 : - preſſed ſometimes in one language and ſometimes in 
ö . another, juſt as my occupations and the part of the 
4 world I'was in gave occaſion to) and ſometimes in many 
| languages blended together in one. From this medley I | 
. have now tranſlated and expreſſed in a more diffuſe ſtyle, 
= and in my native language, what I had formerly ſet down, 
- 8 in the manner above- mentioned, by way of memorandum 
| 1 only. And though I do this with pleaſure, conceiving 


it to be a duty I owe to my curious and ſpeculative coun- 
trymen, yet the performance of this taſk is by no means 
unattended with anxiety; inaſmuch as on account of the 
want of practice for many years, proceeding from my 
attention to affairs of greater importance, I do not find 


myſelf 
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myſelf able to come up to the reader's wiſhes in this par- 
ticular. 7 


| cipal article requiſite i in all compoſitions of this kind, VIZ. . 
for the truth of the occurrences. here related, it will be of. 
no avail, if at the ſame time I am conſidered as being un- 
ſucceſsful in the choice of my materials, in the variety and 
uncommonneſs of my adventures, and laſtly, in the ſtyle 


and manner in which they are preſented to the public. 
Indeed, it has been given me to underſtand, that from 
one, whom a reſtleſs ſpirit of curioſity has enticed from his 
native country, to follow the calls of deſtiny all round 
the globe, and more particularly through the land of the 


Hottentots and the wild and deſert regions of Africa, from 
ſuch a man accounts are expected of a moſt entertaining 
and wonderful import. Nor is this expectation abſolutely 


i- founded. Nature has preſented herſelf to me in various 


ſhapes, ever worthy of admiration, often enchanting, and 
ſometimes terrible, and clothed with horror. But at the 


ſame time I muſt appriſe the reader, that a great many 
prodigies and uncommon appearances, about which I have 
frequently been aſked by many, who have been brought - 
to entertain theſe conceits by peruſing the deſcriptions of 
others, are not to be found in my journal. Men with 
one leg, indeed, Gyclops, Syrens, Troglodytes, and the 


like imaginary Dh have almoſt — diſappeared 


3 in 1 


Nevertheleſs, though I can, | is myſelf for the prin- 
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in this enlightened. age. At the ſame time, however, 
many have been hitherto induced to give credit to tales 
almoſt as marvellous, with which authors, who have 


before me viſited and deſcribed the Hottentots, have ſea- 


ſoned their relations, in order to make them go down the 
better with the public. So that the reader muſt not be 


ſurprized to find my narrative frequently differ much from 


thoſe of various of my predeceſſors; and at the ſame time, 


I ſhall now and then be obliged to take up my own and 


His time with ſome very earneſt ſtrictures on what they 


have advanced. Otherwiſe, in fact, the public would have 
reaſon to doubt of my own veracity. 


1 muſt here likewiſe previouſly inform the reader, that 


: 2, do not undertake to give a full and complete hiſtory of the 


Cape of Good Hope, but merely the reſult of my own 
FOR together with ſuch accounts as I have been 


able to collect, concerning whatever is remarkable in this 
part of the world. A deficiency of this kind may, perhaps, 
even in matters of importance, meet with a ready excuſe 


from many of my readers, when it is conſidered, that without 


-being either rich myſelf, or in the leaſt ſupported by others, a 


I undertook an expedition, which, when conſidered with 
reſpect to theſe circumſtances, will appear to be of no ſmall 
extent. The whole of the ſum that I took out with me to 


bear my travelling expences was about twenty-five rix- 
dollars, and what, by dint of Economy, I had made my- 
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af maſter of by the time I got home, amounted to ſome- | 


what. more than double that ſum. 
Thus ſo far was I from being able to purchaſe collections, 
or to obtain at my eaſe, and with money only, opportu- 


nities of enlarging the ſphere of my knowledge, that I 


even could not poſſibly arrive at them without great trou- 
ble and danger. In this caſe, I have been obliged to con- 


tent myſelf with what fortune has thrown in my way, as 


L. may: lays gratis. Gen b wins off cif ond ones 

Ihe arranging 55 wWay of os the occurrences and 
events which I have deſcribed, though 1n certain reſpects 
be not the beſt method, is yet, in general, the moſt 
natural. In order to acquire an adequate idea of a variety 
of objects out of the great number of thoſe that have pre- 
ſented themſelves, it conduces not a little to know on what 


days they were ſeen. In fact, the time, the manner, and 
the order, in which they occur, are accidental circum- 


ſtances from which much light may be derived. But the 


greateſt advantage accruing from this method i is, that hereby 
it becomes eaſier both for the Writer and reader to diſtinguiſh, 
what is the actual reſult of the author's own experience, 


: from what he has, in default of this, been obliged to advance ; 


on the ſtrength of the information given him by others. 
At the ſame time, in order to come to a more ſpeedy 

and pleaſing concluſion of the travels themſelves, certain 

KS ach critical ſtrictures, and reflections are deferred 
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for the preſent, which will be inſerted at the end of the 


ſecond volume x, partly in the form of notes to this, and 


partly conſtituting diſtin heads by themſelves. Above 


two thouſand of the productions of nature hitherto un- 
known, which, in conſequence of a moderate degree of 


attention only, I have diſcovered in Africa, (a country in 
many reſpects very different from the reſt of the globe) but 


have not been able as yet fully to arrange and put in order, 


cannot have place Here, either deſcribed at full length, or 
In the'1 more compreſſed form. of ſketches and definitions. 


This ſecond volume, if it ſhould ever appear, muſt evidently be conſidered as a 


work of a very different nature from the preſent : the tranſlator, therefore, did not 
think himſelf bound t to take any notice of it in the title-page. 
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Occaſion and deſign of the voyage. Some general reflections and ſtrictures 
on writers of voyages and travels, 7 


{ 


* 


„ 
Vora FROM GOTTENBURGH TO THE Capt, 
Departure from Gottenburgh in Sweden. Deſcription of a violent ſtorm. 
Diſtreſſed ſituation of a Dutch veſſel. Lights in the ſea, A diſſertation _ 
on their nature and their different ſpecies. Arrival at the Cape, p. 6. 
. 
Re$1DENCE-AT Taz Caps or Goop Horz TILL Tn AuTHor's Vor AE 
TO THE SOUTH-DEA, | 
5 E C 1. I 
Reſidence at Cape Town. 
Deſcription of Cape Town and the adjacent country. The author waits 
on the governor and commandant. Sketch of the character and hiſtory 
of Baron Van PREHM, p. 13. V 
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Goes to Bay Falſo to wait on the reſident, whoſe children he is to educate. 
1s entertained on the road at night by a rich boor, with gritty bread, and 


meat preſerved with pepper, _ Peculiar courteſy of the French nation 
contraſted with the manners of the Dutch at this colony. Meets 
with his old chum, Dr. TyunzzRs, at Cape Town. Deſcription of 
I'alſe Bay and the adjacent country. Dutch politeneſs at table. Story 


of an Engliſh lady going to be married in the Eaſt-Indies. Seal- 
ſhooting: The torpedo. Deſcription of various fiſhes, inſects, and 
Eo i 


| 1 . "oe 1 ci (hoſts: 


Reſidence at Alphen, near Conſtantia, till the author's trip to Paarl. 


Removes to Conſtantia with the reſident. The plants there. The vine- 


yard. The ilver-tree. Uncommon diſpoſition of Table-mountain, 
with reſpe& to rain. Beautiful proſpect from the ſouth fide of it. 
Adventures in conſequence of loſing his way at night. Diſſertation on 
the Conſtantia and Cape wines. Hout-bay deſcribed. The palmites 
plant. Divers kinds of ſmall antilopes.. Several forts of viverre, or 


weaſels. The method of catching them, and their uſes. A young 


hippopotamus. The eſteem in which botany is held at the Cape, 
exemplified in the behaviour of a Cape phyſician, p. go. 


. IV. 
— - rip to Paart, 


Letter to a brother ſailor, deſcribing a ſix-weeks excurſion made on foot 


in October. Hires a baſtard, a man of family, for his guide. Racks, 
wheels, and gibbets, expoſed in the public roads. New ſpecies of 
cicindela. Is taken up by a waggon drawn by twelve oxen, but ſoon 
quits it. Concert of jackalls, frogs and owls. Is lodged and enter- 
tained by a ſlave. Battle between the houſe-ſlaye and the cow-herd. 
The ſorts of ſeed ſawn in this colony. Curious method of ſerving at 
the ſame time God and mammon. Salutation of a boor. The author 


very 
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very ungallantly neglects to requite the ſervices of a female ſlave. A 
ſlave's revenge on his niggardly maſter. The author in danger at a rich 
f widow's houſe of being kicked out of doors, on his hat being diſcovered 
with the brim ſtuck full of inſects. Floats naked over the river to an 
iſlet on a bundle of palmites plants, in order to botanize there. Behaviour 
of a ſurly but hoſpitable miller. Makes a ſexton and his wife happy, 
by prognoſticating the death of the latter. Is hoſpitably received by a 
learned boor. The tower of Babel. Drunken ſoldiers. Obliged, to- 
gether with his hoſt, to bolt his chamber- door, for fear of being mur- 
dered by the ſlaves. A curious love-ſcale. Prices of ſlaves and cattle. 
. Bad conſequences of the ſlave-trade. His guide has not the leaſt idea 
| of a deity. Concluſion of the letter, p. 77. 
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Reſidence at Alpben, after the author's return from Paarl. 


DO Obſervations on the uniola and piſang, p. 79. 


» * o 


Voyact TO THE SOUTH-SEA. 


The circumſtances which gave occaſion to this Voyage. 


Goes round the world with Capt. Cook, as an aſſiſtant to Meſſrs. FoksrR. 
15 I) he occaſion of his undertaking this voyage, p. 84. 


CC 2” 
Voyage from the Cape of Good Hope to New Zealand, 


._ Continuation of the journal of the voyage, p. 87. | 
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Fg 2 fon New Zealand to Otabeite, and How thence back again fo 
New Zealand. 1 mW 


Sone evetits not dest by Coon and Foxsren; p. 91. 


„ 
Second * oya ge from New Z ealand to Otabeite, and fron thence back again. 


Journal RG, p. N. 


N SECT. v. 


rock from New Zealand to Terra del Fuego, ond from nel on 
towards the South Pole. 


Journal continued „ p-. 99» 


„ „en e e . 

"if 7 LO Return to the Cape of Good Hope. 

1 | | fen to the-Cape. Ship's proviſions utterly ſpoiled, P- 104+ 
| n . IV, 


Journey FROM Capt Town To THE COUNTRY OF THE CAFFRES. 


Reſidence at Cape Town, previous to the author's African Expedition. | 


Dangerous ſituation of a veſſel in n A ſhipwreck. Lives of 
the crew ſaved by an old ſoldier on ek. Cruelty and ingratitude 


* i * . 5 


: c O W r E AN 1 5 


of the ai the Cape. Humane tin of the Chineſe in eaſes | 


of ſhipwreck. Regiſter of the weather at che 12158. for May, Mo 
and July, 9 90 e 


g 


e T. 1 - hi 
| Preparation for the African Expedition. 
: Gig thunder 4 an ten into the interior parts of the covntty; Equip 


ment for that purpoſe. Buys a waggon with twelve oxen. Is accom- 
Ew by Mr, e the ſon of an officer at the Cape, p. 119. 


8 E K he 
Aue from the Cape to the Warm Bath. 


Bad accommodations on the road. Manner of arelling in the African 


waggons. "Deſcription of GusTavvs's ſceptre, a plant. No bridges in 
Africa. Account of the manner in which they paſs the rivers with 
waggons in this country. Deſcription of the landſcape about Bott- 


river. Wretched wine at Agter de Berg. Sees various ſorts of gazels 


in his way to the warm bath; and likewiſe whole troops of zebras. 


? Oftrich-hunting. Method of reckoning the length of Journies here; 


and of harneſſing the oxen, p.135. 


„ ot es 
Refden at the Warm Bath, To 55 . 


Hortentor-Holland's warm baths deſcribed. The wia ene 0 


wells. Chemical analyſis of the waters. Cures performed by means 
of them. Diſſertation on their origin. Remains of a volcano. Uyntjes, 
vernal flowers of the iris kind; their uſes in food, and in reckoning 
time. Shoots a wild cat in a tree. The different ſorts of them in this 
country enumerated and examined. Deſcription of a porcupine-hunt. 
Cape partridges and pheaſants, the korr-haen, and ſecretaries- bird, 
otherwiſe called the ſerpent- eater, deſcribed. Uſes of this latter, and 
its manner of attacking ſerpents. The author frequently viſits a patient 
in theſe parts, and is paid in milk and proviſions. Wild dogs very 
dangerous anirhal.-- Their manners, Hunt in packs, and ſometimes 
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. turn, when hunted, and hunt their purſuers. Tyger-wolf, or hyæna, 
N | eats up the:carcaſes/and bones of animals which are left untouched by 
other wild beaſts, and would otherwiſe contaminate the atmoſphere. 
Its cowardly but artful manner of attacking other animals. By imi- 
tating the cries of other creatures, it decoys them away from the reſt 
of the herd, with a view to devour them. Is the moſt voracious as 
well as watchful of all animals. Betrays its approach by an involuntary 
| barking, proceeding from an empty and conſtantly craving ſtomach: 
At night is ſuffered to enter the town at the Cape, being of great uſe 
in clearing the ſhambles. Adventure of a drunken trumpeter with a 
hyæna. This ſpecies never before accurately deſcribed. Eats up one 
ok the traces belonging to the author's waggon. Pretended change of 
its ſex accounted for; as likewiſe the ſtories of its imitating the human 
voice, and faſcinating the ſhepherds.,. Seldom caught, and hardly ever 
ſhot, Uſe of this creature's long ſhaggy coat, p. 171. 
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Juounxxxx FROM THE Warm Bar TO ZWEILENVD III. 
The driver has not the leaſt knowledge of the road. Not being able to 
Dh get a Hottentot any where to lead their oxen, make a virtue of neceſſity, 
and turn ox-leaders themſelves. Procures a Hottentot to drive his 
waggon, who gets at the brandy the author had taken with him, for . 
the purpoſe of preſerving animals in, and treats his companions with it, A 
The author and his friend in danger of being murdered by theſe fellows ; 
in their liquor. The author puts a hve ſerbent into the liquor. Hot- 
tentots uſed to ſwallow the poiſon of ſerpents, conſidering it as a pre- 
ſervative againſt the bite of theſe animals. The author is cheated in the 
| bargain he made for his oxen. One of them runs home. The farm and 
foreſt at Tyger-hoek deſcribed. Deſcription of the perſons, clothing, 
ornaments and arms of the Hottentots. Beſmeared with greaſe and 
ſoot, which alters their natural complexion. This ill deſcribed by 
authors. The males have no defect in the organs of generation, nor 
have the females any ſuperfluity in thoſe parts: what appears there being 
not natural bat artificial, Hottentots perfume themſelves with powder 
of bucku. Do not wear the inteſtines of animals, but a number of 
leathern rings about their arms and legs. Their field ſhoes. Method 
. of making them particularly deſcribed. Their craals or villages and 
— huts, Their manners and diſpoſition. Boſhies- men, or wild Hottentots. 
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Their maxims and weapons. Live in deſerts on berries, caterpillars, 


and other infects. Their amazing voracity. Are ſmall and ſlender, 


but, after being caught, are fattened in the ſpace of a few weeks. The 


coloniſts hunt them like wild beaſts; and frequently make parties for 
the purpoſe of catching and enſlaving them. Very much given to run 
away, but never carry any thing off with them. Almolt always in a 
ſtarving ſtate, and numbers of them periſh for want, Neither they nor 
the Hottentots have any conception, neither can any be infuſed into 


them, of a God. Conſider rain at all times as an evil. Bully the 


thunder. Have great faith in ſorcery. The ſorcerers are their phy- 


ſicians, and cure them of their diſeaſes by thraſhing them. Inſtances 


of various cheats put on them by their ſorcerers. T hough ſuperſtitious, 
are not afraid of darkneſs: yet ſeem to have ſome notion of ſpirits and 

a future life. Reſpect, but do not worſhip inſects of the mantis kind. 
Do not worſhip the moon. KoLBe's miſtakes with reſpect to this point 
corrected. Chriſtianity taught at Tygerhoek by a Moravian, who was 


accuſed of ſiniſter practices. No remains of religion here at preſent. 
Two Hottentot girls pay them a viſit. Their odd behaviour. The 


author endeavours in vain to hire a driver for the expedition. At laſt 


a lad agrees to go as far as Zwellendam with them. Sloth and idleneſs 


of the Hottentots. Hard fate and ſenſible reflections of a ſlave. 


Regiſter of the weather for Auguſt. Heſſaquas-Kkloof. A ſingular diſorder 
among the horſes. The Landroſt of Zwellendam offers him a better 
team of oxen. State of the weather at this place. Zebras and quaggas, 


both ſpecies of the wild horſe. The former do not fear the hyæna, 


but guard the other cattle from its attacks. Both forts eat leſs, and are 
more e hardy than the common horſe, and might be uſed for drawing. 


Misfortune of a man who harneſſed ſome quaggeas to his carriage, before 
they were properly tamed. Riet valley. Language of the Hottentots, | 
compared with that of the Sneſe Hottentots. Their muſical inſtru- 

ments and tobacco-pipes. Curious method of ſmoking. Their card- 


playing, e ſo called * the coloniſts, p. 231. 


Joukxzr FROM ZWELLENDAM TO Mouscte-Bar. | 


| Black-monkies. Groot 8 boſch. Stop-a- bit, a plant growing there. 


Loſe their way at night. Saddle-oxen. Viſit a Hottentot craal, and 


are entertained with milk curdled by being kept in the ſkins of animals. 


Vor. I, "ar Sweet 
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Sweet milk unwholeſome. The Hottentot captain, RuNDGANOER. 
Captain an empty title. Captains ſpies on their countrymen. Hot- 
-tentots oppreſſed by the Dutch, and obliged to ſhift their quarters con- 
tinually more inland. Thorn- or gum- arabic tree. Large dairy-farms. 
River of butter-milk. Piſtinction between the carrow, ſou, and ſweet 
fields. The firſt rendered fertile by aqueducts. Cows that gnaw each 
other's horns. Hottentots continually ſhifting their quarters, from 
ſuperſtitious motives: a practice which prevents the degeneration both 
of their lands and cattle. Coloniſts faulty in this reſpect. Rhinoceros- 
buſnh. Overflowing of Gaurits- river. Hoar-tfroſt of ſalt. Deſcription 
of Muſcle-bay. Houtniquas-land. AJlgoa- bay. Hints for the ad- 
vancement of trade and the improvement of the colony, P- 260. 


Journey THROUGH THE HouTN1Qp As. 


Animals to be found in Houtniquas. Deſcription of the boſch-bok. 
Hadelde-bird. Regiſter of the weather. Almoſt a whole province in- 
toxicated with a hogſhead of brandy. Deſcription of a Hottentot 
miſtreſs. Baſtards not chriſtened. Stratagem of a burgher at Batavia. 
to get his child baptized. Style of building in this province. The 
author's Hottentots run away on being corrected for drunkenneſs, State 
of the weather! in September, P. 291. 


© 4 & 2+ Yo 
JOURNEY THROUGH LANCE Dar. ; . 


Departure from Houtniquas. | Loſe their. way on horſeback, Paſs the 
night out of doors, expoſed to a violent rain. Artaquas-kloof infeſted 
with a herb called p— graſs, which kills the cattle with the ſtrangury. 
Obliged to live abroad in the air, the walls and every part of the houſe 
being covered by flies. Curious method of killing them. Canna's 
land. Miſtake of Mr. Masow with reſpect to it in the Philoſophical 
Tranſactions. The Canna ſhrub, a new ſpecics of ſalſola, deſcribed. 
Method of fertilizing the molt dry barren country, New method of 
dreſſing 


i 
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dreſling partridges. Immoderately fat ſheep, 
above twelve pounds. The author bleeds a Hottentot lad. An in- 
ſtance of Dutch compaſſion. Hottentot women's lamentation over the 

dead. The boy comes to life again. African otters and filh. Taken 
in by a farmer's wife in a bargain about a pair of oxen, Strange caſe 


of a prolapſus uteri. Loſe their way again. Unkind behaviour of - 
ſome Hottentots. His horſe ſinks with him into the mire. Royal 


ſhepherds. Miſerable condition of Hottentot fugitives. Stone-heaps. 
Pirfalls for the larger kind of game. Mountain Hottentots. Flight 
of a Hottentot child. Coal- black lizard. The dals, an animal of the 


cavia genus. Daſſen-piſs taken for - petroleum. Seems to be the 


menſtrual eyacuation of this animal, p. 310. 
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Journey FROM Lance DAL To SITSICAMMA, AND FROM THENCE TO 
5 5 SE A-COW RIVER, 


Kromme-rivier: Eſchen-boſch. The pneumora, an 119 ſuppoſed to live 
on the wind. They come to any one that calls them. Boſhies-men 
carouſing on elephants fleſh. Deſcription and admeaſurement of the 


remains of the carcaſe. Relation of the manner in which this animal 


was ſhot by two farmers. The beſt methods of ſhooting theſe beaſts 
diſcuſſed. One man will attack-a whole herd of elephants. Ceaſe to 
fly when wounded. Elephants manner of ſwimming. Hiſtories of ſome 
dangerous rencounters with them. Dr La CaiLLz's ſtrange anecdote a 
mere impoſition. Do not copulate like human creatures, Never ſeen 
in the act of copulation, excepting once by two of the author's acquaint- 
ance. Elephant's diet. Expence of keeping them. Hiſtory and uſe. 


with rafts weighing | 


xxvii 


Negroes buy and ſell the tails at a vaſt price from ſuperſtitious motives. : e 


Talls deſcribed, Foſſil elephant's teeth. Mammouth's bones found in 


Siberia are nothing but the bones of elephants. The theories of Bur ro 


and others overturned. Lemning-moule, and other migrating animals, 
adduced as proofs of the author's aſſertions. Divers inſtances of the 
ſagacity of elephants. Wreck of the Doddington Eaſt-Indiaman on 
this coaſt. The ſurvivors robbed by the Hottentots. A Dutch captain 
ſent from the Cape to look after the cargo, comes back purpoſely with- 
out els any thing. A bilious fever prevails among the Hottentots. 
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8 method of cure uſed by the author. Hottentot- ball. Tbe 


Bee- and Monkey-dance. Polygamy of the Hottentots. Pitiful caſe 
of an old polygamiſt. Marriage ceremony performed among the Hot- 
tentots by ſprinkling the bride and bride-groom with urine. Manner 
of burying their dead. Bury alive or expoſe ſuch children as have loſt 
their mothers. Starve their old peeple to death. Extenuation of their 
crime. Preparations for the expedition through the deſert. White 
ants eaten by the Hottentots, Miſchief done by them. Hottentots 
imagine the ſwarms of locuſts with which the country is ſometimes. 


over-run, to be ſent. to them for food. Locuſt- ſoup. Locuſts of ule 
in clearing the lands, p. 368. 
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A VOYAGE 


N the Toth day of January, in the year 1772, I 
failed from Gottenburgh in the Ca/le of Stockbolmn ; 
a ſhip belonging to the Swediſh Eaſt-India Com- 
pany. The wind was favourable, ſo that we ſoon diſ- 
miſſed our pilots, and even in a ſhort time loſt ſight 
of the delightful paſtures of Sweden, We found the 
weather, as it uſually is at this cold ſeaſon, ſome» 
thing milder in the open ſea, than it was upon the 
coaſt, The Swediſh Eaſt-Indiaman, the Louiſa, deſtined 
for Cadiz, to take in refreſhments there, with money 
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1772. for both ſhips, kept us company till we paſſed the north as 
S Scotland. The ſtormy weather however, uſual in theſe 
parts, and at this time of the year, made us ſeparate before 
we intended it. The wind blowing ſtill ſtronger likewiſe, 
carried away our main-top-ſail, though it was quite new, 
and made of a ſtrong cloth. The damages were reckoned 
to amount to ſeveral hundred rix-dollars. . 
This ravage and deſtruction afforded in itſelf neverthe- 
leſs a fine ſpectacle, which to me was entirely new. 
Sudden guſts of rain now combined with the night to 
ſhrowd every thing in darkneſs. Let the reader repreſent 
to himſelf for a moment the foaming billows on all ſides 
ſurrounding the ſhip, and ſwelling up ſometimes even to 
our yard-arms; while the long ſhivers of the top-ſail got 
looſe, and, being white, were diſtinctly diſcerned waving 
to and fro in a moſt alarming manner, and at length to- 
tally vaniſhed through the darkened air. At the ſame 
time the violence of the wind cauſed thoſe parts of the 
ſails which yet remained on the maſt, together with the 
ends of the broken cordage, to beat about with the greateſt 
violence, making ſuch a craſh withal, as for a time to 
_ drown every other noiſe. 
This. ſpectacle did not make the leſs e IG when 
- by degrees we could better diſtinguiſh the roaring of the 
ſea, the ſwell of the waves, the bluſtering of the wind, 
and the crackling noiſe made by the maſts and the joints 
of the planks ; eſpecially when to all this was added, the 
captain continually roaring out, and anſwered. in the ſame 
ſtrain by the men at the helm, //ar-board or port, accord- 
ingly as the ſtem of the ſhip heaved to right or left; not 
. oo oh: to 


her coming up, and found her to be a D. 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 
to mention the uſual noiſe and buſtle from all quarters of 


the deck, the ſailors * 3 being in conſtant agitation \ 


and motion. 


On the 2d day of Febrinyy in the türe; when we 


had got to 34 deg. 22 min. N. lat. 1 deg. 32 min. eaſt of 
the meridian of Paris, a ſhip at a diſtance fired ſeveral guns, 


thereby giving us to underſtand that ſhe was in diſtreſs, 
and defirous-to ſpeak with us. We accordingly waited fot 


utch Eaſt-India- 
man, called the Diepenbroek, bound homewards, and com- 


manded by Capt. CoN RAD Lou. They had loſt their 


rudder, and in conſequence of the great ſwell of the ſea, 
had not been able to laſh on another; on which account 
likewiſe the ſhip had got ſo far out of her courſe. The 
crew were emaciated to a great degree, and in want both 


of water and proviſions. Our commander made them a 


preſent of as much of both as their long- boats were able 


to carry; but at length, the night coming on, and the wind 


blowing up freſher, they were deprived of that farther de- 


gree of affiſtance, which every one of us very much wiſhed 


to give them. Even our common ſailors not only ſhewed 


great compaſſion on their parts, but aſſiſted them effec- 


tually out of their own Tour with tobacco, and Oey oo” 


freſhments. 
On the r2th day of February, juſt under the tropic, or 


24 des. 51 min. N. lat. we ſaw a marine animal ſeven or 


eight feet long, known to ſea-faring men by the name of 
the /ea devil, It is reported by writers of voyages, to be 
very dangerous to the people engaged in the pearl-fiſnery. 
In a voyage I COrnerty: made to China, I Ine to ſee 
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. t one of theſe animals, and on examining it, concluded it tc 
be a ſpecies of ray. . bs 
On the 21ſt day of February at ſix in the evenings 
3 deg. 24. min. N. of the equator, we obſerved a beautiful 
meteor. It was like a red hot cannon- ball, which waved 
to and fro with a gentle whizzing noiſe, directly over our 
veſſel, and between the maſt-tops ; but notwithſtanding 
what the ſailors prognoſticated from it, it did not ſeem to 
bring with it any change of weather. ; A 
On the 4th day of March we paſſed the 35A when a 
great number of idle ceremonies were performed according 
to cuſtom. _ 
On the sth, at about 37 Lbs 8. lat. and 21 deg. weſt 
of Paris, beſide the uſual lights that frequently appear 


ſparkling, as it were, on the ſurface of the ſea, there was 
ſeen in the night a ſtrong gleam of light, called by the. 


ſailors maarſteen, or ſea-ſhine. It appeared chiefly in a 
round form of three feet diameter, and was like a glow- 
ing light throughout its whole extent. As the ſhape 
of it was ſometimes changed to an oblong, it was con- 
jectured, from this circumſtance, to be occaſioned by the 
daſhing of the ſea. With luminous bodies of this kind 
the whole extent of the ocean was now adorned, ſome-. 
times at the diſtance of ſeveral times the length of the 
ſhip from each other, and ſometimes only a few feet 
aſunder. We were not ſo fortunate to have it in our 
power to examine them nearer. a | 
The wind at times blew freſh, being ſometimes accom- 
WW: with heavy ſhowers of rain. The next day there 
Was nothing uncommon. to be obſerved on. the ſurface of 
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the ſea, that might be conſidered as the cauſe of this 
luminous appearance. A night or two before this, we had 


already begun to perceive ſome of theſe lights. The wea- 


ther at that time was only overcaſt. Some of the moſt 
experienced among the failors. informed me, that theſe 
lights were met with particularly in the north ſeas, as well 
as in the creeks on the coaſt of Mexico; and that from 


| theſe appearances they uſed to prognoſticate a ſpeedy 


change in the weather. The lights that are uſually ſeen 
in the ſea are ſuppoſed to proceed partly from the conſti- 


tuent parts of the ſea itſelf, and partly from the fiſh and 
other kinds of infinitely ſmall animals which have their abode 


there. But with reſpect to the naarſteen, I have not found 
any navigators ſpeak of them. Are they not occaſioned 
by ſome ſlimy or gelatinous animals (ſuch as the z0//u/ca), 
Which only of nights, at certain places, and in conſequence 
of certain changes of the atmoſphere, riſe to the ſurface 
of the ſea? The ſame riſing and ſinking motion, which 


I now obſerved in theſe animals, I remember to have per- 
ceived in the Meduy/e, particularly in the year 1775, in the 


bays about the Cape of Good Hope, after nfy return from 


my voyage round the world. At that time it had been 


ftormy the whole preceding night, with a great part of the 
following morning; when, to my great amazement, after 
fo long a voyage, I now, for the firſt time, ſaw theſe marine 


animals in ſuch quantities, as to form a thick maſs of fe- 


veral fathoms depth, as if they had been preſſed down 


together. Where they were collected into a thinner maſs, 


one might diſcern that one part of hem was blue, ano- 
ther of a flame colour, and another again of a lighter 
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372 hue. They were moſtly of the form of a necklace (monilis 
Jormes,) and at that time were probably driven together in ſo 
great numbers by the ſtorm; ſo that the great quantities of 
maarſieen occurring here, ſerve to give a ſtill greater degree 
of probability to my conjecture. A ſmall corner only of 
the ſea, viz. Table-bay, at this time afforded nouriſhment 
to more animals at once, than perhaps are to be found on 
the whole face of the earth. This opened to me a' door, 
if I may be allowed the expreſſion, to nature's copious 
_ Morehouſe in the deep; ſo that at one haſty view I could 
get a glimpſe of that amazing ſuperfluity, which feeds 
millions of fiſhes, and at the ſame time lines the inſide of 
the whale, that great Coloſſus of the deep, vith t that ouly 
fatneſs, with which it abounds, _ 
From hence too it may be fairly concluded, chat it was 
theſe inſects which the fat ſea-lions and ſeals, diving and 
amphibious fowls, various kinds of albatroſſes, (diomedec) 
procellarie, together with ſea-gulls of all ſorts, were in 
queſt of, when I ſaw theſe latter ſo afſiduouſly hunting 
about near the Cape, and in the South Sea. 
On the 12th of April we got ſight of the Cape; and 
came the ſame day to anchor in Table-bay. 
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AurHOR's Vorace TO THE SOUTH SEA. 


E G T. 
' Reſidence at Cape Town. 


. E Cape 18 uſually mentioned in too High terms 

by ſea-faring men ; particularly by ſuch as have been 
there only for a ſhort time. The reaſon probably is, that 
people, who are weary. of a long and tedious voyage of 
ſeveral months duration, are uſually enchanted with the 
firſt ſpot of earth they ſet foot upon, of which they after- 
wards make their reports according to the impreſſion it 


firſt made upon them. This is ſo much more likely to 


happen with reſpect to the Cape, as marinets are ſeldom 
uſed to ſtay there long enough to be weary of it. On the 


contrary, however, it is not unuſual for ſailors to pine and 


grow uneaſy even here, after having been ſome months on 


thore, and to long to go to ſea again, I have been informed 
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—_ by Captain Cook, mat . as well as Sir Joszyn Baxxs 
aud Dr. SOLANDER, prejudiced by the relations of others, 
[ _ conſidered the Cape, the firſt time they ſaw it, as the moſt 
. delightful and fertile place in the world. So that even the 
barren heaths to the north of the town, were at the ſame 
time very b miſtaken * them” for Kine fields of 
Ta eee? ain cr oor een 
For my part, not to ed my 5 into any error con- 
cerning this point, the account I here give of the Cape has 
not been written without-ſome--confideration. I muſt, 
notwithſtanding, previouſly remind them, that a view of the 
map inſerted at the end of the book, will give the beſt and 
cleareſt idea of the poſition of the harbours and creeks of 
this part of the world, as well as of the names and ſituation | 
of the different mountains. By this means too, the follow - 
ing deſcription will be the more eaſily underſtood. 
| "The town itſelf is the only one in the whole colony, 
and is properly called the Cape, though | this name is often 
injudicioufly given to the whole ſettlement. The above- 
mentioned town is ſituated between the ſhore and the north 5 
ſide of the mountain, which, in conſideration of its appa- 
rent equality of ſurface, has obtained the name of the Table. 
According to the meaſurement of the Abbe DE LA CALLLE, 
the ſhore of this bay is 550 toiſes above the ſurface of 
the ſea, and 1 344 toiſes in length, when taken from Eaſt 
to Weſt; the middlemoſt part of it being ſituated South- 
caſt of the town, and 2000 toiſes from it. 
Due 's-Kop, (the Devil's-Head,) called by the 8 
liſh Charles Mountain, is in a great meaſure connected 
with the 7. able Mountain, but is tall 31 toiſes lower, 


and 
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and at the ſame time is peaked and bare. Leeuwen-Kop, 
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March. 


called by the Engliſh. the Liows-Head, and likewiſe the 


Sugar Loaf, is a hill more ſeparated, but leſs elevated, 


than the former: the ſame may be ſaid of its neighbour, 


the Leeuwen-Staar 4, called by the Engliſh the Lion rn, 
and likewiſe the Lion 575 ail. 


From one of theſe ſignals are given by the firing of 
8 Cans, for every veſſel that comes that way, and appears 


bound for the harbour. When they approach {till nearer, 
a flag is hoiſted on this mountain, which ſerves for a 
ſignal to the captains of the Dutch ſhips; but nobody but 


they and the governor of the Cape are informed, how the 


colour of the flag is to be varied for each reſpective month. 
The intention of this regulation is, that a Dutchman who 
is coming into the harbour, may immediately know, if the 


harbour be fallen into the hands of the enemy, and ac- 


cordingly take care not to run into it. | 
The above-mentioned hills are in a great meaſure bare, 
and that part of Table-Mountain that looks towards the 


town is pretty ſteep. The buſhes and trees (if they may 


ſo be called) which here and there grow wild, are ſtunted 


_ partly by. their own nature, and partly by the South-eaſt 


and North-weſt winds. Hence they, for the moſt part, look 
dried up, with pale blighted leaves, and, upon the whole, 


have a miſerable appearance. Some of them, ſheltered . 


by the cliffs, and at the ſame time watered by the rills that 
run down the ſides of the mountain, may perhaps be ſome- 
what more healthy and vigorous; but they are univerſally 

deficient in that lively verdure which adorns the oaks, 
= vines, myrtles, laurels, lemon-trees, &c. planted at the 
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Mich. bottom near the town. Still farther on, the dry heathy © 

lands and fandy plains on the ſtrand, contribute to give 

| the country an arid and barren look. It muſt beowned, 

| * indeed, that a conſiderable quantity of the moſt beautiful 

African flowers are ſcattered up and down in different parts 

during the fine ſeaſon of the year; but they cannot ſhew 
their ſplendid colours to any great advantage among the 
various kinds of graſs here, which are moſtly perennial and 

of a pallid hue, among the dry buſhes, and in the fields, 

which, at leaſt near the Cape, are almoſt continually grazed 
off. Theſe plains, therefore, are not capable of captivating 
the eye, nearly ſo much as the European Flora, with her 
green meadows replete with annual graſs. I am ready to 
allow, indeed, that the verdant Plantations, together with 

a few acres of arable land lying round the town, make a 
beautiful appearance, oppoſed to the African wilds and 
deſerts with which they are ſurrounded, and which ſerve 
to ſet them off to greater advantage; but then it muſt be 
owned that clipped and trimmed trees, with regular planta- 
tions of groves reared up by art, cannot ſo long keep their 
ground in our taſte, as that lively verdure of nature which 

a European, at leaſt after having reſided for ſome time at 

the Cape, cannot, in my opinion, fail to miſs. 

The town is ſmall, about 2000 paces in length and 
breadth, including the gardens and orchards, by which 
one fide of it is terminated. The ſtreets are broad, but 
not paved; a great many of them are planted with oaks. 
The houſes are handſome, two ſtories high at the moſt; . 
the greateſt part of them are ſtuccoed and white- waſhed 
on the outſide, but ſome of them are painted green: 
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latter colour, which is never ſeen upon our houſes in 


Sweden, being the favourite colour with the Dutch for 
their clothes, boats, and ſhips. 

A great part of their houſes as well as churches are 
covered with a ſort of dark-coulored reed (Re/tio teorum) 
which grows in dry and ſandy places. It is ſomewhat 
more firm than ſtraw, but rather finer and more brittle. 


How this thatching is performed, certainly deſerves the 


_ conſideration of our country gentlemen and men of landed 
property ; and a deſcription of it will be given by Captain 
Ekeberg on ſome other occaſion. The reſt of the houſes 
in the Cape are covered with what is called Italian tiling, 
which reſembles the flat tiles we uſe for floors. 


The company's gardens, ſo differently ſpoken of by 


KOLBE, BYRON, and BOUGAINYILLE, are the largeſt in the 
town, being 400 paces broad and 1000 long, and conſiſt- 
ing of various quarters planted with cale, and other kinds 
of garden ſtuff, for the governor's own table, as well as 


for the uſe of the Dutch ſhips and of the hoſpital. Fruit- 


trees are planted in ſome of the quarters, which, in order 
to ſhelter them from tie violence of the South-eaſt wind, 


are ſurrounded with edges of myrtle and elm. Beſides 


this, the greater walks are ornamented with oaks thirty 
feet high, which by their ſhade produce an agreeable cool- 


neſs, and are much reſorted. to by the ſtrangers that viſit 


the port, and chuſe to walk in the heat of the. day. 
The four quarters that lie neareſt to the governor's 
reſidence, which is ſituated in the pleaſure-garden towards 


the north; have indeed ſome beds of flowers in them ; but 
this pleaſure-garden 3 is very far from deſerving the com- 
3 5 mendations 
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A VOVYAOGE to Tar 


mendations beſtowed upon it by KoLBE, who cries it up as 
having no equal, and being ſtored with the moſt coſtly 


plants from all parts of the world. At the end gf the 
pleaſure-garden and to the eaſt of it, is the menagerie, 
paliſaded and railed off, in which are ſhewn oftriches, 
. caſuaries, Sebras, and ſometimes different ſorts of an7ilopes, 


and other ſmaller quadrupeds, almoſt all of them natives of 
the country. In another partition are kept various foreign 


1 


The fortifications lie ſome Hundre paces north of the 


town, being ſeparated from it by a verdant mead, which is 
cut through with canals and roads. On both ſides of the 


town towards the ſtrand, batteries are placed; and to the 
ſouth, where the land is higher, are ſeen the burial grounds 


of the Chineſe and free Malays that live at the Cape; as 
well as one belonging to the Dutch, which has a wall 
round it. But what diſgraces the town is a gallows, with 


racks and other horrid inſtruments of torture, which the 


governor has lately ordered to be erected in the place of 
honour, if I may ſo call it, or oppoſite to the fortification 
in the above-mentioned meadow. Beſides this, the well- 

known hardneſs of heart of the Dutch ſettled in the Indies, 
has ſhewn itſelf here by two other gibbets erected within 
fight of the town, viz. one on each ſide of it. 


On the 3oth of April, being the morning after we 


came to anchor, I for the firſt time ſet foot upon African 
ground. The firſt thing I did was to wait upon the go- 


vernor, Baron JoACHIM von PLETTENBERG, to whom I 


paid my reſpects, and intimated my with to live under his 


protection. As ſoon as he was informed of the nature of 


«7, tt 
1 
= 


cave 0 7 G00D HOPE. | 13 
my appointment, he granted my requeſt without the leaſt | ALL 


difficulty; and ſoon offered me the privilege of practiſing o . 
phyſic, as I had given him to underſtand, that it had been my 
principal ſtudy. - Upon the whole, I received great civilities 
from many members of the regency, particularly from 
the commander of the troops, Baron van PREHM, who 


: was an African born; but, what is very rare with his 4 
countrymen, and to his honour muſt be mentioned, he 
had viſited Europe, and was a lover of ſcience. Neither 1 
muſt it be paſſed over in ſilence, that he had ſerved in the #76 2M 1 
capacity of a Pruſſian aide de camp in the laſt German war; 1 

and, as a proof Of his having been in the wars, bore about f 
him the ſcars of ſeveral wounds. As it may give pleaſure 3 
to ſuch as are fond of hearing that merit meets with its re- 48 
ward, I will add, that he returned inveſted with the place + 

he now enjoys, and about the ſame time made his fortune, " 
by marrying the fineſt woman in the whole colony 4 
1 
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. Reſidence at Bay Falſo. 


A L THOUGH I had already been ſome days at the 
Cape, I had not yet had an opportunity to ſee the 


reſident, (now /eutenant-governor) whoſe children I was to 


inſtruct. The reaſon was, that he was gone to Bay Fal/o, 
about eighteen miles from the Cape, in order to receive 
and make provifion for the ſhips which had juſt before 
run into the Bay. I therefore ſet out to pay him a viſit 
there; but ſtaid over night at a reſpectable yeoman's, to 


| whom I was addreſſed, in order that he might be my : 


guide. Here I for the firſt time found, what inconve- 


niences a man is expoſed to, who does not underſtand the 
language of the people among which he lives. I had 
made a ſhift to pick up a little German in my voyage from 
Gorrenburgh to the Cape; but this was but of very little 
ſervice, either towards my making myſelf underſtool! in 
this place, or towards my underſtanding a Dutchman in 


His language. The neceſſity, however, that I was under 


of communicating my thoughts, contrary to what I had 
ſuppoſed, increaſed my power of comprehending others 
as well as that of expreſſing my own meaning. My 
hoſt, who was 'very inquiſitive with regard to affairs 
in 


. 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


in Europe, as well as deſirous to get ſome information on 


15 


177. 
April. 


medical ſubjects, was inceſſantly propounding his queſtions 9 


to me, as well as he could, in the German tongue. I, on 
my ſide, repeated my anſwers again and again, expreſſing 


them, in I myſelf did not know what language. It ſhould 
ſeem, that the German, Swediſh, and Dutch languages 


Have a great analogy to, and much in common with each 
other ; but the great difference in the pronunciation of 
them, as well as in their dialects, ſeldom allows one to per- 


ceive the ſimilitude. My phlegmatic hoſteſs, who ſtood 
by with open mouth to overhear our converſation, without 
underſtanding one ſingle word of it, relying upon my ig- 
norance of the language, aſked her huſband, whether any 
thing elfe than abſolute want of the neceffaries of life in 
Europe could poflibly induce rae, and many other ſtran- 


gers, to come to reſide in Africa? This remark ſhewed, 
that ſhe had conceived very indifferent notions of ſtrangers; 
and was the more difficult for me to digeft, as they had 


given meg a very moderate ſupper, conſiſting of ſtewed 


red cabbage, meat preſerved with pepper, and gritty bread. 


I mention this, however, only as a proof, that the Afri- 


cans, ignorant of every thing beyond the limits of their 
own habitation, univerſally entertain moſt advantageous 
and flattering ideas with reſpect to their own country. 

The next morning I arrived at Bay Falſo. The reſi- 
dent there promiſed to perform his engagement with 
Captain EXEBERG, and likewiſe _conk? 2rred upon me im- 
mediately the poſt of interpreter between him and the 


French, who came to that harbour. The politeneſs of 
this Nation, in conjecturing What one is going to ſay, and 
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1775 at the ſame time correcting an improper expreſſion in their 
IU”: language in the moſt inſinuating manner, when one 
makes uſe of one, was at this juncture extremely agreeable 
to me; and the more ſo, as I had not the leaſt knowledge 
of the dialect and terms in uſe among them in India. In 
this kind of civility, which proceeds from a good diſpoſi- 
tion as well as a good education, many of the inhabitants 
of the Cape, the fair ſex in particular, were moſt la- 
mentably deficient. On this account, the Europeans are 
apt to conceive rather unfavourable ideas of the politeneſs 
of the African coloniſts. However this be, theſe latter 
learn very little of any foreign language, though they are 
otherwiſe indefatigable in their application to trade, and 
every thing that tends to their emolument; and although 
the income of the whole colony, as well as the particular 
intereſt of moſt of the inhabitants, depends eptirely on 
their trade with foreigners. = 
The next day I went back again to the Cape, to fetch my 
baggage from on board of ſhip, and take leave of my friends. 
I could not help being tenderly affected at parting from them, 
wo and indeed this was the laſt time that I ſaw many of them. 
i - It was not till I had loſt fight of the Swediſh colours, that 
= 1 felt myſelf an abſolute ſtranger on the African coaſt, 

During the few days, however, that 1 yet had to ſtay in : 
town, I enjoyed the greateſt felicity in the company of an 
old Up/a/ chum, Dr. TüuN BERG, now demonſtrator in 
that univerſity, whoſe taſte for botany had induced him to 
undertake a voyage to this remoteſt point of Africa. He 
travelled at the expence of ſome gentlemen in Holland, 
and had come hither with a Dutch ſhip a few days after 
889577 me. 
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CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 
Nothing could have happened more unexpected to 


him, than to ſee in perſon at the Cape, a man whom, agree 


able to the lateſt advices, he now ſuppoſed to be at Upſal, 


engaged in courſes of academical lectures; nor could 


any thing be more pleaſing, than to receive the letters 
which I brought him from his friends and relations. 


1772. 
April. 


I was ſoon however obliged to return to Fa//e-bay, by 8 


which means I loſt the company of my countryman, Who 


alone could make the Cape for me a little Sweden; and ren- 
der our favourite ſtudy, which we both applied to in com- 


mon, ſtill more eaſy and delightful. In the meanwhile, 


perhaps none but a lover of natural hiſtory can imagine, 


what pleaſure we enjoyed together among the herbs and 
flowers. At firſt, almoſt every day was a rich harveſt of 
the rareſt and moſt beautiſul plants; and I had almoſt 


ſaid, that at every ſtep we made one or more new diſco- 
veries. And as I had many Swediſh friends, and parti- 


cularly the great LINN us, always preſent in my memory, 


every duplicate or triplicate of the plants that I gathered, 
gave me a ſenſible pleaſure; though my covetouſneſs for 
myſelf and my friends, frequently induced me to gather 
more than I was able to attend to, and dry in a proper 
manner. This, doubtleſs, happens more or leſs to every 
botaniſt, who travels into foreign parts: but, beſides this 
circumſtance, I was not a little taken off, by my buſineſs 
with the reſident, from the more agreeable application to 
my beloved ſcience. 
hy this means I was often a9 of opportunities of 
inveſtigating ſome of thoſe plants that I had collected: I 
date neglected no opportunity of {ending to Sir CHARLES 
FC D ———LINNAUS 
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Watte duplicates of every thing I found, together with 


my remarks upon them. Unfortunately this great man's 


ulneſs, declining years, and intervening death, have prevent- 
ed us long from ſeeing them in print, in a Mantifa tertia. 
I was now to reſide in Fa//e-bay till the end of the 


winter; which is called the bad ſeaſon (in Dutch, \ guaade 


mouſſon,) and is reckoned from the 14th of May till the 
14th of Auguſt. It is not diſtinguiſhed by any particu- 
lar degree of cold; for we had frequently at this time the 


fineſt ſummer days. Once or twice there fell ſome hail, 


but I never ſaw any ſhow. We had ſometimes the moſt 
violent ſhowers of rain, and that moſtly for ſeveral days 
in continuation, by which means the air was very ſenſibly 


cooled. We were not unfrequently troubled with the 


north-weſt wind, and this is principally the reaſon why the 
Dutch ſhips, at the time of year before-mentioned, have 
been ordered to run into Tab/e-bay, ever ſince the year 
1722; when, out of ten ſhips belonging to that nation, 
lying there, eight were caſt on ſhore and loſt. This like- 
wiſe has induced the Dutch company to have ready at hand 


every neceſſary for their ſhips, under the inſpection of the 


Reſident at PFa//e-bay. They have erected here an exten- 
ſive magazine, which at the ſame time includes forges and 
baking-houſes, with houſe-room for the workmen, who 
do the whole duty of the guard, and are commanded by a 
ſerjeant and two corporals. The flaughter-houſe makes a 
diſtinct building by itſelf, as do likewiſe the reſident's 
houſe and the hoſpital. About the time of my departure 
from Africa, they were building another large and hand- 
ſome houſe for the accommodation of the Governor, when 


CAPE or GOOD. HOPE. 
he chuſes to retire thither for his pleaſure. Good froth 
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water is conveyed from the neighbouring hill to a quay, . 


where it is very convenient for uſe. A tradeſman or two 


have got leave to build an inn here, in which, however, there 


is not always room and conveniencies ſufficient to receive all 
ſuch as, after a long ſea-voyage, arè deſirous of refreſhing 
themſelves on ſhore; the ſhips that land here being chiefly 


ſuch as contain not much above twenty paſſengers. Board 


and lodging are paid for here as at the Cape, from one rix- 


dollar to one and a half a day; a tolerable good table is like- 
wiſe uſually kept here, and the attendance is none of the 


worſt. A perſon that wiſhes to go poſt from Fa//e-bay to 
the Cape, a diſtance of about ſixteen miles, will find it com- 
paratively dear enough. Three or four rix-dollars muſt be 


paid for a ſaddle-horſe, and from twelve to ſixteen for a 


Waggon; which is, for the moſt part, inconvenient, and 


_ uſually drawn by three or four pair of W or elle by 


the ſame number of oxen. 5 

Excepting in the winter, Falſe- bay is 1 or ever 
viſited by any ſhips, as the ſouth-eaſt wind, which pre- 

vails at every other time of the year, makes this Bay in 


many reſpects inconvenient; blowing with ſuch violence, 


as to cover two hills there with a thick layer of drift ſand, 
all along from the ſtrand up to their very tops. This ridge 


of ſand is ſeen from afar from the mouth of the harbour, 
and ſerves as a beacon for ſhips; for Simon's-bay, which 


is the place where they are to anchor, lies directly to the 
left, or ſomething more to the ſouth. The breadth of 
Falſe-bay is not ſo great, but that in clear fine weather, 
one _ Ice from S$imo's-bay the lands laying oppoſite in 
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A VOYAGE TO THE 
the eaſt, or the Sebaapen-Bergen (Sheep-Mountains) in Hot- 


2 KS tentots Holland; and with a perſpective glaſs, one may . 


diſtinguiſh the houſes in the laſt mentioned place. 
From the point of land, called the Cape of Good Hope, 
ſtraight on to the town itſelf, there extends a chain of 
hills, which, followin g the courſe of the ſtrand in Simoms- 
bay, is continued to the northernmoſt part or bottom of 
Falſe-bay; and afterwards, ſtriking off to the weſtward to 
Conſtantia, goes on to the north of it, to join Table- 
Mountain. This range of mountains, however, reckon- 
ing from Simon's-bay, is intercepted in two places, viz, . 


firſt, by means of a dale near Conſantia, through which the 
road goes to Hout-bay; and next, by a ſandy vale a little 


to the north of Simon's-bay. Through this vale there is 


a ſhort way between the weſtern and eaſtern coaſts; and 
in all probabllity it was formerly a ſmall {traight or ſound, 


which has been gradually filled up with its preſent foil by 
the winds and ſurge of the ſea. The whole of the low 
lands, conſiſting of ſandy plains and tracks of heathy 
country to the eaſt of the town, was in all likelihood formed 


in the ſame manner; and-the Cape of Good Hope was in 


the beginning an iſland, which was not connected with 
the Tiger-Mountain and ſhore of Hottentots Holland, but 
by degrees, and in the courſe of 'time. It is, in my 
opinion, particularly with ſand, ſea-ſhells, trunks of trees, 
and ſuch like rubbiſh, that the ſea has thus encroached 
upon the land, and ſet itſelf narrower limits. To this the 
violence of the ſouth-eaſt wind in Fa//e-bay contributes 
not a little, as it ſometimes tears up hedges, trees, and 
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vegetables of all kinds by the roots, at the ſame time 1 | 
caſting up high ridges of ſand, as I mentioned before. 

Even Jable-bay is by degrees grown ſhallower; ſo that 
the houſe that is built by the ſea-ſhore is now farther from 

it, and time after time they have been obliged tg lengthen 
the quay that has been made in the harbour. Farther, 
in reſpect to this circumſtance, I can refer to the ſhells of 
different ſizes that I found in the ſandy parts of a meadow 
a little below Tiger-Mountain. An ingenious and ſenſible 
yeoman, CORNELIUS VERVEY by name, who conducted 
me to this place, ſituated at the diſtance of about two 
leagues from the ſea-ſhore, was likewiſe of opinion, that 
the ſea-ſhells were left in that place, after the ſea had 

retired from it, but were by no means brought thither by 
the Hottentots, as theſe people could not DENY ive there 
on account of the want of water. 

The road between the Cape and Palſe-bay | is very ny 
and tedious, and even ſometimes dangerous. At this latter 
place, at the time that the ſouth-eaſt wind prevails, there is 

wont to be ſo high a tide, that the ea, even at «ts loweſt ebb, 
at ſome places riſes up to the foot of the mountains, which 
partly encompaſs this extenſive. harbour; ſo that one is 
obliged to travel for a lon g way (as it were) below the ſhore, 
though the breakers, as they are called, or ſurf of the ſea, 
often riſes above the nave of the wheels, and even into the 
body of the waggon; nay, it ſometimes ſeems as if 1twould 
carry out to fea waggon, horſes, and all. For which reaſon 
they have in general extremely ſtrong and ſubſtantial wag- 
gons, and ſteady horſes, that are accuſtomed to this kind of 


work, together with oder 2 and Kkyltal drivers, ſo that an 
accident 
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accident of this kind cannot eaſily happen: : relying upon ; 
yu theſe, people ſometimes even drive a little below the ſea- 


ſhore, as the ſands are there preſſed down and even; 
whereas higher up they are looſe, deep, and heavy. In 
a large plain, that cloſes up the north ſide of Fa//e-bay, 
there is a conſiderable field of ſand, through which the 
road is carried. This the violent rains, that fall in the 
winter ſeaſon, joined to a higher tide than uſual, are wont 
ſometimes to lay entirely under water; ſo that travellers 


are in danger of getting up to the middle in holes and pits. 


Some accidents of this kind happened the winter that 1 Was 
Tere. - 


Ships of various nations, Engliſh, French, and parti- : 
cularly the Dutch Eaſt-Indiamen, anchored this ſeaſon in 


Simor's-bay. The principal officers and paſſengers of this 


nation lodged chiefly with the reſident ; conſequently at 


 meal-times, various European dialects, together with the 


languages uſed in commerce with the Indians, viz. the 


Malay, and a very bad kind of Portugueſe, were ſpoken all 


at one time; ſo that the confuſion was almoſt equal to that 


of the Tower of Babel. The diſſimilitude likewiſe in 


manners and behaviour was ſometimes equally great. A 


_ circumſtance that occurred on this occaſion, and that ap- 
peared to me extremely ſingular, deſerves to be mentioned. 
When the ſtrangers of other nations began their deſert, 


two Dutch captains put on their hats and lighted their 


pipes. Upon this F aſked ſome Dutchmen that ſat by me, 


whether this was not looked upon as unuſual and impolite? 
1 was anſwered, that tobacco was a more delicious deſert, 
and had more charms for an old ſailor, than cakes and 


2 ſweet- 
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W J - and that this cuſtom I alluded to, was ſtill 


more practiſed in other places in the Eaſt-Indies. Indeed, . 


I obſerved at the Cape, that the Dutch commonly wore 
their hats in the houſe, and that even in company, without 
its being looked upon as the leaſt breach of politeneſs. At 
leaſt the cuſtom, which is conſtantly practiſed in Europe, of 
carrying one's hat under one's arm, is {till more unnatural. 
On the other hand, this practice, which cannot but be al- 
lowed to be highly abſurd, I never obſerved in the Eaſt- 
Indies. | 


We often enjoyed the compan y of Engliſh tadiew 1 


of whom even ſtaid out our elegant deſert of pipes and 
tobacco. Some of theſe ladies came from the Eaſt-Indies, 
on their return from Europe, and ſome from England. 
The married ones, to ſee their huſbands, either at Bombay, 
Madras, or Bengal; the unmarried ones, to get huſbands. 
Of the former, ſome had not ſeen their huſbands for ſeve- 


ral years, theſe not having been able to ſend for them 


before, for want of having acquired money enough to 
keep houſe in the expenſive manner requiſite in this part 
of the world. The latter ſeldom make the voyage in vain, 


being extremely welcome to ſuch of the fingle men as 


have had time to acquire a tolerable ſhare of -the treaſures 


of India, but ſtill have not been able to perſuade themſelves 


to wed the dark Indian 'beauties, (as many however-are 
accuſtomed to do) and have not had leiſure to go to Europe, 
merely for the purpoſe of chuſing themſelves wives. It 
was therefore ſuppoſed, that ſome of theſe beautiful tra- 


vellers were actually, in a manner, ſent for by commiſſion, 


OO not a in the invoice. 
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Be that, however, as it may; they all, in the mean 


— 


— while, ſeemed highly deſerving of rich and good huſbands, 


as well for their courage and reſolution in venturing upon 
che ocean, as for many other fine qualities they were poſ- 
ſeſſed of. As they were always in the company and under 


the care of ſome reſpectable married lady, nobody ſeemed 
to harbour the leaſt doubt of their good conduct. On this 
occaſion, the following anecdote deſerves to be mentioned. 


One of the ladies, who had ſome time before paſſed by 


the Cape, had been ſent for to be married to a certain 


governor. He, as ſoon as ſhe arrived, was for perform- 
ing his engagements immediately ; but the lady poſitively 
refuſed, and finally gave as a reaſon for her conduct, that 


ſhe did not chuſe to deceive him, for, during her voyage, 
| ſhe had betrothed herſelf to the captain of the ſhip, who 


however was baſe enough to retract his promiſe, although 


| the feared that their connection might be productive of — 


certain diſagreeable conſequences. The governor repaid 
her frankneſs by the moſt generous conduct; and was not 


at all ſurprized that ſhe ſhould rather give her hand to a 
young fellow, who had beſides had the advantage of being 


on the ſpot, than wait in uncertainty for an elderly man, 


who was an abſolute ſtranger to her, and was moreover at 


a diſtance from her. He therefore married her himſelf 


Without heſitation, after having in vain endeavoured to 


perſuade her falſe lover to take this ſtep. - 
The little iſland of Malagas, in Falſe-bay, is parti * 


reſorted to by penguins and ſeals; and although Robben (or 


Seal Ifland) otherwiſe called Penguin Iſland, in 7. able- bay, bears 


the name of the latter of theſe animals, yet they are ſeldom 


to 
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to be ſeen there now, ſince the iſland has been inhabited, 


But on Daſey Iſland they are found in much greater quan- 


ities, inſomuch that ſometimes a general ſhooting party is 


made with advantage, to deſtroy the ſeals there, for the ſake | 
of their blubber. Their ſkins, though very good in their 


kind, are to be had very cheap, and are, as far as I know, 
in requeſt only among the boors for tobacco-pouches, for 


which they are extremely well calculated, as they keep the 
tobacco from growing dry. I brought home with me the 


{ſtuffed foetus of a pbca from the Cape. It is of the ſame 
ſpecies with thoſe that 1 inveſtigated together with Meſſrs. 
FORSTER, and eat at New Zealand, Terra Del Fuego, and 
the Southern Thule. The fleſh, when the train-oil was pro- 
perly ſeparated from it, was really good and eatahle, eſpe- 
cially as in thoſe places we could get nothing better : we 
imagined, indeed, that it taſted like beef; but it muſt be 
owned, that it had a diſagreeable black hue. 

1 have opened the inteſtines of divers phocœ, and always 


found them empty, excepting a little ſand and ſmall ſea- 
ſhells, together with a few ſtones from the ſize of a nut 


to that of an egg. The reaſon of this emptineſs of the 


bowels may have been, either that theſe creatures have 
very ſtrong digeſtive powers, ſo as ſpeedily to diſſolve the 


marine animals on which they probably live; or elſe, that 
during their dwelling and copulating on ſhore, they abſtain | 


for a long time from all food whatever. 
Various ſorts of /ea-f/b are taken at the Cape and Falſe- 


bay. At the latter place, they had juſt caught the electric 


ray-fiſh, (raia torpedo,) but unluckily J chanced to be 


[OT 


| abſent, while 1t was yet alive, and experiments were made 
Vol. I. 8 with 
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Whether he was in like manner inſenſible to ordinary elec- 


tion of electricity, though the experiment was made on 
them more than once. I am beſides, myſelf, acquainted | 


incontrovertible analogy between cleciricity and the above- 


LINN. ) from half a föot to a foot and a half in diameter, is 


— * 
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with it. Out of ſeveral that touched it, every one had felt (as 


it were) a ſtrong electric ſhock, the reſident only excepted, 
who could handle this fiſh without the leaſt inconvenience. 


tricity, he had never tried; but it was very likely that this 
was the 9155 particularly as we find an inſtance in Muss- 
CHENBROEK'S Introduct. to Nat. Phil. $ 8 3a, No. 3, of. three 
perſons, who were found to be exempt from the opera- 


with a man, who is ſaid to poſſeſs a great antielectric power. 
From the reſult of many experiments made with the For- 
pedo, and related in the Philoſophical Tranſactions for the 
years 1773, 74, 75, and 76, there Appears to exiſt an 


mentioned fiſh, 


The cancer norvegicus, a Ring of cer, is often eaten 
in the Bay. A ſort of ſnail or cockle, #//ptaus (Haliotis, 


— 


uſually ſtewed, but makes, in my opinion, a very unſavoury 


diſh. The ſame may be ſaid of the /ep7a loligo, and the 
ſepia ocFopodia, which are made into ſoup, and are known 


to our ſailors by the name of back-£/h, and /ea-cats, and 


.. to. the Engliſh by the name of cwut//e-A#/b. A ſmall kind 


of oyſter is likewiſe found in a particular ſpot in the Bay, 
and is kept by the governor for his own table. As to 


muſcles, I ſaw but few of them; but in 7. able-bay, below 


the Lion-Mountain, they are found in great abundance, 
and have a Wg taſte. The ator 8 Was not 
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aperture under its noſe, yet not tranſ verſe, but Jongitu- 


able jaws well furniſhed with teeth. The bite of it is 
reported to ocean” a diſagrecable tumour, but not to bg 
mortal. 

Among the e that I found in 1 Bay-P alſo, the 
cunonia capenſis was almoſt the largeſt tree there, though 
barely twice or three times the height of a man. It grows 
near the water, and contains in its. peculiar flipule bivaloe 


IS 
9 25 


towards the ſpring, and required a good ſoil: but on the 


of viſeum in great abundance. The antholyza ethiopica 
grew from three to ſix feet in height, with beautiful red 


N 


ſhore, and chiefly in the ſhade af other plants. 1 met 


ſpot only of the mountain near one of the rivulets, that 


paratively large but beautiful yellow flowers, in the fine 
part of the day adorned a large plat of ground with its 


hig compoſes now a new genus, and is called by Dr. Finders the wittenia 


E 2 3 aglighted 


ſnake with a flat tail. Its mouth is formed by an oblong 


dinal in the direction of its body, with double and move- 


ſagittate, a cream-like matter to appearance, but in fact a 
viſcid or gummy ſubſtance. Various /ophore bloomed here 


70 ophora capenſis, there was found in particular a new ſort 


flowers, being always round at no great diſtance from the 


with it afterwards in the woods near the Cape, par ticularly 
in the Houtnigquas. The antholyza aur *, remark 4515 
for its flowers, half white and half black, /I found on one 


trickle down juſt before the ſlaughter-houſe. — very 


| ſmall triandrous plant ( Raminibus monadelphis) with com- 


open bloſſoms, which however at other times were ſo 
entirely cloſed, as s almoſt to diſappear. The calla erhiopica 
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hs delighted chiefly in moiſt places near the ſea-ſhore, and 
Avas in flower the whole winter. Proteas, ericas, cornuſes, 
 gnaphaliums, gnidias, ecbias, Pbyllicas, brunias, and peri- 
Plocas, two varieties of the myrica cerifera, together with 
cliffortias, thefias, polygalFs, bermannias and afters, were 
ſtrewed promiſcuouſly over the dry places on the declivity 
of the mountain. Quartered on the bare ſand among theſe 
- ſome reſtios were ſeen, together with divers meſembryan- 
themums. The byobanche ſanguinea, a paraſitic plant, 
towards ſpring, began to throw out its blood-red tufts of 
flowers in the naked ſand; an o/teoſpermum or two, as 
well of the arboreous as herbaceous kind, were now and 
then likewiſe found in the bare ſand. Arckotides, calen- 
dulas, and athonnas, throve chiefly in ſandy places. On 
the mountain beſides proteas, brunias, dio/mas, ericas, and 
the /7:/be, we found indigoferas, erinuſes, ſelagos, manuleas, 
chironias of different kinds, together with a great number 
of gynandrous plants. We likewiſe found greens and . 
kitchen- garden plants in great plenty at this inauſpicioun 
time of the year. Towards ſpring, divers forts of ixias, : 
gladioluſes, moreas, oxaliſes, meſembryauthemums, antir- 
rhinums, and even various beautiful ſmall 7r/es, ſeveral 
inches high, with the corolla partly white and partly dine, 
began to puſh out of the ground. 
of the plants which we met with at this ſpot, and: 
which conſiſted as well of known plants as of thoſe that 
were quite new, ſome were rather uncommon, while 
others were not to be found again in the other places I 
viſited in Africa. Every diſtrict has always ſomething 
_pecuhar to itſelf : no wonder then, if Dr. THUN BERG and 


„„ I I ſhould 
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I ſhould have paſſed over various ſpecimens of the vege- Alas, 


table tribe unnoticed; and the common ſaying, Semper 
aliquid noui ex Africa, ſhould ſtill hold good for many 

years to come. Botaniſts, therefore, muſt not expect in 

this place a more accurate catalogue of plants, which would 

be too tedious a buſineſs; but content themſelves with 
acquiring, en paſſant, as it were, and at a diſtance, by 
means of the preceding lift, ſome idea of the country, 

juſt as it is, covered with the herbs and trees moſt com- 
monly found in it on different ſpots, and at different times 

of the year. 3 | 
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Ref dence at Alphen near een till the Au- 
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with the reſident to an eſtate of his called Alpben, ſituate 


in the neighbourhood of Conſtantia, about three miles 


from it, and nearly half way between Table and Fimon's- 
bay. Before we could get over the mountainous part of 
this road, we obſerved a troop of baboons very nimbly 
clambering up the ſteep rocks, and ſcouring away as faſt 


as they could to ſave themſelves from our hounds, which 
ſet after them in full cry. On the plains before us we 


ſaw a large flock of fammingoes (pbœnicopt. ruber) a ſpe- 


cies of bird of the crane kind (grallæ) ſeeking their food 
in pools and puddles that were beginning to dry up. As 


they were larger than our cranes, and of a ſnow-white 
colour, with their wings of a flaming roſy hue, it is eaſy 
to imagine, what a delightful appearance they made in 
the green field, clad in fo beautiful a livery. After this 
our road was over a ſandy plain, a place which, during 


part of the winter, one is obliged to wade over, as it then 
lies 


HE N the winter was paſt, and the captains | of the . 
ſhips now preferred anchoring in Table-bay, I went 
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lies under water. We then came to a field overgrown April. 
with a great many different ſorts of heath and other ſhrubs Od 
and buſhes, with ſome ſmall. trees of the protea kind. 
Some of the flowers and herbs that were ſcattered among 
theſe ſhrubs, I found later than in Faſſe-bay; probably by 
reaſon, that in this latter place they were brought forward 
partly by the vapours ariſing from the ſea, and partly by: 
the ſun- beams reflected upon the mountains. On the 
other hand, divers 7ixias,  gladioluſes, - moreas, byacinths, | 
Piat, melantbias, albucas, oxaliſes, aſperugos, geraniums, 
mmonſonias, arctotiſes, calendulas, wachendorfias, and arclo- 
pujes—ſome of them never, and others rarely ſeen in the 
Bay, were now found every where by the road-ſide in 
their greateſt beauty. The pleafure enjoyed by a botaniſt, 
who finds all at once fo rich a collection of unknown, 
curious, and beautiful vernal flowers, in fo unfrequented a a 
part of the world, is eaſier to be conceived than deſcribed... 
1 was now quite impatient to get to the end of my journey, 
however agreeable it was in otheꝝ reſpects. At length we 
arrived at the reſident's countr 1 and I did not delay a 
moment to procure myſelf a ſtill more delightful recreation, 
viz. that of walking out to reconnoitre ſuch piants as were 
yet unknown to me. Wag 0 
The premiſes are very well built, and contiguous to ; 
them is a pretty extenſive! garden, and a confiderable vine- 
yard, which increaſes yearty in ſize. But there is hardly 
an acre of arable land to be found in the whole neigh- 
bourhood 3 nor did the owners of the vineyards here think 
it worth their while to trouble themſelves about the cul- 
ture of it, but were then, viz. towards the end of the 
9 1 month 
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month of Auguſt, buſied in digging round their vine- 
ſtocks, and planting new. They never deſtroy their vine- 
plants; that is, they do not let them run up to any height, 
but cut them down low, and generally ſurround their 
vineyards and fruit-trees with hedges, in order to ſhelter 
them the better from the wind. A fmall ſpecies of cur- 
culio in particular, did infinite damage to the vine-buds, 
and the tender leaves. They were therefore very buſy in 
plucking this inſect from the plant as ſoon as ever it ap- 
Peared, and as ſoon as they could poſſibly get at it; the 
only means yet knawn, of preventing the ** of this 
creature. 1755 
Wt: As ſummer was now approaching, the exacum and the 
| = 4 gentiana exacoides began to cover the ground with yellow 
hl „ patches; and many ſorts of ſhrubs of the extenſive genus 
of aſpalathus, came out by degrees with their yellow bloſ- 
ſoms. But the prozea argentea, or the filver-tree, as it is 
called, exhibited the whole year throughout its glofly 
white, or filver gray leaves. This tree has at firſt a very 
uncommon, and indeed beautiful appearance. I am of 
opinion, however, that we ſhould not chuſe to change for it 
our delightful aſpen-groves. The ſilver- tree ſcarcely ever 
grows higher than twenty feet; and if I remember right, 
have been informed, that they arrive at this height in twelve 
or fifteen years. But in a rich ſoil this tree grows twice as 
quick, and is the largeſt of all the protea kind. One or 
two of them are found planted near ſome of the farms; but 
we ſeldom meet "with any that have gon wild of ther- | 
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ſelves in theſe parts, though a little grove of them is ſeen 
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April. 
near Conſtantia. For this reaſon it has been ſuppoſed, that N 


the ſilver- tree was tranſplanted hither from the beginning; 
yet no one has been able to inform me from what place it 


firſt came: probably it was brought from the borders of 


 Anamaqua; for I travelled over the whole north-eaſt fide 
of Hottentots Holland, without finding it either in its wild 


ſtate or planted. In the mean time, as it is the largeſt of 


all the prozeas, and indeed almoſt of all the trees indigenous 
at the Cape, it is ſingular, that together with ſome others 


it has not attracted the attention of 'government to the 


planting of it, eſpecially as they cannot be ignorant that 
the conſumption of the wood ſtores, as well for the uſe of 


the ſhips as for that of the town, daily increaſes faſter than 
they can be ſupplied by their reſources. It is chiefly from 


the level ground near the ſhore, that the company at preſent 


fetches its wood, which conſiſts chiefly of two {mall and 


crooked ſorts of protea. That wood is dear at the Cape, 


may be concluded, from the circumſtance of private perſons 


: rather finding their account in getting it from the mountains 
by means of ſlaves; though it takes up one of theſe a whole 
day to get a moderate load of ſhrubs and dry branches of 
trees, the value of which is generally the fourth part of 


a rixdollar. And indeed it is fortunate' for the Dutch in = 
place ſo bare. of wood, that a fire is not wanted in this 
country, excepting for dreſſing of victuals, lighting their 


Pipes, and for the women's foot-ſtoves. 


Alphen, or the farm where I paſſed this ſummer, was 
on the ſouthern ſide of Table-Mountain, about a mile and 


a half from the foot of it. This mountain ſeems here 


Te. 1. bs : 1 likewiſe, 


ER) 
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1 likewiſe,: as well as at Table-Bay, level at the top, though 
* there indeed it has conſiderable inequalities. In the rainy 
ſeaſon large pools of water are found upon it, but by no 
means any lake, as ſome pretend there is. When a cloud 
covers this range of mountains, and the north-weſt wind 
blows, it ſhould ſeem that thi&ſame wind muſt inevitably : 
drive the cloud over the neighbouring plains on the other 5 
or ſouth ſide of theſe mountains, at the ſame time cauſing 5 
it to rain there; but on the contrary, the fact is, that it 
never does rain there; a circumſtance that, without doubt, 
like all other natural phænomena, has its real and certain 
foundations in nature. The moſt probable ſolution that 
occurs to me is this, that the vapours, which are driven 
up from the ſea by the north-weſt wind, gather round the 
mountain in conſequence of their being attracted by it, and 
there remain as long as they preſerve any degree of rare- 
faction; but when at length they become more and more 
denſe and preſſed together, ſo as neceſſarily rather to yield 
to the greater force of the wind than to the attractive power 
of the mountain, they are carried away too ier to fall 
in rain directly at the foot of the mountain; a circum- 
ſtance that does not happen before they reach the other 7 7 
fide of Zout Rivier. F ; 
Having ſeveral times in my walks been, without any | 
reaſon, apprehenſive of being wetted through by the 
above-mentioned cloud, at/len gth I reſolved to aſcend the 
mountain, in order to ſee how things were ſituated. The 
weather was at that time fine at the bottom of the moun- 
tain, and the wind pretty {till ; but at the upper edge of 
the mountain I met with ſeveral guſts of wind, - which pre- 


, tis 3 1 cipitated, 
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6 aijjitated;; as it were, down upon me, moiſt and cold, and 


with which I was ſurrounded for about three quarters of 
an hour, varied according as the weather changed from 
fine to hazy, and from that to drizzling or downright rain. 
Te barrenneſs of the mountain and the coldneſs of its air, 
together with the ſmall number of plants upon it, and 
_ thoſe ſtunted by the climate; nay, the rainy weather it- 


ſelf, all combined to form around me a backward autumn. 


From this ſpot, however, I had a pleaſant ſummer proſpect 
towards the bottom of the mountain, viz. the verdant 
plains lying round about it, enlightened and warmed by 


the genial rays of the ſun. Projecting at the foot of this 


range of hills, many roundiſh oblong ridges were ſeen, 
pretty nearly of the ſame form, and parallel to each other, 
and ſeparated by a like number of dales, at the bottom of 
ſeveral of which ran the water previouſly collected by the 
mountain, and ſeemingly deſtined to water the plains. A 


number of green trees and ſhrubs, which had planted 
themſelves along the ſides of theſe rills, formed a beautiful 


girdle on the dechvity of the mountain, and on the hillocks 


projecting at the foot of it. Several neat compact farms 


ſcattered up and down, the houſes belonging to which 


were white with black roofs, at the ſame time that* the 
grounds were laid out in a regular and judicious manner 
with verdant orchards and vineyards, lay diſtinctly open to 


the eye in all their reſpective ground-plots, forming a moſt 
natural as well as beautiful picture. Next to theſe, a little 
further on, were ſeen pale and bleak tracts of heath, 


among which were ſtrewed, as it were, various plots of 


F 2 ſand, 


1} 


1772, 


April. 
with a ſenſible violence. The temperature of the air, Gy 
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99 9 ſand, together with ſandy roads winding about in a ſer- 
N pentine form, and waggons and timber-tugs ſlowly creep- 
ing along them. Theſe extenſive plains were bounded by 
Ber- mountain and the hills of Hottentots Holland. Next 
to theſe, but farther on, were ſeen other mountains, 
which, according to the diſtance at which they were placed, 
grew more and more indiſtinct, till they entirely diſap- 
peared in the clouds. From hence too, beſides ſeveral 
pools of rain-water, a great part of the creek which forms 
Falſe- bay, was ſeen. This, from its calmneſs and diſtance, 
appeared at that juncture as ſmooth as a looking-glaſs ; at 
the ſame time that it was terminated by the ocean, or 
rather, according to the appearance it made wap my eyes, 
by the horizon itſelf, 17 
From the miſt, or fog, which e me on the 
mountain, I perceived at times ſpecks of clouds carried 
away by the north-weſt wind, and driving along with vio- 
lence through the air both above and below the ſpot I 
then ſtood upon, and directly followed by their ſhadows. 
formed upon the ſame plains. In a word, this extenſive 
and delightful ſpectacle was as enchanting as it was 
uncommon. Being not uſed to run any great riſks, 
did not venture ſo far out as I would have wiſhed, in or- 
der to examine the top of Table-mountain on this ſide; 
for, as it grew duſky, I might have eaſily loſt my way, 
and fallen a pray to leopards and hyænas, which frequent 
theſe parts in great numbers, and at night are very bold 
and daring. A ſhort time before they had committed 
ravages in a farm yard juſt below the mountain; I 
Hkewiſe heard their howlings the ſame evening hour 


duſk, 
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-duſk, from the very place where, two hours before, I had 
been botanizing. That very morning, about break of day, I 
narrowly eſcaped being g plundered by a troop of ſlaves, who 
had ſome time betoes: run away from their maſters, and 
were ſuſpected at that time to have their haunts about 
Table-mountain. A fire that I found there newly extin- 
guiſhed, was probably ſome of their reliques. Still, how-- 


ever, the beautiful proſpect that I have juſt been deſcribing, 
would perhaps have kept me longer on the mountain, if I 


had not begun to feel a kind of ſtiffneſs and rheumatic pains 
in my limbs, owing to my having gone into a cold air at 


the top of the mountain all in a ſweat and too lightly clad. 


This probably would have had ſerious conſequences, if I 
had not accidentally wrought myſelf into a moſt violent 


ſweat ; the fact was, that in my deſcent, wiſhing to exa- 


mine ſome of the cloſeſt thickets on the ſides of the rills, 
that trickle down the mountain, I went out of the right 


path, and- got into a very thick over-grown coppice, ſo 
that I could not without the greateſt guy extricate 


myſelf from it. | 
Some time before this, or in the beginning of Septem- 


ber, I rode to town to take leave of Dr. THUNBERG, who 


was going to take a long journey up the country, at the 
expence of the Dutch Eaſt-India company. I ſtaid at his 
houſe rather late in the evening, which occaſioned me to 


be benighted and miſs my way home. 1 therefore rode 


up to a farm-houſe to enquire for the road, and from the 
information I procured, thought to find my way home; 


but, it beginning to rain, and the darkneſs increaſing, I 
took a + by-road, — . led me to an elegant houſe, the 


Property 


«| 
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property of a private gentleman. After I had ſtood out 
x the attacks of a number of dogs, there came out a 
heap of ſlaves, from ſixteen to twenty. Theſe fellows 


were ſo malicious as not to anſwer me, though certainly 


ſome of them underſtood me extremely well; and 


notwithſtanding that, after having promiſed them ſome- 
thing to drink, I afked them the way in tolerable good 


Dutch; on the contrary, they conferred with each 


other in broken Portugueſe or Malay, in fuch a manner, 
as to make me ſuſpect, that they had no better will to- 
wards me, than they have to others of a different nation 


from themſelves, who are accuſtomed to ſell them here, 


after having either by robbery and open violence, or 
elſe in the way of barter or purchaſe, got them from 


their native country, and thus eventually brought them 


to the grievous evils they then ſuſtained. Had the maſter 


of the houſe been at this time at home, of which however 


F much doubt, it would have made very little difference to 


me, as even in that caſe I could not have ſpoken with him; 
for every body in this country is obliged to bolt the door 


of his chamber at night, and keep loaded fire-arms by 
him, for fear of the revengeful diſpoſition: of his ſlaves. 


This being the caſe, it was ſtill: eaſier for them to murder 


me, and afterwards conceal the deed by burying my body, 
or drag it into a thicket to be devoured by wild beaſts x I. 
therefore took again to the road, in ſearch of a better fate. 


To this end I gave my horſe the bridle, in hopes that he 
would hit upon the right road better than myſelf. In conſe-- 
quence of this he made ſuch uſe of his liberty, as to quit all 
the beaten tracks, PRO with a view to find the ſhorteſt way 


home: 
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nome: ſo that 1 ſoon found myſelf in a heavy marſhy 40. 
ground, overgrown with buſhes, and full of brooks and * 
rivulets, till at length he made a ſudden leap, on which 
we both tumbled head over heels into a pit, and parted. 
My horſe's ſudden flight gave me reaſon to apprehend, 
that ſome wild beaſt being near us was the occaſion of it ; 
for which reaſon, not thinking myſelf over and above 
ſecure, I immediately prepared to defend myſelf with a 
large knife, which I generally carried about me for the 
purpoſe of digging up the roots of plants. The beſt ſtep 
I could now take, was, like many more foot-paſſengers, 
to make up to ſome farm-yard, and run the riſk of being 
torn to pieces by great dogs, which are let looſe at night 
for the purpoſe of keeping off thieves. To paſs the night 
in the open air, at a time when the weather ſeemed ſet. 
in for rain, was as. diſagreeable as it was dangerous. In 
the mean time I took to walking about, to keep myſelf 
warm. In the ſpace of a few minutes, after I had gone 
over a little hill, I found myſelf near a farm-houſe. It 
being dark, I was obliged to conſider ſome time before 1 
could know it again to be my own home. I found my 
Horſe already at the ſtable-door, ſtanding quite fill and 
quiet, and was lucky enough into the bargain, to be able 
to conceal the whole adventure from the family, as the 
particular footing on which I was at that time required. 
Conſtantia is a diſtrict conſiſting of two farms, which 
produce the well-known wine ſo much prized in Europe, 
and known by the name of Cape, or Conſtantia-wine. This 
place is ſituated at the diſtance of a mile and a half from 
Alpben, in an angle formed * and at the ſame time pretty 
3 a . * 
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near the rid ge of hills, which comes from Memuijen-moun- 
ain, and juſt where it ſtrikes off to Hout-bay. One of 
. theſe farms is called Litile Conſtantia. Here the gyhite 
Conſtantia wine is made. The other produces t . | 
According to M. Dt LA CAILLE's account, not more than 
ſixty liggars of red, and ninety of the white Conſtantia wine 
are made, each liggar being reckoned at fix hundred French 
pints, or about one hundred and fifty Swediſh cans ; ſo 
that the whole produce amounts to twenty-two thouſand 
five hundred cans. As the company are uſed to keep one 
third of this for themſelves, the remainder is always be- 
ſpoke by the Europeans long before it is made. At the 
Cape this wine is ſeldom ſeen at table, partly becauſe it is 
dear, and partly becauſe it is the produce of the country. 
The red Conſtantia wine ſells for about ſixty rixdollars the 
half awm; but the white is uſually to be purchaſed at a 
more reaſonable rate: otherwiſe the price of the common 
white wine at the Cape 18 from ten to ſeventy rixdollars the 
liggar, according to the year's growth and the demand that 
there is for it. They make beſides, in the environs of the 
Cape, Burgundy, Madeira, Moſelle, Muſcadel wines, fo 
called from ſome analogy they bear to the European wines 
of the ſame name, as well as from the reſpective places in 
Europe whence the vine-ſtocks were firſt brought. Theſe 
wines are at a proportionably higher price than the ordinary 
white. As the Cape wines, in conſequence of the great 
demand from the ſhips, have all a quick ſale, they are 
ſeldom to be found of any age; otherwiſe by longer 
keeping, together with better care, and a leſs liberal uſe 
of ſulphur, oy would doubtleſs be equally good with the 
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beſt European wines. The genuine Eonftaitda wine is = 
undeniably a very racy and delicate deſert wine, and has WY 
ſomething peculiarly agreeable in the flavour of 'it. That 
-its ſuperiority. is not owing to any thing peculiar in the 
manner of preparing it, I am fully convinced; for _ 
without doubt, a great deal more of it would be made. 
But the fact is, that the genuine wine can only be produced 
by certain particular ſoils. The diſtricts that lie next to 
theſe yield merely the common Cape wine, notwithſtand- 
ing that they have been planted with vine- ſtocks from 
theſe former, as well as with ſome brought from the 
banks of the Rhine, whence it is ſuppoſed that the true 
Conſtantia ſort originally comes; nay, even though all the 
vineyards about Conſtantia ſeem to have the ſame ſoil. 
We have inſtances at the Cape, as well as in Europe, that 
good grapes ſometimes produce a bad wine; while, on the 
other hand, bad grapes will yield a good ſort of wine: 
therefore, towards making wine of a certain quality, 
beſides finer materials, there muſt be certain conditions 
and circumſtances, which, by a diligent and ſenſible 
obſerver, might probably be diſcovered, to the great 1 
benefit of mankind. | Wy 
Such as are apprized in what quantities Conſtantia wine 
is ene k in Europe, have perhaps already remarked, 
that my calculation of the produce of the above-mentioned 
wine is too limited. This, however, is by no means the 
caſe; the ſurplus being the production of avarice, which, 
goaded on by the defire of gain, will always hit upon ſome 
method of ſatisfying the demands of luxury and ſenſuality. 
The votaries of theſe, accuſtomed, to be put off With 
—_rT G 3 
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river or ſtream covered with pa 
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empty ſounds, frequently drink“with the higheſt reliſh; an 


=, imaginary exquiſite Conflantia, Which however, has 
nothing in common with the genuine wine fo called, 


belides the mere name, It is therefore adviſeable, even 


at the Cape itſelf, to take care, chat at the ſame time that 


pay for a made-up red Conſtantia, which otherwiſe is in 
general ſold for half the price. When a wine of this kind 
has been (as it uſually is) meliorated by a voyage, and at 
the ſame time ' chriſtened with the pompous name of 
genume Conſtantia, of which it has indeed in ſome mea- 


f TP the flavour, it eafily ſells for ſuch in Durope. | PE 


This wing Vkewiſe I viſited Hour-bay. The direct 


road to it goes through a Harrow vale, from which the 


harbour 18 Capplied with freſh Water, by means of a little 


mites, a kind of acorus 
with a thick ſtem and broad leaves, which grow out from. | 
the top, as they do in the palm-tree, 'a circumſtance from 
which the plant takes its name. Theſe palmites are found 
in great abundance in moſt rivers and ſtreams, which they: 
block up more or leſs by means of their ſtems and roots 
intertwining with each other. On the other hand, this. 
ſame Howut-bay has very little title to the name it bears; 


as, in direct contradiftion to the ſignification of it, chere 


is and ſeems ever to have been, a great deficiency of tim- 


ber and bruſhwood in that place. Becel ag a Har- 


bour, this bay ſeemed to me to be extremely narrow, and 
at the ſame time too open to the ſouth wind. The an- 
chorage, however, was good ; at leaſt, I was fo informed 
net with there. A heap of ſand is 
8 driven 
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Hiivea up by the ſea to the fartheſt part of the bay, and 


there appeared to form a ſhoal of a conſiderable extent, 6x 
by which means the river above-mentioned is not a little 
blocked up. This ſand was at that time very looſe at 


many places, ſo that one could not walk upon it without 


P 


danger of being drowned in the water that lay under it. 


In time, perhaps, the apertures will be entirely filled up, ſo as 
to become ſolid. A nook in a mountain on the weſt ſide of 


the bottom of the bay is entirely covered with ſand, which 
probably has been carried up from the ftrand by the vio- 


lence of the wind from the ſea. The eaſt fide. is com- 
| poſed of a ſteep mountain, which reaches to the brink of 
the water, while the weſtern ſhore is very much covered 


with large looſe granites, There are, nevertheleſs, very 


good landing- places here for boats. In other reſpects the 


harbour is inconvenient, as well in conſequence of the 
ſudden flaws of wind that blow from the mountains, as 


from the want of a convenient wate rin "Place, and a wind 


to carry the ſhips out to ſea. | 
A farm with plantations of vines lay a few fibnek throw 


43 
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higher up in the vale. The owner, a European, was the 


only one in Africa who had ſenſe enough to make uſe of 


aſſes; being of opinion, that as they were more ſervice- 


able in hilly countries as beaſts of burden, and at the ſame 
time their food, conſiſting of ſhrubs and the coarſer kinds 


of graſs, was eaſier to be procured, they were better adapt- 


ed to that part of the world than horſes. I had here a 


haſty glimpſe of a little black quadruped, in ſhape 


approaching neareſt to the otter, Which ran and hid itſelf 
in a heap of ſtones. 
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The game here, and in the country about . | 
} conſiſts chiefly. of ſmall antilopes, as in Fal/e-bay, Ts _ 
Aeenboks, (the antilope grimmia of PALLAs,) and o ria . 
A which, however, I have not had an oo Y 
of examining near; likewiſe of duykerboks or diving goa 0 
ſo called from a peculiar manner they have of POE — 
| of diving, as it were, under the buſnes. The met 3 
. hunting theſe ſmall antilopes is to drive them from — 

cover among the buſhes, which 1 is beſt done 120 houn 18; s 
at which time the ſportſman muſt take care to be ready 2 x 
his gun. They are likewiſe caught with ſnares 15 75 n 
the entrance into vineyards and kitchen-gardens. f 1 
ſnares are faſtened to the top of an elaſtic branch or 1 
of a tree, one end of which is. made quite. faſt in Ry - 
earth, and the other being Dent downwards, is attac a 
very ſlightly to a board, which is laid on the COIN » 

+ {lightly covered with earth. It is farther ſo contrived, t at 
when the animal treads on the board, this latter gives a - 
little ſwing) upon which the elaſtic bough Es looſe, ” 
draws the ſnare over one or two of the animals legs, at the 
ſame time lifting the creature up alon g with it into the air; 
ſo that it remains hanging there. Among other animals F 

| ſaw here ichneumons (viverra icbneumon) and ciel og 
(viverra genetta) caught in traps near farm-houſes. T 4 
are ſomething bigger than a common cat, and are in i . 
repute with houſewifes for making great 3 3 8 
the poultry and eggs; though, on the other gs t IT 
do great ſervice by deſtroying the larger kind of rats. n 
the more general ceconomy of nature, theſe animals are 
Kill more ſerviceable ; more ſo indeed than the people at 


the - 
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the Cape are capable of diſtinguiſhing, or know how to th 
turn to their advantage. The river N and Egypt itfelf GE 
for inſtance, would be full of crocodiles, if their eggs were 


not in a great meaſure deſtroyed by the viverra ichneumon. 


In the Eaſt-Indies this animal is famous for diminiſhing 


the number of lizards and venomous ſerpents, which too 


much abound there; and the ſame ſervice is undoubtedly 
done by the viverra "Fphciey. in Africa. They inconteſtably 
alſo contribute to keep the number of moles within 
certain limits. The ichneumon is-likewiſe uſed to be made 
tame in the Eaſt-Indies, ſo that it will follow its maſter as 
tractably as a dog; and by this means it has been diſ- 
covered, that the ophiorbiza is an excellent antidote againft 


the bite of ſerpents. Probably a diſcovery of equal utility 


might be made at the Cape, if the ichneumon was made 


tame there, and theſe. animals were purpoſely ſuffered to 
be bitten by ſeveral ſorts of ſerpents, and at the ſame time 
it was obſerved what antidote they had recourſe to : for 

nature, which has given, and indeed impoſed. on the 


ichneumon the ſame office in Africa as in Aſia, viz. to 


limit the increaſe of the race of ſerpents, has in both places 
furniſhed them with equally good weapons, and an equally 
certain preſervative. It would certainly be worth while 
alſo to make ſimilar experiments with the viverra genetta, 


and ſome others of that genus. The falliculus of this 


latter creature contains a kind of mulk,. in all probability 


not without ſome particular intention in its all-wiſe 


Creator, nor without ſome. uſe: to the animal itſel fs 
perhaps, indeed, for that of men likewiſe, when they 
Mall be at the pains to inveſtigate the matter by experiment. 
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35 | chall take this opportunity too of mentioning a third 

2 Sete of viverra, which is found in theſe parts, though 

I did not get a ſight it till after my return from the 

South-Sea; this was oh uiverra putorius, Which an ac- 

1 —  quaintance of mine caught on Mr. DRE1JER's farm at Ran- 
= — - deboſch, ſituated nearer to the Cape than to 4/phen, This 

animal is not known to be found any where but here and 

in North America; in one word, in the northerti. parts of 

the new world, and the ſouthernmoſt promontory of the 


wa | 


4 old, which is directly contrary to what M. Burrow ſays he 
3 zzs morally certain of. The ſureſt ſep this great and maſ- 


"terly natural hiſtorian could have taken, would have been 
to have contented himſelf with the contemplation of nature, 
which is never without jts uſe, without endeavouring to 
lay down univerſal laws for her; as if no other animal 
could be common to the old and new world, than thoſe 
which could eaſily paſs by land from Aſia to America. 

In one of my excurſions between Apben and Rondebo/ch, 
near a marſhy place in a dale, I came unawares upon an 
animal with which I was totally unacquainted ; but not- 
withſtanding it was within 70 or 80 paces of me, I could 

not get a perfect view of it, on account of the intervention 

of the buſhes, and the creature's running away immediate- 

ly. It did not ſeem however above three feet and a half 

high, but from its aſh-grey colour, and remarkably heavy 

gait in running, I was induced to think it could be nothing 
elſe than a young hippopoiamus, or, as it was here called, 

a SEA-COw. Creatures of this kind are, indeed, never ſeen 

1 in this part of the country; but they are uſed to wander 

10 | far, ſo that Perhaps this had the night before chanced to 
= ſtray 
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ſtray from Zeekoe- valley, near Palſe-bay, a place to Which 7 
they frequently reſort. Were it ſo, I am not at all ſorry 1 
that I did not get a nearer view of a creature otherwiſe ſo 
very dangerous, as, according to my uſual cuſtom, 1 had 
No other weapon about me than my knife and inſect- ſciſſars. 
The reader will ſcarcely imagine, that the fauna and 
ford Capenſis would this ſummer leave me any time for the 
hyp or vapours; I muſt, however, confeſs, that ſome ſoli- 
tary and idle hours, combined with other circumſtances, 
now and'then gave room and occaſton for ennui and weas 
rineſs. The days at the Cape, by reaſon of the greater 
vicinity of that place to the equator, are ſhorter in ſummer. 
than with us. Urged by an ardent zeal and inclination for 
natural hiſtory, I could not help repining, that in a place 
where I had the beſt opportunities for this purpoſe, I found 
my hands tied, in ſome meaſure, by other buſineſs in the 
day-time, and in the long evenings was in want of books and 
many other neceffary helps; but [ more particularly felt 
the want of friends, and of ſociety with fome one, who TT: 
- a proper value upon ſtudy, eſpecially on the ſtudy and in- 
veſtigation of nature, of which here follows an inſtance. 
A Cape phyſician, who had ſtudied ſome time in Hol-- 
land, paid me a viſit at the villa where 1 reſided, and 
requeſted, I know not upon what occaſion, to ſee my 
herbal. I, for my part, was in the higheſt degree deſirous 
to give myſelf, as well as him, this pleaſure, as T could 
not but hope to learn the virtues of divers plants in medi- 
eine. But in theſe hopes I ſoon found myſelf deceived ; 
the African Æſculapius knowing ſcarcely the names, much 
| Es a ms of —— one t. On this fee the coun- 
ry 
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125. _ 1 had a given me Gs oa upon the 


rw whole, but little information. Of ſome hundred plants 
that I laid before him paſſed i in a book, we had ſcarcely 
mtetꝛtrned over the third part, before he began every now and 
1 then to gape. I therefore thought it high time to give 
another turn to the converſation, and ceaſed to trouble him 
any longer with my enquiries. Inſtead of that, I endea- 
voured to rouſe him out of his dream, by communicating. 
to him my opinion of the virtues of ſuch and ſuch an 
herb; for what diſorders ſuch a particular plant might be 
tried with ſafety and hopes of ſucceſs; and this in conſe- 
quence of its affinity and ſimilitude to other plants already 
known, and whoſe virtues had undergone the teſt of ex- 
perience, Or (as far as we were warranted to conclude from 
hence) from the place it held among the natural orders, &c. 
My viſitor all this while was neither polite nor intelligent | 
enough to give his aſſent to what I ſaid, but continued 
. yawning and gaping. I therefore left above half the 
. plants untouched, and turned the diſcourſe to the ſubject 
of commerce and ſhipping, upon which the converſation 
immediately became more lively; a circumſtance, which 
did not at all ſurprize me; for this worthy phyſician's 
income depended more upon merchandize, than upon 
Apollo and the Muſes; and it is much the ſame caſe with 
the reſt of the faculty at the Cape, to the great prejudice of 
the ſick in particular, as well as to that of natural Know- | 
ledge and the art of medicine i in general. 
Should this journal ever chance to fall into hs hands of 


the phyſician, who was Pleaſed to yawn over the collection 
of uſeful Dk that I had the honour of . before 
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him, it is to be Rope, he will kindly excuſe my Waring 


49 


4 0 
April 


borrowed ſo pleaſing an original as himſelf, in order to 


give a more lively idea of the great eſteem and credit in 
which botany ſtands with the collective body of Æſculapiusꝰs 
ſons in Africa. I muſt, however, do him the juſtice to con- 
feſs, that he Was really, in my opinion, the moſt able of 
the faculty 1 in that part of the world. "I acknowledge with 
gratitude all the civilities he afterwards ſhewed me; but 
he muſt not take amiſs my, not being able to conceal a 
truth, which diſcovers the reaſon. or” the ſmall progreſs 
made' by the ſciences in Africa, and, perhaps, in ſome 
other parts of the globe : pe will likewiſe pardon the 


freedom I have taken, in ſetting the whole affair forth in 


its natural colours, juſt as it appeared to me; as by this 


means, the reader is enabled to pals, ſentence of judgment 


himſelf, frequently. better, Perhaps, than could be. done 


by: the relator. 
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IN CE my deſign, | as I have already faid, is to give my 


acquainted with them, I have thought proper to inſert in 


this place an account of an excurſion I'took to Paar and. 
its environs, juft as I drew it up immediately on my re- 


turn home, in a letter to a worthy friend and quondam 


ſhip-mate. It is written in the true ſea-ſtyle, the deſcrip- 


tions and narrative being plentifully interlarded with divers 


phrafes in COMMON uſe among the Sallant ſons of Nep- 
tune. 
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With a carcaſe quite wearied out, I am juſt returned 


home from a Journey on foot over the parched and torrid 
plains of Africa, after having had occaſion to viſit ſeveral 
African 50075. So they here call a ſet of hearty honeſt 
fellows, who, though they do not, indeed, differ in rank 


from our Swediſh peaſants, and make no better figure than. 


the yeomen in our country, are yet for the moſt part ex- 


tremely 


readers the deſcription of this country and people in 
the fame order and manner, in which 1 myſelf became 


) 
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tremely wealthy. On the gth of October in this preſent 
year, IL. ſet out for the Cape, to ſee the burghers perform 
their exerciſe, and likewiſe, according to a Previous agree- 
ment with Mr. O——6, a countryman of our's, to take a 
view of the vegetable. and animal productions of this coun- 


try. Thus, as you may perceive, I intended to kill two 
birds with one ſtone. With regard to the military opęra- 


tions, the brave warriors kept within doors on the x1oth 
on account of the high wind, which indeed was ſo violent 
at the bottom of Lion-mountain, whither I went out a 

botanizing, that I was ſeveral times obliged to lay myſelf 
down upon the ground. On the 11th the whole burgeſly 


turned out into the field“ the coats, as well of the horſe a8 
of the foot, were, to be ſure, all blue, but at the ſame 


time of ſuch different ſhades, that they might as well have 
been red, purple and yellow. Their waiſtcoats, particu- 
larly thoſe of the infantry, were brown, blue and white, 
in ſhort of all the colours of the rainbow. A French 
prieſt, clothed in black, with red heels to his ſhoes, ſtood 
near me, and could not help. exprefling to me his amaze- 
ment at ſeeing ſuch a party-coloured equipment. How- 


ever, this did not prevent them from going through their 


exerciſe extremely well, as a great number of them were 
Europeans, who had ſerved in the laſt war in Germany, 
and ſince that time had been 1 in garriſon at the Cape, when, 


in conſequence of having ſerved five years, they had 
become denizens of the country. Being therefore very 


tender of their military reputation, as well as puffed up 


with pride in conſequence of their ſuperiority in point of 
an, they took it into their heads N years ago to 


SS conſider 


a + ws 


conſider it as a very diſgraceful circumſtance, that they 
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ſhould be obliged to make front againſt the garriſon, who, 


on their ſide, felt themſelves ſo much hurt by the com- 

| pariſon, that the attack became very ſerious ; ſo that 
among other things they loaded on each ſide with coat- 
buttons, pieces of money, and the like. Since this acci- 
dent, both theſe corps are never exerciſed at one and the 
ſame time. | Being diſappointed at not having the company 
of our countryman, I ſet off on my expedition with a Mu- 


latto for my guide, whom I hired for a quarter of a rix- 
dollar per diem. Over his Thoulder he carried a ftaff, at 
one end of which hung my apparatus for keeping my 
herbs, at the other a counterpoue compoſed of a wallet 
filed with proviſions and a few clothes. This guide of 


mine, proud of the name of baſtard, ſoon gave me to un- 
derſtand, that he was no ſlave, as molt of the blacks are, 
but was free-born by his mother's fide, as her mother was 
a Hottentot, and her father an European (as he ſuppoſed) 
of a tolerable good family. To make ſhort of my ſtoryz” 
1 quitted the town, implicitly following my blind deſtiny 


and my tawny pilot. We ſteered our courſe north-weſt, 
and after a number of traverſes over the plains, by twelve 


 O'clock we had got to the gallows. Heus Viator! Here we 
ſtopped a little to contemplate the uncertainty of human 


life. Above half a ſcore wheels placed round it, preſent- 


ed us with the moſt horrid ſubjects for this purpole ;: - the 
Inevitable conſequences,. and at the ſame time the moſt 
flagrant proofs of ſlavery and tyranny ; monfters, that never 
fail to generate each other, together with crimes and miſ- | 


mee of every kind, as ſoon as either of them is once 
introduced. 


N 


LY, 


The length of a man, and the thong i in proportion. In 
this; 
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introduced into any country. The gallows itſelf, the largeſt 
1 ever ſaw, was indeed of itſelf a ſufficiently wide door to 
eternity ; but was by no means too large for the purpoſe 
of a tyrannical government, that in ſo ſmall as town as the 
Cape, could find ſeven victims to be hanged in chains. 


Farther on, where the ſand had been formed into a hard 


maſs by the rain-water lying upon it, I found a number 
of cicindelz ſkipping about, of an unknown ſpecies. At 


this my companion, who had never before ſeen an inſect- 


hunter, fell a laughing 2 he was out of his wits, and 
ſeemed all wonder and aſtoniſhinent. 


There is not a bridge to be found in all Africa. We were 


therefore obliged to wade over ſome pretty deep brooks and © 


rivers; ſo that herborizing, it muſt be owned, is a very 
troubleſome buſineſs here : but then, on the other hand, 


the harveſt is rich. As ſoon as I had ſat myfelf down, I 


made a curious diſcovery of a remarkably prickly rumex 
(or dock), and hkewrle of the tribulus terreftris. Here and 


there too, we found plenty of recruits for my regiment of 
inſects, and my collection of plants; a TORR Wir which, 


in proportion as it enlivened my mind, infufed freſh 


ſpirits into my body, and ſtrength into my limbs. Theſe 
latter I had likewiſe an opportunity of reſting on the 


following occaſion. Among the waggons that overtook us, 


there was one drawn by ſix pair of oxen, after the faſhion 
of the country. In this a ſlave lay aſleep, as drunk as 


David's ſow, likewiſe in a great meaſure after the country 
faſhion. Another however more ſober than he, ſat at the 
helm, with a whip, the handle-of which was three times 


53 


1772. 
April. 


is 
, 


11 


Wt 
THANE 


54 


1772. 
April. 


Ar VOYAGE To THE 


this country they never uſe reins 1 their oxen, for which 


N reaſon, though he flouriſhed his whip about from right 


to left with great dexterity, the beaſts not being under 


much diſcipline heaved continually from larboard to ſtar- 


board, ſometimes acroſs the road, and ſometimes -along-ſide 


of it; ſo that the driver was not unfrequently obliged to 
jump off from the waggon, in order to impreſs his ſenti- 


ments with the greater energy on the foremoſt oxen of 
the team. The waggons are ſo large and wide in the car- 


| riage that they Cannot eaſily overturn, and where the rad Rp 


is worſe than ordinary, the foremoſt oxen are uſually 
led. Up in the waggon fat a Dutchman, who being much 
Hurt at ſeeing me on foot, very courteouſly obliged me, 
together with my ſervant, to get into the waggon and ride. 
In about the ſame latitude we were overtaken by a farmer. 
We hailed one another, that 1s, we called to, and ſaluted 


each other, as ſhips do at ſea; and were informed by him, 


that he was a eee lad (ſo the Europeans are 
called here), and had a wife and family near the 7wenty- 


four rivers, at the diſtance of forty uurs from thence, 


in one of the prettieſt ſpots, to his mind, in the whole 


country. But I now began to reflect, that neither 


ToURNEFORT in the Levant, nor LiNNAUs in the Lapland 
mountains, -nor any other botaniſt within the compaſs of 
my knowledge, had ever gone out a herborizing in- a ſix- 


poked waggon, and at the ſame-time that my ſtudies and 


collections could be in no wiſe forwarded by a carriage of 
this kind; moreover, that although by this means my 
legs might get ſome eaſe, the other parts of me would 
ſuffer for it in | conſequence of the Joiting of the carriage; 


therefore 


8 
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thereford taking to my feet again, I went on till I argindl 2 


at the company's farm. The overſeer or bailiff, (or as CO 
= they call him there, the Baar) preſented me with a glaſs 
y a ſtrong-bodied wine, which was by no means adapted 
o quench my thirſt; but the water here was brackiſh, 
pe had a falt tafte, and they had no milk nor cows, 
although there was upon the farm a conſiderable number 
of horſes and other cattle. The reafon of this was, that 
in ſuch places there is uſually ſtationed a guard of ſoldiers, 
who care more for wine than milk; the paſture was like- 
wile greatly in fault, being unfavourable for milch-cows, 
and drying up their milk. I therefore took leave of the 
baas, an appellation given to all the chriſtians here, parti- 
cularly to bailiffs and farmers. The next farm belonged 
to a peaſant, who was a native of Africa. I now took it 
into my head for the firſt time, to make a trial of this 
people's ſo much boaſted hoſpitality; but unluckily the 
man himſelf was gone to the review at the Cape, and had 
left only a few flaves at home, under the command of an 
old Crone, who ſaid that the bed-clothes were locked up. 
I could eaſily perceive, that ſhe had as little deſire to har- 
bour me, as I had to ſtay with her. It was now already 
dark, but notwithſtanding this and my {tiff and wearied 
legs, I reſolved to go on to another farm-houſe, that 
appeared in ſight. We miſſed our way in a dale, and 
wandered among the thickets and buſhes. The jackalls, 
or African foxes, now began their nightly {erenade, pretty 
much in the ſame notes as thoſe of our foxes in Europe; 
2 and frogs and owls filled up the concert with their horridly 
3 2 pPlwBhaintive accompaniment. At length we came to a little 
$I | 6 riſing, 
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oO: riſing ground, ain we could again. diſcern the farm, 
and diſcover the right road. A guard of dogs, which in 
Africa are allowed the unlimited privilege of falling foul 5 
on ſuch foot paſſengers as travel at night, (the later the 
more liable to ſuſpicion, ) ſet upon us, and frightened us 
not a little. It was now half an hour paſt eight; however, 5 

as the people were not yet in bed, they came out to our 
aſliſtance, ſo that we received no other wounds than thoſe 
4 - inflicted on the ſkirts of our coats. We were turned into 
—_ the kitchen, where we heard a piece of news, that founded 
We El es like a thunder-clap to us; this was, that the bags or 
ſteward was gone to the review, and that every accommo- 
dation was locked up. But I felt the preſſure of this dif- 
ficulty ſtill more at break of day. In the mean time the 
flave, with the greateſt good-nature and reſpect, begged 
me to be ſo kind as to make ſhift with a little tea and bread 
which he had of his own. My ſervant, together with 
this houſe-ſlave, and another that looked after the cattle, 
5 fell on board a loaf of coarſe bread and lard; to them a 
mmoſt delicate and ſavoury diſh. After they had deliberated 
ſome time upon the matter in the Portugueſe language, I 
was put into the abſent Ss own bed-chamber. The bed - 
was tolerable, but the floor was made of loam, the walls bare, 
and the whole furniture conſiſted of a cracked tea-caniſter, 
with a few empty bottles, and a couple of chairs. | 
As the door would not lock, I ſet the chairs againſt it, 
ſo that in caſe any attempt ſhould be made againſt my life 
I might be awakened by the noiſe. After this I laid myſelf 
down to ſleep, with a drawn knife under my pillow. The 
many murders thats 4 to my — were committed in 


this 


* x 


| 
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this country, rendered this caution extremely un 
The next morning I began to aſk; for my breakfaſt, which 


conſiſted of ſome ſtale ſinali, a kind of lard prepared and 
kept in a wooden trough, to be uſed by way of butter; they 


likewiſe preſented me with a chop of veniſon, which they 
broiled for me, but ſeaſoned it too high with pepper. My 
hunger made me fo civil, as not to ſhow any ſlight to my 
black hoſt's entertainment; though 1 did not fit long at 
table. An unexpected but very violent quarrel, carried on 
in the Portugueſe language, which I did not underſtand, 
now aroſe between the domeſtic ſlave and the cow-keeper. 
Both their black faces looked like coals on fire. At laſt the 
latter taking out his knife, the other was forced to buy him 
off with a large Alice of meat; upon which lighting his 


breakfaſt pipe, he went his way, after they had on both 


tides renewed their friendſhip with looks of the utmoſt 
cordiality. However, for all this ſeeming reconciliation, 
z the houſe-ſlave took a cruel revenge on his antagoniſt's 
dog, which happened to ſtay behind in the kitchen. 


Yet, notwithſtanding his having been guilty of ſo mean 


an action, this ſlave had caught ſo much of the generous 
Hame of the African hoſpitality, that I could not eafily 
perſuade him to accept of a trifling acknowled gment for 
his ſervices. - Soon after break of day I ſet out again on my 
Journey, when, for the firſt time ſince my arrival in theſe 
parts, my eyes were gratified with the fight of extenſive 
corn-fields, which were now in full verdure, with their 
blades riſing a foot out of- the ground; for in Tyger- 


mountain diſtrict, where I was at this time, the tillage of 


corn is the huſbandman's chief employ. Wheat and 
Vo. I. e eee barley 
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barley, however, are the only ſorts of corn that are found 


ww in the whole colony. The former is uſed only for bread; 
the latter merely for the purpoſe of foddering horſes; . 


either the green corn being cut down in the blade once or 


oftener according as the growth of it will admit, or elſe 


the corn, as ſoon as it is ripe, being ground down into 
groats, and then mixed with the cut ſtraw for their horſes, 
in the ſame manner as is practiſed with us. About ten 


o'clock I took ſhelter from the rain in a farm-houſe, where 


I found the female ſlaves ſinging pſalms, while they were 
at their needle- work. Their maſter, being poſſeſſed with 
a zeal for religion quite unuſual in this country, had pre- 
vailed with them to adopt this godly duſtom; but with that 


ſpirit of economy which univerſally prevails among theſe 


coloniſts, he had not permitted them to be initiated into the 
community of chriſtians by baptiſm; ſince by that means, 
acccording to the laws of the land, they would have ob- 
tained their freedom, and he would have loſt them from his 


ſervice. This very godly boor was born at Berlin, and had 
been mate of a ſhip in the Eaſt-Indies. This occaſioned 


us to enter into a converſation on the victories of his much- 
loved monarch, and in the ſpace of an hour after that, 


upon every ſubject that could be imagined. My throat 
Kill felt as if it was burnt up with pepper, and my ſtomach 


was tormented with hunger. The former was aſſuaged by 
a couple of glaſſes of wine, but being aſhamed to complain 
of the latter, I left it to its fate to wait till noon (when 
perhaps I might chance to get an invitation from ſome 
good ſoul,) and return to my botanical calling and occupa- 
tion © among the ſhrubs and buſhes, with Which this unter 
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is to be ſeen here. The ſoil hereabonts, viz. round about 
Tyger-berg and Koe- berg, i is, to all appearance, moſtly a dry 
barren ſand of gravel; yet, in this diſtrict, ſo full of hil- 
locks, there are certain dales covered with mould, and 
yielding aplentiful harveſt to a few peaſants, who apply them- 
{elves to the culture of lemon, orange, and pomegranate-trees. 
At three in the afternoon I arrived at the houſe of farmer 
Van der Spoei, who was a widower, and an African born, 
and likewiſe brother to the perſon, who, you know, 1s 
proprietor of the red or old Conhantia. Without ſeeming 
to take the leaſt notice, *'he ſtood ſtock- ſtill in the houſe- 
Paſſage waiting for my coming up, and then did not ſtir a 
ſingle ſtep to meet me, but taking me by the hand, 
greeted me with Good day! welcome! how are you? who 
are you? a glaſs of wine? a pipe of tobacco? will you eat 
any thing? 1 anſwered his queſtions in the ſame order as 


. 17 Y 
3 


he put them, and at the ſame time accepted of the offer he 


made at the cloſe of them. His daughter, a clever well- 
behaved girl about twelve or fourteen years of age, ſet on 
the table a fine breaſt of lamb, with ſtewed carrots for 


5 heart might be plainly read in the countenance and de- 
1 meanour of both father and child. 1 ſeveral times ad- 


filence. His anſwers were ſhort and ſenſible; but upon 
the whole, he — the converſation himſelf, any 
5 12 farther 


8 
BF, 
* 


, almoſt entirely covered, excepting ſuch ſpots as are cul- 
tivated. Not one foreſt-tree, indeed ſcarcely any wild tree, 


4 ſauce; and after dinner offered me tea with ſo good a 
By grace, that I hardly knew which to prefer, my entertain- 
ment or my fair attendant. Diſcretion and goodneſs of 


dreſſed myſelf to my hoſt, in order to break in upon his 
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farther than to aſk me to ſtay with them that night: how- 
Sv ever, I took leave of him, not without being much af- 
fected with a benevolence as uncommon to be met with, 


as undeſerved on my part. In my great zeal for botany, 


I did not pay the leaſt attention to my ſtiff and wearied 
py legs, but hobbled as well as I could over the dry and tor- 


rid hills moving all the day long as if 1 was upon gits. 


Towards evening I felt myſelf leſs weary, as, by a conti- 


nuation of the motion of walking and jumping, my limbs 
were grown more pliable. Not far from the farm we had 
a brook to croſs, where we met with a female ſlave, who 
very officiouſly and obligingly ſhewed us the ſhalloweſt 


places. She ſeemed to lay her account in receiving ſome 


amorous kind of acknowledgment, in which ſhe could not 
be otherwiſe than diſappointed, as ſhe. had the misfortune 
to meet with a delicate as well as a weary philoſopher. In 


the evening I arrived in good time at a farm, where the 


father and mother were from home; but Maſter Jobn and 
Mijs Suſey gave me houſe-room notwithſtanding. It was a 
Handſome building, and, like all the reſt on the road, com- 


poſed partly of brick, and partly of clay, well Wan en 
together, but without any other floor than the bare earth. 


I had intended to go ſtill farther, but when 1 ſaw a large 


churn on the floor, and heard from Suſey' s own mouth, 


that they had thirty milch-cows, you may imagine that I 


1 did not think of going, eſpecially as I had ſeldom found 


milk very plentiful ſince my arrival in Africa. The farm 
was ſaid to yield about three thouſand two hundred buſhels 
of corn yearly, which was from ten to fifteen times the 


_quantity that was ſown. A good wheten loaf, light and 
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well-baked, and above. two feet in diameter, was ſet upon 
the table, and of this, with ſome milk and 'freſh butter 


I made an excellent meal. They ſeemed to take a great 


pleaſure in entertaining me, and (though they ſtrove to 
conceal their laughter) appeared highly entertained in their 
turn with my broken Dutch, and my apparatus for catch- | 
ing and preſerving inſects. My collection of herbs they 
liked very well, as they themſelves prepared a kind of 


Plaiſter with herbs and WAX. The next morning they 


of grouts, and, according to the cuſtom of the country, 
as weak as ſmall beer. However, I ſet out again on my 
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brought me coffee, which I left untouched, it being full i 


journey, quite lively and briſk after the high treat I had 


had of milk. As my box of inſects was. already. quite 


full, I was obliged to put a whole regiment of flies and 
other inſects round the brim of my hat. On the road we 


paſſed a cow-keeper, who was roaſting a ſmall tortoiſe, 


the fleſh of which taſted like that of a chicken. Two or 


three miles farther on we met with a ſhepherd, that was _ 


regaling himſelf with roaſt lamb at his maſter's expence. 


My companion, who knew the full value of his liberty, ex- 
preſſed great ſatisfaction at finding, that poor flaves had 
| ſometimes an opportunity of revenging themſelves on their 
tyrants by a breach of truſt. He informed me, that it 


was common for ſhepherds, who had rigid and niggardly 
maſters, when a ewe had twins, to keep always one of 
them for themſelves, and very often the other too, when- 
ever they had an opportunity of concealing-the theft. At 


three o'clock we came to "another farm. Here I had ſome 


- converſation with the old Lady of the houſe about her 4. wi 
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which ſhe had in her hands and feet, and at the ſame time 


Go concerning her good man's rheumatiſm, which in order to get 


rid of by ſweating, he was gone on a journey to the warm 
cbaths. A houſe plaiſtered up in a ſlovenly manner with 
clay, a heap of dirty ſcabby children, a female ſlave drag- 
ging after her a heavy iron chain faſtened to one of her 
legs, the features of the old woman herſelf, her peaked 
noſe, her perpetually ſcolding her ſervants, and laſtly, her 
entertaining me with nothing but cold water, plainly indi- 
cated that poverty dwelt in her houſe, and at the ſame 
time that the gout had in her choleric temperament a very 


fertile ſoil to grow in. She adviſed me to ſet myſelf down 


an the Paarl (a tract of ground a little way from thence, 
Planted with vines, and inhabited by vine-dreſſers,) in or- 
der to make my fortune by turning quack. She inform- 
ed me, that there had been a phyſician there before, who 
had had no practice, as his price was too high. She ſaid, 


that ſhe. never could, nor ever ſhould be perſuaded to be 


bled, or to take any kind of phyſic; nevertheleſs, ſhe 


thought it very comfortable for a perſon to have acceſs to 


a phyſician in caſe of ſickneſs. You ſee, Sir, that an 


5 Aren cottage will afford you a view of mankind, ſimi- 


lar to what you may have had in the palaces of Europe, 


where (it muſt be owned) they call in phyſicians to their 
aſſiſtance, but ſeldom fail to manage themſelves in a great 


meaſure according to their own caprice. In purſuance of 
the information I obtained 1 took the road to the right, 
which, I was told, would carry me to the houſe of a rich 
and infirm widow of fifty-two years of age. My ſervant, 


Who was ente there, warned me not to frighten the 


good 
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good woman into fits with my inſects ſtuck on the brim of 4011 
my hat; for which reaſon, having arrived there about five Wye 
45 o'clock, and been well received by her, I took care to turn 
the crown of my hat away from her, and afterwards hid 
my hat in a corner of the room. Immediately my mouth 
was crammed with bread, butter, and cheeſe, wine and 
tea, and at the ſame time was employed i in giving diſſer- — 
tations on the gout, apoplexy, violent bleedings at the 
noſe, coughs, and her poor deceaſed huſband's dropſy. 
The good lady was attenfive to hear, and I to eat, as much 
as ever my lectures would permit me. During theſe, a 
tell-tale huſſey of a female ſlave, who was a favourite with 
her miſtreſs, had been pumping my ſervant in the kit- 
chen, upon which ſhe. whiſpered her miſtreſs in the ear, 
that my hat was fult of little beaſts (Seine beſijes.) The 
old lady immediately quitted the fine inſtructions that I 
was about giving her with reſpect to diet, in order to go \ 
and look at the ſtrange and wonderful ſight that was to be 4H 
ſeen on my hat. But what aſtoniſhed her the moſt in this 
affair was, to ſee the little animals run through the body 
with pins, and faſtened to the brim of my hat. An ex- 
planation was required on the ſpot. It was now neceſſary 
for me to ceaſe eating a while, for fear of being choked 
with ſome of the big words and long Dutch phraſes, which I 
was obliged to coin on the ſpot, in order to convince her of 
the great utility of underſtanding theſe little animals for 
medical and ceconomical purpoſes, and at the ſame time to 
the glory of the great Creator. Fortunately for me I deſcant- 
ed on this ſubject with great ſucceſs, though not without 
ſome inquietude for, in caſe I had not ſucceeded, I ſhould 
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.certainly have been turned out of doors for a conjuror Ge- 


2 meeſter:) but now, on the contrary, the good woman begged 


me to ſtay, and I prognoſticated to myſelf a good night's 
reſt in ſuch an elegant and well-furniſhed houſe. Soon 
after there came a light cart, with company. This con- 


ſiſted, firſt, of her daughter; ſecondly, of a very ſtout fat 
country *(quire or yeoman, Mr. M*, Who was ſaid to 
be able to give each of his daughters four thouſand gui- 


neas on their marriage, one of whom had, by ſome acci- 
dent or other, already lain in of a black child, the father 
of which, as a reward for his kindneſs, had been advanced 
from the condition of ſlave to that of priſoner for life in 
one of the Robben iſles, and the lady herſelf to that of 
wife to her father's bailiff; thirdly, of the ſquire's half bro- 
ther, {till more corpulent than Himſelf. The father of 


theſe gentlemen was a native of Livonza, and had been a 


ſoldier in the Swediſh ſervice. They had ſeen an inſect- 


hunter before, but when they looked into my collection of 
herbs, and found it to contain not only flowers, but like- 


wiſe graſs and ſmall branches of ſhrubs and trees, they 
could not forbear laughing at a ſight ſo unexpected. The 
young lady got from me all the intelligence I could give 
her on the ſubject of pimples and freckles, and, by way 


of reimburſing myſelf, I aſked her ſeveral queſtions con- 


cerning domeſtic remedies and the warm bath, which ſhe 
had lately uſed for three weeks. She likewiſe, together 
with her mother, adviſed me to practiſe phyſic in PAARL; 
but it is a great pity, they added, that a man who ſeems 
to underſtand our diſorders ſo well, ſhould Tpeak our lan- 
guage 0 me | 
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There was no milk to be had here, but the want of it 
was amply ſupplied by a very good and well-drefſed ſup- 
per. The wine went round in bumpers to each others 
haealths, and to the continuance of our friendſhip and ac- 


quaintance. The converſation turned upon various ſub- 
Jes, and among Ne of corpulency, and the cuſtom 


of ſleeping after dinner; and the efficient cauſe of theſe, 
viz. the Livonian gentlemen's uſe of the warm bath in 
this climate, was diſcuſſed with great preciſion. We wiſh- 
ed one another a good night; but I myſelf reſted very ill; 
for the unuſually purſy batchelor, who fell to my ſhare, 
ſnored continually, and proved very troubleſome. He look- 
ed indeed very good-humoured, as well as his lively and 
Plaiſirige broeder, but was not able to ſay much; and when 

he did ſpeak, he wheezed fo much, as to be for the moſt 
part unintelligible to me. He puffed and blowed more in 


putting on his ſhoes and ſtockings, than I did when J laſt 


went up Table- mountain. The next morning I bid theſe 
good people adieu, and took the road leading to Berg-rivier, 


or Mountain river, in Paarl. The ferry lay a good deal 
out of my way, who had no particular buſineſs to tranſact 


on the other fide ; ſo that having obſerved an uncultivated 
iſlet, three or four fathoms diſtant from the bank, where the 
ſheep and goats could not get to foreſtall me in the bloom- 
ing produce of the ſoil, I ventured over on ſome bundles 


of the palmites, (or acorus palmita)the plant I ſpokeof above, 
which were ſo {ſmooth and brittle, -that, if I had chanced 


to make the leaſt ſlip, I muſt have been inevitably drowned 
by getting between them, or ele under them. My hat 


and queue excepted, I went a botanizing on this iſland in 
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the ſame dreſs as Adam wore in his ſtate of innocence. 
My ſkin quite parched up by the fun, ſerved, however, 
to convince me, that I had loſt in my little paradiſe the 
dominion over the gnats and horſe- flies. Theſe diminutive 
animals ſoon obliged me to turn back and put on my clothes, 
when I afterwards botanized along the courſe of the river, 
and ſo paſſing through ſeveral farms, I arrived at Paarl at 
a miller's, who was fitting and taking his afternoon's nap. 
A more ſerious and even ſeemingly ſurly chap, I never 
ſaw in my life. He ſet before me an old crazy chair, and 
without aſking who I was, ſaid directly, hat will you 
chuſe to have ? (Wat zal ye bruthen ?) J ſee, replied I, you 
have got ſome tea, be ſo kind as to give me ſome bread to 
it, for 1 am both hungry and thirſty; I have ſpent the | 
whole day in culling of fimples. What, baue you cat 
nothing to-day? Girl, bring ſome meat, bread, and a bottle 
of wine! ſays the croſs-grained old fellow. Accordingly I 
ate my belly full, and afterwards drank to his health ; 
during the whole of which time he was ſmoking his pipe. 
in filence, and poring over an aſtrological almanack of the 
laſt century. During all which time, he did not once 
addreſs himſelf to me; and to a queſtion or two I aſked 
him, he anſwered me ſo ſhort, that I imagined he was 
extremely diſpleaſed with my viſit, and therefore could not 
help preſſing him to accept of a pecuniary recompence for 
my entertainment. He anſwered me poſitively with a moſt 
inflexible air, No; that TI certainly will not, it is our duty 
70 afit travellers. For my ſervant, without my know- 
ledge, he had ordered a good luncheon of bread and meat, 
but did not follow me half way over "ms" {hppery loam- 
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floor when 1 took my leave of him. Affected with an 


internal ſenſe of gratitude, I wiſhed within myſelf, that 


heaven might pardon: ſo worthy. a miller, in caſe he ſhould 


at any time chance to treſpaſs on his neighbour's corn. 

A little farther on lived a Kefer, that is, a Sexton, a 
ſet of people that are more reſpected by the Calviniſts than 
with us. He was of black extraction by the mother's ſide. 
I went in, fat myſelf down, and drank a diſh of miſerable 
tea without ſugar. The Koſter's wife, who was rather in 


years, was then ſick in bed. I enquired into the nature 


of the diſorder: but when I was told that the patient, not- 
withſtanding the uſe of the warm bath for three weeks, 
remained as it were contracted in all her limbs, and her 
joints quite filled up with chalk- ſtones, I did not chuſe to 


tay any thing more, than that the gout was a terrible afflic- 


tion, and ſhrugging up my ſhoulders, enquired for the 


right road. Juſt before the door grew the Cataputia plant. 


IL aſked the man if he made any uſe of the ſeeds, or 


whether I might gather any of them? He anſwered, he did 


not uſe them himſelf, but in general gave them to his 
friends: Gather what you will of them, continued he, 7 


never heard any body aſk after them before, what do you want 


them for For medical purpoſes, replied I. I now had 
brought an old houſe over my head, and was obliged to go 


in again, and hear the account of the old woman's illneſs, 
as well as explain the cauſe of it. However, I thought it 


neceſſary to inform her, with very little circumlocution, 
that her ſtay in this calamitous World was likely to be of 
very ſhort duration. She was glad to be freed from her 
miſery, and her huſband to get rid of a hickly wife; on 
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which account they both of them ſeemed to hear my fatal 


A prognoſtic with pleaſure, and made me drink a couple of 


glaſſes of wine for my pains; and at the ſame time offered 


to ſhew me the church, which ſtood juſt by. By this edi- 
fice I could plainly perceive, that theſe boors beſtowed no 
more pains upon God's houſe, than they did upon their 
own. This church was, indeed, as big as one of our 


largeſt ſized hay -barns, and neatly covered, as the other 


houſes are, with dark-coloured reeds ; but without any 


arching or ceiling, ſo that the tranſoms and beams within-⸗ 


ſide made a miſerable appearance. Altars and altar-tables 
are, I believe, never uſed in the reformed church. There 


were benches on the ſides for the men, but the women 
have each of them their chair or ſtool in the aiſle. 9 


pulpit was too plain and ſlovenly. 1 
From hence I ſet off from home by a by-way, as little 


known to my guide as to myſelf. Eighteen China oranges, 
which I had bought in Paarl for one ſkelling Dutch, 


proved extremely ſerviceable to me at this time; and a 


large roll of tobacco which my ſervant had taken with him, 
was a {till more deſirable vqgde mecum for him. He carried 
really a heavy load, which however appeared to be very little 
burden to him. But on the other hand, it muſt be con- 
ſidered, that he went on always in a ſtrait line, while I con- 
tinually ran from one ſide to the other, peeping among the 
buſhes. It was already dark when we arrived at a farm- 
houſe, where the boor himſelf was not at home. During 
his abſence, I drew his wife into a converſation concerning 
houſhold affairs, and found (what I much wondered at in 
0 tubſtantial a —— that "Rep had ſeldom any great 


ner 
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plenty of milk ;- and this on account of the dry barren hills 


near them, and other cauſes not worth mentioning here 


but that on the other hand, they had a good ſtock K 
ſheep, ſome arable land, and vineyards, which, by means 
of water-conduits, might be rendered fertile. She was as 


generous and good kind of woman as one would wiſh to- 


ſee, but unluckily happened to offer me juſt every thing 


that I did not wiſh for, wine, brandy, and tobacco. Her 


huſband, a very briſk lively old fellow, being at laſt come 


home, immediately drank to me, ſaying, Perhaps you ſup- 


poſe that nobody knows any thing but yourſelf, with your 


herbs and you, but you ſhall ſee that we African peaſants are 


not all ſo flupid as you think for. Upon this, by way of 
ſurpriſing me, he diſplayed a few good books, and a heap 
of traſh, on almoſt every ſcience ; all of which I could do 


no other than commend, as he did nothing but run be- 
tween me and his book-caſe, and read over the whole title- 


page of every book, the printer's and bookſeller's name not 
being omitted. You ſee, ſays he, that I do not ſpend my 
zwhole time in following the plough. We almoſt called one 
another Couſin-Germans, he being a Livonian and I a 


Swede. At night there was no taper of ſtarving for want 


of victuals. You muſt eat hearty with us farmers, ſaid the 


| kind-hearted dame. Eat aud /pare nos: and much good 
may it do you. They had their butter and cheeſe, together 


witn hung: beef, or rather buffalo fleſh, from their grazing 
farms, almoſt ſix hundred miles up the country. By the 


appearance of the ſoup and green-peas I could plainly per- 


ceive, that my learned hoſt had not ſtudied any books of 
cookery, Which 11 in Africa would have been of much more 
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uſe to him than poetry and the dead languages. The 
good woman of the houſe was obliged to go to bed alone, 


while her huſband employed himſelf with the hiſtory of 


JoSEPHUS, in order to convince me of his great attachment 
to ſtudy; Many people in this country call their flayes, 
ſome after the months, and others after the days of the 
week in which they were born. Accordingly early in the 
morning I was waked here by the horrid ſhrieks and cries 
of January and February, who were undergoing the diſ- 

cipline of their maſter's laſh, becauſe the horſes had not 


been found the preceding evening. Soon after, the fa- 


mily got ready for going to church, but were prevented. 


by a ſhower of rain. In the mean time we ate our break- 
faſts, and drank: to each others health; upon which I 


returned them thanks and took leave of them, with a lun- 
cheon of bread and butter doubled together, and ſtuffed. 
into my coat-pocket by my hoſt and hoſteſs, by way of 
(weegkoſt) or proviſion for my journey. I was. ſecretly 


much affected at receiving fuch tokens of good-will, quite 
undeſerved on my part, from the hands of people to whom 


1 was an entire ſtranger. 


The woman was goodneſs itſelf, but this 00 0 Was 
enſhrined in a mighty phlegmatic body. The old fellow's 


phraſeology, as well as his library, diſcovered, that he 


Was, as well as myſelf, a run- away ſtudent, I likewiſe 
afterwards came to know, that he had been a ſurgeon, ; 
and had been ſent thither as a ſoldier by the crimps or 
kidnappers; and at the ſame time I learned, that he had. 


got the greater part of his books by marriage with a par- 


ſon's daughter, his preſent wife. This good woman could 
LEE: Zh ä — 
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not have choſen, to counteract her phlegm, a more choleric 77% 
piece of val for a waſband, Md ol in 5050 of a nen 


Wen . hi faves 70 death. I a, my wear Sir, 
adduce many inſtances to prove, that the conſtant exerciſe 
of any crime whatſoever, particularly of ſuch as, like the 
ſlave trade, or the trafficking with the liberties of mankind, 
are not only tolerated but even privileged, never fails to 
plunge men into diſorders and miſdemeanors of various 
kinds. 1 1 
On the lands belonging t to this farm ſtands the 75 ower of 
Babel; ſo they call a little hill, which is mentioned by this 
mame by KoLBr, as being of a remarkable ſize, and 
which will ever remain a ſtanding monument of this au- 
thor's inaccuracy. I paſs over my little adventures with 
_ Jerpents, ſcorpions, cameleons, and other animals of the 
lizard kind, well knowing, that you are not endued with 

taſte enough to take pleaſure in, and be ſenſible of the 
beauties of, theſe reptiles, a claſs of animals with which 
this Canaan of Africa abounds. But I muſt not omit to 
tell you, how much bewildered and puzzled we frequently 
were on our. return homewards, particularly once on a 
large plain. After wandering about it for a conſiderable 
time, we at length met with ſeven of the company's 
ſervants or ſoldiers, but by no means to our advantage; 
for theſe my fellow-chriſtians, intoxicated with the wine 
which they carried about them in leathern bottles or cala- 
baſſes,” were at! variance among themſelves, and to all 
appearance did not with to give us”; any information, as 
every one _of them pointed out to us an almoſt entirely dif- 

ferent 


* 
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9 ferent way. Jabbering to me all at once in High Dutch, Low 
butch, Hanoverian, &c. they all endeavoured to make me 
believe, that I ſhould meet with rivers, mountains, de- 
ſerts, and the like, if, according to their ſea dialect, I did not 
ſteer my courſe right. Another aſked me whither I was 
bound? and then told me how I ſhould lay my tacks to 
ſtarboard and larboard. I thanked them, and got away 
from. them as well as I could; on whith they formed a 
ring round my ſervant, and chattered to him about the 
road till his head was quite turned. At length they got 
into a diſpute themſelves about the ſame ſubject, by which 
means we both got looſe from them. What was now to 
be done? Being without chart or compaſs, I endeavoured 
to direct my courſe by the ſun, till I overtook a black hea- 
then, who was tending ſheep; and in conſequence of 
whole ſober and ſenſible directions, I arrived in the even- 
ing at a farm-houſe, the bailiff of which, a Hanoverian, 
welcomed me in the moſt friendly manner, with a hearty - 
ſlap of the hand, in the African ſtyle. He entertained me 
with milk, and an account of the love affairs and intrigues he 
had when he was a ſoldier in England. He alſo gave me a 
Cale or liſt (which, by his defire, I took down in my 
; pocket-book, as the reſult of his own experience) of the 
conſtant order of precedence in tove, which ought to be 
obſerved among the fair ſex in Africa: this was as follows. 
Firſt the Madaga/car women, who are the blackeſt and 
handſomeſt ; next to theſe the Ma/abars, then the Bugune/e 


or Malays, after theſe the Hottentots, and laſt and worſt of 


all, the white Dutch women. The exceſſively nice ſtewed 
cabbage we had for ſupper, he — to be the beſt in 


the 


* 
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the world; and at the farbe time, that its criſpneſs pro- 


ceeded from the ſoil being highly impregnated with ſalt- 
petre. In fact, the land here was ſandy and low, and 


probably contained much ſea-falt. Being but two chriſtians 
among twelve or fourteen men ſlaves, we bolted the door 


faſt, and had five loaded pieces hanging over our bed. 


During the whole evening I had ſeen the flaves in ſuch 


good humour, and ſo kindly and familiarly treated, that 
(the want of liberty excepted) they really ſeemed to 


be better off than many ſervants in Europe; I there- 


fore obſerved to my hoſt, that his mildneſs and kind- 


neſs was the beſt pledge for their good behaviour, and the 


ſureſt preſervative againſt their attacks. It may be ſo, 


replied he, but beſides that, there are always ſome run- 


away and rebel flaves wandering about, in order to plunder 


houſes of victuaſs and fire-arms, or elſe to draw others 
over to their party; we have likewiſe inftances of the 
blacks becoming furious at night, and committing murder, 


more particularly on the perſons of their maſters; but 


ſometimes, if they cannot get at them, on ſome of their 


PIP or elſe upon themſelves. | 1 am here in the 


pus 


W they 8 ill to me or to each other. | The 
Buguneſe in particular are revengeful, and ſcrupulous with 
reſpect to the adminiſtration of juſtice. Indeed, in order to 


avoid jealouſy, quarrels and murder, my maſter does not 


permit any female ſlaves to be kept here; but 1, for my 


part, could wiſh it were otherwife here, as well as in other 


places, where! formerly was a ſervant. As the caſe ſtands now, 


they are loneſome and ſolitary, and conſequently flow and 
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fluggiſh enough. The chief of my maſter s income from 


GIS this farm ariſes from the breeding of horſes. But could 


female ſlaves be brought hither, he would get ſtill more 


by the propagation of the human ſpecies; and indeed, a : 
female flave who is prolific, 18 always fold for three times 


as much as one that is barren. 


From the information that I have junk given you, you 
wil perhaps, my good friend, be apt to conclude with me, 


that even the moſt gentle and ſupportable kind of tyranny 


always brings with it its own puniſhment, in troubled ſleep 


and an uneaſy conſcience. Slaves, even under the mildeſt 


tyrant, are bereaved of the rights of nature. The melan- 


bh, choly remembrance of ſo painful a loſs, is moſt apt to ariſe 


during the filence of the night, when it ceaſes to be diffi- 


pated by the buſtle of the day. What wonder then, if 


thoſe who have deprived theſe poor fellows of their 
liberties, ſhould ſometimes be forced to ſign and ſeal 
with their blood the violated rights of mankind? Ought 


not my hoſt, gentle as he was, to fear the effects of deſpair 


on twelve ſtout fellows forcibly taken from their native 
country, their kindred, and their freedom ? Is it not likewiſe 
to be dreaded, that thus ſhut out from the commerce of 
the fair ſex, which ſweetens life, and renders its cares 


ſupportable, their inclinations, which by nature are ex- 


tremely warm, ſhould treſspaſs againſt manhood ?—In the 


courſe of our converſation on rural ceconomy I took notice, 


that a {ſlave born in the country (eſpecially a ba/tard) who 
can drive a waggon ſafe and well, and who can be truſted 


to inſpect the other ſlaves, or is looked upon as a clever 


and faithful ſervant, bears the price of five hundred rix- 


I dollars, 


1 
* 


dollars. One that is newly brought from Madagaſcar, or . 

is in other reſpects not ſo ſkilful nor ſo much to be depended wyw 
upon, coſts from an hundred to an hundred and fifty rix- 

dollars. A horſe that in Sweden would fetch ten rixdollars, 


coſts at the Cape from thirty to forty ; a draught ox from 
eight to ten; but a tolerable, good milch- cow from twelve 


to fourteen ; one ditto brought from the mother country 
or any part of Europe, and of a fort that produces a great 
quantity of milk, will fell for forty or fifty rixdollars, and 
the purchaſer may think himſelf favoured into the bargain;- 
all which has ſince been confirmed to me by ſeveral 


others. 


On Monday morning I took. leave, and aſked the road 


towards home, when I was anſwered, © There is no road this 
way. You muſt leave the road that goes to the Cape to the 


right, and then go ſtrait forward through the buſhes, 
when you will come within ſight of the mountain that 
ſtretches itſelf between Conſtantia and the Cape; then go 


{trait forward over the dry barren plains, to the nook in 


the mountain; you may remember it lies very near Con- 
ſtantia and your houſe. Vou will find no more farms in your 
way home.” Well! thought I to myſelf, this looks as if I 


ſhould dine upon graſs to-day; I was vexed at having had no 


breakfaſt, and was too baſhful to give a hint of it to my hoſt, 
who the day before had received me with ſuch hoſpitality. 
We had not long been in fight of the mountain, before we 
ſaw a cloud ariſe from it, which did not turn to rain till it 


arrived at the plain we were in. This ſhower, which was 


pretty heavy, ſubjected me to the greateſt inconveniencies, 


having expoſed myſelf to be wet through, in order to 
. 2.0 ſhelter 
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ſhelter my herbal. But ſuch is the nature of this: climate, th at N 


in a few minutes, as ſoon as the ſun ſhone out again, I 
was quite dry. In the evening, when I came to Alpben, I 


learned, that it had not rained there in the leaſt, but the 


cloud covered the mountain in its uſual way. 


I muſt not omit to tell you, that on the road I ſeveral 


times entered into religious diſcourſe with my heathet 
companion; he aſſerted, that I was the firſt that had ſpoken 
tO him on that ſubject, at the ſame time that he Was 1 


ſtupid (for ſo he called himſelf) as not to know or com- 
prehend any thing concerning it, nor did he think it was 


for him to trouble himſelf with theſe matters; however, 
he did not ſeem unwilling to believe every think that any 


body ſhould think proper to tell him. His thoughts had 


never aſcended to a ſuperior being, nor led him to the firſt 


origin of any thing, neither to the creation nor to the 
Creator. He very well knew, that the white men 


aſſembled together in the churches, but had never thought 


of aſking to what purpoſe. . Very likely it may be ſo,” was : 
the anſwer he uſually made me, when I talked: to him on 


this ſubject. Notwithſtanding this, he ſeemed to have in 
ſome meaſure an abhorrence of vice, and a veneration for 
what was good. The perſon, who at that time recom- 


mended him to my fervice, gave him the character of 
being extremely faithful. Upon the whole, his mind was 
capable enough of being illumined; but as the making of 
proſelytes brings the Dutch in neither capital nor intereſt, 
this poor ſoul, with many others of his countrymen, was 

neglected. But more of this and other matters by the 


next opportunity that offers. I am, &c. 


_wath 
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With the botanical excurſion, the detail of which is A 
given in this letter, I was extremely well pleaſed on ſeve- Wyw 

ral accounts. The fix laſt days of it might almoſt be call- 

ed a forced march, intermixed with a good deal of leaping, 

and (what tires one full as much) clambering. With the 

fame inclination, however, I think I could have laſted out 
ſeveral days longer in the ſame manner. The next day 
after my departure from the Cape, was, as I have already 
related, the moſt tireſome to me; afterwards both my 
limbs and joints ſeemed to get more uſed to the exerciſe. 
The two or three firſt days after I had got home, 1 — 
myſelf ſore and tender, or, as people uſually expreſs it, 
beat and bruiſed all over, but this went off by degrees: in 
tike manner as, thanks to the violent exerciſe J had taken, 
ſome diſagreeable, though ſlight touches of a rheumatic 
gout entirely vaniſhed, with which I had been troubled 
ſome time before, and that chiefly in rainy weather; and 
which did not return upon me, before I was expoſed to the 
cold in the Antarctic polar circle. After my return home, 
however, I was wiſe enough to- make a "RUNS" exeurfion 
every day. 
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25 N one of my excurſions I had the good fortune to meet 

I with Mr. HEMMur, the ſub-governor, on his farm, in 
the diſtrict of Conſtantia; who, though he thought highly of 
the ſcience of botany, was yet aſtoniſhed that my enthu- 
ſiaſm for it ſhould have carried me ſo far about in the 
ſpace of ſix days, viz. from the Cape over Tyger-berg 
through Paarl, Botlary, and fo in a circle home an, 
and this by no means by the neareſt way. 

Mr. HEMMyY's garden was one of the beſt in the diſtrict; 
ne had taken pains to procure grafts of orange and lemon- 
trees, and layers of the pomegranate from Spain, from 
which he promiſed himſelf fruit equal to the Spaniſh, as 
what grows at the Cape at preſent is not quite ſo good. 

Divers ſorts of cherry-trees, that grow here, ſcarcely pro- 
duced a fingle cherry, though various trials had been made 
with them in different ſpots. The beſt method he had 
found of rooting out a 2770/0, which was overrunning his 

kitchen-garden, was to ſow the latter with cabbage ſor a 

year, as he had oblerved, that this weed never throve on 
land where cabbages had been ſown. The p/ang was to 
os De 


de met with in bis. Sdn of a 3 grwench, but was 122. 
ſaid not to produce fruit of ſo high a flavour as it does in . 
its native country. A ſpecies of this grows wild in the 
Houtniquas country, a diſtrict ſomewhat to the eaſt of 
Muſcle-bay; though I could never find it there myſelf. 

1 continued at the farm at Alpben till about the middle 
of November. Entirely taken up with the Cape plants, I 

did not ſeldom revolve in my mind, how I ſhould go on 
with them for months and years enſuing; but fate had. 

ordered it otherwiſe. In fact, it was ordained, that I ſhould | 
ſuddenly _ change the continent of Africa, its delightful iy 

ſummer- climate, and its beautiful flowers, for a bleak cold 11 75 [i 
ocean, blocked up with mountains of ice. al 
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VO TAGE TO THE SOUTH-SE A. 


. 
The Circumflances which gave occaſion to this Voyage. 


277% 


Be 'HE circumſtances which gave occaſion to this voyage 
PT1 


were as follows: The ſhips Re/o/ution and Adventure, 
deſtined to make a voyage towards the South Pole and round 

the globe, were at that time at anchor in Tab/e-bay. The 

Meſſrs. FoRSTER went with them in the capacity of natu- 

raliſts; and had an appointment from the Britiſh crown of 

40001. ſterling, or $000 ducats, for the whole expedition, 

They were brought to Alpben by Major Van PREHM, in order 

to be introduced to me. By this means I had the pleaſure 

of enjoying their company for a couple of days. As the 

WE ſouthern continent, which was ſtill pretty generally ſup- 
1 Y poſed to exift, had taken no ſmall hold on my imagination, 
a | this was ſufficient inducement for me to congratulate theſe 
_gentlemen 
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gentlemen on the truſt repoſed in them, and the good 


fortune they had in viſiting as naturaliſts, ſo diſtant and — 


unknown a part of our globe. I found them not only 
eager each for his own part to fulfil what the world ex- 
pected and required of them, but they even went ſo far 
in their zeal for the more accurate inveſtigation of nature, 
as to think of procuring an aſſiſtant, at no ſmall coſt to 
themſelves, and therefore offered me my voyage gratis, 


with part of ſuch natural curioſities as they might chance 


to collect, on condition of my aſſiſting them with my poor 


abilities. Such an unexpected return to my compliment 


had almoſt deprived me of the power of anſwering them, 


had not my heart dictated to me the moſt lively expreſſions 


of gratitude to them, for the confidence they placed in me. 
But before I could give a determinate anſwer to ſo lucra- 
tive and agreeable a propoſal, which at the ſame time that 


it did me ſo much honour, hkewiſe ſet before me a tedious, 


difficult, and dangerous voyage, the affair ſeemed to re- 
quire ſome conſideration. Should I accept this offer, thought 


1, and the event prove fortunate, I ſhould ſoon forget my 


fatigues, nay, frequently remember with pleaſure the dif- 


ficulties I had undergone. On the other hand, ſhould I 


once neglect this opportunity, I ſhould long have to up- 


| braid myſelf with the omiſfion. I recollected, that the 
great Linnæus had frequently ſaid, nothing had vexed him. 
more in his Whole life, than that, when he reſided in Hol- 


land, he had not accepted of the offer which had been 
made him of paying a viſit to the Cape of Good Hope. 


As two Swedes, Dr. SOLANDER and Mr. SPOERING, with 
ſingular credit to themſelves and advantage to ſcience, had 
„ e 7 before 
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before undertaken a voyage to New Holland, Sec. ad fo 
round the world, I could not help wiſhing that a Swede 
likewiſe might have the opportunity of making a viſit to 
the ſouth pole, and the continent ſuppoſed to be in the 
vicinity of it. For firſt, I had reaſon as well as the Meflrs. 
FoRsSTER to hope, that the affiſtance of a third naturaliſt 


(meaning myſelf) might add to the diſcoveries of the 
curious productions of nature, which the two others were 
ſo intent upon making; eſpecially in thoſe places, which 


were now about to be viſited for the firſt, and probably 
for the laſt time. And then, in caſe that any of the plants 
which are ſo uſeful in the colder parts of the north ſhould 
be found in the ſouth, who could be ſuppoſed capable of 
collecting them with ſuch affiduity, or of preſerving the 
ſeeds of them with ſo much care as a Swede? Again, on the 


other hand, if my voyage ſhould prove unſucceſsful, I was 
in hopes that my miſeries, together with life itſelf, and all 


its train of attendant evils, would have a ſpeedy end. Oc- 


cupied by reflections of this kind, I paſſed the night, more 


reſtleſs than perhaps will be eaſily imagined. The next 


morning by day- break, the diſtraction of my thoughts car- 


ried me to my chamber window; here I fixed my eyes on 
the adjacent meadows, as though I meant to aſk. the plants 
and flowers that grew on them, whether I onght to part 
with them fo haſtily. They had for a long time been 
almoſt my only joy, my ſole friends and companions ; and 


now it was theſe only, which in a great meaſure prevented 


me from making the voyage. At length I came to the 
reſolution of undertaking it; yet with a fixed determina- 
tion, that if 1 had the good fortune to come back to the 


Cape, 


CAPE OF o HOPE. 
Cape, I would again occupy myſelf on this ſame ſpot with 


of nature. I therefore began to get ready for my journey; 
and ſent ſpecimens of the inſects and plants I had collected 


to the chevalier LiNNE and other lovers .of the ſcience. 
The reſt of my collections, &c. I left at the Cape, at the 
reſident's houſe, defiring him to diſpatch them to Sweden, 


in caſe he ſhould receive any certain information of our 
ſhip's being loſt; 
time, ſhould give him reaſon to doubt of my return. 
The danger of the journey was, however, the leaſt of my 

cares; the ſuppoſed length of it, together with my igno- 
rance of the Engliſh language, as well as of the diſpoſition 
of the people, with whom I was to be converſant during 
the whole time, perplexed me much more. 


the more painful to me, as I could eaſily imagine to 
myſelf their anxiety and uneaſineſs on the account of my 
impending fate. I therefore thought it moſt adviſeable, to 
repreſent my journey to be as eaſy and commodious as 
was conſiſtent with any degree of probability. 

In the ſeven months that had paſſed ſince my departure 


from my native country, I had received no news from 


thence. I now gave up all thoughts of getting a ſingle 
word of intelligence from any part of Europe for four 
times that period. Thus circumſtanced, how much it 
coſt me to go on board, I leave thoſe to imagine Who are 
not entirely devoid of feeling. 

What happened during this remarkable voyage, fear 
would be liable to tedious repetitions, were I to relate it in 
M 2 the 


or that my abſence for any length of 


The farewel 
letters I wrote to ſome of my relations were ſo much 


| A 
the moſt delightful of all employments, the inveſtigation A 
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= 141 the form of a journal, ty 66 Sent c ts frequent 


9 occurrence of events pretty nearly reſembling each other, 
W and partly by reaſon that various iſlands were viſited ſeveral 
©, times; a more particular account of the voyage therefore, 
I mak defer to ſome other opportunity. In the mean 
while, for the ſake of preſerving the order and connexion | 
of time, it ſeems requiſite, that I ſhould here, in its proper 
place, give ſome account, though as conciſely as poſſi ble, 
of the different regions we explored during the ſucceeding 
c twenty-eight months, till the time of my landing again ſafe 
at the Cape. 
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N the 2 2d of November, 1772, at tr o'clock i in the 

afternoon, we failed from the Cape. The very ſame 
day ſtormy weather, and the diſagreeable kind of ſickneſs 
which uſually attends people at ſea on their ſetting out, ap- 
peared to a degree ſufficient to make many wiſh themſelves 
on ſhore. Within eighteen days from our leaving the flowery 
meads of the Cape, we found ourſelves very near a conſider- 
able large floating iſland of ice. The thermometer ſtood at 


| was only 50 deg. ſouth. How diſagreeably we paſſed the 
remainder of the ſummer in this hemiſphere, may be ga- 
thered from this, that we made our way through floating 
iſlands of ice, ſometimes as big as mountains, till we came 
to lat. 67“. 10“; ſo that we are, and probably ſhall 
= - continue to be, the only mortals that can boaſt of the 
= frozen honour (if I may ſo call it) of having paſſed the ant- 
L arctic polar circle. A hundred and twenty-two days, or 
ſomething more than feventeen weeks, were elapſed, with- 


hardſhips which we underwent of various kinds; eſpeci- 


November. 


a few degrees above the freezing point, while our latitude 


out our having been able to fee land; but not without 
our having gone through divers perils, not to mention the 
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ally that of ae for the greater part of the above - men- 
tioned period, remained in exceſſively cold latitudes, con- 
tinually ſurrounded with ice. The aurora auſtralis, which 
in the ſouthern hemiſphere is the ſame as the northern 
lights in ours, a ſpectacle never before ſeen by a European, 
now appeared ſeveral times in the month of March, on 
the 26th day of which month we anchored in Duſty- Bay, 
ſituated near the ſouthernmoſt promontory of New Zealand. 
From hence we went to Coo#'s Straits, where we had a ſight 
of that moſt Gingular junction of the water with the clouds, 


Which by fatlors is called the water-ſpout ; and the next 


day, being the 18th of April, we anchored in Queen 
Charlottes Sound. The other ſhip, the Adventure, had 
been ſeparated from us ever ſince the 8th of January by a 
fog. After this ſhe had inveſtigated the weſtern coaſt of 


; Van Diemer's Land i In | Ned Holland, and a Part of the coaſt 


by which it is ſuppoſed to be joined with S. Wales, 
which latter country was diſcovered in Captain Cook's 
former voyage. It was great pleaſure to us to find, that 
this ſhip had, fortunately for us, landed at the place pre- 


viouſly agreed upon for the rendezvous, The plants and 


trees in this country are, excepting ſome of its ferns and 
moſſes, almoſt entirely unknown, and different from thoſe 
that grow in other parts of the globe. Theſe, therefore, 


together with the new ſpecies of birds and fiſhes which are 


to be found here, afforded me an agreeable occupation. 
The inhabitants, on the other hand, a race of cannibals, 
live in ſuch a miſerable condition, and have ſuch manners 
and cuſtoms, as may ſerve to excite our compaſſion, and 


make us bluſh for our own ſpecies; yet, as among civilized 


2 | Nations 


C APE or GOOD HOPE. 
nations there are not wantin g ſuch as are a diſgrace to 
human nature, ſo among theſe very devourers of their 
awn ſpecies, one might. diſcover ſome traces of a good 
diſpoſition, as well as the ſeeds of ingenuity, which, under 
the foſtering care of the ſoul-informing ſciences, might 
render theſe our fellow-creatures, now plunged in darkneſs, 
a much more virtuous and happy b than they Are at 
preſent. 
This nation r nde on fiſhing for its ſupport 
and by purſuing ſuch an uncertain livelihod, they want 
both time and inclination for agriculture and the mechani- 
cal arts, as well as for that order and regularity which is 
requiſite for the prevention of the barbariſm in which 
_ theſe poor people are actually plunged. For while they are 
ſeeking after their food in the water, they ſuffer their lands 
to be infeſted with an uncommonly large kind of Ringing 
nettle, not to mention other weeds and thorny plants, ſo 
that, unſettled and continually floating, on account of the 
animals, which they have to purſue in a boundleſs element, 
they are very frequently obliged to tranſport their huts and 
fiſhing-tackle to deſert ſhores. Notwithſtanding this, the 
ſoil poſſeſſes ſuch a degree of fecundity, that it is capable 
of being converted into the moſt fertile arable land or vine- 
_ yards, ſufficient to give food and other conveniencies of 
life to a great number of inhabitants, who, united among 
_ themſelves, might compoſe a very powerful republic, and. 
be in a condition to extend their commerce and conqueſts 
over the whole Pacific Ocean. (Collate with this my ora- 
tion on laying down the office of OI of the royal 


academy of ſciences.) 
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 Pirſi V oyage from New Zealand to Otaleite, and 
from thence back again, to New Zealand. 


i 
; 


0 N the 7th of June we failed from New Zealand, and 
had thoughts of taking in refreſhments in ſome of 
the warmer iſlands, as the cold ſeaſon was now ſet in in 
this part of the world. After we had been at ſea a few 
days, we reſolved upon killing a fat, though ugly Dutch 
dog, before the ſcurvy, together with the ſhort commons 
of the ſhip, ſhould render his fleſh unfit for eating. Al- 
ready uſed in our run between the Cape and New Zealand 
to put up with ſheep that had died of the ſcurvy or other 
diſorders, diſeaſed hens and geeſe, we certainly were not 
now in a condition to turn up our noſes at a roaſted dog, 
which was really very palatable and well taſted. After we 


had paſſed, the tropic, we came in ſight of divers iſlands, 


ſome of which had been diſcoyered before, and others 
were hitherto entirely unknown ; and on the 16th of Au. 
guſt wWe arrived at the far-famed, though, perhaps, too 
highly celebrated, iſland of Ozabeite, We were in the 
greateſt danger of — — on this iſland, ſacred 


to 


Q APE or. GOOD HOPE. 


to love; for our keel ſtruck ſeveral times very hard againſt 
the coral rocks, before we came to anchor. After remain- 
ing here fourteen days, we viſited the iſlands of Huabeine, 


Utliatea, and Otaho, and afterwards diſcovered a new, but pro- 


bably uninhabited iſland; after this we looked out for the 
iſlands of New Amsterdam and New Middleburg, diſcovered 
about a hundred years ago by TASMAN; and having found 


them, and taken in refreſhments there, returned again to 
Queen Charlotte's Sound, in New Zealand, after having been 


abſent from it about half a year. During this run, ac- 
cording to the time of the year it was winter; but, with 
reſpegt to our feelings and the warmth of the weather, it 
Was ummer. We likewiſe: met with a greater. variety of 
remarkable ſubjects for deſcription (ſuch as the different 


countries, their produce, the nations that inhabited them, - 


and their peculiar cuſtoms and manners) than I am able 
to comprize here in a ſmall compaſs. I cannot, however, 
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help relating ſome few events that happened at different 


times: as for inſtance, one evening when both ſhips, 
driving before a briſk gale of wind, wanted to ſpeak with 
each other, they came ſo near together in conſequence of 
the great ſwell of the ſea, and the dilatory manceuvering 
of the men at the helm of one of the ſhips, that not- 


withſtanding the officer of the watch repeatedly called 


out with the greateſt anxiety, Harboard and port, they 
were within a hair's breadth of ſtriking againft each other; 
in which caſe they would doubtleſs have daſhed one another 
do pieces in an inſtant, or elſe have both gone to the bottom. 
As beſides myſelf very few people, not even the officers 
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belonging to the watch) were on deck; this accident is Beis 


mentioned in the log- book of the ſhip, nor in any of the 


journals yet publiſhed. It ſeemed in the beginning as if 


both ſhips would ſtrike with their broadſides againſt each 


other, but directly upon that the Adventure dropped 
aſtern, and with the point of her bowſprit came within two 


or three yards at leaſt of our mizen-ſhrouds, and ſo made 
a flouriſh over our taffarel and enſign-ſtaff. Upon this, 


an officer who belonged to another watch immediately ob- 


ſerved, that it was in the higheſt degree imprudent, and 
without the leaſt ſhow of reaſon, to ſail up to each other 
in ſuch a briſk gale and high ſurge; to which the officer 
of the watch made no farther reply, than juſt to repeat 


ſeveral times with great ſeeming ſatisfaction, “ It is all 
over now.” Indeed, they both allowed, that we were very 
near ſuffering ſhipwreck in the middle of the ocean. The 


other accident I ſhall relate, concerned myſelf alone. Once, 
when I was on a botanical excurſion in Huaheine, ſome 


Indians fell upon me and plundered me ; leaving the up- 


per part of my body quite naked, with ſeveral marks . 


of violence on my head and breaſt. This incident pro- 


: ceeded partly from a fancy the Indians had taken to 


my clothes, and partly from a ſpirit of revenge; Captain 
Cook having juſt before been obliged to drive away an 
impudent Indian by force, and take his Weapons: from 
him. . 

We were 1 eparated from the Adventure on the coaft 
of New Zealand by a ſtorm, and never ſaw her after- 
wards, 2 had left Veen Charlotte S Sound before ſhe 


Came 


came to an anchor there, when ſhe had the misfor- 2 1 
tune to loſe her whole boat's crew, coſiſting of ten men, Wye 
who were killed, roaſted, and eaten by the cannibals. 

Upon which ſhe ſet out on her way home, and arrived 

in Europe a year before the ſhip commanded by Captain. 
COOK. , VVV | | 
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From thence back again. 


N the 25th of November in the year 1773, we ſail- 
ed from New Zealand, in order once more, and 


during another ſummer, to explore the cold ſouthern 


latitudes, From the 13th to the 21ſt of December we 


for the firſt, and in all probability for the laſt time, paſſed 


over that part of the globe, which is the direct antipodes to 


| Szweden : ſo that I was now on the ſpot the moſt diſtant 


from my native country of any on the whole globe; a 
the neareſt way home, ſuppoſing one could go through 


the center of the earth, or the length of the whole earth's 


diameter, was about ſeven thouſand nine hundred and 
ſeventy miles. This aſtoniſhing diſtance, however, did not 
prevent my rapid imagination from frequently viſiting my 


beloved countrymen and relations during this period, 


while my feet were in direct oppoſition to their's. After 
this we advanced {till farther, inſomuch that on the 20th of 
December we paſſed the antardc circle a ſecond time, and 
did not repaſs it till the 25th; ſo that we kept our Chriſt- 
mas-eve (though, it muſt be owned, a very meagre one) 


in the frigid zone. On the 26th of the following month. 


We 
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We paſſed the ſouthern polar circle, for the third time. 
We now penetrated into the ſouthern regions as far as we. 


could poſſibly go; being, before we had got to 71 deg. 


14 min. prevented by the ice from putting in execution 


the ſcheme we had fondly formed of hoiſting the Britiſh 


flag ina ſixth part of the world, or even on the ſouthern 
We now therefore turned about to the north, 
in order to take in refreſhments in a warmer climate, as 
winter or the cold ſeaſon was expected ſoon to return. 
On the 14th of March we anchored off Eaſter-iſſand, 


pole itſelf. 


which is ſituated in 27 deg. S. lat. and 109 deg. 46 min. 


W. long. Here we found no good water, and tew.refreſh- 


ments of any ſort. The lava and other volcanic productions 
that we ſaw here, together with ſome huge images of ſtone 


Taiſed to ſome height from the ground, plainly evinced, 


that ſome violent revolution of the earth had defaced- a 
country which had been formerly in a more flouriſhing 


condition, and had thus reduced a once powerful nation to 
the wretched ſtate in which we now found it. | 

On the 16th of March we failed from hence, and on 
the 7th of April anchored off one of the Margue/as iſlands. 


Theſe are ſituated in about ro deg. of lat. The greater 


part of them were diſcovered by the Spaniards a hundred 
years ago. 


The inhabitants gave us ſeveral proofs of their 
hoſtile diſpoſition, as well as of their turn for thieving, ſo 


that we were obliged to leave them ſome bloody marks of 
Having ſtaid here a few days 
we ſet tall, and after a quick paſſage landed at Teokea, in 


the efficacy of our fire-arms. 


lat. 14. We met with ſome hoſtilities from the people 
here, but contented ourſelves with inſpiring them with. 
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terror, by rio our cannons over their heads. We after- 


22d of April, came to anchor for the ſecond and laſt time 


off Otabeite, where we remained till the 14th of May. 
Various circumſtances contributed to render our abode here 


more delightful than before. We now procured many more 


intereſting informations touching this country and people, - 
than were known before. On the 2d of June we were 
informed by ſome of the inhabitants, that two ſhips had 
landed at Huaheine and Ovabeine, one of which was larger 
than ours. By ſubſequent accounts from Spain we now 
know, that this ſhip was from the Spaniſh ſettlements in 
America ; and that the year before, during our ſtay at 
Otaheite, ſome of the crew belonging to a Spaniſh ſhip had 


been left there, one of whom had actually hid himſelf in 


a crowd of people, on being, though drefled in the Indian 
faſhion, taken by an Engliſh ſailor for an European, and 
accordingly accoſted by him in the French language. This, 
with ſeveral other circumſtances, makes it highly probable, 
that the Spaniſh ſhips were ſent both years to be ſpies 
upon us, and to make repriſals upon us in return for 
our viſits in a part of the world of which they are ſo 
extremely jealous, and of which they look upon themſelves 


as the ſole proprietors; eſpecially conſidering that pre- 


viouſly to this they have, merely on account of their car- 
rying on an illicit commerce, puniſhed many Engliſhmen, 
by condemning them to hard labour in their mines. (See 
the Gottingen Magazine for 1780, No. I. p. 75.) 7 
Alfter we had quitted Ozabeite, we paid a viſit to Huabeine 
and U/izea, likewiſe for the ſecond and laſt time; leaving 
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on the latter iſland A ſenſible youth, who about eight 
months before had had the courage to come on board of. 


us. His name was en though he was otherwiſe 
called MAHEINE. 

On the 4th of June we ſailed from bes, and on the 
6th paſſed by Hove's iſland. On the 1th we diſcovered 


Palmerfione's iſland, and on the 2oth Savage iſland, ſo 


called from our being received by the ſavages there in a 
very hoſtile manner. They hit me on the arm with a large 
ſtone, and threw a javelin among us. For which reaſon 
we did not ſtay to anchor here, but went on to Namocka, 
or New Rotterdam, one of the friendly iſles above- men- 


tioned. In the fame vicinity we ſaw ſeveral iſlands, be- 
ſides thoſe diſcovered by TASMAN, and upon one of them 


there” appeared a volcano, On the ad of July we deſcried a 
ſmall inhabited iſland, which we called Turtle and, and 
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the next day made a haſty landing there, On the 1th 


we came to the iſlands diſcovered by QUIR0s, which M. 


BOUGAINVILLE inveſtigated more narrowly, calling them 
the Cyc/ades; but Captain Cook, who now diſcovered a a 


greater number of them, gave to the whole of this Arcbi- 
pelago the name of the New Hebrides. Off one of theſe, to 
which we gave the name of Mallicola, we caſt anchor on 
the 22d of July, Here we found a diminutive race of 


people, which ſpoke a very ſingular language, and made 
uſe of poiſoned weapons. They received us in a friendly 
manner, notwithſtanding which there happened a ſkirmiſh | 
between us ; however, after ſtaying there a — of days, 


We parted friends. 
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On the 3d of Auguſt we anchored for a few hours be- 


* fore Irromanga, a newly-diſcovered ifland, the inhabitants 


of which offered to detain our captain and boat; an attempt 
which many of them paid for with their lives, although 
but two of our people were wounded, On the 5th we 


anchored before the iſland of Tanna, in 19 deg. 30 min. 


S. lat. Cloſe by the harbour there was a volcano, which 
ſhowered down aſhes upon us every day. The ſmoke, flame, 
and loud thunder proceeding from this mountain, afforded 


a beautiful and ſublime ſpectacle. The inhabitants ſpoke 
a peculiar language, of which we had not the leaſt know- 


ledge ; and ſhewed us much friendſhip, though not with- 
out committing ſome hoſtilities, which drove us to the diſ- 


agreeable neceſſity of ſtaining this otherwiſe hoſpitable ſhore, 


with the blood of ſome of the inhabitants. On the 20th 
we ſteered again for the northern iſles of this Archipelago, 
but at length quitted them entirely, after having {ſpent in 
the inveſtigation” of them forty-ſix days; a period of time, 


in which we alternately experienced pleaſure, diſguſt, and 


danger. More than once we were expoſed: to the poiſoned 
weapons of the natives, from the ſlighteſt wound ariſing 


from which, we had every reaſon to dread as painful and 


terrible a death, accompanied with madneſs, as happened to 
ſome of Captain Carteret's crew, when they were wounded 


on the coaſt of New Guinea. At one time our ſhip had run 
_ aground; at another ſhe was in danger of daſhing againſt 
the rocks; and at. another time, viz. on the 1ſt of Auguſt, 


of being conſumed by fire in the open ſea; when it would 


have been our wretched fate, either, to be blown up into the 


air, or to have ſought for death ourſelves 3 in the briny ocecn. 
On 
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on the 4th of September, after three days fail, we diſ- 


covered the largeſt ifland, next to New Zealand, in the 
whole Pacific Ocean, which by Captain Cook was called 


New Caledonia, and ſeemed with reſpect to its ſoil and ve- 


getables to reſemble New Holland. The inhabitants were 
civil and hoſpitable, but poor, and ſpoke a language pecu- 
liar to themſelves. _At this place, by great good fortune, 
1 woided eating the liver of a poiſonous fiſh, in company 
with the captain and Meſſrs. Forſter, who were extremely 
ill for ſome days afterwards. On the 15th, for want of 
wind, we were near being driven on the rocks; and on the 
28th at night were in the moſt dangerous ſituation, being 
ſurrounded by a coral reef. That evening, when I went 
to bed, there was the greateſt probability that I ſhould 


never wake again, but at my very laſt gaſp: however I 


had the good fortune to fall immediately into a ſound ficep, 
and the next morning when I awoke, to find that I had 
eſcaped the moſt imminent danger that could well be 


imagined. 
On the roth of October we ſaw Norfolk iſland, in 29 


deg. 2 min. S. lat. the firſt diſcovery the Engliſn made 
beyond the tropics. We landed upon it, and found it un- 
inhabited. On the 18th we came for the third time to 
anchor in Queen Charlotte's Sound in New Zealand. 
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IN the 1 oth of N overnber we ſailed from New Zea- 
land. Our ſhip was now found to have ſprung a 
leak, but not of any conſequence. | In the ſpace of ſix 
weeks, we had failed over the whole ocean between New. 
Zealand andthe ſouthernmoſt part of America; and on the 
20th of December anchored to the ſouth of Terra del Furgo,,. 
wherewe faw the moſt wretched race of men in the world. 

On the 29th we paſſed Cape Horn, and on the 3ſt, or 
New-year's eve, we anchored off a little iſfand near Saaten- 
land, in the ſtraits of Le Maire; here we had an agreeable 


amuſement in hunting an innumerable quantity of ſea- : 
lions, ſeals, And ſea- OW. 


On the 23d of Jaruary, 177 5, we Called to the peu, ing 
eaſt, and on the 14th diſcovered the iſland of South Georgia, 
in lat. 54 deg. 38 min. Here we landed in all ſpeed, and 
though it was now the ſummer ſeaſon, we found the whole 
country covered with an eternal ſnow, excepting ſome of its 
coaſts, on which there grew only one ſingle ſpecies of graſs, 


and a ſort of ſanguiſorba. This horrid country, however, 
— — — afforded 
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afforded us ſome freſh proviſions, viz. the fleſh of the 
ſea-lion and ſeal ; 


before learnt to put up with. We afterwards found, one 
after another, ſeveral ſmall iſlands and rocks; on one of 
which, in conſequence of a fog ariſing, we very narrowly 


eſcaped being ſhipwrecked ; an accident. which, in the | 
circumſtances we were in, would inevitably have put an 


end to our voyage and diſcoveries, together with our 


lives. 


On the 28th of January, in lat. 60, the ſhip could make 
no way on account of the ice. On the 3 rſt we found 


ourſelves in a fog, and very near a high land, every where 
| covered with an eternal ſnow; but the approach of winter 


and other circumſtances, occaſioned us to give over all 
farther inveſtigation of this place. The fartheſt point of 
land that we could ſee, we called the ſouthern 7. bule, as 
bein 8 the remoteſt land ſeen 1 in Os hemiſphere. 
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100 


177 
Mack. 


Wy 


A VOYAGE ro Tur 


x 


S! B M j VI. 


= Return to the Cape of Good Hope. 


T length we quite turned our backs upon theſe cold 
latitudes, when the daily increaſing warmth, and 


our approach to the north, to the civilized world, to our 


friends and our home, contributed to enliven us with the 
hopes of a quick and fortunate concluſion to the whole 
voyage, and the many diſagreeable circumſtances attending 
it. But that we now had many more hardſhips to under- 
go, than BT RON, WALLIS, and Cook had ſuffered in their 
former voyages round the earth, many of our officers, as 
well as of the crew, who had been on one or more of 
thoſe voyages, atteſted. The purpoſes intended to be an- 
ſwered by our voyage, particularly that of approaching as 
near as we could to the ſouth pole, required other attempts 
to be made, other dangers to be undergone : the remainder 
of the voyage conſequently, was almoſt a concatenation of 


dangers and hardſhips. 


On the 17th of March we ſaw land, viz. the coaſt of en 
The reader may eaſily imagine, how delightful a ſight this 


was to us. In the mean time, totally ignorant, as we 
were, of the ſtate of affairs in — we could not, even 


when” 


8 
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when in B ght of the harbour itſelf, affure ourſelves that 
we ſhould not be picked up by ſome unknown enemy, 
who might carry us out as priſoners perhaps to the moſt 
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diſtant part of the Eaſt-Indies. The next day, however, 


we overtook a Dutch veſſel, and received from her the 


joyful news of a general peace. Before night we ſaw 
ſeveral ſails more, which ſeemed to be ſteering by the Cape, 
and making as faſt as poſſible for Europe; ; and with no 


ſmall pleaſure, particularly on my part, we ſaw the 
Swediſh flag flying upon two of them. In fact, the ocean 


had hitherto, during our voyage, been really too loneſome - 
and deſolate a theatre to us; and it would be neceflary to - 
be as weary of the uniformity of it, as we were, in order 
to enjoy a fight upon it, which at any other time would 


have been of no confequence. Neither is it any wonder, 


that in ſo long a ſpace of time, we came to be in ſome 
= meaſure weary of each others company; when, for inſtance, 


thoſe who were uſed to entertain the company with tales 
and anecdotes, were obliged to have recourſe two or three 
times to the ſame ſtories, in order to furniſh their quota 


in converfation. 


The following morning we urch an Engkſhu ſhip call- 


ed the 7 rue Briton, commanded by Captain BRoaDLY, who 


ſent us ſome old news-papers.. Replete with affection for my 
native country, I firſt and foremoſt, with the greateſt eager- 


neſs, ran over all the artieles in them that concerned Sweden; 
but found only a couple of lines, which gave me to under- 


ſtand that a great revolutien had taken place there, yet 
did not ſay when or how. This gave, riſe to divers con» 
jectures amongſt us, and was to me in particular an affect- 
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5 17763 ing ſubject to ruminate upon; but from wig the Engliſh 
told me, as well as from what my ion ideas ſuggeſted to me, 
1 was convinced, the diſorder and ae een _ the Swediſh 
government were then almoſt at ſuch a height, that affairs 
were ſcarcely capable of growing worſe, and that thus this 
news in all probability argued ſomething better. This | 
conſideration was not without its effect in comforting me, 
till time ſhewed how extremely Tight we had — in our 
conjectures. 
At length on the Wedneſday following, being the _ 
of March, 1775, after a voyage of ſixty thouſand miles, 
and an abſence of two years and a quarter from the Chriſ- 
tian and civilized part of the world, we came again to 
anchor in Table-bay, Thoſe who before us had ſailed round 
the globe always went to the weſtward, and thus loſt a day I 
in their reckoning. But, as we made the fame voyage I 
towards the eaſt, and thus continually anticipated the riſing 
of the ſun, we were conſequently the firſt, and, indeed, only 
navigators, who had gained a day, or found a {ſuper- 
numerary day on their journals. Conſequently, according 
to the Dutch almanacks at the Cape, in was on Tueſday, 
or the 21ſt of March, that we landed there; ſo that, 
directly contrary to every known and uſual mode of ex- 
preſſion, we actually had two Tueſdays in one week. 
It was now of the greateſt importance to us, as well as 
what we earneſtly wiſhed for, to enter the harbour, as | 
ſeveral of our crew were attacked with the ſcurvy. Our 
unparalleled preſervatives of ſour-crout and wort, had, it 
muſt be owned, pretty well kept us from the ravages of 
this otherwiſe deſtructive 1 ſo that we loſt only one 


2 


CAPE or 600 HOPE. 


had neſtled themſelves into every bit of bread that we had, 


ſo that we could not poſſibly avoid eating them ; and they 
frequently diſcovered themſelves to us, the Srrter by a 
bitter, the latter by a diſagreeable cold taſte in the mouth. 
Nay, their larvas, or maggots, were found in ſuch quan- 
tities in the peas-ſoup, as if they had been ſtrewed over 
our plates on purpoſe, fo that we could not avoid ſwallow- 
ing ſome of them in every ſpoonful we took, The peas 
uſed for our ſoup, had been ground a little in England, 
that they might boil the eaſier, but had by this very means 


afforded an eaſier paſſage to theſe diſguſtful inſects 


What was of ſtill more conſequence, was, that we Had 
only a quantity of bread, bad as it was, ſufficient for the 


. conſumption of a few days, on board; and as for the brandy, 
an article of great importance to the crew, it was, if I 
remember right, quite. gone the day before: we arrived in 
the harbour. As to pepper, vinegar, coffee and ſugar, by 
the help of which, taking them in their turns, the falt 
proviſion would have been leſs hurtful to us, we had for a 


long time been entirely without them. Our ſalt meat, now _ 


almoſt three years old, having been kept on board during 
OT Ee . = 


of our crew by ſickneſs (an old complaint of the lunge) mobs: 
ſince we left the Cape ; but our blood and humours were, * 
as well as our malt, and the greateſt part of our proviſions, | 
in conſequence of the length of the voyage, ſpoiled and 
corrupted. Our bread was, and had been for a long time, 
both muſty and mouldy; and at the ſame time ſwarming 

with two different ſorts of little brown beetles (the curculio 
 granarius, or weevil, and the dermeſtes paniceus) which 
either in their perfect, or elſe in the chryſalis ſtate, 
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N the W of chis period, was the more dried and ſhrunk up, 
as the ſalt had had ſo much the longer time to abſorb and 


dry up all the moiſture and juices. Theſe, with ſeveral 
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into the harbour, where we ſhould be able in many re- 
as it was univerſal. 


deſire, we received our letters from Europe, but not with- 


quaintance. After about five weeks ſtay at the Cape, the 
| Reſolution failed for England, attended with my moſt 
| hearty good wiſhes. 


long ſpace of time I had had an opportunity of making, 
gave me, it muſt be owned, ſufficient cauſe. 
ſtaid behind in Africa, in order to continue my reſearches 


relation. 


other difficulties, occaſioned the joy we felt at having got 


ſpecs to lead, as it were, a new life, to be as unbounded. 
With pleaſure, likewiſe, and longing. 


out a very natural anxiety and fear, leſt we ſhould find 


in them accounts of the loſs of our deareſt friends and ac- 


The civilities I had received from 
almoſt every body on board this ſhip, the dangers I had 
undergone in it, and the friendſhips, which during that 


e. I, for my 
part, in purſuance of the reſolution I had previouſly made, 


in this country, of which I therefore now reſume the : 


__ 
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JouRNET FROM Cavs TowN To THE COUNTRY OF THE | 


Ref ables at Cape 7 ⁰n previous to the Author 5 African 


viſiting the different nations of it. For the preſent, how- 
appearance of ſpring or the fine ſeaſon. 
ter, is reckoned to laſt from the 1 Ath of May to the ſame 


day in Auguſt; and that during that time, ſhips ſeldom 
venture to run into Jable-bay. A Dutch veſſel, which 
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Y deſires and thoughts continually ran upon making 1227. 


a journey into the internal parts of this country, and 
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ever, I was obliged to ſtay in the town, and wait for the 


I have obſerved before, that the quaade 1104/01, or win- 


nevertheleſs {till ſtaid here on ſome particular buſineſs, and. 
on the night ſucceeding the 14th day had thfown out all 
VoL. I. Ts Her 


her anchors on account of the violence of the north-weſt 
wind, was very near being driven on the rocky ground 
that lies by the ſide of the fort. The day after this, or 
the 15th, the bay was ſo much agitated by the ſtorm, that 
no boat or ſloop could go to or from the above-mentioned- 


ſhip. The next evening the wind increaſed. as the night. 
came on, and the poor ſeamen had reaſon to fear that every 
minute would be their laſt, The extreme darkneſs of the 
night contributed not a; little to make the danger, and even 
death itſelf more terrible. I lived in the upper ſtory of a 
ſtone houſe towards the higher part of the town, where 
the hurricane ſhook the windows, roof, and, I had almoſt 
ſaid, the whole houſe. This my ſituation, as well as the 
more dangerous one of the Dutch ſhip, awakened in me a 
lively remembrance of the Antarctic cold, and the various. 
ſtorms I had experienced; and made me more thoroughly 


ſenſible of the comforts of a good warm bed- chamber upon 


terra firma, but at the ſame time excited in me ſo much 
the greater compaſſion for the veſſel in diſtreſs. Contrary: 
to all expectation however, its anchor and. tacklin g were 


proof that night againſt the ſtorm; and the next day's calm, 


at the ſame time that it put the ſhip out of danger, diffuſed 
ſatisfaction over-the countenances of every one. Another- 


event of this kind, though it happened during my abſence, 


while I was gone on my voyage to the South Sea, deſerves 
however to be recorded in this place, more eſpecially as it 


is a farther. proof of the unſafeneſs of this road in winter. 


Here follows the account of it, as I had it confirmed to me 


by ſevexal eye- witneſſes. 
The 


* 
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The ſhip Jong Thomas, which happened to ſtay in Table. 
day till the boiſterous ſeaſon had commenced, was driven 
on ſhore by a ſtorm near the land on the ſide of Zou? 
River, not far to the northward of the fort. As ſoon as 
this happened, which was early in the morning, orders 
were iſſued out by government, that no one ſhould 


approach the ſhore on pain of death. At the fame time, 


to give weight to this prohibition, gibbets were erected, 
and troops poſted all over the place. Theſe meaſures were 
taken, not with any view to the ſaving of the crew, but 
merely to prevent any goods and merchandize from being 
ſtolen, that might chance to be thrown up in the wreck. 
The ſhip, however, was wrecked very near the ſhore; ſo 
that the cries of the crew and their calls for aſſiſtance, were 
heard very diſtinctly; but the ſwell of the ſea, which with 
the greateſt violence waſhed over the ſhip and broke 
againſt the ſtrand, made it impoſſible for them to fave 
_ themſelves in boats, and highly dangerous to attempt it 
by ſwimming. Some who ventured to ſwim to ſhore, 
were thrown againſt the rocks and daſhed to pieces; others, 
as ſoon as they had reached the ſtrand, were carried back 


by the returning waves and drowned. One of the 


keepers of the company's menagerie had rode out before 


break of day, ere the prohibition was made public, to 
carry his fon, who was a corporal in the army, his break- 


faſt. By that means he became a ſpectator of this ſcene 


of diſtreſs; at the fight of which he was. touched with 
ſuch generous compaſſion, that ſeating himſelf firm on his 
ſpirited horſe, he ſwam him over to the ſhip—encouraged 
ſome of the crew to lay hold of a rope, the end of which 


Pg — e 


as. A VOYAGE ro Tuws 
e he threw out to them for that purpoſe, and others to graſp 
"3 the tail of his horſe; then turned about, and carried then 
ſafe on ſhore: for this animals natural aptneſs for ſwim- 
ming, the great ſize of his body, together with the firm- 
neſs and ſtrength of his limbs, prevented him from being 
eaſily overpowered by the ſwell of the ſea. 54 
After making ſeven trips, and ſaving fourteen people, 
this generous and active veteran unfortunately fell himſelf 
a victim to his philanthropy. Wrought upon by the 
redoubled prayers and cries for aſſiſtance of thoſe who {till 
remained on board, he haſtened again to their relief, 
before his horſe had ſufficiently reſted. The poor animal, 
almoſt ſpent, now ſank under his burthen : too many 
attempting to fave themſelves at once, and one of them, 
it is ſuppoſed, catching hold of the horſe's bridle, drew 
his head under water, and with him his noble maſter.— 
This bold and enterprizing philanthropiſt commands our 
eſteem and admiration the more, as he had put himſelf 
into this danger for the relief of others, without himſelf 
being able to ſwim. I have therefore conſidered it as my 
_ peculiar duty, as well as a pleaſure, to preſerve his name, 
which was VoLTEMAD, together with this gallant exploit 
of his, in theſe pages. Inſpired with ſimilar ſentiments, 
the Eaſt- India directors in Holland, on receiving intelli- 
gence of this affair, raiſed a monument to his memory, in 
a manner worthy of themſelves and him, by calling one of 
their new-built ſhips after his name, and ordering the 
whole ſtory to be painted on the ſtern. Theſe 8 were 
accompanied with letters to the regency at the Cape, the 
Lontents of which were as follows: That in ca/e VOLTEMAD 
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had left any iſue in the military or civil department, they 168 


as ſpeedily and eſfectually as poſſible. But unfortunately, in 


tha ſouthern hemiſphere they had not all the ſame grate- 
ful ſentiments. The young corporal VoLTEMAD, who had 
been an eye-witnefs to his father's having offered himſelf 


up in the ſervice of the company and of mankind, was 


refuſed his \father's place, though the appointment to it 
coutd fcarcely be confidered as any promotion. From 
mere chagrin, therefore, he had already quitted that 
ungrateful country, and was gone to Batavia, where he 
died before the news of ſo great and unexpected a recom- 
mendation could reach him. There were ſeveral inhabi- 
tants of the Cape, who, while they, with a laudable 
emotion, lamented the unhappy fate of VoLTEMA Db and 
his ſon, affirmed, that a ſmall cord might eaſily have been 


carried by ſore good ſwimmer, or by VoLTEMAD himſelf, 
from the ftrand to the ſhip ; by means of which cord one 


or more ſtout ropes might have been ſtretched out between 


theſe latter, for the purpoſe of faving the crew. It was 
likewiſe thought, that the iſſuing of that ſevere prohibi- 


tion, and the appointment of the guard of ſoldiers, were 
not of ſuch uſe to the company as they were imagined to 
be; as, not to mention other things, even ſo heavy a 
commodity as iron was ſtolen away from the wreck; 
which, after the ſtorm had abated, and the ſea, that hag 
Filen conſiderably, had retired again, lay almoſt upon dry 


land. 

Under the pretence of preventing the people belonging 
to. the Hap from HAIR ag Wer were directly put 
under 


ſhould take care to provide for them, and make their fortune GE 
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under a guard upon the ſpot. from that time till the even- 
ing; and that without their having taken any refreſhment, 
although they were wet and hungry, and wearied out with 


the labour of the preceding night. For ſeveral days after 
this they were ſeen wandering up and down the ſtreets, 
_ begging clothes and victuals. One of theſe, indeed, is re- 
Ported to have met with peculiarly rough treatment. This 


Was a ſailor, Who, in order the better to ſwim for his life, 
went off from the wreck almoſt naked, and having got 


ſafe on ſhore with his cheſt, opened it, in order to take out 


a waiſtcoat to cover his nakedneſs : he was, however, not 
only prevented from ſo doing by a young chit of an officer, 


but was obliged to put up with a few ſtrokes of a cane 


into the bargain; being told at the ſame time, that he was 
liable to be hanged, without delay, on one of the newly- 


erected gibbets, for preſuming to meddle with goods ſaved 


from the wreck, contrary to the expreſs prohibition of 
government. The ſailor excuſed himſelf with ſaying, that 
it was impoſſible for him not to be ignorant of the prohi- 
bition, and that he could clearly prove himſelf to be the 


right owner of the cheſt by the key, of it (which, in the 


{ailor's faſhion, was faſtened to his belt,) as well as by a 
pſalm-book, wherein his name was written, and which 
lay in the ſame cheſt. Notwithſtanding all this, it was 


with great difficulty that he ſaved his neck from the gal- 


lows. He was obliged, however, naked and wet as he was, 
to wait in the fields till the evening, with no other cover- 
ing than the ſky. Shivering with cold, he at length, 
through repeated entreaties, got permiſſion to look after 
his cheſt, and take what he wanted out of it, but now 


found 


> 
- 


paſſionate law may take place in Europe and its colonies, 
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found it broke open and plundered. To conclude, When Mag" 


they had taken him to the town, and there left him near A 


the gates naked and bare, as above-deſcribed, he had, how- 
ever, the good fortune to meet with a tender-hearted citizen, 
Who immediately, without the leaſt heſitation, gave him the 
coat off his own back, and took him to his own houſe. 

This anecdote of the failor I had from one ſingle per- 
fon only; but though that perſon's character for veracity 
was unimpeached, yet, for the honour of our ſpecies, 
F could heartily wiſh, that my informer may be found 


to have over- charged his colours in the dark and horrid 
painting he has made of this tranfaction! And here let 


me farther indulge the pleaſing hope, that the ſame com- 


in favour of thoſe who have the misfortune to ſuffer 
ſhipwreck, as already exiſts in China! on the coaſt of 
which kingdom, all ſuch as are unfortunate enough to 
be ſtranded, whether natives —or ſtrangers from the moſt 
diſtant country—are not only perfectly ſecured in their 
perſons and effects, but are likewiſe maintained and found. 
in every thing till they arrive at their own home, whither 
they are ſent at free coſt. Some of the crew of the Fre- 
deric Adolphus, a Swediſh veſſel, ſhipwrecked on the Plata 
bank, September the 3d, 1761, who landed in their boats. 
before the Chineſe town Kazje, experienced in its fulleſt 
extent the efficacy of an eſtabliſnment that does ſo much 
honour to mankind. Mr. MauLE, the ſupercargo, who- 
likewiſe was one of the number, has aſſured me, that they 
were all received with. the greateſt humanity, maintained: 
3 5 3 
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1 the emperor's expence, and conveyed | in the larger kind 
of Chineſe veſſels to the other Europeans at Canton. 

As in the preceding pages I have made mention of the 
ſtormy winters at the Cape, it may not be improper to give 
here a ſummary abſtract of my meteorological obſervations 
for the months of May, June, and July. With regard to 
the temperature of the air I muſt previouſly remind the 

reader, that I made uſe of a FAHRENHEIT's thermometer, 
which was given me by Dr. FoRsTER at our parting ; and 
that the obſervations taken with it were made in the ſhade, 
in the open air, between eight and nine o'clock in the 
morning, when the temperature of the air was moſt like 
that of the night. I muſt farther remark, that the 
winters at the Cape are in general by no means ſevere, 
and that this winter was reckoned one of the mildeſt. = 
During the firſt half of May the thermometer kept fluc- 
tuating between 53 and 63 degrees; and during the lawer | 
half, between 50 and 58, excepting on the 27th of this 3 
month, when it was at the loweſt, or 49 :, although the | 7 
day was clear and the ſun ſhone. The rainy days in.this 
month were the IIth, t2th, T5th, 16th, 3zoth; and 
among theſe the three firſt-named were the worſt, and ac- 
companied with tempeſtuous north-weſt winds ; ſo that 
when I paſſed Zout Rivier on the 11th, the a was no 
higher than my horſe's knees; but when I repaſled it on 
the 15th, the water had riſen ſo high, in conſequence of 
the rain and the tide, as to reach up to my ſaddle. | 
In the month of June the thermometer was between 

54 and 60. There was a fall either of rain or ſhow on 
= the 
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the 1K; 2d, 2d, ath, 14th, 27th, and fo on to the 31ſt 742 


incluſively. Beſides theſe, there were a few other cloudy K 
days, attended with a high wind; but the remainder re- 
ſembled our fine ſummer days in Sweden. On the 3d, it 
rained very violently, when it happened that a quantity of 
water which, in the preceding days, had been collected on. 
the mountain, burſt its way down to the town, and filled 
the canals there, at the ſame time overflowing ſome of 
the ſtreets; ſo that for ſeveral minutes, it roſe to the height 
of two or three feet againſt the houſes. It likewiſe waſhed 
away a ſmall wall belonging to a ſtone houſe, and carried 
it under the building, at the lame time > ruſhing into divers 
cellars. . 
In July, by reaſon of ſors intervening affairs that hin- 
dered me, I obſerved the ſtate of the weather only till the 
19th; during that time, the thermometer kept between. 
54 and 59 degrees. The rainy days were the 6th, 7th, 
8th, 11th, T2th; clouds without rain on the 3G gth, 


roth, 13th, and r4th. 
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Preparations for the African Expedition, 


rations for my journey in various ways, among which might 
be reckoned my practifing phyſic and ſurgery; as what I 
acquired by theſe means, was a great help towards equip- 


ping me out in the expenſive manner my undertaking re- 


quired. My travelling purſe was farther fortified by a 
lacky ſpeculation in commerce, and likewiſe with fixty 


ducats (for which ſum I was empowered to draw a bill 
for acceptance) for my Engliſh tranſlation of our able 


Swediſh phyſician VAN RoSENSTEIN's Treatiſe on the Diſ- 
eaſes of Children. This work I undertook and finiſhed 


in the laſt year of our cruifing in the South Sea, moſtly 


in the rougher climates, as I at that time was the leaſt 
taken up with buſineſs of any other kind, except that 
of writing; though even in this caſe I was not un- 


frequently obliged, on account of the ſtormy weather, 


to cling with my legs round the foot of the table, and 


hold myſelf at with one hand, in order to be able to 
Write 


% 


Pyvnine the major part of the winter months I lived 
in the town itſelf, and at different times made prepa- 
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write with the other. I take this opportunity of ac- 


knowledging my obligations to Meſſrs. Foks TER for va- 
rious corrections they were ſo kind as to beſtow on the 


tranſlation here alluded to, which my ſlender knowledge 
of the Engliſh tongue made extremely neceſſary; as like- 
wiſe for their taking care of the impreſſion of it at London 


in the year 1776. 
With a view of rendering my intended journey more 


agreeable and convenient, I made every poſſible enquiry 
where I could hear any thing concerning it; but inſtead 
of gaining any uſeful intelligence, I was left more in 


the dark than I was before, as moſt of the informa- 


tion I could colle& was confuſed and perplexed ; the va- 


rious accounts I heard, being often contradictory to each 


other, but ſtill more frequently claſhing with probabi- 


lity itſelf. I was chiefly diſſuaded from the journey, on 


the idea of its being a very abſurd and dangerous under- 
taking, eſpecially as, being a ftranger as yet unacquainted 


with Africa, and far from rich, I muſt neceſſarily ſubject 


myſelf to every kind of inconvenience; but ſince I ſaw 
nothing impoſſible in the affair, at leaſt not in making the 


experiment, I purſued my deſign. With this view I formed 
an acquaintance and even friendſhip with Mr. DANIEL 
FERDINAND IMMELMAN, a young African, who before 


this had, merely for the ſake of pleaſure, made a little 


trip into the country, to which undertaking he was induced 


by the following {ſpirited reflection : that it was very little 


either to his honour or to that of the other African colo- 
niſts, that they had neglected inveſtigating their own 
country, infomuch that they would ſoon be obliged to 
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apply to me and other ftrangers, for intelligence concerning 
We themſelves and the very place of their reſidence. For his 

own part, he was eaſily perſuaded to enter into all my de- 
ſigns and favour me with his company; but we were 
obliged to lay our heads together and ſtand firm by each 
other, in order to get the permiſſion of his relations. His 


mother, a ſenſible European lady, together with her lovely 
daughter, at length gave their conſent, to which they were 


chiefly induced by the conſideration, that young IMMELMAN 


had very weak lungs, and the beſt remedy for him would 


be to take a long journey on horſeback, eſpecially as he 
had the advantage of being accompanied by a phyſician: 


while on the other hand, he had reaſon to dread a more 
certain and horrid death in confequence of the complaint 


he laboured under, than of any thin g that might be ap- 
prehended from the attacks of the roving Hottentots or of 
the wild beaſts up the country. His father, an old expe- 


rienced ſoldier, who had ſerved both in Europe and the 


Eaſt-Indies, and was then lieutenant in the garriſon at the 
Cape, at length gave his conſent on the principle, that a 


lad ſhould never be ſhy or backward, where there was 


danger. Thus circumſtanced, Mr. IMMELMAN provided 
himſelf with a good eaſy nag, for which he gave fifty rix- 


dollars; I had already bought an ordinary galloway 


for re lor, and. a new baggage-waggon, N 
ſize of the ammunition-waggons in Sweden, but covered 
over with a tilt made of ſail-cloth, and finiſhed in 


the ſame manner as thoſe in which the peaſants uſually 


travel in this colony. The price of it was likewiſe 
what was uſually” n for theſe , that is, about 


two 
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acceptable to the Hottentots. 
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two hundred rixdollars, reckoning ſeventy-four for the 
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wood-work, and eighty for the iron-work; the yoke, the GE) 


drag-chain, and the chain for the traces, the ſail- cloth co- 
vering, and a box for the coom, made up the reſt of the 
To draw a waggon of this kind there are uſually 
required five pair of oxen, which I therefore bargained for 
J further took with me me- 
dicines of ſeveral ſorts, as well for our own uſe, as for that 
of the peaſants, to whom they might be of great ſervice, 


I likewiſe provided 


ſum. 


at eight rixdollars a head. 


and procure us a better reception. 
myſelf with a ſmall ſtock of. glaſs beads, brafs tinder- 


boxes, ſteels for ſtriking fire with, and knives, together 


with ſome tobacco; all theſe were commodities peculiarly 
At the ſame time we fur- 
niſhed ourſelves with an oaken caſk, made for the purpoſe 


of keeping ſerpents and other animals in brandy ; alſo ſe- 


veral reams of paper for drying plants, with leads and needles 


_ Tok inſects, and likewiſe ſome neceſſary changes of ap- 
Parel. 


coffee, chocolate, and ſugar, partly for our own uſe, and 


Neither did we forget to take with us plenty of tea, 


partly to inſinuate ourſelves into the good graces of the 
yeomen, who, by reaſon of the great diſtance they are at 
from the Cape, are often without theſe neceflaries. I was 


told indeed, that liquors would infallibly anſwer this pur- 
poſe much better; but the room they took up, their weight, 


and the expence of them, prevented me from taking any 
with me. We were alſo well provided with needles of 
ſeveral ſorts, as by means of theſe, and fair words, we 
ſhould be enabled to gain the good graces of the farmer's 


I bought 


daughters, as well as their aſſiſtance in collecting inſects. 


A VOYAGE. To Tux 
I bought too thirty and odd pounds of rigidly with a 


ſmall quantity of which we filled ſeveral horns, which we 


kept near at hand; the remainder we emptied into a 
leathern bag, and locked it up in my cheſt, by way of 
keeping it out of the way of the lighted pipes of the 
Hottentots. 
ſeventy pound in weight, with a tolerable ſtock of balls, 
lead, and moulds for caſting. It is certain, that the ex- 
pence and quantity of this ammunition, was much more 
than we were adviſed to take with us, or than I myſelf 
thought neceſſary. On our return to the Cape, however, 
after an eight month's. journey, it was almoſt all uſed, I 
would therefore recommend it to every body, who may 
hereafter undertake an expedition of this kind, to ſtock 
themſelves well with powder and ſhot. Every ſhot does 
not take place, and not a little is expended in the ſhooting 
of ſmall birds; ſome too muſt be uſed in ſhooting at marks. 
Beſides, it may happen, as it did to me and my party, 
that for ſeveral weeks together, one may have little elſe to 
live upon than what falls before one's gun ; not to men- 
tion, that prudence requires one to be prepared with am- 


munition againſt the n. attacks on; the Boſhies-men 
and Caffres. 


As the coloniſts here are enjoined by the laws to ſeize 


and bring to the Cape all ſuch as travel about the country 
without being able to ſhew a permiſſion in writing for 
that purpoſe, 1 
vernor's paſs, requiring that I ſhould paſs every where free 


and unmoleſted ; and at the ſame time that the inhabitants 
ſhould aflift me as far as lay in their power, on receiving 
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We took with us ſhot of different ſizes, about 


therefore ſolicited and obtained the go- 
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In another letter, the people 
for this remedy I was re- 


QO 
T) 
2 
YL 
S) 
2 
T 8 | | emĩéꝛ mt 
= 3 2 | | 
S Rt DS Og 
CS - ES 5 2 : 2 
= ER | | =] | 
— 8 Ro S =. SI 
2 —_ — 5 55 8 — 
EE . . | 
8. 8 8 — „ 
8 3 9 8 8 | | = I i 
© ©& EQ: | E : | | 
© f 
& .5 $51 — | 
BE | | 
2 = hn 8 2 | 
„1 8 88 88 


5 * 
. 


— 


* 
K 
* 
- 
* 
I Ee 
* 
* 
» 
* 
% 
a 
% 
-_ 
* * 
1 
S + 
* * 
* 
* 
1 
- 
+ . 
* 
* 
— 4 
. 
* 
* 
* * 
% 
= 
? 
** 
= 
44 
* 


—— 


* 


W 


5 
£>: 


> 


e 


* 


PE " © 
| © 
Fad : « 
| \ 
; - 
"ls . j 
f 
p 
- 
; — * 
- * g 8 r | . 0 E * * , v Ws, M4 7 4 £S © % ; 7 ; 
well Pls 1 . RAE, n 491 EF 83 LL FTTH ; \ 
we 4 ; * 5 : WS — . 4 5 — - a4 v4 * wel > c q 4 4 . \ * 1 CY $ a+ by © „ * 1 An k f * „ gt} * 
» 
ba ? 
7 1 S \ «© 1 . 2 « E 4183 ** * 3 #4 0 ; f | 4 9 | 
: F ? 4 1 2 i . 12 . A 4 1 * 2 0 1 3 ry As py RM. . * z 7 # * * 5 * 14 * 8 - of 
7 * * * » * * — EY 28 4 
* * ” Ss. is A 9 5 1 1 8 1 % 19 4 F 7 ; M*- + * ö 7 z 
" 1 4 I 4 F ; . 5 F e 2 Z 4 3 © 4 4 5 * * 3 | oY . 4 6 4 — * I, \ ; 43 * 
« L * i 8 | p | 
% - * 5 ö : i * 2 n Far . . ; 1 5 ; g"% i ; 
f 3 a 8 . : is +» 3 2. 5 * — 4 * 4 1 5 $ "Y 4 i * 2 1 1 1 
5 - * * F 
_ —— * "_ as 8 D : F * * 2 ? * ; " . 
8 x c : 3 "”— A 
wy 1 I D . a + * *. f an 4 4 — + 4 - 
*. . 
f f F f 
** P 


Cape. My waggon . Was driven by the boor, who 
ſold me the five pair of oxen before- mentioned. But this 


I was not to have till I got to this ſame man's farm near 
Bott-Rivier, which is in the way to the warm bath, whi- 


ther I was going. There are no inns eſtabliſhed in the 


inland part of this country; ſo that every one is obliged to 
travel with their.own horſes and carriages, as well as their 
own proviſion. 
over dry ſand and heaths. . 
part of the day, like other travellers in this country, we 


Our road lay through the low country 
In the middle, or the warm 


let our oxen go to water and look out for paſturage. 
Theſe animals are eaſily ſatisfied with the poor nouriſh- 
ment of the dry ſhrubs and graſs, which are moſt common 


about the Cape, but the horſes are under a greater diffi- 
.culty to find proviſion ſufficiently fine and nouriſhing. It 


is chiefly for this reaſon, that in Africa they moſtly uſe 
oxen for drawing ; and it is, perhaps, from the ſame cauſe, 
that the horſes here are ſeemingly leſs ſtrong and hardy 
than they are in Europe. 
As 
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1 oY EY as the cool of the evening came on, we con- 
pin our journey over Ezr/je Rivier to the foot of a high 


mountain, called Hottentot Holland's Kloof. The environs | a 


here were higher and leſs parched up than in the former part 
of our journey, and were beſides adorned with ſeveral pleaſant 


farms. It was already night, and as dark as pitch, when we 


alighted; we made a little fire, by which, after we had finiſh- 
ed a moderate ſupper, we went to ſleep. All the convenien- 
cies I had for ſleeping were at preſent, as well as during the 
major part of my journey, reduced to the bare ground for a 
bed, a ſaddle for my pillow, and a great coat to cover me 
from the cold of the night; for a place to lie in we looked 
out for the ſide of ſome buſh, which ſeemed moſt likely 
to ſhelter us from the ſouth-eaſt, or any other wind that 
might chance to blow at that time. When it rained, we 


lay in the tilt-waggon itſelf. Here, on account of our 


baggage, we were ſtill worſe off. The beſt place I could 
find for myſelf was my cheſt, though even that had a 


round top; Mr. IMMELMAN, being ſlender and leſs than 


me, was able, though not without great difficulty, to 


ſqueeze himſelf in between my cheſt and the body of the 


waggon, where he lay on ſeveral bundles of paper : he 
had, however, no reaſon to boaſt of a much eaſier bed. 
Sometimes we made our bed under the waggon, where, 
being under cover, we were ſomewhat ſheltered indeed 


from the rain and the dew ; but on the other hand, had 


rather too near, and not quite ſo agreeable neighbours in 


our oxen, Which were tied up to the wheels and poles, and 
alſo to the rails of the waggon, and were ſo ſkittiſh and un- 


ruly, that we could only venture to creep among the gentleſt 
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of them. Theſe companions of ours were moreover very 


reſtleſs, when any wild beaſts were near the ſpot. On the 
other hand, when we had an opportunity of taking a 
night's lodging at a peaſant's houſe, we were for the moſt 
part rather worſe lodged. In moſt places' the houſe con- 
ſiſted of two rooms only, the floors of which were of earth 
or loam. The interior one of theſe was uſed for a bed- 
chamber for the boor himſelf, with his wife and children. 
The outer one compoſed the kitchen, in a corner of which 
they ſpread a mat for us on the floor; and in this generally 
conſiſted all the conveniencies the good folks could afford us. 


As for the reſt, we were obliged to make our beds of our 
ſaddles and great coats, together with a coverlet we brought 


with us. The Hottentots of either ſex, young and old, 
who were in the boor's ſervice, always choſe to ſleep in the 
chimney. This for the moſt part took up a whole gabel 
of the houſe, and at the ſame time had no other hearth 
than the floor, on which conſequently we all lay pigging 
together. An hoſt of fleas and other inconveniencies, to 
which we were by this means f ubjected, made us frequently 
rather chuſe to ſleep in the open air; in caſe the coldneſs of 
the air, high winds and rainy weather, did not make it more 
diſagreeable to us. I have been thus circumſtantial, becauſe 


I thought the beſt way of furniſhing my readers with a 


general idea of the manner in which we were obliged to 
paſs moſt of our nights during our expedition, would be to 
give them an account of my firſt night's lodging. 

The next day, being the 26th, we got up by day-break, 
in order to take our journey over Hottentots Holland's Moun- 
tain, in the cool of the — The way by which we 


aſcended 


9 
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aſcended it was very ſteep, ſtony, winding, and, in other 735. 
July. 
reſpects, extremely inconvenient. Directly to the right of the 


road there was a perpendicular precipice, down which, it is 
ſaid, that waggons and cattle together have ſometimes the 


misfortune to fall headlong, and are daſhed to pieces. It is 
ſaid too, that in order to drive up this and other mountains 
of the kind, even with the ſtrongeſt team of oxen, a man 
muſt not only have the knack, as it is called, and a perfect 


government of the beaſts, but muſt alſo at the ſame time 


make uſe of a whip like that of the African waggoners. 
Theſe whips are fifteen feet long, with a thong ſomewhat 


longer, and a laſh three feet in length, made of ſtout white 


leather. This (in a certain ſenſe) moſt powerful inſtrument 


in getting the waggon forward, the driver holds with both 


hands, and ſitting on the ſeat of the carriage, can reach the 


fifth pair with it, and at the ſame time ſmack his whip, 
when neceſſary, and diſtribute his cuts and laſhes among 


the oxen without intermiſſion, never failing to touch them 


on the very ſpot he wiſhes, ſo that the very hairs come away 
with the whip. By this means he poſſeſſes ſuch an aſcen- 
dency over them, as to oblige'them to join their ſtrength all 
at once, and pull the waggon out of deep pits, or lift it over 
large ſtones and precipices that lie in the road. But it re- 


_ quires a great nicety of attention, not to drive them too far 
at once, nor to reſt them too long at a time; as in the 


former caſe they grow faint, weary, and, in conſequence of 


this, reſtivez and in the latter caſe, they loſe the ſpirit to 
which they have been previouſly wrought up, and which 


is neceſſary for the getting them on; and for want of 


"wb it often happens, that the waggon cannot be made 
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to ſtir from the ſpot. On going up the Keeper hills, there- 
fore, the drivers are wont to let them breathe a little every 


half minute, minute, or two minutes, as occaſion requires: 
on the other hand, in deſcending, even when the road is 


not very ſteep, particularly with a load, it is to be feared, 


leſt the waggon ſhould get down before the oxen, or tumble 
upon them, as only the hindmoſt pair is put into the ſhafts, 


and are not able to hold back as much as is neceſſary: the 


waggon muſt therefore be locxed, as they term it; this con- 
ſiſts in winding a chain that is faſtened to the fore part of 


the waggon, one or more times round ſome of the fellies 
of the hind wheel, and then, with a hook that hangs to the 
other end of the chain, hooking it into one of the links. 
Down ſtill ſteeper hills, as for inſtance, ſuch as that we were 
now aſcending, both the hind wheels are locked, and ſome- 
times one of the fore wheels into the bargain, eſpecially i in 
rainy weather, when it is ſlippery. In default of a drag- 
chain, the wheel is laſhed faſt to the ſeat of the Waggon, 
and in this manner the waggon is dragged down the hill; 


but in order that the loweſt fellies of the wheel that is to be 
locked may not be worn, together with the iron-work round 
it, a kind of {ledge carriage, hollowed out in the inſide, and 


called a /oc&/boe, is fitted to it. This is eighteen inches in 
length, and made of hard wood; underneath it is generally 


ſhod with iron, and neareſt reſembles a trough, which how- 


ever 1s open behind for the wheel -to run into. It is two 
or three inches deep in order to ſupport the wheel with its 
edges, and hinder it from ſlipping out; and in the fore part 
of it there is a ſtout ſtrap, with which it is faſtened or ſtrung 
vans: the drag chain, I am not ignorant, — in the north 


. we 


Wo 

=> 
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Ve uſe ice-hooks, or ſafety-hooks, to our ſledge carriages; 
but, at leaſt as far as I know of, we have no drag- chains to 
our waggons. Theſe, however, would be highly neceſſary 


in certain places, eſpecially in the ſpring, and might be 


eaſily made. Beſides obviating the danger of the cattle 
running away with the team, this machine likewiſe prevents 
their being bruiſed in any other way, or hurt by holdin 8 


back, wherr they are going down hill.—Under the general 
1 


denomination of mountain, particularly about this ſ 
mean, not only high rocky hills, but likewiſe e 


under this name all the more conſiderable eminences (more 


or leſs rocky) as well as the ridges compoſed of them. 


But to return to Hottentots Holland's Mountain, as it is 
called. It was as yet very bare of plants. However, I 
had the pleaſure of finding a ſuperb protea in full bloom. 
It was this that I have deſcribed and given a drawing of in 


the Swediſh Philoſophical Tranſactions for 1777, Page 5 3, 
under the name of Guflavus's Scepter. Flora, by conſe- 


crating this beautiful ſpecies to ſo glorious and auguſt a 


name, perpetuates the memory of the great acquiſitions, 
which (fo much to the honour of our northern regions) 
ſhe has made, in conſequence of the protection the ſcience 
of botany has enjoyed under the great kings of the GusTA- 
VIAN race; and at the ſame time breathes out her ardent 
vows, that under our moſt gracious king GusTAvus III. 
the ſcepter may long continue to flouriſh. 


This protea is a ſhrub from two to four feet in height, 


which ſometimes grows up undivided as ſtrait as a rod, and 
at other times throws out two or three ſpiral branches, 


terminating in tufts of flowers of a ſilver hue. What is 


moſt 
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moſt remarkable i in this plant is, its producing two ſorts of 


3 leaves totally different from each other, viz. While the 


to lock one of the wheels. 


upper ones on the ſtalk are from one to two inches long 


only, wedge-ſhaped and undivided, the lower ones are ſe- 


veral inches long, and divided into many ke in the form 


of branches. 


The road on the north gde of Hottentots Holland's | IR 


tain was not near ſo ſteep, yet we were obliged at intervals 


that lies on this or the north ſide of. the above-mentioned 


mountain, is by the inhabitants commonly called Agzer 


ae Berg, or Over de Berg. By noon we came to Palme 
Rivier, where it runs through a beautiful little plain. 


Here, according to our uſual cuſtom, we baited during 
the heat of the day. 
found over any ſtream or river in all Africa, and ferry- 


As not a ſingle bridge is to be 


boats are eſtabliſhed only at two places, we were obliged 
to croſs over at this part in water four feet in depth, which 


reached quite up to my ſaddle. Though the rivers in thoſe. 


places, where they croſs the public roads, are generally 


not deep, yet this method of paſſing them is ſometimes 
dangerous as well as tedious ; for after one or more days 
rain, eſpecially in winter, it often happens, that one is 


obliged to ſtay a week or a fortnight, and ſometimes longer, 


before the water is fallen enough for one to venture to paſs 


it ; and that in places where, at other times, (particularly 
in ſuramer) one may almoſt go over dry-ſhod ; and though 


the water ſhould afterwards fall in ſome meaſure, one 


cannot nevertheleſs venture with any degree of ſafety to 
croſs them as uf ual, for fear that the flood ſhould have 
formed 


All this part of the country, 
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formed ſome inequalities there, or elſe have made the bed 1775: 
July. 
deeper by wathing away the earth. Some more deſperate 
and fool-hardy peaſants indeed, who are impatient at wait- 
ing fo long for the falling of the water, or who have ſo 
ſmall a ſtock of proviſion as not to be able to make any 
long ſtay, are ventureſome enough. to ſwim their waggons 
over, ſo that the water will riſe. above the middle of the 
body of the carriage : and though their wives, children, 
and the baggage they have with them, ſhould undergo a 
good ſouſing, it makes no great difference to them. The 
ſlave, or the Hottentot, whom, as they do not make uſe of 
reins, they are unavoidably obliged to employ for the pur- 
poſe of leading the foremoſt pair of oxen through the moſt 
dangerous places, muſt in ſuch caſes ſwim with them in his 
hand ; and a fortunate circumſtance it is for the maſter, if 
the whim does not take them to follow the ſtream, or turn 
about, or play any other tricks, Theſe animals, however, 
when they are well broke in, will at any time all ſtand {till 
together on their driver's gently calling to them Ho, Ha; 
and in like manner each ox in particular will pay attention, 
and go to the right or to the left, merely upon hearing its 
own name pronounced with a Ho or a Ha added to it; 
and with a continual repetition of this delightful ox- 
language, together with the names of the beaſts intro- 
duced occaſionally, not to mention the noiſy cracks of 
the whip, the traveller muſt lay his account in being con- 
| ſtantly entertained, particularly in fuch parts of the road, 
in which this practice is more peculiarly neceflary in order 
to get them on. Add to this, the nice attention requiſite 
in order to make uſe of the whip not only frequently, but 


at proper times and en - and it follows, that the buſi- 
nels 
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773: neſs of waggon-driving in Africa, is as difficult and tire- 

ſome an occupation, as this mode of MLS is noiſy, 
inconvenient, and d angerous. 

Very late in the evening we arrived at our driver's 
farm, which was very pleaſantly ſituated on the other ſide 
of Bott Rivier. This river was beſet at ſmall intervals 
with pretty higli mountains, the peaks and ridges of which 
delightfully varied the ſcene. In the declivities of ſome 
of them caverns and grottos were ſeen, which certainly did 
not exiſt from the beginning, but were produced by the 
viciſſitudes and changes to which all natural objects are 
ſubject. Even the hard and ſteep rocky precipices, which 
one would imagine to be doomed to everlaſting nakedneſs, 
were, on their dark and gloomy walls, teeming with iron- 
ore, adorned with ſeveral climbing plants, the branches and 
tendrils of which they gratefully in return, with their 
ſharply- projecting angles {ſtretched out and ſupported. In 
the clefts of theſe declivities I obſerved the plants, which 
nature had produced on theſe elevated hot-beds, already in 
bloom, and which, in the pride of their glory, might bid 
defiance to all human approach. A few ſtones-throw from 
this farm there was a mineral water of conſiderable ſtrength, 
which nobody in this quarter had had the ſenſe to make 
uſe of. The ſtones and rocks in ſeveral ſpots hereabouts 
contained a great deal of iron. 


Along this river lay ſeveral farms, the: produce of 
which conſiſted chiefly of ſheep and corn. The wine 
that was made here was a ſour waſh, which would not 
ſell in the town without being firſt converted into vine- 
gar and brandy, The peaſants themſelves, however, 

_ drank 
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Art it juſt as it was, with the greateſt avidity. The 


cauſe of the inferior quality of this wine, as well as of moſt A 


of that made Agter de Berg, proceeds from the greater 
coldneſs of the ſoil; which again depends on the diſtance 
of this country en the ſea, and conſequently from the 
fertilizing vapours of that element; but chiefly upon the 
elevation of this diſtrict above the ſea's ſurface. After 
ſtaying a day at this place, we made a trip to the warm 
baths. I left my waggon here till I ſhould have occaſion 
for it, and went on horſeback, in company with another 
waggon that was going to the ſame place. In order to go 
by a nearer way, we did not take any beaten road, but 
made the beſt of our way forward over plains, hills, and 
dales. The whole of this extenſive tract was, by reaſon of 
the default of water, left uncultiyated and uninhabited. 
A great number of deer and other game had taken refuge 
here. I now, for the firſt time, had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
herds, conſiſting of the two largeſt ſorts of antilopes or 
gazels, which are called by the Dutch Hartbeeſis and bunte- 
boks ; the former name, which ſignifies hart-beaf, was 
prolly given to the former of theſe creatures on account 
of ſome reſerablance they ſhewed in colour to the harts of 
Europe; and the latter, which ſignifies painted, or rather 
pied goats, ſuits better with the laſt- mentioned animals, 
their orange-yellow or pale- brown poſteriors being marked 
with a conſiderable number of white ſpots and ſtreaks. The 
hartbeeſ} 1 have deſcribed in the Memoirs of the Swediſh 
Academy of Sciences for 1779, Page 151, by the name of 
antilope dorcas : it is likewiſe given here in Vol. II. plate I. 
— 1. being frequently mentioned in the courſe of the 
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for the firſt time, whole troops of wild gebras, called by the 
coloniſts 2wi/de paarden, or wild horſes. They were ſeen in 


/ea-bor/e hides. | 
Ofrriches, the birds whoſe feathers our luxury occaſions 


within a gun-ſhot or two of ſome of them, by which means 


in vain. With their long legs and huge ftrides, they ſcoured 


their balance; for they are not able in the leaſt to raiſe 
their heavy bodies from the ground. I have ſince been 


hunter muſt, notwithſtanding, keep on his courſe, but at 
proper intervals {pare his horſe, by keeping him from gal- 
loping too faſt, till ſuch time as he can {ee the oſtrich again 

2 . from 


— ee in proportion than the hartbeeſt, is the antilope 
ſeripta of PalLas, and the guib of BUFRON, Tom. XII. 
page 30 5—327. plate XL. According to ADANSON, it is 
very common at Senegal. 1 will add, that the females of 
this ſpecies have no horns. - The. ſame day I likewiſe faw, 


large herds, and appeared very beautiful in their ſtriped 
black and white uniform. It is the ſkins of theſe that are 
generally ſold at our furriers Hops by the abſurd name of 


to be brought from the remoteſt plains of Africa, I like- 
wiſe ſaw. to-day in their wild ſtate, at the ſouthernmoſt 
promontory of this quarter of the globe. I ſometimes came 


I was now and then induced to purſue them, tho' always 


away as faſt again as the horſe and hunter, neither of whom 
were uſed to the ſport, could follow. They ran always 
with their wings extended, probably by way of preſerving 


told, that it is impoſſible for any man, even when mounted 
on the beſt hunter, to catch them at firſt ſetting off, but 
that in a few minutes they will bound out of fight. The 
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from the top of ſome kill; the bird in the mean time 


having run itſelf down, and afterwards growing ſomewhat 
cool, and conſequently {tiff in its joints, has much ado to 


eſcape ; and never fails, at leaft after the third courſe, 
either to be taken alive, or elſe to fall before the 


ſportmaiy s gun. In like manner I chaſed and ſhot at the 


antilopes before ſpoken of in vain ; theſe animals having a 
peculiar cuſtom of ſtanding ſtill at intervals during their 


flight, to ſtare at their purſuers a little, and wait for their 
coming up. This property, however, is not, as ſome ima- 


gine, either peculiar to the genus of antilopes, or common 
to all the ſpecies of it; for I have ſeen Hues and wild 


s (quaggas) Ghiiteined make a ſtand in the fame manner: 
on the other hand, ſome of the ſmaller kinds of antilopes, 
as ſteenboks, Rlip-ſpringers, rie-reeboks, and boſchboks, run 
without ſtopping, till they are out of the hunter's ſight. 


The el antilopes (antilope oryx) of which I have likewiſe 


given a deſcription in the Swediſh Tranſactions, are ſaid, 


on account of the great demand there is for their fleſh and 


hides, to be already exterminated from this part of the 


country; and as ſoon as any others come from the inner 
diſtricts, they are ſhot directly, being in much greater 


requeſt, as well as eaſier to. hunt, than the harzbeeſts. 
Towards evening we came out upon a road, which carried 
us by two farms, and at laſt, about duſk, to the warm bath. 
Juſt before we got thither, we had left a road on the left- 


hand, which, we were told, led to Roodezand, Roggevell, 
Bokkeveld, and Sneeuwberg. 5 

The ground we had gone over that day, was 
reckoned four hours on horſeback; and, as it ap- 


peared to me, Was about four Swediſh, or twenty-four 
S 2 _ Engliſh 
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775 Engliſh miles. We had now been above ſeven hours 
GE driving at an even pace over this piece of road. The way 
of meaſuring ground at the Cape, which is computed by 
time, cannot be otherwiſe than uncertain and variable; 
too much ſo, indeed, to be collated with, our method 4 
reckoning by miles. An hour upon a hilly road, muſt 
neceſſarily be ſhorter than an hour upon a level one. The 
reader, therefore, muſt not expect a perfect geometrical 
accuracy in my map, it being laid down only from my 
own obſervations with a compaſs, and the accounts I ob- 
tained from others. In the mean time, however, it is the 
only one that exiſts, and may probably be of no ſmall aſ- 
ſiſtance in the framing of others that may be made here- 
after. In general, the aur, or an hour on the road, 18 
reckoned equal to the diſtance to which a man can ride on 
a round trot, or a common hand-gallop, in that ſpace of 
time, and this again is conſidered as equivalent to the 
diſtance to which a man is able to drive a waggon with 
cxen in two hours; 5 though even theſe on a plain level road, 
and with a lighter load than they generally draw, will go 
almoſt as faſt a trot (and in the ſame proportion for other 
paces) as one uſually rides on horſeback. Four ſuch hours 
with a horſe, or with eight oxen, are reckoned to make 
one et. This is as much as they uſually drive with a 
load in a day, or in the ſpace of twelve hours, as ſome- 
times they bait once on the road. The peaſants that live 
farther up in the country, and have a long way to travel, 
are provided with a ſpare ſet of oxen or two, which they 
make uſe of by turns, and in this manner are able to drive 


day and night, or two — 6. e. eight horſe-hours) in the 
twenty- 
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twenty-four natural hours. Now as thoſe who live high 775: 
up in the country take fourteen, and ſometimes twenty and ww 
odd days, (beſides a day or two for reſting,) to carry their 
goods in this manner to the Cape, and ſomewhat leſs time 
to return in, it may eaſily be conceived, that they do not ſpare 
the poor creatures in the leaſt: it is by no means uncom- 
mon to ſee them driven puffing and blowing with their 
tongues hanging a good way out of: their mouths ; and it is Sen "of 
evident that but little time can be allowed them for reſting, = 
and till leſs for ſeeking their food: now and then, indeed, ET Ws 
they are able to fill their bellies with graſs, ſhrubs, and i 
Water, but have ſcarcely time to chew the cud. It is from 
this cauſe likewiſe, that from having been, as it were, al- 
moſt choked with fat, they grow quite lean on ſuch a 
journey-as this; though, by the time that they take ano- 
ther journey next year to the Cape, they may poſſibly, 
eſpecially ſuch as during that period are not much worked, 
E get into as good plight as before, on their uſual paſturage, 
= which they have in great abundance. 
Y As I have juſt been treating of the manner of travelling 
Y at the Cape, I muſt here farther add, that throughout all 
= this colony oxen are never put into a team, ſo as to draw 
a with their horns, but with their ſhoulders only, one yoke 
being uſed for each pair of oxen, which in the mortiſes 
with which it is faſtened round their necks, has notches. 
for putting on and taking off the head-harneſs. The yoke 
belonging to the hindmoſt pair is faſtened by its middle 
part to the pole of the waggon; and thoſe belonging to 
the reſt have a rope, ſtrap or chain, running through 
them, which is thus ſtretched out equally between all the- 
Cattle, 
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cattle. Perhaps this manner of harneſſing their oxen, 
Www which ſeems to leave them ſo much at liberty to move 


about, without giving them an opportunity of making uſe 


of the ſtrength they have in their horns, will account for 
ſuch long journies being made with oxen ſo expeditiouſly 


in Africa; and likewiſe on the other hand, for their being 


obliged to make uſe of ten or twelve beaſts to one Waggon 
or plough. Mr. ARTHUR YOUNG, in his “ Tour through 
Ireland,” in the years 1776, 77, 78, has made mention 


of an experiment to this purpoſe, which has given riſe to 
this conjecture of mine, for which reaſon I thought it ne- 
ceſſary to quote the paſſage here. 


Lord Shannon, upon going into tillage, found that 


the expence of horſes was ſo great, that it eat up all the 


profit of the farm, which made him determine to uſe 
bullocks; he did it in the common method of yokes and 
bows, but they performed ſo indifferently, and with ſuch 


manifeſt uneaſineſs, that he imported the French method 


of drawing by the horns; and in order to do this effec- 
tually, he wrote to' a perſon at Bourdeaux to hire him a 
man who was practiſed in that method. Upon the cor- 
reſpondent being applied to, he repreſented difficulties 
attending it, the man who was ſpoken to having been in 
Germany for the ſame purpoſe. Upon which Lord Shan- 
non gave directions, that every thing ſhould be bought 
and ſent over which the labourer wiſhed to bring with 
him. Accordingly a bullock of the beſt ſort, that had 
been worked three years, was purchaſed ; alſo a hay-cart, 


a plough, and all the tackling for harneſſing them by the 
horns.—In my preſence, his Lordſhip ordered the French 


harveſt- 
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harveſt-cart to be loaded half a mile from the ricks ; it was 
done, one thouſand and twenty ſheafs were laid on it, and 
two oxen drew it without difficulty. We then weighed 
forty ſheafs, the weight two hundred and fifty-one pounds, 
at which rate the one thouſand and twenty came to fix 
thouſand three hundred and ſeventy-five pounds, or above 
three tons, which 1s a vaſt weight for two oxen to draw. 
I am very much in doubt, whether in yokes they would 
have ſtirred the cart ſo loaded.” (Page 409, Vol. I.—See 
likewiſe page 380.) 
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Reſidence at the Warm Bath. 
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HE warm bath, which: we now arrived at, is called 
Hottentots Holland's Bath, from the name of the diſ- 
trict in which it is ſituated; for the ſame reaſon it was 


lkewiſe frequently called the Bath over or behind the 


mountain, and ſometimes too Yzer-Baad, as this is ſup- 
poſed to contain more iron than any other bath in the co- 
lony. It is likewiſe looked upon to be better furniſhed 
with conveniencies than any of the others. A brick houſe 
has been built here by order of government for the ac- 


commodation of the company at the bath. This conſiſts of 


a hall, two large chambers, a kitchen, and a little chamber, 
all with earthen floors. The ſmall chamber is inhabited 


by the po- mater, as he is called, or the overſeer of the 


bath; ſo that there are, properly ſpeaking, only the two 
large chambers for the gueſts, who ſometimes arrive in a 
greater number than can be lodged in that narrow ſpace. 


In this caſe they are obliged to diſpoſe of themſelves as well 


as they can in the hall, in the loft, or elſe in tents and 


tilt-waggons, which they bring with them for that pur- 


poſe. 
The 


CAPE or G OO D HOPE. 
The brick building above-mentioned, is erected againſt 


hence the water making its way into one of the chambers, 
renders it very damp and unhealthy; and it is ſtill more ſo, 


when they are obliged to put ſeveral beds and ſick people 
together. By the liſt that the overſeer of the bath has kept 


there for ſeveral years paſt, I found, that from one hun- 
dred and fifty to two hundred perſons uſe the bath yearly. 
But at the cold and inconvenient ſeaſon when I was there, 


there were only eight people bathing, and even theſe were 
but ſcurvily entertained. The few miſerable benches, and 
the table that we found here, were the property of the old 


man at the bath, and accordingly we were obliged to hire 
them of him. 


At the diſtance of about a witadred paces from the awe 


ling-houſe, is the bathing-houſe. This is a cottage, two 


ſides of which are for the greater part under ground, and 
into which the light enters only by a few ſmall peep- 


| holes. The length of this cottage is from three and a half 
to four fathoms, and its breadth a fathom and a half, At 
one end of it there is a ciſtern or pit, a fathom and a half 


| ſquare, and two feet deep. The warm water is brought a 


little way under ground from its ſource, till it comes out 
from above into one of the gables of the houſe, where it 
afterwards runs through an open channel one fathom in 
length, from which it comes pouring down into the ciſtern 
in a ſtream an-inch thick. By this contrivance, indeed, 
the expence of maſonry and brick-work is ſaved, but then 
probably an opportunity is given by it to the moſt ſubtile 


and efficacious particles to fly off. 
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555 
the declivity of a hill, without any kind of ſewer or dyke; wars. 


the external parts of the body. 
is increaſed, as well as that of the pulſation of the heart. 
In ſo ſhort a ſpace of time as eight or ten minutes, and 
ſometimes even before that period, a deliquium appears to 
be coming on. 
be alone, for fear of ſwooning in the bath, and being 


water, he gets ſo much the eaſier into a ſweat. 


and find no bad effects from it. 
emptied, by turning a cock in the interval between each 
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The method of | bathing is, for the patient to ſit or lie 
down in the ciſtern, till the water is up to his chin. The 


water then feels extremely warm, though not ſcalding hot ; 


and a kind of ſugillation is perceived from the internal to 
The velocity of the pulſe 


It is therefore by no means adviſeable to 


drowned. Such unfortunate accidents are ſaid ſometimes 
to have actually happened. At length, when the patient 


> gets out of the water, he lays himſelf at the other end of 
the room to ſweat, in the clothes he has brought with him 


for this purpoſe. If he then drinks ſome of the warm 


As ſoon 
as this is over, or at leaſt diminiſhed, the patient waſhes 


 hinafelf as quickly as poſſible in the bath, in order to be . 


dry ſo much the ſooner, before he puts on his clothes. 
Some people bathe and ſweat in the manner here mentioned 
at two different times, one immediately after the other, 
The ciſtern may be 


perſon's bathing, if required, | 
__ Hardly a mile and a half from hence there is a farm, 


where the company at the bath ſometimes lodge; but they 


find this rather inconvenient, on account of the diſtance. 


The patients bathe, as deſcribed above, moſtly once or 


twice a day, very ſeldom three times; at leaſt, ſuch as in- 
tend. to purſue this method of o cure for any length of time. 
A few. 


CAPE of GOOD HOPE, 139 


A few paces from this bath there are two others, Which 1976: 
are nothing more than pits into which the warm water . 
flows, covered in with hovels made of hurdles. Of theſe, 
the one is cooler and the other warmer than that which I 

firſt deſcribed; both of them are made uſe only by 
flaves and Hottentots. In this part of the country there 
are two other wells without any ſhelter, but they are not 
uſed, though one of them has the ſtrongeſt ſpring of any, 
and is neareſt to the main building. In the dale I have 
deſcribed, at the diſtance of about fifty paces from and 
below the warm wells or bathing- places, there is a well of 
cold water, very pure to the taſte. The contents and 
temperature of the warm bath I cannot very accurately 
determine, partly on account of my thermometer being 
not 'graduated high enough for this purpoſe, and partly 
by reaſon that I was in want of many neceſſary helps, as 
well with reſpect to drugs as veſſels; for the maſter of the 
bath's brandy-glaſs excepted, I had nothing here fit for the 
purpoſe, but the two drinking-glafſes I brought with me, 
the people here uſually ene the water of the well out 
of ladles. 

So that the only experiments which I had an opportu- 
nity of making are the following: 

A ſolution of ſugar of lead ſeemed to precipitate a foul 
ſlimy matter. 

A _./olution- of filver tinged the water of an opal colour, 
and at length fd pe a little white ens to the 
bottom. 

Oil of tartar per deliquium, precipitated ſcarcely any thin g. 
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Litharge, | ſal ammoniac, lacmus, and hrup of _ violets, 


WV each of them ſeparately digeſted with fg WAS made no 


change in the colour of it. 
Powder of galls digeſted with the Water Sies it re- 


tained its natural warmth, produced a brown colour, 
as Our mineral waters do in Sweden, and this colouriwas . 


durable; 5 


Bt Säge- with the water, After it 


vad: ſtood to 271 in the glaſb, OP thy _ __ 


to it; 


— leh with water boiled, arwei 
tinged it in the leaſt. | 


Ochre had LO: in e {rg in the eilten and 
conduits. (7 


The water ae in vette wa narrow necks, gene- 


rated a great number of air- bubbles. 


Lime-water did not produce any hepatic air, but dees 
ſeveral ſmall clouds in the warm water, which ſoon col- 


lected into one, without falling to the bottom. It muſt 
be obſerved, however, that the lime-water I made uſe of 


for this purpoſe, was not ſufficiently to be depended upon. 
I was obliged to prepare ſome myſelf from lime that was 
ſomewhat flacked, and a quantity of water, which, for want 
of a better apparatus, 1 diſtilled by means of ſeveral tea- c 
kettles joined together. 


Silber that had lain long in the water, diſcovered no 
tokens of the preſence of ſulphur. 


It is generally reported of this water, that it — of 
brimſtone; but in fact, no ſuch mineral is to be diſco- 


vered in it, either by the taſte or ſmell ; lead taſte predomi- 
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nant in this water being very ſenſibly vitriolic, and not 
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ſulphureous. Notwithſtänding this, the water is pretty . 


eaſy of digeſtion, and dogs not ſit heavy on a tolerably 
good ſtomach. As there is hardly ever any opportunity of 
conſulting a phyſician here, this bath is uſed without any 
other method or indication than what correſponds with the 
caprice, or ſuits the convenience. of the patient; conſe- 
_ quently, without any regular order, and without the leaſt 
attention to diet, or any diſtinction of diſorders, of which 
I ſhall give the following inftance. Aflave had ſo far got 
the better of an epidemical diſtemper, with which he had 


been afflicted, that nature was perfecting the cure by throw- 


ing out boyls on the ſurface of his body; notwithſtanding 


which he was ſent from Zwe/lendam, by the lord lieutenant 
of that diſtrict, to the bath here, as being a never- failing 
remedy. In vain did I order him to refrain entirely from 


bathing, when the greateſt man in the place had com- 


manded him to do it. In the ſpace of a few hours from 
his firſt bathing, the poor fellow Was at once delivered 


from his boyls and bondage. 
The company at the wells were in general not at all 
nice with regard to the time of day for bathing, and did 


not heſitate to go into the bath directly after meals; and 
though this was ſometimes really done without any remark- 
able bad conſequences enſuing, yet it was much to be 
feared, that the food which the patient had juſt before 
taken, ſhould be too ſuddenly thrown into the maſs of 
blood. Frora all the accounts I could collect, it was not 
unuſual for rheumatiſms and contractions of the limbs to 
be entire removed in three or four days, by the uſe of the 
: . warm 


wig 
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warm bath'; but in the gout it is by no means a peculiarly 


It is ſometimes of uſe in eruptions 


and malignant ulcers, but at other times has not the leaſt 
effect in theſe diſorders. A girl who was now uſing the 
bath for the ſecond year for her leg that was violently 
ſwelled and affected with profound ulcers, and in the mean 
time had poulticed it with the bruiſed leaves of mallows 
and other plants, had obtained no relief; I therefore diſ- 


| ſuaded her from uſing either the bath or the leaves, as 


being of too irritating a nature, and ordered her to uſe a 


ſalve made of wax and honey, partly on account of its 


being eaſy to be procured, and partly becauſe I knew by 
experience, that it could do no harm, and might do good. 

By this remedy the ulcer was healed very ſuddenly beyond 
all expectation, and the ſwelling went down by degrees, 
A man bathed here for an old inveterate ulcer in his leg, 
without experiencing any good effect; but it ſhould be ob- 
ſerved by the bye, that he got drunk almoſt every day. A 
woman had a hard lump in one of her breaſts, bigger than 
a man's fiſt. As bathing alone ſeemed to be of no ſervice 
in this caſe, I made her rub the indurated tumour with a 
little mercurial ointment; by which means, in fact, one 


half of it diſappeared in the ſpace of two days; but the 
remainder was not in the leaſt ated upon, either by the 


ointment or the bath. This good woman was at that very 
time, without knowing it, in that ſituation, that a few 


months after bathing ſhe was brought to bed. 


The child, 


which was quite hvely and hearty, had received no damage 
from the mother's bathing. A butcher was now uſing the 
bath for the third DG, for an inveterate er in his leg, 


but 
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but without any peculiar advantage; though I was ac- 
quainted with a magiſtrate, who at this place in a ſhort time 


got rid of a bad ulcer in his leg, for which he had long 


tried in vain every remedy that could be thought of. 


A young Madagaſcar ſlave, who had an inveterate ulcer 


in his leg two inches broad, and of three years ſtanding, 
was ſent to the warm bath under my care, on condition 


that I ſhould make uſe of him as my ſervant. He had 


before this been attended, and given over as incurable, by 
a ſurgeon at the Cape. Being curious to examine a negro's 
fleſh, I had for ſome weeks before we ſet off, undertaken to 
look after the ſore myſelf. In general the diſcharge from 
it was very trifling. The raw fleſh appeared exactly of the 
ſame colour with that of an European. . After the proud- 


fleſh_was ſuppreſſed, the ulcer began to heal, by throwing 
out freſh fibres in the ſame manner as ours do, with ſome- - 
thing whitiſh on the ſide. of the ſkin, which otherwiſe. 


was of a dark colour. The proceſs, however, went on very 


{ſlowly and tediouſly ;. but with the warm bath, the fore 
increaſed both in width. and depth. I let him go on bath- 
ing nevertheleſs, in hopes that the wound would heal of : 
itſelf, after his body had been well cleanſed by a courſe 


of bathing; but in this, as I atterwards-found, I was very 


much miſtaken. The flave himſelf informed me, that 


once before, when he was in a ſtate of freedom, and in 
his native country, he had had this ſame complaint come 
upon him; that the ſore had then, as well as at preſent, 
broke out of itſelf, but at that time was healed in a few 
days, by means of a certain bark bruiſed between two 


ſtones, and laid upon the part. He ſaid he knew the tree; 
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 1775- very well; and had ſeen the bark of it uſed by many of his 
. countrymen with equal ſucceſs; but that ſince his arrival 
on the continent of Africa, he had looked for it in vain. 
The Chriſtians who arm the- natives of Madagaſcar 
| againſt each other, in order, by bartering afterwards with 
the conquerors, to recruit their colonies with droyes of 
wretched flaves, muſt here give me leave to remind them, 
if not ſwayed by the conſideration of the advantages 
which may accrue to mankind, yet at leaſt for the ſake of 
their own intereſts, a motive in other reſpects ſo powerful 
with them, in ſome meaſure to turn their thoughts, and 
allot a ſmall part of their gains, to the purpoſe of making Y 
uſeful reſearches. The Peruvian bark, ſenega, ophiorhiza, 1 
ſarſaparilla, quaſſia, with many other uſeful remedies, cal- c 
culated for preſerving millions of our ſpecies, have not we 
learned them all from thoſe we call Savages? and perhaps 
might learn {till more, if our tyranny had not already, I 
had almoſt ſaid, entirely extirpated them, and together with 
them loſt the reſult of their uſeful experience. The ope- 
ration of the bath, and the cures that are here performed 
by its means, depend, in my opinion, very little on the 
mineral that is contained in a ſtate of ſolution in the water; 
for it is forced out of the body too ſpeedily, and by too 
: . near paſſages, to be of any ſervice. The warmth itſelf, 
in the degree in which it exiſts here, hinders the iron from 
acting as a fonic; and likewiſe prevents any of the water, 
by which the body is ſurrounded, from being abſorbed 
into the veſſels, and diluting the humours, &c. as theſe 
latter evidently flow towards the ſurface of the body; fo 
that the cures performed here, proceed from nothing elſe 


than 


P 23ers 
- 
* 


Ez. ˖ = l 


L 


ey 


1 
3 


F 


CAPE OF G00D, HOPE. 


than repeated mutations of the humours by ſweating, and 
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therefore a more ſuitable diet and courſe of medicine than A 


are here obſerved are of the utmoſt importance, to the end 
that the newly- generated fluids may be more healthy than 


thoſe that have been previouſly carried off by the pores 
of the ſkin. But if it be true, that the cures made by 
this bath chiefly depend on the operation of ſweating, in 


this caſe it has no peculiar advantage over domeſtic baths, 


beſides that of ſaving fuel. In Africa and Europe, as 


well as among the ſavages in America, it is by no means 
unknown, that the various methods practiſed of exciting per- 
ſpiration, have in certain caſes been of the greateſt ſervice; 
but perhaps, in many inſtances, more benefit would be 


found by making uſe of the natural baths at the Cape 


with a more moderate degree of warmth, which would 
allow of the water being abſorbed into the body; and 
likewiſe by uſing them with the addition of herbs : as, 
tor example, of bucku (dioſma) and, wild dacka (phlomis 

leonurus) which are known both by the coloniſts and the 
Hottentots to be as efficacious as they are common, and of 
the powerful effects of which, in pains and contractions of 


the limbs, when uſed in the form of baths, I myſelf have 
{een inſtances. 


powers, either univerſally, or only in particular circum- 
ſtances, even then, in default of natural baths, one may 
prepare ſomething ſimilar to them one's ſelf. Vide Joh. 
CAROLI SCHROTERI Diſputatio, ſub prejidio FRID. Hopr- 
MANI, de Balneorum artificialium ex Scoriis Metallicis uſu 
Medico. Hale Magdeburgi L739... 
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But finally, ſuppoſing. the ſolutions of 
minerals in the warm ſprings to be poſſeſſed of the greateſt 
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775. by 7 narurlicben Brunnen nucbæumacben, (the art of imi- 
S tating natural mineral waters) by M. CHARLES LE Rol. 
Likewiſe Profeſſor BERGMAN's Opuſcula, Vol. 1. | 

In the mean time, inſtead of entering into a diſpute 
concerning the advantages that may accrue to any country 
from the poſſeſſion of theſe warm ſprings, it would not be 
amiſs in this place to make ſome enquiries concerning 
their origin. It is well known, that heat, earthquakes, 
and even fire are produced, when water comes into con- 
tat with Arata of ' ſulphur mixed with iron. Subter- 
raneous heat or fire produced by this or other cauſes, is the 
occaſion of the water exiſting in the bowels of the earth 
being forced upwards in the form of vapours, A collection 
of theſe vapours impregnated with the ſubſtances which 
they may have diſſolved in their way, compoſe what we 
call mineral waters. So that it ſeems there is great reaſon 
to fear, leſt in ſuch large and extenfive diſtillations the 
water ſhould chance to boil over. And, indeed, experience 
ſhows, that, in this caſe, warm ſprings and volcanos for 
the moſt part enſue. To conclude, from the number of 
baths there is at the Cape, and the conſiderable degrees of 
warmth they are poſſeſſed of, it is probable, that there lies 
concealed in the bowels of the earth not a little of this 
burning and all-deſtroying element. What gives farther 
cauſe for this ſufpicion, is a little rock or hill of ſtone, 
fituated fifteen or twenty paces above the bathing-houſe. 
This conſiſts of a ſolid lava, in which there appear evident 
marks of its. having been once in a fluid ſtate. It likewiſe 
perfectly reſembles a lava which I had found before in 
great, abundance on the ifland of Aſcenſion. This lava too, 
is in like manner of a very dark colour, and contains iron. 
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A little piece of the road that is carried over this "WO is di- 
ſtinguiſhable by a blackiſh duſt or powder, like charcoal duſt, 
which probably proceeds from the lava or iron ore cruſhed 
to pieces by the wheels of the waggons that paſs that way. 
But if any ſubterraneous heat or fire ſhould be ſtill con- 
cealed hereabouts to a conſiderable extent, may it not ſo 
far operate on the ſhell or external cruſt of the earth, that 
much of the humidity of the latter ſhall in part evaporate, 


and in part be dried up in the chinks and clefts which are 


formed here in its ſurface. What confirms me in this 
conjecture is, that though there falls a great deal of rain 
in this part of Africa, ſo that in the rainy ſeaſon the rivers 
almoſt overflow their banks, yet the greateſt part of them 
are quite dried up in ſummer time. Here are no wells, 
and very few ſprings, but abundance of arid plains co- 
vered with ſand and heath, of bare mountains, &c. All 
theſe contribute to give this country the aſpect of being 
the moſt thirſty and dry tract of land that I have yet ſeen 


upon the whole face of the globe. The warmth of the 


climate here is not ſufficient to account for ſo great a degree 
of aridity; but the ſuppoſition of its being. occaſioned PA A 
ſubterraneous heat appears to me by no means abſurd ; 
on the iſle of Taxa, though rendered ſo fertile in _ 
reſpects by the aſhes of a burning volcano, I obſerved two 
tracts of land ſufficiently dry and arid, notwithſtanding that 


a ſmall ſpot only upon each of them was ſenſibly heated by 
the ſubterraneous fire. Near the Hottentots Holland's Bath, 


herbs and ſhrubs grow luxuriantly by the ſides of the tepid 
ſtreams, which take their riſe in the warm ſprings, the 
roots and ſtems of ſome of theſe vegetables being even 


x waſhed 
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waſhed by the water; without fig! the leaſt nbi 

nience from it. It is at the foot of the Zwarteberg (or 
black mountain, as it 18 called) that the bath is ſituated. 
Beneath this range of nr ountains is extended a conſiderable 
plain, covered with ſmall hills and dales, which was ſhut 
in from the ſea by a naked and hideous range of moun- 
tains of granite, Theſe limited proſpects which are ſo 
common in Africa, could not but be very unpleaſant to 
me, who in sweden was ' almoſt always uſed to ſee 
the horizon perpetually Yerderie: with {> com of firs and 
pine. 
During my ſtay here, the Corio ether with the 
month of Auguſt, made daily advances with her various 
beautiful bulbous plants, which afterwards, when the 
drought of ſummer came on, took their leave. Among 
theſe. I now could number ſeveral different varieties of Iri/es. 
The roots, or more properly the bulbs of theſe, it 18 com- 
mon here to. roaſt in the aſhes and eat: they are called 
uynties, and have nearly the ſame taſte with potatoes. The 
Hottentots, with more reflection than generally falls to 
the ſhare of ſavages, uſe the word zynzies in the fame 
ſenſe in which VirGIL uſed that of ar///z, that is, for 
reckoning of time; always beginning the new year, 
whenever the zynties puſh out of the ground, and mark- 
ing their age and other events by the number of times 
in which, in a certain period, this vegetable has made its 
appearance. | | 1 

My courſe of bathing made me in general too aria 
to undertake any long excurſions, or to go a hunting, parti- 
cularly up in the neighbouring mountains. On the rx 2th, 
WL LS however, 
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ndifbher, a lame ſlave having gone up into the cliffs to 


ather wood and ſtumps of trees, and having at the ſame 
Hite taken with him ſeveral hounds, which I heard very 


buſy a hunting, I haſtened up thither with a ſmall gun, in 


but to my great aſtoniſh- 
2s of meeting with a /eenbok ; 
1 found, that the hounds had driven the game up into 


a tree, and were laying cloſe ſiege to it round about the 
99 The ſlave, who likewiſe came hither with his 
burden, ſaid it was a tiger or a leopard; and added, that 


1 muſt take care to. be ſure of my mark, or ottierwits r 
might leap on to my ſhoulders from the oa of. 
the tree, by Which it was pretty well ſheltered 5 wg re- 
venged on me. As I recollected having heard that in 


Bengal, in order to provide in ſome meaſure againſt a caſe 
of this kind, they held a ſmall ſpear over their heads, I 


I gave fire 
now got ready a large knife, at the ſame time that ga 


h I let a ball run 
e large ſwan-ſhot, upon whic 
3 om, As for the reſt, I thought 1 might very 


well depend on the hounds relieving me by taking him off. 


The ball miſſed, and the ſhot alone took place ; however, 
the beaſt at len gth came tumbling down, and proved to 


be nothing more than a large wild cat. It was of a grey 


colour, and, for aught I could ſee, was exactly of the a 
f a as our tame houſe cats; ; though, indeed, it weigh- 
5 three times as much. I meaſured it with an Engliſh 


rule; it muſt therefore be obſerved, that the Engliſh inch 
18 larger than the Swediſh, and that the fize of the 


name] 7 


animal is conſequently given here according to the former, 
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the joints, gout in the hands and feet, &c. if the hairy ſide 


"8 n TO 7 HE " 
7 , Inches. 
From the tip of the noſe to the head behind the ears 8 
From the ear to the ſhoulder . 1 5 
From the ſhoulder to the anus — 14 


. 


So that the whole length of the cat „„ BES 


The tail | — = — += _ { "EZ 
The feet from the belly meaſured, 
The fore feet = = — „ 
The hind feet I3 


Conſequently the height of the cat was about a foot and a 


half. 
The inteſtines were Half as long again as the ice 


tail and all, viz. about 1 inches. IT were "5 of 


moles and rats. 


A Hottentot zaftard, who had built a little cottage here 
near the bath, for himſelf, his wife, and his little daugh- 


ter, looked upon the fleſh: of wild cats, lions, tigers, and 
ſuch-like beaſts of prey, as a medicine, and much whole- 
ſomer than that of other animals. The greater part of the 
company at the wells were deſirous of preſerving the fat, 
which was thought not only to poſſeſs the virtue of healing 


ſores, but likewiſe to be ſerviceable in the gout; and the 


ſame notion was entertained with reſpect to the fat of 
other wild beaſts. , It is certain, that the fat of this wild 


cat had a very rank and penetrating ſmell, and on that 


account probably was preferable - to other fat. There is 


another kind of cat, as it is called, the roode gat, the 


ſkin of which is in Africa univerſally ſuppoſed to poſſeſs 
great medicinal power in the cure of lumbagos, pains in 
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be worn on the part affected. I have likewiſe heard the i 
ſame atteſted by thoſe who thought they had received be- rs 
nefit by it; but as this ſuppoſed ſpecific was ſold at a very 


high price, I was contented, for my part, with examining 
the ſkin, by which I was convinced, that it is the ſame ani- 
mal as Mr. PENNANT, in his Synofft 75 and Hiſtory of Quad- 
rupeds, has deſcribed, and given a drawing of, by the 
name of the Perf jan Cat; and M. DE BUFFON, Vol. IX. T. 24. 

by the name of the Cot. The hair of this ſkin, it 


muſt be owned, is very fine and ſoft; but probably there 
are many other ſkins that, applied with an equal degree of 


faith, would have the ſame effects. The colour of the upper 
part of it is of a very light red, ſprinkled with grey; under 
the belly it is light- coloured; the upper part of the ears, 


which have tufts of hair on the tips of them, is dark brown, 


ſprinkled with grey. This animal is rather long in the body, 
and about two feet in height, with a peaked noſe. They 
have a third kind of cat in Africa, which, in its motions 
and attitudes, is like our common cat, and is called at the 
Cape the tyger-Rat, and the zyger boſcb-at. From the two 
ſkins which I brought with me, and which I ſhall perhaps 
have occaſion to defcribe more accurately, I cannot find but. 
that the tyger-cat is the ſame animal as M. DE BurFoN calls 
the /ervakcat. As to the animal to which M. VosMAER 


gives the name of the African civet- cat, I much doubt if it 


be to be found at the Cape of Good Hope. 

The 2MHrix critata of LIN Næus, called by the coloniſts 
here yY2er=varken (or the 7r0n-bog,) is the fame animal as the 
Germans carry about for a.ſhow in our country by the name 
of the forcupine, and does much damage to the cabbages and 
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Tos. garden-ſtuff in the incloſures here. In the day-time it 
Keeps in its holes under: ground, and at night goes in ſearch 
of its food, which conſiſts of roots and leaves. The calla 
Aithiopica is the plant ſuppoſed to be moſt coveted by this 
animal, on which account likewiſe it is called the er- 
varkens ꝛwortel. This vegetable is notwithſtanding of ſo 

, acrid a nature; that either the root or the leaf applied to L 
the ſurface of the body occaſions bliſters. The hyſrix 4 

is caught in the following manner. They ſteal by night A 
ſoftly towards the place where the creature uſes to ſecrete 
itſelf, taking with them a dark lantern. The dogs now 
begin to give the alarm, and help to drive the animal from 

- its ſubterraneous retreat, till at length the ſportſmen are 
able to get at it and knock it on the head. It often hap- 

pens, indeed, that the more eager and inexperienced dogs 

get ſore noſes and mouths, &c. in conſequence, of being 
Pricked by this creature's ſharp quills; but there is no 
foundation for the report, that it has the power of ſhooting 

forth theſe weapons from its body at pleaſure, and dire&ing 

them againſt its enemies. By rolling up its body, like the 
hedgehog, into a heap, and ſetting up its prickles or quills, 

many of which are a foot and a half long, it is perfectly 

well defended from dogs as well as other animals. I did 

not hear talk at the Cape of any bhegoar being produced by 
this antmal. The fleſh neareſt reſembles pork, a circum- 
ſtance which has undoubtedly procured it the name it 

| bears. It is chiefly uſed as bacon, being ſmoked and dried 

up the chimney for that purpoſe, and is by no means ill- 
taſted ; though prejudice hinders a great many of the 
inhabitants from eating it. e 
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3 found here two new ſpecies of the genus of retrao, one J. 


of which is called parzridge and the other pheaſant; either wu 
ſort being nearly of the ſize of our partridges. They live 

in flocks, and are not hard to come at, eſpecially in the 
mornings and evenings; at which times chiefly they diſ- 


cover their abode. by a ſhrill kurring noiſe by no means 


pleaſant in itſelf, yet, in fact, not diſagreeable to hear; as, 


on the one hand, it takes off ſomewhat from the wüdneſs 
and deſolateneſs, with which the ſight of ſo many extenſive 


and untilled fields cannot fail to ſtrike the imagination; 


and as, on the other hand, particularly at the firſt break of 


day or twilight, as well as at the ruddy opening of the morn, 
it prognoſticates the approach of the ſun to vivify all nature. 
Flocks of Levits, on the other hand, towards the duſk of the 
evening, ſcreamed out a diſagreeable ſound reſembling that 
of the name they bear. Theſe are a ſort of ſnipes, and are 
diſtinguiſhed 1 in the Syſtema Nature by the name of the 
| ſcolopax capenſis. Korr-baen is the name of a kind of Oris, 
which conceals itſelf perfectly, with great art, till one comes 
pretty near to it, when on a ſudden it ſoars aloft, and al- 
moſt perpendicularly into the air, with a ſharp, haſty, and 


quavering ſcream, or the repetition of korrhb, korrb, which 
1s an alarm to the animals throughout the whole neigh-- 
bourhood, diſcovering the approach of a ſportſman, Or: 
enemy of ſome ſort or other. | , 


The /ecretaries bird, though it has "oe already brought 
ale to Europe, and a drawing of it, painted in its natural 


_ colours, has been given by M. Vos MAER under the deno- 


mination of | /ag:ttarius, is too remarkable among the 
feathered kind to be left unnoticed here. It was in theſe 
"YO Lc -t. | E X FE 1 parts 
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parts Ifirſt ſaw it in its wild Rate. It is not a very ſhy bird, 
but when ſcared, begins at firſt to endeayour to ſave itſelf, 
by alternately hopping and ſcudding along very ſwiftly, and 


es it more effectually by flight. In external 
appearance, i in ſome reſpects it reſembles the eagle, and in 
others the crane, two birds certainly very unlike each other; 


though in my opinion it ought to be referred to neither of 


to its nature, vis. as tranſlated into Dutch, - /angen-ureeter, 
(or ſerpent-eater ;) and, in fact, it is for the purpoſe of con- 
fining within due bounds the race of ſerpents which in Africa 
is very extenſive, that nature has principally deſtined this 


bird. It is much larger than our crane, with legs two feet 
and a half long, and the body in proportion leſs than the 
crane's. Its beak, claws, ſtout thighs covered with long 
feathers, and ſhort neck, are like thoſe of the eagle and 


hawk kind. The head, neck, beak, the leſſer coverts of 
the wings, and the greater part of the tail, are of a grey 
leaden colour; the longer quills of which latter, a little way 


from the tips, are moreover marked with a black ſpot 3; but 
the two middle quills are longeſt of all, and are white at the 


tips; its breaſt is of a yellowiſh white (/or dide albidum; 
the vent-feathers, wing-quills, thighs, claws, pupil, and the 

retroverted feathers under the eyes are black; its thighs are 
of a fleſh-colour, its eyes large and prominent, the iris of 
an orange-yellow, the cere, and the region of the eyes naked 


and yellow. A tuft or comb compoſed of about twelve fea- 


thers, with which, placed in two rows, this bird is adorned, 


Jae down mommy on the hind part of the neck. 


This 
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This bird has a peculiar method of ſeizing upon Reports. 
When it approaches them, it always takes care to hold 
the point of one of its wings before it, in order to parry 
off their venomous bites; ſometimes it finds an oppor- 
tunity of ſpurning and treading upon its antagoniſt, or | 
elſe of taking it up on its pmions and throwing it into 
the air: when by this method of proceeding it has at 
length wearied out its adverſary, and rendered it almoſt 
_ ſenſeleſs, it then kills it and ſwallows it at leiſure, without 
danger. Though I have very frequently ſeen the ſecreta- 
ries bird both in its wild and tame ſtate, yet I have never 
85 had an opportunity of ſeeing this method it has of catching 
ſerpents; however, I can by no means harbour any doubt 
concerning it, after having had it confirmed to me by ſo 
many Hottentots as well as Chriſtians ; and fince this bird 
has been obſerved at the menagerie at the Hague, to amuſe. 
and exerciſe it{elf in the fame manner with a ſtraw. If, 
finally, this ſerpent-eater is to be referred to the accipitres, 
or the hawk-kind, the name of falco ſerpentarius appears 
to be the moſt proper to diſtinguiſh it by in the Sema Na- 
ture. It has even been remarked, that theſe birds, when 
tame, will not diſdain now and then to put up with a nice 
chicken. | 
I will not venture at prefent to try my reader's patience 
longer, with accounts of any more of the feathered inhabi- 
tants of Africa, at leaſt not of the ſmaller fort 3 yet it may 
not be improper to mention by the bye, that they are of 
many different ſorts, and moſt of them unlike thofe which 
are to be found in other parts of the world, and at the 
ſame time that many of them are yet unknown to natura- 
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Tat lifts. In general, they excel our European birds in the 
brilliancy of their plumage; but, on the other hand, with 
regard to what adds greater life to nature, and which is 
capable of charming us more, and operating more power- 
fully on our ſenſes, viz. the delightful warbling and ſong 
peculiar to the feathered race, there are very few of them 
that deſerve our notice in this point. | 
The manner in which I employed the remainder of my 
time, while I ſtaid at the warm bath, was in viſiting a 
rich farmer who was ſick, and lived about two miles and 
a half off. I had now better reaſon than ever to be pleaſed 
with the knowledge I had attained in the Æſculapian art, 
though my reward conſiſted in nothing more than now and 
then a ſhoulder of mutton! or a piece of veniſon, which 
ſometimes was pretty plentiful there; and that at every 
viſit they gave me a pitcher full of milk, which I took 
home with me on the pummel of my ſaddle. As this latter 
was never ſuffered to go out of the houſe for money, and 
the company at the wells were very irregularly ſerved with 
proviſions, and even theſe were ſcarce, it occaſioned me 
frequently to repeat my viſits to my patient, eſpecially as 
the copious evacuations by ſweat required plenty of nouriſh- 
ment to ſupply the place of what was thus diſſipated ; an 
apophthegm, of which many of thoſe, who uſed the bath, 
were reminded by an excellent appetite. As from the ſame 
motive I was once obliged to go as far as Bort-rivier, in 
order to get in a ſtock of butcher's meat and garden-ſtuff, 
which I brought home with me on a led horſe, I had the 
fatisfaction, in the extenſive tracts above-mentioned, which 
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back, but was unlucky enough to miſs fire. 
obſerved, that they hunt with much ſagacity, acting per- 
fectly in concert with each other; at the ſame time that 
each of them in particular does his beſt to overtake or meet 
the game, till at length it falls a prey to the pack. They 


bare of hair. 


CAPE O GOOD HOPE. 


are between the bath and this river, of ſeeing ſome of the 
dog kind in their wild ſtate. 


Theſe wild dogs are ſome of the moſt pernicious beaſts 
of prey, particularly with reſpect to ſheep and goats, that 


either the African coloniſts or the Hottentot hordes are ex- 
poſed to. They are reported not to be content merely with 


ſatisfying their hunger, but even to deſtroy and wound 
every thing they meet with. They always herd together 


in companies, and wander about day and night after their 


prey. The noiſe they make in hunting is ſaid much to 
reſemble the yelping of our common hounds, only to be 
ſomething ſofter. It is aſſerted, that they even have the 


courage to try their ſtrength with larger dogs, as well tame 


as wild; and that they were once bold enough, in their turn, 
to purſue a ſportſman, who was out after them on horſe- 
- It has been 


are ſaid to be always as lean as ſkeletons, and conſequently 
ugly, and at the ſame time that they have ſeveral ſpots 


colour, ſpotted with black ; the other leſs and browner. 
Thoſe that I then ſaw at the diſtance of two hundred 
Paces, were probably of the larger kind, for they were 
two feet high, ſhort haired, and reddiſh. No one yet 
has tried to tame them ; ſome of the country people, 


however, may have had opportunities of experiencing, 


how near theſe grim and fierce animals of prey may be 
5 allied 


One ſort is ſaid to be larger, of a reddiſh 


. 
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allied to the more civilized little dogs which ſo frequently 


(ESE engroſs the favour and attention of the fair ſex. - It is 


poſſible, that there is yet another ſpecies of witd dogs in 
Africa, as a peaſant of the name of PoTTertTER informed 


me, that in Moſjel-bay he had ſeen an animal of the ſize | 
and ſhape of a common dog, though it had larger ears, 


and was marked white under the belly, but was of a dark 


colour every where elle. His companion had ſhot at it, 


but miſſed fire. 


The tyger-wolf i is a much more common beaſt of prey, | 


and one that from the very beginning, as well as through- 
out the whole of my journey, occaſioned me ſo much anxiety 
and fear for the ſafety of my cattle, and conſequently -for 


the happy concluſion of my expedition, that I cannot defer 


any longer the deſcription of ſo formidable an animal. By 


the coloniſts they are called 7yger-wolf, This is that hitherto 


unknown animal, which Mr. PENNANT, in his Synopſis 
of Quadrupeds, page 162, N? 119, and Hiſtory of Qua- 
drupeds, page 280, N' 149, has briefly deſcribed and 


given a drawing of, by the name of the {potted byena, 4 
different ſpecies from the canis erna of LINNAEUS, 


The night, or the duſk of the evening only, is the time 


in which theſe animals ſeek their prey, after which they | 


are uſed to roam about both ſeparately and in flocks. 


The language of 


has. been hitherto, I ſhall obſerve, that it is by means of 
a found ſomething like the following, aauae, and ſometimes 


©: 8 oo, 


Dur 
one of the moſt unfortunate properties of this creature 
is, that it cannot keep its own counſel. 
it cannot eaſily be taken down upon paper; however, with 
a view to make this ſpecies of wolf better known than it 
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0080, yelled out with a tone of deſpair, (at the interval of 
ſome minutes between each how, ) that nature obliges 
this, the moſt voracious animal in all Africa, to diſcover. 


itſelf, in like manner as ſhe has ordained that the moſt ve- 


nomous of all the American ſerpents ſhall, by the rattle in 


its tail, itſelf warn every one to avoid its mortal bite. This 
ſame rattle-/nake would ſeem, in conſequence of thus be- 
traying its own deſigns, and of its great inactivity, to be as 
it were nature's ſtep-child, if, according to many credible 
accounts, it had not the wonderous property of charming 
its prey by fixing its eye upon it. The like is affirmed alſo 

of the zyger-wolf, This creature, it is true, is obliged to 


give information againſt itſelf ; but on the other hand, is 


actually poſſeſſed of the peculiar gift of being enabled, in 
ſome meaſure, to imitate the cries of other animals ; by 
which means this arch-deceiver is ſometimes lucky enough 


to beguile and attract calves, foals, lambs and other ani- 
mals. As to the howlings of this creature, they are, in fact, 

as much the natural conſequences of hunger, as gaping is 
of a diſpoſition to ſleep; and as the flowing of the ſaliva, or 


the water coming into the mouth, is of the ſight of ſome 
delicacy, which excites the appetite. There muſt, indeed, 


be ſome phyſical cauſe for this. The very hollowneſs of 
the ſound, or ſome other quality of it which I cannot well 


deſcribe, induces me to conjecture, that it proceeds from 
the emptineſs of the ſtomach. In the mean time, that a 
diſpoſition to this yelling is abſolutely implanted in the ani- 
mal by nature, I am apt to conclude from the inſtance of 


a a young tyger-wolf that I ſaw at the Cape, which, though 


it had been brought up tame from a Whelp by a Chineſe- 
reſident 
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reſident there, and was then chained up, was ſaid never- 
theleſs to be filent in the day time, but very frequently in 
the night (being then probably hungry) was heard to emit 
the yelling noiſe peculiar to its kind. Near ſome of the 
larger farms, where there is a great deal of cattle, this 


ravenous beaſt is to be found almoſt every night; and at 
the ſame time frequently from one hour to another be- 
traying itſelf by its howlings, gives the dogs the alarm. 
The peaſants aſſured me, that the cunning of the wolves 
was ſo great, (adding, that with ſome of them the trick had 


more than once even ſucceeded) that a party of them, half 


flying and half defending themſelves, would decoy the 
whole pack of dogs to follow them to the diſtance of a gun- 


ſhot or two from the farm, with a view to give an oppor- 


tunity to the reſt of the wolves to come out from their 


anmbuſcade, and, without meeting with the leaſt reſiſtance, 


carry off booty ſufficient for themſelves and their fugitive 
brethren. As the tyger-wolf, though a much larger and 


_ ſtronger animal, does not venture, without being driven to 


the utmoſt neceſſity, to meaſure its ſtrength with the com- 
mon dog, this 1s certainly an evident proof of its cowardice. 
Neither does this ſame voracious beaſt dare openly to at- 


tack oxen, cows, horſes, or any of the larger animals, 
while they make the leaſt appearance as if they would 


defend themſelves, or even as long as they do not betray 


any ſigns of fear. Though, on the other hand, it is art- 


ful enough to ruſh in upon them ſuddenly and unexpect- 
edly, with a horrid and ſtrange cry, ſo as to ſet them a 
running in conſequence of the fright, after which it keeps 
cloſe to their heels with — till it has an opportunity 


with 
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with one bite or ſtroke to rip up the belly of its prey, 
(even though it ſhould be fo large an animal as a draught- 


Ox, ) or elle give it ſome dangerous bite, and ſo at one 


ſingle bout make itſelf maſter of its antagoniſt. On this 
account the peaſants are obliged to drive their cattle home 


every evening before it is dark, excepting the more conſi- 


derable droves of draught-oxen, which they let roam about 
day and-night to ſeek their food unattended, by reaſon 


that they are uſed both to the country and the artifices of 
the wolves, and can therefore the better depend upon and 


defend each other. 


Travellers, on the other hand, who are obliged to keep 
on in their journey, frequently ſuffer great loſſes by turn- 


ing their cattle out at night ; eſpecially of the young ones, 
which are eaſieſt ſcared. I, who had only one team of 


- oxen, and thoſe, to my ſorrow, of that degenerate ſort as 
to be apt to ſtray and wander afar off, ſeldom ventured to 
let them graze in the night, however neceſſary it might 


otherwiſe be; for my botanical occupations ſeldom allowed 


me to travel on nights, as the peaſants do, and bait my cattle 
in the day-time : ſo that, as I could only travel in the morn- 
ings and evenings, the-heat of the day was neither a pro- 


per nor a ſufficient time for baiting them. I had beſides 
not unfrequently the diſagreeable accident happen to me, 


that the leader of my team, whoſe duty it was to go to 
paſture with the cattle, neglected his duty. By this means 
we waſted not only many hours, but even ſometimes a 
couple of days together, in anxious endeavours to re- 
cover our loſt cattle; and at the ſame time were obliged to 
£0 over hills and dales, on horſeback as well. as on foot, 
Z 8 AT 
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in ſearch of them. During my reſidence at the warm bath» 


— my ſaddle-horſe, together with ſome others, were frightened 
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one night by the wolves, ſo as to pull up by the roots the 
ſmall buſhes to which they were tied, and took to their 
heels; but fortunately, they were found again unhurt 
the following evening. They had perhaps diſengaged 
themſelves entirely from their faſtenings, or elſe taken 
courage, on having been obliged to ſtop at the ſteep decli- 
vity of a mountain, that blocked up a narrow dale, where 
they were found. It is poſſible, that the hyæna has cou- 
rage only upon the open plains, in the ſame manner as our 
ordinary wolves; which are ſaid, for fear of being taken 
by ſurprize, not to venture to follow any one that takes 

refuge in the ſkirts of a wood. The imminent danger I 
had been in of loſing my ſaddle-horſe, induced me after- 
wards to be as cautious as poſſible againſt ſo diſagreeable 
and vigilant an enemy as the wolf. I had alſo the good for- 
tune, throughout the whole of my journey, to eſcape paying 
any tax to this animals voracity and cunning, excepting a 
trace belonging to the waggon, two yards long and two 
fingers thick, made of ſtrong thongs of undreſſed ox's 
hide plaited together; for one night a wolf came within- 
ſide of the door of my lodgings (at Tyger-boek) where it 
hung up, and gnawing it in pieces, devoured it entirely. 
The Hottentots themſelves have confeſſed to me, that it was 
ſtill within the memory of man, that the tiger-wolf had 
been bold enough to ſteal upon them and moleſt them in 
their huts, particularly by carrying off their children. This, 
however, is now no longer the caſe; a circumſtance, per- 
haps, proceeding from the introduction of fire-arms into 
— 2 — | — the 
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this, as well as other wild beaſts, to ſtand in greater av 


awe of man than it did formerly. I have heard the 


following ſtory of the tiger-wolf mentioned, as being 


related in a certain treatiſe on the Cape, of which I now 
cannot exactly remember the title. The tale is laughable 


enough, though perhaps not quite ſo probable. 


At a feaſt near the Cape one night, a trumpeter who 


had got his fill of liquor was carried out of doors, in order 


that he might cool himſelf, and get ſober again. The ſcent 


of him ſoon drew thither a tiger-wolf, which threw him 
on his back, and dragged him along with him, as a corpſe, 


and conſequently a fair prize, up towards Table-mountain. 
During this, however, our drunken muſician waked, 
enough in his ſenſes to know the danger of his ſituation, 


and to ſound the alarm with his trumpet, which he car- 


_ ried faſtened to his ſide. The wild beaſt, as may eaſily 
be ſuppoſed, was not leſs frightened in his turn.“ Any 


other but a trumpeter would, in ſuch circumſtances, 
have undoubtedly been no better than wolf's meat. 


In the mean time it 1s a certain truth, and well known 


to every body, that theſe wolves are to be found almoſt 
every dark night about the ſhambles at the Cape, where 
they devour the offals of bones, ſkin, &c. which are 
thrown out there in great quantities, and drag away with 


them what they cannot eat. The inhabitants repay theſe 


good offices of the hyæna with a free and unlimited pri- 


vilege of acceſs and egreſs. The dogs too hereabouts, 
perfectly accuſtomed to their company, are ſaid never to 


. oe,” ENS entertained 
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_ "entertained! and fed in the very heart of the town, has 
been ſeldom known to do any miſchief there. It is like- 


wiſe a well-known fact, that theſe wolves, in different 
parts of Africa, exhibit different degrees of courage; this, 
however, may perhaps proceed from their being of ren 
ſpecies in different parts. ee 

Yet in this very gluttony of the hy na, ad its iſpo- 
ſition to conſume every thing it can come at, the provident 
ceconomy of nature is abundantly evinced. The flowery 
fields at the Cape, would certainly ſoon become hideous and 


disfigured with carcaſes and ſkeletons, the relics of the 


great quantity of game of all forts which graze and die 
there in ſucceſſion, were not the 7Z/ger-woff manifeſtly 
ſubſervient to nature in the regulation of her police, by 
clearing her theatre from them; nay, I had almoſt ſaid, 
the wolf alone : for lions and tigers, for example, never 
eat bones, and are not very fond of carcaſes. Theſe are 
ſerviceable in another way. They make the other animals 


vigilant and attentive to the functions for which nature 
has deſigned them; and beſides anſwering {ſeveral other 


intentions of providence, they ſerve, in conjunction with 


mankind, to keep in a juſt equilibrium the increaſe of 


the animal kingdom; ſo that it may not exceed the ſup- 
plies afforded it by the vegetable part of the creation, and 


by this means prevent the neceſſary renewal of the latter 


by ſeeds, &c. and thus, by deſolating it and laying it 

waſte, in the end impoveriſh and deſtroy themſelves, and 
die moſt wretched victims to want and hunger. $0 that, 
notwithſtanding the immenſe quantities of game exiſting 


in this country, there are very ſeldom found any bones in 


—_— 
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Jackal, wild cat, and wild dog. 
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the haunts they have left, and never after the tiger, lion, 


they may not encumber and litter the ground which nature 


has ordained them to clear, never go out of their dens and 


caverns when they find themſelves fick and diſabled; 


but there, oppreſſed with hunger and diſeaſe, await the 
tranſitory moment, when they mult pay obedience to 
nature's laſt law. 


Relatively to this it is worth while to olive, that the 
tiger-wolf is ſaid, beſides devouring an incredible quan- 


tity of food, likewiſe to be capable of bearing hunger 


a conſiderable time; and if withal we recollect its cowardlv 


manner of attacking living animals, it will be evident, that 
this creature's voracity muſt neceſſarily ſerve to conſume 


ſuch as are worn out with age, or are ſickly or maimed, as 


well as the other remains and refuſe of the animal king- 


dom, and in like manner what may be redundant in it ; but 
does not threaten any great deſtruction of the ſupplies ne- 
ceſſary for the recruiting of this part of the creation. 

Two other voracious animals of this kind are found in 
Africa, Which are diſtinguiſhed by the names of noumtaln- 


wolf and frand-wolf; but the people of the country were 
not able to give me any other marks to diſtinguiſh them 


by, than that the nountain- wol, is of a 12 1 5 caſt, but 
the //rand-wolf blackiſh with a grey head. In the mean 
time, what I have ſaid above concerning the tiger-wolf, as 
being the moſt common of the kind, may perhaps be in a 


great meaſure applicable to the two other ſpecies. 
The one of theſe probably is the canis byana, Sp. 


Nat. LINN. as I brought with me from the Cape a iKin, 
which 


Theſe latter animals, that 


mr which . to et mn Dain well with the deſcrip- 
WY tions we have of that animal. The teeth and feet were 
either loſt from off the ſkin, or elſe mutilated ; however, to 
deſcribe it as accurately as I can, it was five feet in length 
and two in breadth, and the legs, to conclude from what was 
left, were above a foot long. The tail was fifteen inches long, 
and tolerably buſhy ; from the tip of the noſe td the eyes it 
meaſured fix inches, and from the eyes to the ears five; the 
ears were fix inches long, a little rounded at the tip, but the 
exterior ſurface of them was moſtly bare. The noſe was 
peaked ; the head covered with ſhort hair, and of an aſh- 
colour all over; while, on the other hand, the hair on the 
reſt of the body was thick, harſh, and rough; ; on the 
upper part of the back the hairs were above a foot long, 
eſpecially near the tail; on the tail itſelf they were ſix 
inches in length, while on the ſides and belly _ were 
not above four or five. 

The hairs of the whiſkers were very {tit and harſh, ſome 
of them being thrice the thickneſs = thoſe on the breaſt, 
and five inches in length. A number of {tiff and - ſtrait 
hairs, three or four inches long, compoſed the eye-brows. 

The eyes were at the diſtance of two inches aſunder; the 

„„ colour of the ſpace between them, as well as on the upper 
5 | part of the back and tail, was dark brown, as likewiſe on 
the legs and thighs; but on the ſides and under the belly 2 
it was mouſe-black. It was with difficulty that ſome dark 3 
ſtripes could be traced, running from the back-bone down I 
to the ſides. 41 

So that Mr. PENNANT'S deſcription of the byena c canina, 
Or the canis hyrna of LIN NæUs, correſponds tolerably 


well, 


_. _— 
9 


. 


r 
* 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 
well, as to the fize of the animal and the nature of 


167 


177 „ 
a: 5 


the hair, with the 1kin T brought with me, and have juſt EL 


now deſcribed, the ſmall differences there may be in the 


colour being of no great importance: beſides, I have an- 
other very good reaſon for believing, that one fpecies of 


the animals called wolves at the Cape, is the hend canina, 


ſo well deſcribed by Mr. PENNANT ; and this is, that a 
farmer living near Bott Rivier, offered to lay me a confider- 
able wager, that he could ſhew me wolves that were Her- 


maphrodites. For this purpoſe he intended to lay a poi- 


ſoned bait for them, compoſed of an extract of an herb, 


which he bought of ſomebody:that lived at a great diſtance 


up in the country; however, I did not accept the wager, 


partly as I had not time to wait for the determination of it, 
and partly becauſe I was afraid of getting into ſome dif- 
agreeable diſpute about the deciſion of it; as perhaps this 


animal, in like manner as I had ſeen Velde! in the caſe of 


the viverra genetta and other creatures, mi night have a 
muſk-bag, or follicle, in that part, which might be miſ- 
taken for the female organs of generation. I did not 
then recollect, that Mr. PENNANT had remarked an aper- 


ture above the anus in the female of the canis ena; but 


that the tiger-wolf had nothing of the kind, I could ob- 
ſerve in the female one that was kept alive at the Cape. 
It is this aperture, as I imagine, that in former times gave 
room for the aſſertion, that the hyæna was uſed to change 
its ſex. Perhaps, in like manner, it will be found, that our 


forefathers were not entirely without foundation in the ac- 
counts they gave (though they were certainly carried too. far) 
| of 
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Tb? of the hyzna' s power to imitate the human voice, and to 
rv faſcinate the ſhepherds, ſo that they were not able to rv 
from the ſpot they were in. 

-I have already given an account of this creature 8 power 
to imitate other animals; all the country people, wherever 
I paſſed in the courſe of my journey, were agreed on this 
point. I myſelf, as well as my fellow- traveller, and my 
Hottentots, together with a boor and his whole family at 
Gaurits Rivier, heard a wolf imitate ſheep and lambs. 
That the noiſe came from the wolf we had reaſon to con- 
clude; in the firſt place, from our having heard it from the 
place where he diſcovered himſelf, both before and after- 
wards, by his uſual and peculiar howl; in the ſecond place, 
becauſe all the ſheep were near at hand, and had been all 
reckoned before they were folded ; and laſtly, becauſe the 
bleating was emitted in rather too ſharp a tone, and fo 
little like the natural ſound, that even the dogs belonging 
to the farm were ſenſible of the trick, and ran out that way 
barking violently ; but what kind of wolf this was, nobody 
could inform me with any certainty. | 

Farther on I ſhall have occaſion more particularly to 
relate, how we were diſturbed in a deſert place by a great 
body of wolves, which, in conſequence of the infernal 
noiſe they made, might, in former times, eaſily have in- 
duced the ſuperſtitious ſhepherds to adopt as a reality any 

conceit whatſoever, that the firſt emotions of their terror 
might inſpire. . 

In Lange Kloo, near Gantze Craal Rivier, I was ſhewed 

a little piece of ſkin, which was faid to be that of a wolf. 


In 
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In its colour it came neareſt to that of our Swediſh wolves, EN 
but the hair was coarſer and harſher, and ſeemed to me 4 
different from that of both the other ſorts of hyæna 
above-mentioned. The ſkin I have deſcribed as corre 
ſponding with the canis byana,. I bought juſt before my 
departure from the Cape, of the late lord lieutenant, or 
Landroſt of Zwellendam; who told me, it had been pre- 
ſented to him by a peaſant living in the northern part of 
his diſtrict. This ſame peaſant, he ſaid, pretended it was 
2 the ſkin of a very rare and uncommon animal. It is not 
= impoſſible, that by this means he wiſhed to enhance the 
= value of his preſent, thou gh very probably in a certain 
reſpect it was rare for him; for wolves are beard, I had 
almoſt ſaid, every night, but are hardly ever ſhot, and: 
very ſeldom caught, though for this purpoſe the country 
people build little houſes, . in which they put ſtinking car- 
caſes by way of bait. Here the wolf creeping in and 
treading on a ſpring, a hatch falls down immediately, and 
Thuts him in. 

I cannot help once more repeating it, as being ſome 
thing peculiar, that the ſkin above deſcribed was covered: 
with hairs, a great part of which were above a foot long. 
Since it is in the warmeſt countries that the animals are 
often found moſt deficient with reſpect to hair; and again, 
as it is in the cold climates alone, eſpecially againſt the 
winter ſets in, that one ſees theſe creatures protected from 
the ſeverity of the ſeaſon by furs and long ſhaggy hair; 
and moreover, as nature does nothing without deſign, no- 
thing without the wiſeſt intentions, the queſtion has ſug-- 
geſted itſelf to me, what occation can the Hana canina 
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have, in ſo. warm a climate as that he- inhabits, for ſo 
hairy and warm a covering? This however may, perhaps, 


be extremely neceſſary in the cold caverns of rocks, and 
the ſubterraneous holes which are allotted to this beaſt of 
prey for his habitation. It ſeems to me likewiſe to be 
very ſerviceable in the cold, dark, and rainy nights, which 
are the principal times for this animal to hunt in. Times 
that, moreover, are probably very critical for ſuch gagels 
and antilopes as are ſick and ſuperannuated. May not this 
fur likewiſe contribute to take off from the ſharpneſs of 
this animal's hunger? A good cover for a horſe i in winter 
is, according to the uſual expreſſion, equal to half its food: 
now nature, whoſe riches and bounty we acknowledge in 
other particulars, does not ſhow a leſs careful proviſion in 
regard to the animal I am ſpeaking of. It is neceſſary that 
the animal kingdom ſhould be kept in due order and a juſt 
equilibrium; for which purpoſe ſhe makes uſe of certain 
animals, and has accordingly endued the hyæna with a 
wonderful degree of vigilance, with other faculties and 
means to an{wer theſe her intentions to their full extent; 
but being unwilling, and indeed too generous, perpetually 
to. laviſh the more inoffenſive part of the animal creation 
to the utmoſt ſtretch of this creature's voracious appetite, 
ſhe hits upon other methods, in the *intervals, to afſwage 
| and damp it. In like manner as to the other beaſts of prey, 


ſhe has given to the wolf likewiſe the faculty of ſleeping 


out the greateſt part of its life, by which means it eats the 
leſs; ; and this creature's warm fur, does not. a. little pro- 
mote nature's intentions in this reſpect. 


8 | | . The 
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The lion, indeed, is now almoſt extirpated from this 146. 
part of the country; though it ſometimes happens, that KW. 


wYN - 
one or two of them come hither farther from the north. 
wards. One of theſe animals was faid to have done much 
miſchief at about eleven miles diſtance -from the bath, 
ime that I was there. FD 


172 A VOYAGE To TAE 1 


N 
Journey from the Warm Bath to Zwellendam. 
ms H E time was now come for me to quit the bath, in 
— order to ſet out upon the long journey I had in view. 


Mr. IMMELMAN likewiſe at this juncture came to me from 

the Cape, to bear me company according to his promiſe. 

But, contrary to my expectation, there was ſomethin 8 ſtill 

wanting of the greateſt importance. 

The peaſant, who had undertaken to equip me with what 

was neceſſary for my journey, had taken me in, not only 

by ſelling me a team of wretched oxen, but likewiſe in the 

driver he had procured me. Though he had hired him for 

me at ſeven rixdollars per month, excluſive of his victuals 

35 and tobacco, the fellow knew ſtill leſs of the road than we 
| did ourſelves. This ſame driver had likewiſe neglected his 
duty, in omitting to procure us a Hottentot to lead our 
oxen. I had every reaſon to believe, that this omiſſion was 

made on purpoſe, in order that we might not penetrate far 

into the country; in which caſe he himſelf would have the 

fewer dangers and difficulties to undergo, and the wear and 

tear of my waggon would be the leſs; for I plainly perceived, 

that his principal, z.e. the farmer whom I had commiſſioned 

| — to 
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to agree with him for me, had buoyed himſelf up with the 2775. 
hopes, that he ſhould get my waggon dog-cheap at my G7 
return. I therefore agreed with another, who was reck- 
oned a ſteady and experienced man; but he, as ſoon as we 
imparted to him in confidence our intentions of viſiting the — 
more diſtant parts of the country, not only begged to be 1 
off the bargain, but likewiſe ſincerely and from the bottom 
of his heart, adviſed us to ſtay at home. By this means 
we were quite put to our ſhifts, not knowing how to get an 
inch farther. Though we now would have gladly put up 
with the Lego-Holtentots only, we met with a refuſal like- 
I wiſe from them, on our ſending. to a couple of craali, or 
b communities, at the diſtance of eleven miles from us, in 
= order to make a bargain with them. They excuſed them- 
ſelves on the account that a great many of their young men 
were juſt dead, and ſome of them were {till ſick. It ſeemed 
they were afflicted with a bilious fever, a diſorder which 
in general is rather uncommon at the Cape, and is always 
moſt fatal to ſlaves. But as it was now very rite, and ran 
very high among the coloniſts themſelves, they were uni- 
verſally alarmed, and my fellow traveller as much as any 
of them. I, for my part, being an European phyſician, and 
uſed to much more dangerous epidemics, was in no con- 
cern Whatever, except on account of the mortification and 
ſhame I experienced at finding myſelf in danger of putting 
an end to my journey for want of a driver. Indeed, on 
this account, had I had it in my power, I would gladly 
have bartered one or two of the ſeven ſciences for the art of 
Y driving oxen. At length, however, the baſtard Hottentot, 
= wholived near the bath in a hut made of hurdles, and 
2 — - 7 
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4225 who by the bye was but a ſad ' fellow, finding his wife and 


Morne child begin to recover from their putrid fever, undertook, 
in confideration of ſome medicines he had had of me, but 
chiefly in conſideration of the hard money I paid him 
down upon the nail, to drive my waggon; but no farther 
than to Zaellendam, where Mr. IMMELMAN was in hopes of. 
getting Hottentots more eaſily. In the mean time, in 

default of ox-leaders, we were obliged, though on horſe- 
back, to condeſcend, by means of a long rope, ourſelves 
to perform this office, which in Africa 1s looked upon in 
the loweſt light imaginable. To give this diſagreeable affair 
a better colour, we gave ourſelves credit wherever we went 
for undertaking this piece of drudgery, as being the beſt 
method to get rid of the greateſt impediment in our jour- 
ney, and as freeing us from the neceſſity of making low 
fubmiſſions to our inferiors, and of being too troubleſome 
to others for their affiftance. By this means, indeed, we 
made the good people cry us up for what bare neceſſity 
forced us to ; but, for all that, we were neither better nor 
worſe than 87 10 86 
On the 26th of Auguſt we left the bath, and arrived in 
good time at Steenbok-rtvier, where my patient lived who 
had paid me for my viſits with milk and meat, during my 
reſidence at the bath. He had for many years paſt 180 
the bath without benefit for a violent ſwelling and eryſipelas 
in one of his legs, but was now already relieved by the uſe 
of iſſues, the leaves of elder, &c. on which account he 
ſold me the ſpirits I wanted to preſerve my animals in,. at 
a very reaſonable rate, and at the ſame time perſuaded me 
10 ſtay there chat night; - but to the great terror and diſ- 
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quietude of my fellow-traveller,, he lodged: us in the ſame 


room in which his ſon had lately lain ill of a putrid fever. 
He afterwards: gave us a few proviſions for our journey, 
and would oblige us, almoſt againſt our wills, to borrow: a 


porridge-pot of him, which I then conſidered as a trouble- 
ſome ſuperfluity, but afterwards found that by preſſing it 
upon us he had done us a peculiarly kind office. 

On the 27th we ſet out again on our journey, and as 
the road was good and even all the Way, and my Hotten- 


tot aſſured me that he could do very well without any 
leader, we let him go forward while we rode up to the 


farm near the road, where we were treated by the owner 


of it with a rare and delicate diſh, conſiſting of ſome birds 


of the ſparrow or finch-kind (/oxia capenſis) broiled; a bird 
that does much miſchief in the corn- fields, but with its 


black and yellow plumage makes a beautiful appearance. 


I have obſerved, that this little animal, at the approach of 
ſummer, always changed its yellow for a blood-red hue. 
Our driver, indeed, had not much the: ſtart of us; but 


though we puſhed very faſt after him, we were not able 
to overtake him before the evening came on; we began to 


fear we had gone out of our road, when at length we met 
with a drunken European, who was not aſhamed to offer 


himſelf to be my ſervant, after having acknowledged that, 


in company with my Hottentot, he had been getting drunk 
with the contents of my brandy-caſk. At length we over- 
took our Hottentot, who, not ſo drunk as his companion, 
denied the fact, though the mail of the lock belonging to 


the caſk above-mentioned, was actually broke off. Having 
taken off the oxen, and unſaddled our horſes at the farm 


— — called 


Au uguſt. 
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1 £775, called Gantze craal, I found chat he had likewiſe filled 
wv ſeveral bottles, in order to treat himſelf and a couple of 
raſcals of his own kidney, a baſtard and a e Who had 
come thither with a waggon. | 0 
As the miſchievous diſpoſition of the ſavages i is tied 
even to madneſs, and becomes extremely dangerous when 
they are overloaded with liquor, I took the brandy from 
them; but they had already drank themſelves to ſuch a 
pitch 61 frenzy and boldneſs, as to give me to underſtand, 
that, in caſe they parted with their beloved brandy, they 
thought of nothing but revenge and murder. As we had 
feen a Chriſtian equally guilty with them, we thought we 
might and ought to bear with them till the next morning, 
with all the coolneſs and prudence, which the proſecution 
of. our journey and the Preſent poſture of our affairs re- 
quired. | 
In the mean time I was obliged to ſleep all night long i in 
my waggon to take care of my brandy, by which means 1 
got freſh cold; for this ſame farm of Gantse Craal, lay on 
the other ſide of the river Zonder End. The next morning 
we forced our valiant pot-companions, who were now ſober, 
to aſk pardon ; and at noon, having found a ſerpent, we 
put it alive into the caſk, in the preſence of every one. 
My comrade now told them, they might drink as much as 
they pleaſed without lett or hinderance, and added, with a 
careleſs air, that in that.caſe he ſhould hope ſoon to have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing them burſt with poiſon, with other things 
to that purpoſe. Theſe conditions they did not venture 
to accept; but gave us plainly to perceive, that they en- 
vied the venomous creature the pleaſure of being drowned 
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in fo delicious an element. I now, however, ſecured my g 
lock in the beſt manner I was able, that I might not loſe 4” 
any more of my ſpirits, in which I intended to preſerve 
animals of all ſorts. Since this, I have heard it reported 
of the Hottentots who live high up in the country, that they 
are not apprehenſive of the leaſt ill effects enſuing from 
ſwallowing the poiſon of ſerpents, even in an undiluted ſtate: 
but on the contrary, look upon it as a medicine, and a pre- 
ſervative againſt the dangerous conſequences enſuing from 
the bite of theſe animals. How the uncultivated Hot- 
tentots ſhould arrive to the knowledge, that the poiſon of 
ſerpents may be ſwallowed without danger, it is not eaſy to 
conjecture, at leaſt not with a ſufficient degree of probabi- 
lity; but it appears to me moſt likely, that the Europeans 
and Aſiatics were firſt apprized · of this fact, by ſuch as had 
in vain attempted to take away their own or others lives by 
means of the poiſon of ſerpents*. So that I had ſtill 
reaſon to fear, that the Hottentots would not be able to 
abſtain from this delicious liquor, though they knew that 
there was a venomous animal preſerved in it. I had long 
before this experienced ſomething of the kind at Bo7t-rivzer, 
where a ſlave had intoxicated himſelf by drinking ſome 
ſpirits out of a little veſſel in which I kept a toad and the 


* Noxia ſerpentum eſt aamiſto ſanguine peſtis; 
Morſu virus habent, & fatum dente minantur : 
Pocula morte carent. Lucan. L. IX. v. 614-616. 


So long ago at leaſt, as the times in which this poet wrote, has it been obſerved, that 
the poiſon of ſerpents has no effect, except it be mixed with the blood; and indeed, we 
have in the Phili irrefragable proofs, that this property of ſerpents has been known 
in Africa from time immemorial. They ſucked the poiſon out of the wounds of 
perſons bitten by theſe animals, and handled and careſſed them, as the modern Egyptians 
do at this preſent time, without being hurt by them in the leaſt: 


— dd uperincumbens pallentia vulnera lambit, 
Ore venena trahens. Ibid. 933. 
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| foetus of a hyrix. Neither could 1 preſerve my brandy 


av from the depredations of my troubleſome viſitors, till having 


put ſeveral animals into it, and theſe being ſhaken to pieces 
by the jolting of the waggon, the moſt inebriating vapours 


of the brandy, by the aſſi ſtance of the ſun ſhining upon them, 
were changed into effluvia that were highly diſguſting, in 
conſequence of the animal particles they contained. 

Our- patience ſeemed deſtined to be tried {till farther, in 
the beginning of our journey, by ſeveral trifling misfor- 
tunes; I being obliged to ſtay here two days to ſeek every 


where, though in vain, after one of the beſt cattle in my 


team. It was a bull, though theſe creatures are in Africa 
very ſeldom broke in for drawing. It is true, they are 


very hardy, and not ſo apt to be ſcared by wild beaſts, but 


then they are likewiſe more unruly. Notwithſtanding this, 
they had ſold me two oxen ſo reſtive, that my Hottentots, 
any more than myſelf, could not take them out or put 
them into the waggon without the greateſt fear and caution. 


They were all too old and lean for a journey of the extent 


of that which we had undertaken, and every one of them 
had ſome peculiar fault beſides: in fine, I had got the refuſe 


of the peaſant's worſt oxen. | Beſides, I was ſo far cheated 
in the bull, that having excited the jealouſy of ſome other 


bulls, he was butted out of the field by them; and as he 
had been hunted away over a river, was ſuppoſed to have 
taken his flight home; ſo that we could not help ſuſpect- 


ing, that the farmer had this in view when he ſold him to me. 
So liable are we to think ill of thoſe who have already deceived 


us. As I had no opportunity of purchaſing a tolerable beaſt 
in the room of that which I had loſt, I was obliged to drive 


trom this place with only eight oxen ; a circumſtance that fell 
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UP the ſide of the others, and gave us a great deal of trouble. 


On the 3oth we arrived at 7 yger-boek, where we put up. 


This i is a farm which government holds in its own hands. On 
account of its great diſtance from the Cape, no advantage 
can accrue to the company from the vending of corn; but 
their moſt conſiderable income is timber, which is fetched 
from a wood on the other fide of r2vier Zonder-end, where the 
company keeps a party of wood-cutters, which is under the 
inſpection of a corporal, who is at the ſame time bailiff of this 


farm, and has better pay than any corporal in the garriſon. 
He is likewiſe to ſuperintend the graſs-land and dairy for 
the advantage of government, and to give an account of 


the profits. 


The river Zonder-end was now ſwelled up to its banks, 
and difficult to paſs, for which reaſon I omitted paying a 


viſit to the wood that lies here; chiefly as the {eaſon was 
not yet come, for the trees to be in bloom, and as beſides 


I had reſolved upon going to much larger foreſts, viz. 


Groot Vaders Boſch, and Houtniquas. On the banks of the 


river a craal, or community of Hottentots, to the amount 
of about thirty perſons, is ſaid to reſide, together with 


their herds. The chriſtians would, it is ſuppoſed, have 
elbowed theſe likewiſe out of this fituation, had not 


government found an intereſt in permitting them to be 
near its territories here. | 


The men belonging to the craal, for inſtance, were at 
this time ordered to the Cape with ſeveral of the com- 
pany's waggons; for which ſervice, however, they re- 
ceived payment: ſo that I could not hope to have any of 
them for my own uſe. A Hottentot or tWo worked at the 
| | A farm, 


heavy enough upon them; beſides this, the odd one ran looſe 
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Europeans; 
this proceeds from their being more ſtinted and curtailed 
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farm, and their yearly wages, beſides their victuals and 
Wy tobacco, were ſaid to conſiſt of a ewe or two with lamb, 


or a heifer with ealf, or elſe the value of them in money. 
They are accuſtomed, however, chiefly to take cattle for their 
wages; but when they have got a little forward in the 
world, they go to houſe-keeping, and are too much at their 
eaſe to undertake any kind of ſervice whatſoever. 
This, perhaps, is the beſt opportunity I can take to give 


A ſomewhat more accurate deſcription of this race of men; 


namely, the original inhabitants of the ſouthernmoſt part 


of Africa, who are known by the name of Hottentots. 


With regard to their perſons, they are as tall as moſt 
and as for their being in general more ſlender, 


in their food, and hkewiſe from their not uſing themſelves 
to hard labour. 


upon as a Characteriſtic mark of this nation. 

The root of the noſe is for the moſt part very low, by 
which means the diſtance of the eyes from each other 
appears to be greater than in Europeans. The tip of the 
noſe likewiſe is pretty flat. The iris is ſcarcely ever of a 


light colour, but has a dark brown caſt, which ſometimes 


approaches to black. 

Their ſkin is of a yellowiſh brown "Ry which ſome- 
thing reſembles that of an European who has the jaundice 
in a high degree; however, this colour is not in the leaſt 
obſervable in the whites of the eyes. One does not find 
ſuch thick lips among the Hoztentzots as among their neigh- 


Þours the Negroes, the Cafres, and the Mozambiques. In 


fine, 


But that they have ſmall hands and feet 
compared with the other parts of their bodies, has been 
remarked by no one before, and may, perhaps, be looked 
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fine, their mouths are of A middling ſize, and almoſt 1775. A 
always furniſhed with a ſet of the fineſt teeth that can be 5 
ſeen; and, taken together with the reſt of their features, vp 
as well as their ſhape, carriage, and every motion, in 
ſhort, their out en/emble, indicates health and content, 
or at leaſt an air of /ans ſouci. At the ſame time, this 
careleſs mien diſcovers marks both of alacrity and reſolu-- 
tion; qualities which the Hottentots, in One” can exhibit 
upon occaſion. | 
Their heads one would ſuppoſe to be covered with a 
black, though not very cloſe, frizzled kind of wool, if the 
natural harſhneſs of it did not ſhow, that it was hair, if 
poſſible, more woolly than that of the negroes. If in other 
reſpects there ſhould, by great chance, be obſerved any 
traces of a beard, or of hair in any other parts of the body, 
ſuch as are ſeen on the Europeans, it is, however, very 
trifling, and generally of the ſame kind as that on the head. 
Notwithſtanding the reſpect I bear to the more delicate 
part. of my readers, the ſingularity of the fact prevents me 
from paſſing over in this place thoſe parts of the body, 
which our more ſcrupulous, but leſs natural manners will not 
allow me to deſcribe in any other way than by a periphraſe, 
or by the means of Latin terms, or other uncouth, and to 
moſt readers, unintelligible denominations and expedients. 
But thoſe who affect this Kind of reſerve muſt pardon me, 
if I cannot wrap up matters with the nicety their modeſty 
requires; as I think it my duty to ſhow how much the 
world has been miſled, and the Hottentot nation been miſre- 
preſented ; inaſmuch as the Hottentot women have been de- 
ſcribed, and believed to be, with reſpect to their ſexual parts, 
monſters by nature; and it has been ſuppoſed that the men 
—— e252 
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are made ſuch by a barbarous cuſtom. It has been thought, 


* for example, that theſe latter were, at the age of ten years, 


by a kind of caſtration, deprived of one of thoſe organs, 


which nature gives to every male, as being abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the propagation of his ſpecies; and that the 

former, i. e. the women, have before their privy parts a 
natural veil or covering, a circumſtance unheard of i in the 


females of any other part of the globe. 


Dieferring to a farther opportunity the arguments which 
are deducible from the abſurdity of the thing itſelf, and the 


little dependance to be had on the teſtimony of the relater, I 
ſhall only in this place preſent the reader with what I am in 4 


condition to relate with abſolute certainty, being the reſult of 


the enquiries, which out of a due regard to truth, and in re- 


ſpect to the importance of the e I thought pk 
obliged to make. 


The men are at preſent by n no means monorchides, though, 


perhaps, the time has been when they were ſo; ſome other 
time, however, I ſhall make a ſtricter enquiry into the 


matter, and thus give my readers an ear of judg- 
ing for themſelves. | 


The women have no parts uncommon to the reſt of 
their ſex; but the clitoris and nympbæ, particularly of thoſe 


who are paſt their youth, are in general pretty much elon- 
gated; a peculiarity which undoubtedly has got footing in 
this nation, in conſequence of the relaxation neceffarily 


produced by the method they have of beſmearing their 


bodies, their ſlothfulneſs, and the warmth of the climate. 
In order to finiſh the picture I have here given of the 


Hottentots, the next thing I have to deſcribe is their dreſs, 


and 
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and method. of painting themſelves. This latter (if paint- 
ing it may be called) conſiſts in beſmearing their bodies all 
over moſt copiouſly with fat, in which there is mixed up 
a little foot. This is never wiped off; on the contrary, I 


never ſaw them uſe any thing to clean their ſKins, except- 
ing that when, in greaſing the wheels of their waggons, 


their hands were beſmeared with tar and pitch, they uſed 


to get it off very eaſily with cow-dung, at the ſame time 


rubbing their arms into the bargain up to the ſhoulders 
with this coſmetic : ſo that as the duſt and other filth, to- 
gether with their ſooty ointment and the ſweat of their 
bodies, muſt neceflarily, notwithſtanding it is continually 
wearing off, in ſome meaſure adhere to the ſkin, it contri- 
butes not a little to conceal the natural hue of the latter, 
and at the ſame time to.change it from a bright umber- 
brown to a eee colour ee with filth and 
naſtineſs. 

What has enabled me to determine the natural com- 


plexion of the Hottentots to be of an umber- yellow colour, 


was merely the ſcrupulous nicety of ſome few farmers 
wives, who made one or two of their. Hottentot girls 


ſcower their ſkins, that they might not be too filthy to 


look after their children, or to do any other buſineſs that 
required cleanlineſs. 

It is aſſerted by many bs: the coloniſts, that by this 
ſcowering and waſhing. the Hottentots looks are not at all 
improved. They ſeem to think, that their natural umber- 
brown hue was to the full as diſagreeable as that which 
is produced by their beſmearing themſelves; and that a 
beſmeared Hottentot looks leſs naked, as it were, and more 

complete, 


CB. 
wo. FL 
* Wa, 
- — 


2 — =; 
"RET 
P 
n 


— 22 — 


—— 


dia? 


- 
* * 

il 

o 

15 
3 

1 

CY 
ry 
„ 
#i 7 
+ 

1 

* 

«| 

— 
ay 

Us 

#1 

5 

* 

1 

' (IF 

"2080 
n 

, * yp 

1 

1 

LET 

» 

5 af. 

7 
$A 
* 
F 
3 
. 

ee 
2 
1 

1 
925 *. 

Wy 

1 
1 

. 

"* 61 
TINS 
_ 

. 27 28 

1 *- F 
 -iX iS 
2 3 
* 

8 ry 

bs 
$8 4 

© 28} 

177 

7-303 
$4 
[429 
AE: 

8 $1 
Ws 

* ng 
1:38 
1+ 
Pri 
n 
„ 

1 

. 
l 
+27 

£3 

EIS 

n 
1 

WE © >, 
"IM 
2 21 
I» ö 
Ty * 1 

4.3 

IF, 

v7 ki " 
1 - 
N. 
4 

ES 

1 

"109"; 4 

1:34 00 

=” 67 

"i : 1 o 

"To 

Bs 

de \ Bag 
„ 

93 579 
1 
1 1 * 

] "4 : 
. 

-+ 35-36 
3 
ma: 

1 
. 

1 3 

WES, 

** * 
Tf 
* 4 
: 8 
450 
"= 
», RP 
_ 
Ac 9 | 
7 OB 
1 Y 
1 10 

# q 

- RY 
Os. 
5:42] 4 

We 

. 

„ 
1 

1 
8 AF 

"30 

"3. 

2 
"+ Boe 

* =. 

Fo 8 

"1, 8 / 

+ RI 

N EL, 

34 3 

1 
* 9 

3 
1 
1.3% i I 
3+ * 

1 5% 

* %y 

ba: T 
; * PP, o 
+. 
1.306 

3 
„ 
"2.5% * 

+ 
4x 

£1 Hy 

* 5 
©. Ja 

Ws. 

1 

4 

3 
* 1 * N 

Rn ö 
RE 

* 

— * 

8 2 

ye N 

28 

"by 
1 
Sy a Fg „ 
+ 5 

SR 

1 

4+ x -v 

9 7 2 

1 ro 

- n 
J ' 
n 
14 
n wb 1 
1 
n F- 
_— 
. 
” 458 
ne. 
© Ba 
8 
* 13 74 
get: 4 
1 
WES”. 
n 
* 157 
bd (29 
"| 
7 
. 
en 
Li 
2 ws 
Ra. 
Rees 
NN 
my” bt . 
n 
73. 484 
'7. Ra 
—_ - 
TB = 
*.. EA 
Weds! 
on 
* 
1 
_ 
2 
b y Z 7 1 
ee 
mw 
"4 7 
- Fi 
6 = 
Fr 4; 
a, - 
" 7 5 
9 
* * * 1 
8 
4 4 WY 
9 950 
4 5 
A 
1 
NY | 
. 
"I 
"i 
WT 5. 
8 
+6 ' 
BT . 
K 
3 * 
e 
ky t 
$4 
2 $52 
 _- 
a 7 
v 1 
. 4 * 
a 
L 
5 
| 
f 
; | 
£ = 


— 


6 
OE ee, ĩð²A—.. . ũꝗ // ro RS 
= Os . : - 


. , 
a o — CO NINE IG 
. 2 PEE 
— >». 7 rv) * oy. 
2 r ri — 3 
e 
— 2 — _—_— — 


* 


184 
1775. 


Auguſt. 


A VOYAGE To THE 


complete, than one in his natural ſtate z and that the ſkin 


2 of a Hottentot ungreaſed ſeems to exhibit ſome defect in 
dreſs, like ſhoes that want blacking, &c. Whether this 


fancy is moſt founded in cuſtom or in the nature of 8 


1 ſhall leave to others to determine. 


Beſides the pleaſure the Hottentots enjoy in beſincaring 


their bodies from head to foot, they likewiſe perfume 
themſelves. with a powder of herbs, with which they 


powder both their heads and bodies, rubbing 1 it in all over 
them when they beſmear themſelves. The odour of it is 
at the ſame time rank and aromatic (narcotico- ſeu papave- 


rino-ſpirans) and ſeems to come neareſt to that of the 
poppy mixed with ſpices. The plants uſed for this purpoſe 


are different ſpecies of the dio/ma, called by the Hottentots 
bucku, and conſidered by them as poſſeſſing great virtues 


in curing diſorders. Some of theſe ſpecies are very com- 


mon round about the Cape; but one particular ſort, which 


I am told grows about Goud"s-rivzer, is ſaid to be ſo valu- 


able, that no more than a thimble full of it is pan in 
exchange for a lamb. 


The Hottentots, with their ſkins beſmeared with greaſt 
and ſoot, and buc&u-powder, are by this means in a great 
meaſure defended from the influence. of the air, and may 
in a manner reckon themſelves full drefled. In other re- 
ſpects, both men and women are wont to appear quite 
undreſled ; indeed, I may ſay naked, except a trifling co- 
vering, with which they always conceal certain parts of 
their bodies. 


With the men this covering confiſis of a bag or purſe : 


— of kin, * quite open, the hollow part of 


which 
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which ſeems deſigned to receive that which with us mo- 


deſty requires to be concealed; but as this piece of fur- \ 
niture is only faſtened by a ſmall part of its upper .end 
to a narrow belt (Vid. Plate I. fig. 6.) in other reſpects 
hanging quite looſe, it is but a very imperfect conceal- 
ment; and when the wearer is Walking, or otherwiſe in 


motion, it is none at all. They call this purſe by the 


Dutch name of jackall, the name of an animal of the fox 
kind common in that country, as it is almoſt always pre- 


pared of the Kin of this creature, with the hairy ſide 


turned outwards. 
As another covering, which decency requires of - the 


men, we ought perhaps to conſider the two leather ſtraps, 


which generally hang from the bottom of the chine of 
the back down upon the thighs ; each of them being of 
the form of an ſoſceles triangle, with their points or upper 
ends faſtened to the belt juſt mentioned, and with their 
baſes, at fartheſt three fingers broad, hanging careleſsly 
down. Theſe ſtraps have very little dreſſing beſtowed 


upon them, ſo that they make ſomewhat of a rattling as 


the Hottentot runs along ; and probably by fanning him, 
ſerve to produce an agreeable coolneſs. The only and real 
intention, however, of this part of their dreſs, is ſaid to 
be to cloſe a certain orifice when they ſit down. They 
are at that time likewiſe brought forwards, ſo as to cover 


F . 


the fore- parts, and terminate, each on its particular ſide, at 
the little flap above deſcribed; for, ſaid they to me, theſe 
parts ſhould by no means be uncovered when one ſits, 


eſpecially at meals. Nevertheleſs, I obſerved them lome- 
times neglect this decent cuſtom. ©1258 oat 
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well-greaſed ſkin, and are faſtened about their bodies with 
a thong, almoſt like the aprons of our ladies. The outer- 
moſt is always the largeſt, meaſuring from about ſix inches 
to a foot over. This is likewiſe generally the fineſt and 
moſt ſhowy, and frequently adorned with glaſs, beads - 
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Among the Hottentots, as well as in all probability 


1 among the reſt of mankind diſperſed over the Ur globe, 


we muſt acknowledge the fair ſex to be the moſt modeſt; 
for the females of this nation, cover themſelves much more 


ſcrupulouſly than the men. They ſeldom content them 
ſelves with one covering, but almoſt always have two, and 


very often three. Theſe are made of a prepared and 


ſtrung in different figures, in a manner that ſhows, even 


among the unpoliſhed Hottentots, the ſuperior neatneſs of 


the fair ſex in works of ornament, as well as their powers 
of invention and their diſpoſition to ſet off their perſons to 
the beſt advantage. 


The outermoſt apron, which i is chiefly intended for ſhow 


and parade, reaches about half way down the thighs. The 


middle one is about a third, or one half leſs, and is ſaid by 
them to be neceſſary by way of reſerve, and as an addi- 
tional entrenchment of modeſty, when their gala-garment 
is laid aſide. The third, or innermoſt, which is ſcarcely 
larger than one's hand, is ſaid to be uſeful at certain pe- 
riods, which are much leſs troubleſome to the fair ſex here 
than in Europe. All theſe aprons, however, even to that 
which is decorated with beads, are not leſs beſmeared and 


greaſy than their bodies. 


So that it was probably ſome of theſe aprons, particu- 
larly the innermoſt, Which muted the reverend jeſuit» 


5 © | TACHARD, 
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TACHARD, who, on his return to Europe, firſt propagated 


17 
RY 


thoſe ſtories concerning the natural veils or excreſcences Lyw 


of the Hottentot women. Theſe females, moreover, are 
careful (confidering it as a matter of decency) to pull their 
aprons tight about them, ſo as to reach under their ſeat 


when they fit down. 
In fine, the garment worn vy the Hottentots for cover- 


ing their bodies is a ſheep-ſkin, with the woolly ſide 
turned inwards ; this pellifle, or elſe a cloak made of ſome 


ſmaller fur, is tied forwards over the breaſt. When the 
weather is not cold, they let it hang looſe over their 


ſhoulders in a careleſs manner, when it reaches down to 


the calves of the legs, leaving the lower part of the 


breaſt, ſtomach, and fore part of the legs and thighs bare; 


but in rainy and cold weather they wrap it round them ; 


ſo that the fore part of the body likewiſe, is in ſome mea- 


ſure covered with it as far as below the knees. 
As one ſheep-ſkin alone is not ſufficient for this pur- 
Pole, there is a piece ſewed, or rather faſtened on with a 


thong, finew or catgut, to the top on each ſide. In 


warmer weather they wear this cloak ſometimes with the 


Hairy ſide outwards, but in that caſe they oftener take it 


off entirely and carry it on their arms. In general, the 


Hottentots do not burden themſelves with a great many 
changes of theſe cloaks or #ro/es, (as they call them in 


broken Dutch) but are content with one, which ſerves 


them at the ſame time for clothing and bedding ; and in 
this they lie on the bare ground, drawing themſelves up 


in a heap fo cloſe, eſpecially when the weather is cold, 
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that this 570 (as they call it) or mh 1s _ Rn 
to cover them. 


The cloak, or 13 W is uſed. by the women 


for the ſame purpoſe, does not. differ from thoſe uſed by 


the men in any other reſpect, than that the women 
have a long peak to their #aroes, which they turn up, 
forming with it a hood or little pouch, with the hairy 
ſide inwards. In this they carry their little children, to 
which they now and then throw the breaſt over their 


ſhoulders, a practice that likewiſe prevails with ſome 


other nations. 8 
The men in general wear no peculiar covering on their 


| heads. I ſcarce remember to have ſeen above two; that 


had a cap made of a greaſed ſkin, the fur of which Bad 
been taken off in the preparation. Thoſe who live neareſt 
to the coloniſts, fancy the European hats, wearing them 
ſlouched all round, or elſe with one fide turned up. 

The women in like manner frequently go bare-headed. 


When they cover their heads, it is with a cap in the form 
of a ſhort truncated cone. It is made without any ſeam, of 


the ſedgment of ſome animal's ſtomach, and is as black as 
ſoot mixed up with fat can make it. Theſe are frequently 
ſo prepared, as to look as if they were ſhaggy, and others 


again to reſemble velvet, and Wen the whole make a to- 
lerably handſome appearance. (Vid. Frontiſpiece.) 


Over this cap they ſometimes wear another ornament, 
conſiſting of an oval wreath, or, if the reader pleaſes, a 
crown made of a buffalo's hide, with the brown hair out- 


in 


Wt. 


black Pots of ditterent zes; but as they are always made 
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in | height, and ſurrounds the head fo as to reach a little |; 775; 4 


way down upon the forehead, and the ſame depth into the 9 
neck behind, without covering the upper part of the cap 


above deſcribed. Both the rims of this wreath, as well 
the lower one on which it reſts, as the upper one, are al- 

ways ſmooth and even, and each of them ſet with a row 

of ſmall ſhells, of the cyprea kind, to the number of more 

than thirty, in ſuch a manner, that being placed quite 

cloſe to each other, their beautiful white enamel, together 
with their mouths, is turned outwards. Between theſe 

two rows of ſhells run one or two more in a parallel line, 

or elſe waved or indented in various fancies. It may eaſily 

be imagined, what a pretty effect theſe ſhells have, pro- 

jecting from the brown fur of the buffalo's ſkin, and at 

the ſame time, with what additional charms a greaſy Hot- 

tentot dame appears in one of theſe caps and wreaths, 

which, however, is to the full as greaſy as herſelf. 

The ears of the Hottentots are never adorned with any 
pendant or other ornament hanging from them, any more 
than the noſe, as they both are among other ſavages; this 
latter, however, is ſometimes, by way of greater ſtate, mark- 


ed with a black ftreak of ſoot, or, more rarely indeed, with 
2 large ſpot of red- lead; of which latter, on high days and 
holidays, they likewiſe put a little on their cheeks. 


The necks of the men are bare, but thoſe of the women 
are decorated with what is, in their opinion, a great orna- 
ment. It conſiſts of a thong of undrefled leather, upon 
which are ſtrung eight or ten ſhells. Theſe, which are 
about the ſize of beans, have a white ground, with large 


ule 


20 ans -F use of in a burniſhed Gin I dana ww with any degree 
GW) of certainty, whether they are of that fort which is re- 
ceived in the Sytem of Nature under the denomination of 
Nerita albicilla, or Exuvia. Appearing collectively in the 
form of a necklace, they certainly adorn the greaſy part 
they are hung upon, though perhaps not in proportion to 

the price at which they are obtained; for theſe ſhells are 
commonly ſold for not leſs than a ſheep a piece, as it is ſaid 

they are to be had no where elſe than on the moſt diſtant 

coaſt of Caffria. (Vid. Plate I. fig. 2.) 

The lower part of the body is the pfinwipnl place on 

; which both ſexes, by more ſhowy ornaments, ſeemingly 
wiſh to fix each other's attention. For though they very 
much. fancy, and conſequently purchaſe the glaſs beads of 

Europe, eſpecially the blue and white ones of the ſize of a 

pea, yet the women rarely, and the men never, wear them 

about their necks ; though both ſexes tie one or more rows 

of theſe beads round their middle, next the girdle to 

which the coverings or aprons above-mentioned are faſt- 

ened. 

To conclude, another ornament in uſe with both ſexes, 
is rings on their arms and legs. Moſt of theſe rings are 
made of thick leather ſtraps, generally cut in a circular 
ſhape, which by being beat and held over the fire, are 
rendered tough enough to retain the curvature that is given 
them. It is theſe rings that have given riſe to the almoſt 
univerſally received notion, that the Hottentots wrap guts 
about their legs, in order to eat them occaſionally. The 

men wear from one to five or ſix of theſe rings on their 


an juſt above the wriſt, but ſeldom any on their legs. 
T7 he 
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The matrons of a higher rank frequently have a canſider- 


able number of them both on their arms and legs, eſpe- 


cially on the latter, ſo that they are covered with them 


from the feet up to their knees. (Vid. Frontifpiece.) Theſe 
rings are of various thickneſſes, viz. ſometimes of that of 


a gooſe-quill, and ſometimes two or three times that ſize. 
Now and then they are made of pieces of-leather, forming 
one entire ring, ſo that the arms and feet muſt be put 
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through them when the wearer wiſhes to put them on. 


Upon the legs they are ſtrung on, ſmall and great, one 
with another, without any peculiar nicety; and are ſo much 
larger than the legs, as to take off and get twiſted, when 
the wearer walks or is otherwiſe in motion. 


It may eaſily be imagined, that theſe rings give the good 


Hottentot matrons a world of trouble, as well in the wear 


as in the preparation; and at the ſame time are not a little 
clumſy and ponderous, not to mention ſeveral other incon- 
veniencies. But ſuch is the peculiar turn of mankind, that 
from the Hottentot, as unconſtrained as rude in his manners, 


to thoſe nations. which carry the arts and ſciences: to the 


higheſt degree of perfection, people are univerſally apt to 


fall into ſuch modes of dreſs, as are not only uſeleſs, but 


likewiſe in a great meaſure impriſon their limbs and: bodies.. 
Rings of iron or copper, but eſpecially of braſs, of the 
ſize of a gooſe-quull, are conſidered as genteeler and more 


valuable than thoſe: made of leather. They are, however, 


ſometimes worn along with theſe latter, to the number of 
fix or eight at a time, particularly on the arms. The girls 
are not allowed to uſe any rings, till they are marriageable. 
4 — that was pathng —— the diſtrict of Z ˙ 
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Jendam, endeswöutéd to aſſail the chaſtity of a Hottentot 


girl, about ſixteen or ſeventeen years of age, but'in every 


other reſpect quite a woman: it is ſaid, however, that ſhe 
refuſed his preſents and offers, principally for this reaſon, 


that the old people in her craal had not yet inveſted her 


with the privilege of wearing rings. Whether this ſame law 
prevails in every craal, I cannot pretend to ſay; but it 
does not ſeem extremely probable to me, that the 11 in 
every craal are ſo obedient to the laws. N 
The Hoztentots ſeldom wear any ſhoes. © Thoſe that are 
in uſe with the Hottentots hereabouts, as well as a great 


many more of their countrymen, are of the form repre- 


ſented in Plate I. fig. 4. The ſame are worn likewiſe by 
moſt of the African peaſants, and, as I have ſince heard, by 
the Efthomans and Livonians, and alſo by ſome Finlanders; 
ſo that I cannot ſay for certain, whether they are the inven- 
tion of the Hottentots, or brought to them by theDutch. The 
leather of which theſe ſhoes are made is undrefled, with 


the hairy ſide outwards; and undergoes no other prepara- 
tion, than that of being beat and moiſtened. If it be of a 


thick or ſtout ſort,” as for example, of buffaloe's hide, it is 
beſides kept ſome hours in cow-dung, by which means it 
is rendered very ſoft and pliable. Afterwards ſome kind 
of greaſe is made uſe of for the ſame purpoſe. The ſhoes 


are then made of this leather in the following manner: * 
they take a piece of leather of a rectangular form, ſome- 


thing longer and broader than the foot of the perſon for 
whom the ſhoes are intended. The two foremoſt corners 
are doubled up together, and ſewed down, ſo as to cover 
the forepart of the foot. This ſeam may be avoided, and 


the 
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the ſhoes may be made much neater at the toes, by fitting 


&. 
immediately over them a cap taken from the membrane in Sk 


the knee joint of the hind leg of ſome animal. Now, in 
order to make this piece of 1kin or leather riſe up to the 
height of an inch on both ſides of the foot, and cloſe it in 
n neatly, it is pierced with holes at ſmall diſtances all round 
the edge, as far as the hind quarters, and through theſe 
holes is paſſed a thong, by which the rim is drawn up into 
gathers; farther, in order to make ſtrong hind- quarters, 
the back part of the piece of leather is doubled inwards, 
and then raiſed up and preſſed along the heel. The ends 
of the thong, or gathering- ſtring, are then threaded on both 

ſides through the upper edge of the hind- quarters to the 
height of about two inches; they are then carried forwards, 
in order to be drawn through two of the above- mentioned 
holes on the inſide of each rim. They are then tied over 
the inſtep, or, if it be thought neceſſary to tie the ſhoe 
ſtill faſter, they are carried croſſways over the inſtep, and ſo 
downwards under the thong, which comes out from the 
hind- quarters, then upwards again over the ankle, and even 
round the leg itſelf, if the wearer chuſes. 

Shoes of this kind are certainly not without their ad- 
vantages. They ſit as neat upon the foot as a ſtocking, 
and at the ſame preſerve their form. They are eaſily 
kept ſoft and pliable, by conſtantly wearing. them: Should 
they at any time grow rather hard above the edge, this 
is eaſily remedied by beating them and greaſing them a little. 
They are extremely light and cool, by reaſon that they do 
not cover ſo much of the foot as a common ſhoe does. 
They wear very well, as they are without any ſeam, and 
XO. . 80 : ER 57 
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A1 3 the ſoles, or rather bottoms of the ſhoes, are both tough art 
wyw yielding. As ſhoes of the common tanned leather are burnt 
up, as it were, and are apt to flip and ſlide about in the + 
ſcorching African ſands, and at the ſame time are eaſily torn 
in a ſtony and rocky ſoil, theſe field ſhoes, as they are called, 
made of almoſt raw leather, are much more durable. "Theſe 
may be likewiſe had at a much inferior price, as the lea- 
dttumher uſed in the making of them is almoſt entirely un- 

ü dreſſed; and a man can make himſelf a pair of them in 
the ſpace of an hour or two. Some advantage, eſpecially 
with regard to ceconomy, would, in my opinion, accrue, if 

the uſe of theſe ſhoes was, in ſome meaſure, introduced 
amongſt us, particularly in ſummer-time. To ſailors they 
would ſeem, as being very light, to be particularly uſeful. 
I have brought home with me a pair of them, that I wore 
in my expedition into the country, that they may ſerve for 
a model, in caſe any body ſhould be inclined to have a pair 
made by way of making a trial of them. Whatever is uſe- 
ful, whether it comes from Paris or the country of the Ho- 
tentots, alike deſerves. our attention and imitation. 
The Hottentots who live in theſe parts, or within the 
| boundaries of the Dutch colonies, ſeldom make uſe of any 
weapons. Here and there, indeed, a man will furniſh him- 
ſelf with a javelin, by way of defence againſt the wolves : 
this is called a hagagai, and is delineated in Plate II. fig. f 
and 2, and will be deſcribed farther on, when we come to 
fpeak. of the more diſtant Hottentot nations. 
Their habitations are as ſimple as their dreſs, and equally 
adapted to the wandering paſtoral life they lead in thoſe 
parts. In fact, they ſcarcely merit any other name than 
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that of huts; though, perhaps, as pacious and eligible as the 
tents and Jwelling: places were of the patriarchs of old, at 

leaſt they are ſufficient for the Hottentot's wants and deſires 
ho may therefore be conſidered as a happy man, in being 


able in this point likewiſe ſo eaſily to ſatisfy them. The 
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great ſimplicity of them is, perhaps, the reaſon, why in a 
Hottentot's craal, or village, the huts are all built exactly 


alike; and that one meets there with a ſpecies of architec- 


ture, that does not a little contribute to keep envy from 


inſinuating itſelf under their roofs. In fact, the equality 


of fortune and happineſs 1 in ſome meaſure enjoyed by theſe 
people, cannot but have a ſingular effect in preventing their 


breaſts from being diſturbed by this baneful paſſion. 
Every hut is diſpoſed in the following manner. Some 


of them are of a circular, and others of an oblong ſhape, 


reſembling a round bee-hive or a vault. The ground-plot 
is from eighteen to twenty-four feet in diameter. The 


| Higheſt of them are ſo low, that even in the center of the 


arch, it is ſcarcely ever poſſible for a middle-ſized man to 


ſtand upright. But neither the lowneſs of the hut, nor 


that of the door, which is barely. three feet high, can Per- 


haps be conſidered as any inconvenience to a Hottentot, 


who finds no difficulty in ſtooping and crawling on all 


fours, and who is at any time more inclined to lie down 


than ſtand. ht 

The fire-place i is in the middle of each hut, 5 which 
means the walls are not ſo much expoſed to danger from fire. 
From this ſituation of their fire-place, the Hottentots like- 
wiſe have this additional advantage, that when they ſit 
or lie in a circle round the fire, the whole company equally 


enjoys the benefit of its warmth. 
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8 12 The door, low as it is, is the only place that lets i in the 
oy day-light; and at the ſame time, the only outlet that is left 
for the ſmoke. The Hottentot, inuręd to it from his in- 
Fancy, ſ At hover round him, without feeling the leaſt 
inconvenience ariſing from it to his eyes; while, rolled up 
like a hedgehog, and wrapped up ſnug in his ſheep-fkin, 
he lies at the bottom of his hut, quite at his eaſe in the midſt 
of the cloud, excepting that he is now and then obliged to 
peep out from beneath his ſheep-ſkin 3 in order to ſtir the 


fire, or perhaps to light his pipe, or elſe ſometimes to turn 
the ſteak he is broiling over the coals. 


The materials for theſe huts are by no means difficult 
to be procured; and the manner of putting them toge- 
ther being both neat and inartificial, merits commendation 
in a Hottentot, and is very ſuitable to his character. The 
frame of this arched roof, as J have deſcribed it above, = 
is compoſed of flender rods or ſprays of trees. Theſe rods, ME 
being previouſly bent into a proper form, are laid, either Y 
whole or pieced, ſome parallel with each other, others 
croſſwiſe ; they are then ſtrengthened, by binding others 
round them in a circular form with withies. Theſe 
withies, as well as the rods themſelves, are taken, as well 
as I can recolle&, chiefly from the c/fortia conoides, which. 
grows plentifully in this country near the rivers. Large 
mats are then laid very neatly over this lattice-work, 10 
as perfectly to cover the whole. The aperture which is 
left for the door is cloſed, whenever there is occafion for 
it, with a ſkin fitted to it, or a piece of matting. Theſe 
mats are made of a kind of cane or reed. The 1 
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being laid parallel to each other, are faſtened together with 


ſinews or catgut, or elſe ſome kind of packthread, ſuch as 


they have had an opportunity of procuring from the Eu- 


ropeans. They have it, therefore, in their power, to make 
their mats as long as they chuſe, and at the ſame time as 
broad as the length of the ruſh will admit of, viz. from 
fix to ten feet. This ſame kind of matting is now made 
uſe of likewiſe by the coloniſts, next to the tilts of their. 
waggons, by way of preventing the ſail-cloth from being 


rubbed and worn by them, as well as of aſſiſting to keep 


out the rain. | 


When a Hottentot has a mind to take his houſe down. 
and remove his dwelling, he lays all his mats, ſkins, and- 
ſprays on the backs of his cattle, which to a ſtranger 
makes a monſtrous, unwieldy, and, indeed, ridiculous. ap- 


Pearance. 


The order or diſtribution of theſe huts in a rerun or e : 
is moſt frequently in the form of a circle with the doors 
inwards; by this means a kind of yard or court is formed, 
where the cattle is kept on nights. The milk, as ſoon as 
taken from the cow, is put to other milk which is curdled, 
and is kept in a leather ſack; of this the hairy ſide, being 
conſidered as the cleanlier, is turned inwards: ſo that the 
milk is never drank while it is ſweet. In certain northern 


diſtricts, ſuch as Roggeveld, or Bok&eveld, where the land is, 
as it is called, carrow, or dry and parched, the Hottentots, 
as well as the coloniſts, are ſhepherds. | 


There is another ſpecies of Hottentots, who have got 
the name of Boſßbies-men, from dwelling in woody or 


mountainous places. Theſe, ee ſuch as live 
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round about Camdebo and Smalley. are ſworn enemies 
to the paſtoral life. Some of their maxims are, to live on 


hunting and plunder, and never to keep any animal alive 
for the ſpace of one night. By this means they render 


themſelves odious to the reſt of mankind, and are purſued 
and exterminated like the wild beaſts, whoſe manners they 


have aſſumed. Others of them again are kept alive, and 
made ſlaves of. Their weapons are poiſoned arrows, 


which, ſhot out of a ſmall bow, will fly to the diſtance of 
two hundred paces; and will hit a mark with a tolerable 
degree of certainty, at the diſtance of fifty, or even a hun- 


dred paces. From this diſtance they can by ftealth, as it 
were, convey death to the game they hunt for food, as 
well as to their foes, and even to ſo large and tremendous 

a beaſt as the lion: this noble animal thus falling by a 


weapon which, perhaps, it deſpiſed, or even did not take 


notice of. The Hottentot, in the mean time, concealed 


and ſafe in his ambuſh, is abſolutely certain of the opera- 
tion of his poiſon, which he always ſelects of the moſt 
-irulent kind; and it is faid, he has only to wait a few 
minutes, in order to ſee the wild beaſt languiſh and die. 


I mentioned that their bows were ſmall; they are, in fact, 
-hardly a yard long, being at the fame time ſcarcely of the 


thickneſs of an inch in the middle, and very much pointed 


at both ends. What kind of wood they are made of I cannot 


ſay, but it does not ſeem to be of a remarkably elaſtic nature. 


The ſtrings of the bows that I ſaw were made ſome of them 


of ſinews, others of a kind of hemp, or the inner bark of 


Tome vegetable, and moſt of them are made in a very 1lo- 


TEMP manner; which ſhows, that theſe archers depend more 
; on 
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on the poiſon of their weapons, than on any exactneſs in 
the formation of them, or any other perfection in them. 
One of theſe bows 1s delineated in Plate II. fig. 3. 


Their arrows are a foot and a half long, and of the 
fame thickneſs, as they appear in the drawings in Plate II. 
fig. 6, 7. They are made of a reed one foot in length, 
which, at the baſe, or the end that receives the bow-ſtring, 


has a notch of a proper ſize to fit it. Juſt above this notch. 


there is a joint in the reed, about which ſtrings made of 
ſinews are wound, in order to ſtrengthen it. The other 
end of the reed is armed with a highly poliſhed bone, five 


or ſix inches long. At the diſtance of an inch or two from 


the tip of this bone, a piece of a quill is bound on very 
faſt with ſinews, in the ſame manner as may be ſeen in 
lig. 4 and 7. This is done, in order that the arrow ſhall 
not be eaſily drawn out of the fleſh ; and thus there may 


be ſo much the longer time for the peilen, which is ſpread 
on of a thick conſiſtence like that of an extract, to be diſ- 
ſolved, and infect the wound. | 


I 


It is not common, however, for an arrow to be TT 


in the manner above-mentioned, with a pointed bone only; 


this latter being uſually cut off {quare at the top, and a thin 
triangular piece of iron fixed into it, as may be ſeen in 
Plate II. fig. 4. where the upper part of the arrow is 


repreſented without any poiſon on it; for with this the 
binding is covered and beſmeared, the ſame being after- 
wards rubbed down level and ſmooth all round the fhaft, 


that the arrow may pierce ſo much the .deeper into the 


fleſh. As the bone before ſpoken of has no cavity what 


_ I do not profeſs to ' KNOW what animal it is taken 
| | "TT Om. 
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REY : from. In the ſtate in which it is ſeen, as it makes Part 
Go of the arrow, it is of a dark brown colour, full of ſmall 
grooves and ribs, and does not appear ever to have been as 
white as ivory; though, for one of the arrows which 1 
brought with me, it would ſeem as if ivory had been 
really made uſe of. Hence we may conclude, that on ſuch 
arrows as are headed with iron, the bone is employed 
chiefly for giving this weapon a kind of weight and poiſe; 


and likewiſe, that theſe arrows coſt the Hottentots a great 
deal or labour. 


Their quivers (vide plate I. fig. 5 x are two feet long 
and four inches in diameter. If one may form any con- 
cluſion from thoſe 1 have ſeen, and from two that I have 
brought home with me, they are made of a branch of a 
tree hollowed out; or, ſtill more probably, of the bark of 
one of theſe branches taken off whole and entire, the bot- 
tom and cover to which are compoſed of leather. On the 
outſide it is bedaubed with an unctuous matter, that grows 
hard when dry. Both the quivers .I brought with me, 
are lined about the aperture with a ſerpent's Kin; and, as 
I was told, with the ſkin of the yellow ſerpent, which is 
conſidered as the moſt venomous of any 1n that country. 
Beſides a,dozen of arrows, every quiver contains .a flender 

- hone of ſand-ſtone for whetting the iron head upon, and a 
=_ | bruſh for laying on the poiſon, together with a few wooden 
—_ . Nicks, differing in thickneſs, but all of the ſame length 
with the arrows. For what uſe theſe are deſigned, I am 
entirely ignorant. The poiſon is taken from ſeveral dif- 
_ ferent kinds of ſerpents, the more venomous the better; 
whether their arrows.are to be employed againſt their foes, 


or 
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or are only deſigned for ſhooting game; for, as I have 4. 
obſerved before, (page 177, of this volume, ) the Hottentots — 
know very well, that taken internally it is quite harmleſs. 8 
ie dwellings of theſe foes to a paſtoral life are gene- 
rally not more agreeable, than their maxims and manners. 
Like tlie wild beaſts, buſhes and clifts in rocks by turns 
ſerve them inſtead of houſes ; and ſome of them are ſaid to 
be ſo far worſe than beaſts, that their ſoil has been found 
_ cloſe to their habitations. A great many of them are en- 
tirely naked ; but ſuch as have been able to procure the- 
Kin of any ſort of animal, great or ſmall, cover their bodies 
with it from the ſhoulders downwards as far as it will reach, 
wearing it till it falls off their backs in rags. As ignorant 
of agriculture as apes and monkies, like them they are 
_ obliged to wander about over hills and dales after certain 
wild roots, berries and plants, (which they eat raw,) in order 
to ſuſtain a life that this miſerable food would ſoon extin- 
guiſnh and deſtroy, were they uſed to better fare. 
Their table, however, is ſometimes compoſed of ſeveral 
other diſhes, among which may be reckoned the larvæ 
of inſects, or thoſe kind of caterpillars from which but- 
terflies are generated; and in like manner a ſort of white 
ants, (the 7ermes) graſhoppers, ſnakes, and ſome ſorts of 
ſpiders. With all theſe changes of diet, the Bo/hies-man 
is nevertheleſs frequently in want, and famiſhed to ſuch a 
degree, as to waſte almoſt to a ſhadow. It was with no 
ſmall aſtoniſhment, that I for the firſt time ſaw in Lange 
 Khof a lad belonging to this race of men, with his face, 
arms, legs and body ſo monſtrouſly ſmall and withered, that 
I could not have been induced to ſuppoſe but that he had 
> $OL. bo r been 
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42783 ben trossht to that ſtate by the fever that Was epidemie 


uguſt. 


Yr in thoſe parts, had I not feen him at the ſame time run 
like a lapwing. It required but a few weeks to bring one 
of theſe ſtarvelings to a thriving ſtate, and even to make 
him fat; their ſtomachs being ſtrong enough to digeſt the 
great quantity of food with which they are crammed, as they 
may rather be ſaid to bolt than eat; it ſometimes happens, 
indeed, that they cannot long retain what they have taken 

in; but this circumſtance, it is ſaid, does not hinder them 

from beginning again upon a freſh ſcore. 

The capture of ſlaves from among this race of men is by 

no means a difficult matter, and is effected in the following. 

manner. Several farmers, that are in want of ſervants, join 
together, and take a journey to that part of the country 
where the Bo/Þres-men live. They themſelves, as well as 
their Lego-Hottentots, or elſe ſuch Boſhies-men as have 
been caught ſome time before, and have been trained up 
to fidelity in their ſervice, endeavour to ſpy out where 
the wild Boſhies-men have their haunts. This is beſt 
diſcovered by the ſmoke of their fires. They are found 
in ſocieties from ten to fifty and a hundred, reckoning 
great and ſmall together. Notwithſtanding. this, the far- 
mers will venture on a dark night to fet upon them with 
fix or eight people, which they contrive to do, by previoufly 
ſtationing themſelves at ſome diſtance round about the 
craal. They then give the alarm by firing a gun or two. 

By this means there is ſuch a conſternation ſpread over the 

whole body of theſe ſavages, that it is only the moſt bold 

and intelligent among them, who have the courage to break 


through. the circle and ſteal off. Theſe the captors are 
8 


glad : 


* 
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glad enough to get rid of at ſo eaſy a rate, thoſe that are 
ſtupid, timorous, and ſtruck with amazement, and who, in 
conſequence of this ſtupor, allow themſelves to be taken and 
carried into bondage, anſwering their purpoſe much better. 
They are, however, at firſt, treated by gentle methods ; 
that is, the victors intermix the faireſt promiſes with their 
threats, and endeavour, if poſſible, to ſhoot ſome of the 
larger kinds of game for their priſoners, ſuch as buffaloes, 
ſea-cows, and the like. Such agreeable baits, together with 
a little tobacco, ſoon induce them, continually cockered and 


feaſted as they are, to go with a tolerable degree of chear- 


fulneſs to the coloniſt's place of abode. There theſe luxu- 
rious feaſts of meat and fat are exchanged for more moderate 
portions, conſiſting for the moſt part of butter-milk, fru- 


menty, and hafty-pudding. This diet, nevertheleſs, makes 


the Bo/bres-man fat, as I ſaid before, in a few weeks. How- 
ever, he ſoon finds his good living embittered by the 
maundering and grumbling of his maſter and miſtreſs. The 
words Yguseri and 7'gaunat},, which, perhaps, are beſt 
tranſlated by thoſe of young /orcerer and imp, are expreſſions 
which he muſt frequently put up with, and ſometimes a 
few curſes and blows into the bargain ; and this for neglect, 
remiſſneſs or idleneſs: which laſt failure, if it cannot be 
ſaid to be born with him, is however in a manner natura- 
liſed in him. - So that, both by nature and cuſtom, de- 


teſting all manner of labour, and now, from his greater 


corpulency, becoming ſtill more ſlothful, and having beſides 
been uſed to a wandering life, ſubje& to no control, he 
moſt ſenſibly feels the want of his liberty. No wonder 
— that he generally endeavours to regain it by making 
D d 2 his 
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his lips? 20 but What 1s really a ſubject for wonder i is, that;. 


Ga when'one of theſe poor devils runs away from his ſervice, 


or more properly bondage, he never takes with * —_ 


thing that does not belong to him. 


This is an inſtance of moderation in the ſavages towards 


their tyrants, which is univerſally atteſted, and at the ſame 


. 
3 
0 


time praiſed and admired by the coloniſts themſelves; 


though I cannot eaſily reconcile it with what I have "AY 


of the human heart. Is it in conſequence of their fearing 


to meet with harder uſage, in caſe they ſhould be retaken ? 
Thus far, however, is certain, that none of this ſpecies of 
Hottentots are much given to violence or rev enge. Free 


from many wants and deſires, that torment the reſt of 


mankind, they are little, if at all, addicted to thieving, if 
we except na 1 and tobacco. It 18 not . 


— 


may be overlooked by ns er their e are taken 
up with regaining their liberty, the greateſt of all treaſures. 
It is neceſſary to obſerve here, that ſome of the Hottenzors 


or. Bo/hies-men, who are thus forced into the ſervice of the 
coloniſts, live in ſmall ſocieties peaceably and quietly, in 


deſert tracts, where the coloniſts cannot eaſily come at them, 


and are ſometimes in the poſſeſſion of x few cows. Theſe 
people probably originate from Boſhies-men Who have run 


away from the coloniſts ſervice. | ” 
I muſt confeſs, that the Hottentots, hi are in ſome 


huſbandmen's ſervice, are treated in the gentleſt manner, 
and, perhaps, even without ever having a harſh word given 


them, live very well with regard to proviſions, are well 


clad relatively to their condition 1 in life, and are very com- 


fortably 


r 
NM 
RY 
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fortably lodged, in- compariſon of what others are, in their 
own ſtraw cottages. The chief of their buſineſs, perhaps, 


conſiſts in tending a herd of cattle or flock of ſheep. during 


the heat of the day, when they have an opportunity of 
getting into a gentle ſtate of intoxication by ſmoking to- 
bacco; a ſtate which excites in them ſenſations of as agree- 
able a nature, as the frenzy produced by ſpiritous liquors: 
and opium ſeems to afford to many others, who are never 


at eaſe but when they procure themſelves this delicious. 


pleaſure. And yet, though they may thus agreeably paſs. 
away the otherwiſe tedious hours of their lives in ſmoking 
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and ſleep, they nevertheleſs generally run away. The 


coloniſts wonder at this, as a procedure entirely devoid of 
reaſon; without perceiving that in ſo. doing, they ſuppoſe 


the Hottentots not endued with a deſire, which has its im- 


mediate foundation in nature, and which is common to the 
human race, and even to moſt brute animals, viz. a deſire, 


or rather an earneſt longing after the place of their nativity 


and their families, and, above all, after their liberty. 


The flave buſineſs, that violent outrage againſt the natural 
rights of mankind, which is always in itſelf a crime, and 
leads to all manner of miſdemeanours and wickedneſs, is. 
exerciſed by the coloniſts with a cruelty towards the nation 
of Boſbies-men, which merits. the abhorrence of every one; 


though I have been told, that they pique themſelves upon it: 
and not only 1s the capture of the Hottentots conſidered by 
them merely as a party of pleaſure, but in cold blood they 


_ deſtroy the bands which nature has knit between huſband. 


and wife, and between parents and their children. Not 
content, for inſtance, with having torn an unhappy woman. 


from 
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a from the embraces of her huſband, her only protect in and 
— comfort, they endeavour all they can, and that chiefly at 
night, to deprive her likewiſe of her infants; for it has 
been obſerved, that the mothers can ſeldom perſuads them 
ſelves to flee from their tender offspring. 
The amiable tenderneſs of the mother, which, perhaps; 
glows with a more lively flame in the breaſt of this poor 
heathen, than in thoſe of her Chriſtian tyrants, is the very 
circumſtance laid hold on by their perſecutors, in order to 
rivet the chains of this wretched female ſo much the faſter. 
There are ſome mothers, however, that ſet themſelves free, 
when they have loſt all hopes of ſaving their children. After 
having made their eſcape, they ſometimes. keep ſecretly 
about the neighbourhood, in hopes of finding ſome oppor- 
tunity of recovering their infants again : for. oh ! what | . 
grief to a mother, bred and born to taſte the ſweets of . 
liberty, and now lately oppreſſed by the heavy chains of 
bondage, to reflect, that her offspring's life is only pre- 
ſerved, in order that it may be rendered miſerable by an 
intolerable ſlavery. But, alas! unhappy mothers ! whilſt 
involved in theſe painful reflections, they wander up and 
down, leſs in fear of the wild beaſts than of the coloniſts, 
they, perhaps, in the end, fall a prey to ſome of theſe fero- 
cious animals, or not unfrequently periſh with hunger: for 
as ſoon as they have eloped, men are ſet to lie in ambuſh for 
them at ſuch places by the rivers fides, as it is ſuppoſed 
they muſt paſs in their way, and by this means they are 
often retaken. And, though they ſhould reach their own 
homes in ſafety, they may even then very poſſibly happen 
to be laid hold on by ſome — and carried into flavery. 
” With- 


N 
>, 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 
Without doubt, the Boſhies-men have been a long time 
in a ſavage ſtate, and now, ſince the Chriſtians have in- 
vaded their country, and purſue them with chains and 
fetters into their deſerts, many of them are brought into a 
ſtill more miſerable ſituation. In ſo ſavage a ſtate, they 
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probably neither have, nor ever had, many manners or 


cuſtoms different from thoſe few I have already mentioned, 
or may hereafter take — to deſcribe in the courſe of 
this Work. | 
With reſpect to religion and Jing wins; the Boſhies-mien 
agree in a great meaſure with the more civilized part of 
their nation, or the Hottentois properly ſo called. Theſe 


latter are not ſenſible of the exiſtence of any being, who is 


the origin and ruler of all things ; for, on being queſtioned, 
they ſay they know nothing of the matter. 
Some Hottentots, who ſpoke the Dutch language readily, 
and with whom, both in company and ſeparately, I con- 
verſed on this ſubject, always anſwered me to this effect ; 
We are poor ftupid creatures, aud have never beard, neither 
are we able to under/tand, any thing of the matier. And, 
in fact, they ſoon let me perceive, that they were weary 
with puzzling their brains with topics of this kind. Se- 
veral Dutch families, that had ſpoken the Hottentot lan- 
guage from their infancy, as well as their own, have 
given me to underſtand, that they had found the ſame 
degree of ignorance in the Boſhies-men ; yet that, as both 
Boſhies-men and Hottentots have the firmeſt belief in 
the powers of magic; they ſeem by this to acknowledge 


_ tome evil being of great might and power: but that they 
by no means on this account worſhip him, or indeed any 


other, 
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other, although they appear to attribute to him all the evil 


that comes to paſs; among which they reckon, without ex- 
ception, all rain, cold and thunder. Many of the coloniſts 


have likewiſe aſſured me, that their Bo/hies-men of either 


ſex, uſed 1 in ſtormy weather to abuſe the thunder with the 


words, Pguzeri and 7gaunarsi, and other reproachful ex- 
preſſions; and at the ſame time, in a furious manner, with 
their ſhoes or any thing elſe that was at hand, menace 
and bid defiance to the flaſhes of lightning and peals of 
thunder that exploded and rolled over their heads. It would 
be in vain to try to make them ſenſible, that the vegeta- 


ble creation, whence they, as well as the brute animals, 
were nouriſhed, would without rain wither and be entire- 
ly dried up: even the Hottentot I afterwards took into my 
ſervice at Zwellendam, obſtinately perſiſted, in ſpite of all 


my objections, in the opinion, that notwithſtanding this 


_ conſideration, rain was always an evil, and that it would be 


a happy circumſtance were it never to rain. A maxim of 


this kind from a race of men, in other reſpects really en- 
dued with ſome. degree of ſenſe, and frequently with no 
ſmall ſhare of penetration and cunning, ought, methinks, 


to be conſidered as an indelible religious or ſuperſtitious no- 


tion entertained by them from their infancy, rather than 
as an idea taken up on due deliberation and conſequent con- 
viction. At the fame time, though they did not appear to 


be of a very chilly nature, they never ſhewed the leaſt ſigns 


of their being diſpleaſed with the hotteſt days of ſummer. 
The more ſimple of every race of Hottentots, or the 


comma ſort of them, from which number very few de- 


ſerve to be excepted, have ſo firm a confidence in ſuch 


cheats 
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ready to undertake every thing: but if, for inſtance, it 


they expected, and conſequently have promiſed, they plead 
in their excuſe, that another conjurer, who either has more 


on by means of magic, and are only to be cured by the 


Ward in cheriſhing this idea; but take care, notwithſtand-. 1 


ſet themſelves on his back, and pinch, cuff, and beat him 
all over, till at length they ſhew him a bone, larger or 
ſmaller juſt as it happens, which they aſſert had been con- 


other part of his body. It frequently happens, that the 
patient is relieved by an operation of this kind; and if 
he is not, he undergoes ſeveral of them. And then if 
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cheats of either ſex, as ſet up for magicians or conjurers, N 71 
that they even ſometimes ſolicit theſe people to put a ſtop Wd 
to. the thunder and rain. For money, and with a view 


of obtaining conſideration, theſe pretended wizards are 
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ſhould happen to continue to thunder or rain longer than 


{kill, or is better paid than themſelves, throws obſtacles 
in their way by a kind of counter- magic. Many of this 
ſimple nation believe, that almoſt all diſorders are brought 


ſame means. The wizards, on their parts, are not back- 


ing, in ſuch caſes to apply both external and internal reme- 
dies. Among the external may be reckoned, their ſome- 
times ordering their patient to lay on his face, when they 


jured into him; but which they, by their great {kill and 
dexterity, have extracted, either from his noſe, ears, or ſome 


he dies, his friends only lament, that he was bewitched 
beyond the power of any one to aſſiſt him. In all pro- 
bability, the conjurer on theſe occaſions, by a dexterous 
ſlight of hand, deceives both the credulous patient and 
thoſe about him. A boor informed me, that when he Was 
— — — E 2 — —— a child, 
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. a child, and had among his other play-things the bone 


of an ox, which he uſed as a cart, it appeared to him to his 
great aſtoniſhment, that it was ſucked out of a ſick per- 
| ſon's back by one of theſe wizards ; and, as far as he could 
truſt to his memory, he recollected that the patient got 
quite well after this operation.—A wizard that was taken 
by a party of Hottentots to a lion-hunt, in order to exer- 
ciſe his magic power upon the lion, was ſoon torn in pieces 
by the animal. Several boors took. occaſion from this in- 
cident to reproach the Hottentots with their credulous par- 
tiality towards theſe fellows ; but they {fill perſiſted in their 
ſentiments, being rather inclined to think, that ſome more 
powerful magician, who was a foe to the deceaſed, had 
brought this misfortune upon him. So that a conjurer 
among theſe people lays the more ſimple of them under a 
kind of contribution by his ſuperior cunning, juſt as ours 
do our country folk; but, on the other hand, more fre- 
quently runs the riſque of being ſuſpected of occaſioning 
the miſchief that happens. 
A Caffre prince chanced in his old age to have IO eyes, 
and could get no cure for them. He therefore ordered all 
thoſe that were {killed in magic to be put to death, where- 
ever they were found ; no doubt, on the ſame principle as 
_ Herod did the children in Bethlehem, thinking that in the 
number he might happen to hit on the man who had be- 
witched him. This prince is ſaid to have been living but 
a few years ago; his name was PALoo, which by moſt of 
the coloniſts was converted into Pharaoh, Of the princes 
5 who reigned over the different nations of Caffres, while I 
was in Africa, the fol powerful were ſaid to be Amabote and 


1 amus. 


— 


CAPE or 'GOOD HOPE. | = 


Tamus, A chief among the Hottentots, called Captain As. 

_.RuyTER, of whom 1 ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak by and 
bye, is alſo reported to have perſecuted and put to death 

ſome ſorcerers, whom he ſuſpected of having brought a 
diſeaſe on him by witchcraft. 

Though the Hottentots are ſo ſuperſtitious, yet they are 
not, as far as I know, in the leaſt afraid of being in the 
dark. They ſeem, however, to have ſome idea of ſpirits, 
and a belief in a future ſtate, as they accoſt their friends - 

as ſoon as they are dead with reproaches for leaving them 
ſo ſoon; at the ſame time, admoniſhing them henceforth 
to demean themſelves properly; by which they mean, that 
their deceaſed friends ſhould not come back again and 
haunt them, nor allow themſelves to be made uſe of by 
wizards, to do any miſchief to thoſe that ſurvive them. 

There is a genus of inſects (the mantis, ), called by the 
coloniſts the Hottentots god; but fo far are they from wor- 
ſhipping theſe inſects, that they have more than once 
catched ſome of them, and given them to me to ſtick 

needles through them, by way of preſerving them, in the 
ſame manner as I did with other inſects. There is, how- 
ever, a diminutive ſpecies of this genus of inſects, which 
ſome think it would be a crime, as well as very dangerous, 
to do any harm to; but this we have no more reaſon to 
A look upon as a kind of religious worſhip, than we have to 
YH conſider in the ſame light, a certain ſuperſtitions notion 
YH prevalent among many of the more ſimple people in our 
own country, who imagine, that three fins will be forgiven 
them, if they ſet a cock-chafer on its legs again that has 
append to have fallen upon its back. 5 | 
L003 1 5 The 
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The moon, according to Ko LBE, receives a kind of c- 


. ration from the Hottentots. But the fact is, that they 


merely take the opportunity of her ſhining, and at the 


ſame time of the coolneſs of the night, to amuſe themſelves 
with dancing; and conſequently, have no more thoughts 
of worſhipping her than the chriſtian coloniſts, who are 


ſeen at the ſame time ſtrolling in great numbers about the 


ſtreets in Cape Town, and parading on the ſtone ſteps with 
which their houſes are uſually ornamented. 


That the artful conjurers themſelves are moſt of them 
without either ſuperſtition or religion of any kind, is high- 


ly probable. There are ſeemingly here likewiſe many 


other free-thinkers, among whom I cannot help reckon- 


ing a Hottentot from Buffeljag ts-rivier, whom I ſome time 
after this period took into my ſervice as my ox-leader. He 


informed me, that a wizard came to his craal ſeveral dif- 


ferent evenings, and fitting himſelf down in one of their 


| huts, told them, by way of divination, that the wolf was 


doing them a great deal of miſchief in their ſheep-folds 


(at the ſame time mentioning the particulars,) and would 


do them ſtill more, if they did not haſten to the relief of 
their flocks. The people of the craal accordingly ſallied 
forth, and found it was as the ſoothſayer had told them; 


in conſequence of which, they conceived the higheſt de- 


gree of reſpe& for him, and rewarded him handſomely 


into the bargain. Some time after, however, they diſco- 
vered, that their loſs was not occaſioned by the wolves, 


but by ſome neighbouring Hottentots, whom they, not 
without reaſon, ſuppoſed to have been in the plot with the 


ſoothſayer. With other general remarks I have to make 
ON 
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on the ſubject of the Hottentots and Bo/hies-men, I ſhall as 
_ defer at preſent, and return to the regular TORE of my WW: 

journal. | | 

On the 3oth of Auguſt at e e, where I bete 
obſerved we were juſt arrived, I was informed, that the 
doctrines of chriſtianity had been formerly preached there 
to the Hottentots, and received by them with great avidity 
and zeal. It was ſtill, as I was told, within the memory 
of ſeveral of the inhabitants, that one of the converts, an 
old female Hottentot, was living, and uſed to perform her 
devotions every morning on her bare knees, by the ſide 
of a ſpring ſituated near this ſpot. It was ſaid, ſhe had 
a German Bible, which ſhe often read and treated with 
the greateſt veneration ; and that her behaviour through- 
out life was decent and quiet. My informers added, that 
the miffionary who had converted her, had been baniſhed 
out of the country, for having illegally made himſelf a 
chief among the Hottentots in theſe parts, in order to en- 
rich himſelf by their labour, and the preſents they made 
him of cattle. It was ſuppoſed, that he was fo far guilty 
of what was alledged againſt him, inaſmuch as it both 
was then and is now prohibited, under divers penalties, 
for any one to buy, or otherwiſe acquire the poſſeſſion of 
any cattle belonging to the Hottentots. That this miſ- 
 fionary's name was GEORGE SCHMID, and that he was a Mo- 
YAVIAN Or Herrnhuter, I tound on my return home in the 
Budingiſche Samlung einiger in die Kirchen-Hiltorie, &c. 
(printed at Leipſic 1742) wherein, art. 7. from page 78 
to I 26, there is ſome account of this affair, under the 
| title 
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775. title of Jungſtes Diarium des Bruders Georg Schmid, zur probe 


Done) des Mandels dieſes Rnechts. des Herrn unter den Hotteniotten *. 


This extract of the journal or letter above-mentioned, is 


g from November 15th, 1739, to November 18th, 


1740 and at that time dated from Serjeant-rivier, a ſmall 


branch of the riwvier Zonder-end, or the river near which 


lived the female Hottentot convert. In this letter we are 
informed, that the number of converts was thirty-two, 


and that the new chriſtians did not unfrequently neglect. 


both their work and their hours of devotion, in order to 
amuſe themſelves in a garden, which, in all probability, 
was COMMON. 

At page 683 of this collection, there i is inſerted another 


letter from this ſame SCHMID, dated the 15th of May, 1742; 


from which we learn, that he had by baptiſm augmented 
the-congregation with five more ſiſters in Chriſt ; as like- 
wiſe, that he had lived there as miſſionary five years, and 
intended to ſtay four years longer: ſo that there is no 
doubt, but that the Hottentots might be eaſily converted to 
the chriſtian faith: but it is much to be doubted, whether 
any body will ever trouble themſelves with the converſion 


of theſe plain honeſt people, unleſs it ſhould appear to 


have more connexion than it ſeems to have at preſent 
with political advantages. 

Soon after we arrived at this farm, two Hottentot girls, 
from fourteen to ſeventeen years of age, made their ap- 


Prarance, well beſmeared, and, 1 in their faſhion, very ſmartly 


*The laſt Diary of brother GEOROGE Vents; being a teſtimony of the carriage 
And conduct of this ſervant of the Lord among the Hottentots, 
dreſſed. 
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dreſſed, Without any great degree of vanity we could 


plainly perceive, that the viſit was made on our account ; ws 


out of gratitude, therefore, as well as from a natural re- 
gard for the fair ſex, we addreſſed theſe (I am in doubt 
whether to call them beautiful or frightful) young ladies - 
with all the handſome ſpeeches we could think of ſuitable 
to the occaſion. ' At their requeſt we likewiſe preſented 
them with a fine piece of roll-tobacco, of which they cut 
off a little, filled their pipes with it, and ſmoked in a very 
elegant ſtyle. Our hoſt took that opportunity to let us 
know, that we ſhould pleaſe them much better with a 
little brandy than with all our compliments; we therefore - 
ordered a couple of glaſſes of it for each of them, and 
they ſtuck pretty cloſe to it, applying to it with great 
aſſiduity while they were ſmoking their pipes. We like- 
wiſe had the pleaſure ſoon of ſeeing them grow 8a little 
lively, without venturing to drink a drop more, or allow- 
ing the leaſt freedom to be taken with them. At length 
they took leave of us in a very diſcreet manner, and 
I was very much pleaſed to ſee ſo much modeſty and de- 
cency in girls belonging to ſo uncivilized a nation. But 
when they got out of doors, theſe mad-caps had the bold- 
neſs to defy us to run after them and catch them. We 
ſoon gave over the chaſe, but as often as we turned back 
they came after us, and defied us again. At length the 
cider of them while ſhe was running, not only fell down, 
but even ſeemed to wait for us in that poſition. So unex- 
pected a circumſtance gave us no ſmall concern, as it made 
us begin to ſuſpect the girl's virtue, till ſhe drew a large 
knife, and threatened to plunge it into our hearts, if we 
1 dared 
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Aared to approach any nearer. As the difference of cir- 


aww cumſtances and opportunities has a great influence on the 


nature of things, and particularly with reſpect to the fair 


ſex, I thought it would be proper in this place to relate 
the whole affair juſt as it happened, without drawing any 
general concluſion from it, I am nevertheleſs convinced, 
that the Hottentots are more cold and moderate in their 


deſires of a certain nature than many other nations; quali- 
ties which are the natural conſequence of the dull, inac- 
tive, and I had almoſt ſaid, entirely liſtleſs dif poſition, which 


is the leading characteriſtic of their minds; qualities 
which likewiſe are neceſſarily produced by the debilitating 
diet they uſe, and their extreme inactivity and floth ; 


which carried to a certain point, increaſe, but in extremes 
deaden and benumb * the * and moral ſenſa- 
tions. 
On the 31ſt, we here met with a middle-aged man, a 
coloniſt, who offered to drive my waggon for fix rixdol- 
han per month; but altered his mind as ſoon as we had 
told him, that he muſt be content to undergo the ſame 


inconveniencies and hazards as Mr. TUMELMAN and I were, 


at all events, prepared to ſubject ourſelves to. The next 
day, therefore, we took our leave of this place, as much 
to ſeek as when we firſt arrived there. In our road we 
found a little Hottentot craal, which, if I remember right, 


conſiſted of five huts, run up in the manner I have de- 
icribed above; but. covered with ſuch miſerable old mats, 


that the owners ſeemed to be much more afraid of the 
trouble, trifling as that would have been, of making new, 

than of the i inconveniencies attending the droppings of the 

. eaves 
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caves in wet weather. The inhabitants of this craal con- 
ſiſted of about twenty people. They had run up a very 
wretched encloſure for their ſheep and cattle, which were 
then at graſs," and ſeemed to be very numerous. As I 


wiſhed to try if I could not hire a Hottentot or two into 


our ſervice, | the oldeſt man in the craal preſented his ſon 
to me, a youth of nineteen or twenty years of age, ſay- 
ing, that he could be very well ſpared in the craal, in caſe 
could perſuade him to follow me. Upon this I crept 
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into the young man's hut, and found him lying under his 


cloak, in the way I have deſcribed above when ſpeaking 
of his countrymen in general, with his knees drawn up 


to his noſe, almoſt like a fœtus in utero. I ſpent a great 


deal of time to no purpoſe, in repreſenting to him the 


great advantages he would gain by going with us; ſuch as ; 


a cow with calf, knives, braſs tinder-boxes, glaſs beads, 
and other tempting articles; in ſhort, preſents to an un- 
common value, all which I offered him as a premium for 


half a year's ſervice ; but as I conſidered it equally baſe 


to deceive a poor Hottentot as any other perſon, I did not 
diſſemble to him, that our expedition would be of ſome 
duration: though, on the other hand, as the Hottentot 
nation is not abſolutely inſenſible to the pleaſures of the 
chaſe any more than to the calls of ambition, I at the 
ſame time repreſented to him, that an expedition of this 
- fort would of itſelf afford him no ſmall degree of pleaſure, 


and on his return would give him ſome conſequence in 


the eyes of his companions ; but all was in vain. With 


as little ſucceſs did I endeavour to ſet before him the plea- 


ſure he would have in ſmoking a better ſort of tobacco, a 
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22288 quantity of Which 1 had taken with me, and intended to 


CO beſtow it very plentifully on: any one that ſhould accom- 
pany me in my journey. I likewiſe put him in mind,, 
that he would not find ſo coſtly an article as tobacco, nor 
even victuals abound greatly, if he ſtaid at home. 
| Notwithſtanding all this, I found bim abſolutely im- 
moveable in ſoul as well as in body; 3. excepting, indeed, that 
with regard to the latter, he now and then threw out a 
wiff of tobacco from the left ſide of his chops; and that 
two or three times, on my repeatedly requeſting. him. to 
let me know his mind on the ſubject, he at length, though 
not without ſome difficulty, prevailed on himſelf to open 
his mouth, and anſwer me with a ſhort but deciſive, N! 
The extreme indolence of the lad, his very cavalier recep | 
tion of me, the clouds of {ſmoke that filled his cabin and 
made my eyes ſmart moſt horribly, together with the 
fwarms of fleas I obſerved in it, excited in me juſt at that 
time the greateſt indignation, as welt as the utmoſt con- 
tempt for the Hottentot nation: though, when I afterwards 
came to conſider the matter more impartially, as the lad, 
from his habits as well as nature, could very eaſily make 
fhift with a moderate quantity of food, and with this could 
and actually did enjoy what to him was a real ſubſtantial 
pleaſure, vis. his eaſe and tobacco, I could not well ſuppoſe 
that my offer would have any weight with him. 

At laſt, however, I made him another propoſal of a 
different nature, which was, that for a very moderate pre- 
mium, he ſhould aſſiſt us for a few days only, and lead our 

_ oxen as far as Zwellendam, where I was in hopes of getting 
ſomebody in his room. -To- this he anſwered as quick as 
+ thought, 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. Ss 
thought, 7a, Baas, (Yes, Maſter,) got up in an inſtant, 4775: 


and had nothing more to do than to hang his tobacco- 4 
pouch on his arm, in order to be quite ready for his 
journey. After this, he went ſtraight to my waggon, 
A and with all the eaſe and alacrity imaginable, did every 
= thing that was requiſite to it; ſo that he no longer appeared 
H to be the ſame indolent mortal, with whom 1 had juſt be- 
fore been bargaining. or 
The principal reaſon of this diſpoſition that prevails with 
moſt Hottentots is, perhaps, that their wants are extremely 
few; and conſequently, being without care or employment 
of any kind, they are inactive and idle. From this cauſe 
Again, a famine or general want of the neceſſaries of life 
ariſing, will naturally ſtimulate their uſually half - ſtarved 
bodies into activity and vigorous motion, at leaſt, till their 
more preſſing wants are relieved. On the other hand, ſuch 
children of Hottentots, or Boſhtes-men, as from their tender 
years have been. in the ſervice of the coloniſts, and have 
been uſed to work, do not yield the palm of briſkneſs and 
agility to any other nation whatever. It appears to me, 
therefore, that one cannot accuſe any natural diſpoſition of 
theirs, as being an obſtacle to their riſing from their pre- 
ſent very barbarous and unpoliſhed ſtate to a much 20 
degree of civilization. | 
Though the father of the Hottentot L had juſt hired did . 
not take the leaſt part in his ſon's reſolve, yet at their 
parting he ſhowed, that he poſſeſſed the affections of a 
father. In fact, they ſeemed to take a tender farewel of each 
other; on which occaſion, the old man repeatedly impor- 
tuned: us in the moſt friendly manner to uſe his fon kindly. 
Ff 8 There 
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There blew from the ſea, which was at that time but A 


oy} fall diſtance from us, a cold ſouth-eaſt wind, and my 


companion was ſeized with his old troubleſome cough and 
ſpitting of blood, which continued till we arrived at night 
at a farm called Groote Ylakte (the Great Plain). But, as 
we had no proviſions with us, and the farm was inhabited 
merely by ſlaves, who had nothing but cold water and a 
little coarſe and doughy bread to entertain us with ; and as: 
beſides the ſpitting of blood was ſomewhat relieved: by ſome: 
faltpetre which I had taken with me, as well as by the faſt 
my companion had been obliged to keep, though ſore: 


againſt his will, he did not chuſe to ſtay here longer than 


the following noon, but plucked up courage ſufficient to 
continue his route on horſeback as before. In the mean 
time we entered into chat with the principal flave, who: 


informed us, that he had been ſeveral times bought and 


fold : and that this laſt time, notwithſtanding. his age, 
which was not leſs than fifty years, yet in conſideration of 
his well-known fidelity, and of the dependence that might 
be placed in him, he had been bought in at an action for 


a bailiff by a niggardly farmer, who, on that account, had 


thought it worth his white to purchaſe him at ſo-high a 
price as a hundred and ten rixdoHars. Upon which, the 
poor fellow obſerved, that he had not fared better with his- 
ſingular fidelity, than other ſlaves who were remarkable 
for their great ſtrength of body; ſince he had found his 
burthen of care and reſponſibility increaſed upon him in 
the ſame degree, as theſe latter experienced the augmenta- 
tion of their loads. Indeed, the lot and reward of both were 
like —.— of. old. worn-out. horſes, v. to be neglected and 


ſtarved 
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rwe in their old age, in caſe they did not before chat 
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period ſink into the grave under the preſſure of their,/ 


bondage: I then informed him, that {lavery was not tole- 
rated in my country and it ſeemed to give him great plea- 


fare in the midſt of his misfortunes to think, that in ſome 


part of the world, however, the natural rights of mankind 
were held more ſacred than they were in thoſe colonies; 


The ſtate of the weather for the month of Auguſt was. 


as follows. The 1k and 2d days cloudy, on the 7th and 
8th violent rains and north-eaſterly winds. On the gth 
mizzling rain. On the 21ſt, 22d, 2 3d, and 29th, it rained 


with the wind at ſouth-eaſt. All the other days: of this 


month were fair with thine 


L had, as I mentioned before, loſt in my way to the bath 
the ſmall thermometer, according to the ſcale of which the 


degrees of heat have been hitherto given. So that ſubſe- 


quent to this period it was from another thermometer of 


Fahrenheit's,. procured for me by Mr. IMMELMAN-from the 
Cape, that my obſervations: were made, which I ſhall con- 
tinue to give in the ſame manner as I began at page 112. 
On the 22d and 23d the thermometer was at 56-2 4th 


therm. 53—2 9th therm. 56— goth therm. 52— 31ſt 
therm. 48. This month ſeemed to correſpond neareſt with 


the month of May in our northern climates. 
On the iIſt of September we paſſed by two farms in 


Heſſuquas Kloof, or vale, through which our road lay. As 
KOLBE makes mention of a nation of Hottentots by the 
name of Hefaquas, they probably dwelt formerly in this vale. 


From hence the road took us to the Breede-rivier, (as it is 
called) Where there Was. a. ferry-boat, in which we were 


put 
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put over with our ſaddle-horſes and waggon, nk the oxen 


Notwithſtanding that the river was at this time very 
wide and deep, yet during part of the ſummer its waters 


are ſaid to fall ſo prodigioufly, that one may both ride and 
' drive over it with eaſe. Directly on the other fide of this 


river there was a farm, where we took up our night's 
lodging. | 

On the 2d we continued our journey till we came to 
Zuuellendam. This place, which I have marked in the map 
with the letters OV interwoven with each other, or the 
Butch company's mark, is the reſidence of a /andro/t, as 


he is called, who is the governor of the whole eaſtern 


tract of the African colonies. - Here was a large handſome 


edifice built for him, and two other leſſer ones for two of 


his affiſtants or chief officers. 
The droſt gave us a good reception, and a bed at 8 


He likewiſe procured us two Hottentots from a neighbour- 


ing craal, to aſſiſt us in our journey. So that my two firſt 


were diſmiſſed our ſervice, according to our previous agree- 


ment; though the youth, who had made ſuch a great dif- 


ficulty of accompanying me, was now very leth to part 


with me. The laudroſt perceiving that I had got but in- 


different oxen in my waggon, offered me a whole team of 


a uſurer than of any of the wild beaſts in Africa; neither 


much better : but, though 1 was told that I might have 
them on credit, I would not venture to deal any more in 


_ oxen, eſpecially as my former bargain had turned out fo 


ill. Beſides, being but a ſtranger, I was more afraid of 


did 1 think that it would now anſwer to the expence, as 


this 
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this year had already ſet in as if it would be the drieſt in $ d 
the memory of man. Otherwiſe, had I been able to afford 2 
another team of oxen, I ſhould doubtleſs have made - Wh 
much longer Journey, as WEIL as more advantageous for 
Natural Biftory. | 
The people at this place pretended. to have obſerved, 
Y that the wind, when it blew from the ſouth-eaſt at the 
Y Cape, was always northerly with them; and that, when 
A it had ceaſed raining at the Cape, they had till flight 
ſhowers at Zwellendam. They likewiſe informed me, that 
1 a very fatal diſtemper prevailed there every winter among 
1 the horſes, but that it never made its appearance at Slayger- 
YH rivier and Potteberg, although both theſe places he not far 
from Zwellendam, as may be ſeen in my map. It was ſup- 
poſed, that the ſalt- water which the horſes were obliged to 
drink at both theſe places, was what preſerved them. It is 
probable, however, that the ſea-winds purify the air in thoſe 
parts; and, on the contrary, that the northerly wind which 
comes to Zwellendam from the interior part of the country, 
brings with it vapours very noxious to the health of the 
horſes ; eſpecially as it was obſerved, that ſuch horſes as 
were kept up in the ſtable, were hardly ever ſeized with 
the diſtemper. The nature of the diſorder was ſuch, that 
2 horſe would die almoſt inſtantaneoufly; : ſometimes with- 
out any viſible ſymptom preceding it, a and ſometimes after 
a tumour had appeared on the cheſt or groin. 

It was here that I ſaw for the firſt time in my life, one 
of the animals called quaggas by the Hottentots and co- 
loniſts. It is a ſpecies of wild horſe, very like the zebra; 
the difference conſiſting i in this, that the guagga Has ſhorter = 

ears, 
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ears, and that it has no ſtripes on its fore legs, Joins, or 
ANY of its hind parts. 

This partial reſemblance has been the occaſion of Mr, 
EDwarDs' s delineating the quagga with the title of the 
female zebra. But in fact, the quagga and zebra are 
ſpecies totally different the one from the other, keeping in 


very different tracts of country, and thoſe frequently very 


remote from each other. The females of each ſpecies are 
marked like their reſpective males, excepting that the 


colour is ſomewhat mor e vely and definite in theſe 
latter. 


That the zebras diſcover ſome trie variations from 


each other with reſpect to their ſtreaks, particularly in thoſe 


running down the legs, may be perceived by comparing 
the different ſkins of this animal; which, as I have 
remarked above, are ſold by furriers under the denomina- 
tion of ſza-bor/e ſkins. I have never had an opportunity 
of comparing together the ſkins of quaggas, but have very 


little doubt that there 1s likewiſe ſome trifling ditference be- 


tween them. 
A full grown fœtus of a quagga, which 1 brought with 


me from the Cape, and keep ſtuffed with ftraw in the ca- 


-binet of natural hiſtory belonging to the Royal Academy 
.of Sciences, ſeems to have livelier colours than I have ob- 


| ſerved in the adult animal. The length of this foetus, 


from the ears to the tail is thirty-one inches, and its height 
about the loins twenty-two inches. The quagga I ſaw 
here, having been caught when it was very young, was 


become ſo tame, that it came to us to be carefſed. It was 


Laid never to be frightened by the byzna,. but, on the 
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contrary, that it would purſue this 80586 animal, when- 39 
ever this latter made its appearance in thoſe parts; ſo that 
it was a moſt certain guard for the horſes, with which it 
was turned out to graſs at night. 
That theſe quaggas might be broken in for the faddle | 
or harneſs, I have not the leaſt doubt; as juſt before my 
departure for Europe, I ſaw one driven through the ſtreets 
in a team with five horſes: but with the zebra nobody 
has yet made any fair trial. I was told, indeed, that a 
wealthy burgher near the Cape, brought up and tamed 
ſome of them with this view ; and likewiſe, that once he 
was abſurd enough to take it into his head to harneſs them 
all to his chaiſe, though they were not in the leaſt accuſ- 
tomed either to the harneſs or yoke. The conſequence 
was, that they directly ran back into the ſtable, with the 
carriage and their maſter in it, with ſuch prodigious fury, 
as to deprive him and every one elſe of all deſire to make | 
any farther trials of this kind. There can be no doubt, 
however, but that quaggas or zebras, properly tamed and 
broke in, would, in many reſpects, be of greater ſervice 
to the coloniſts than horſes : as, in the firſt place, they 
are more eaſily procured here; and next, being uſed to 
the harſh dry paſture, which chiefly abounds in Africa, 
they ſeem to be intended by nature for this country; 
while, on the other hand, horſes are univerſally very nice 
in their food. 1 believe I have already remarked, that 
both the horſes and oxen of this country are in general 
_ weaker than ours; of which the dry paſtures abounding in 
it, were in all probability the principal cauſe. The quagga 
that I ſaw here at this time, was in ſuch good condition, 
Vor. . . | . and 
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and ſo plump about the back and loins, as, I believe, in 
' that point, not to be equalled by any horſe; and though 
both quaggas and zebras have ſmall feet, yet at the ſame 


time their hoofs are hard, and, perhaps, like aſſes, they are 


more ſure- footed than horſes. I cannot deny, that with 


good horſes the people here are uſed to hunt down the 
zebras with eaſe: but who knows, whether both zebras 


and quaggas would not become quicker in their paces by 


frequent riding and exerciſe. Had the coloniſts. tamed 
them and uſed them inſtead of horſes, in all probability 
they would have been in no danger of loſing them, either 
by the wolves or the epidemic diſorder, to which the horſes 
here are ſubject. | 

Here was a vineyard planted for the uſe of the family, 
and it was the firſt I had ſeen ſince I left the bath. The 
wine produced by it is not equal in point of goodneſs to 
that made at the Cape; which chiefly proceeded from the 


ſituation of the vineyard, and perhaps, likewiſe, in ſome 


meaſure, from its not being properly looked after. 
On the zd we continued our journey till we came to 


Rieti Valley. This was the laſt farm to the eaſtward be- 
longing to government, and was ſituated at a ſhort diſtance 


only from Zwellendam. A corporal, as he is ſtyled, had 


the inſpection of this farm, and likewiſe ſuperintended 


divers wood-cutters who worked in the neighbouring wood 
(called Groot Vaders Boſch) on the company's account. The 
people that had the care of the farm at Riet Valley were 
opulent and well-bred, and in a moſt hoſpitable manner 


abſolutely obliged us to paſs a couple of days with them; 
at the ſame time endeavourin g to render themſelves both 
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reeable and uſeful to us by the information they gave us, 
as well as by the aſſiſtance they afforded us in our reſearches; 


practiſe ſpeaking the Hottentot language. 
| This is certainly, with reſpect to the pronunciation, the 
moſt difficult and ſingular language in the univerſe. Al- 
moſt every word is pronounced with a ſmack or clacking 
of the tongue againſt the roof of the mouth. Words of 
many ſyllables are accompanied with two clacks; but what 
cannot but render this language ſtill more difficult for 
ſtrangers, is, that theſe clacks are ſaid to be performed, ac- 
_ cording to different circumſtances, in three different ways, 
viz. more or leſs forward or backward on the palate. This 
diſtinction, however, I had not from the Hottentots them 
ſelves, who were, perhaps, too ignorant to go ſo deep into 
the matter. For my part, I own that my ears were not 
nice enough to attend to ſach minute differences. I muſt 


likewiſe confeſs, that I did not take pains ſufficient to get 


this point cleared up to me. Nevertheleſs I diſcovered, as 


ſoon as I got to Houtniquas, that another dialect was * 


there, and that it differed from the former in the more or 
leſs clacking uſed in the words. But it was ſufficient for 
me to learn, in the courſe of my journey, partly for plea- 


ſure, and partly for uſe, ſome common words and phraſes 


in the Hottentot language. Some of theſe I have given 
at the end of this journal. The ſmacks, or clacking with 


227 


1775. 


eptember. 


8 
ſo much, indeed, that they even taught us, and . * 


the tongue, I imagined it would be moſt convenient to de- 


note by a t' with an apoſtrophe over it. 
The Chineſe, or Snefſe-Hottentots, ſo called "REO their 
complexion, which 1s r than that of the other Hot- 
8 8 2 | _ tentot 
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tentot nations, and therefore more like that: of the Chineſe; 
Way are likewiſe in their dialect very diſtinct from them. There 
is, however, ſo great a reſemblance between them all, that 
they can in ſome meaſure underſtand each other. With a 
view to their mutual compariſon, I have likewiſe added a 


ſample of ſome of the words of this language, and likewiſe 
of that of the Caffres, which 1s not clogged with that clack- 
ing of the palate which accompanies the Hottentot language. 


Notwithſtanding the noiſe made againft the roof of the 


mouth, this laſt mentioned language does not ſound ill, when 


the ear is ſomewhat accuſtomed to it; as the Hottentots 
pronounce it with as much eaſe and facility, as other na- 
tions do their reſpective languages. Farther up the coun- 


try, where they have no other ſervants than Hottentots, the 
children of the Chriſtians frequently learn the Hottentot 
language more eaſily, and before they do the Dutch. The 
ſame thing happens with regard to the Malay tongue in 


thoſe places, where they make uſe of ſlaves, and eſpecially 

of nurſes, of that nation. So that, probably, all languages 
are almoſt equally eaſy for children: and, if we may form 
a concluſion from what we have juſt advanced, the ten- 
dereſt age of childhood might be advantageouſly employed 


in learning ſeveral languages. At the Cape I have heard 


very young children ſpeak two or three different languages 
with equal readinets and facility. 


At this place, beſides learning the Hottentot's s language, 


I had an opportunity of informing myſelf, for the firſt 
time, concerning the progreſs of this people in muſic. One 


of their inſtruments is a bow, like a ſpring-bow, a foot in 
Jength, With a — — of thread, to the end of which 


there 
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there is fixed in the ſame line a cloven quill half an inch 


long. The inſtrument is played on in the following man- 
ner: the muſician, applying his mouth to the quill, draws 


in his breath very hard, ſo as to put it into a quivering 


motion, which produces a grating ſound. This inſtrument 
is called a 7Goerra, a name which ſeems to be applicable 
enough to it, as tolerably expreſſive of the ſound of the 
inſtrument. 

Toœutbe is the name of another inſtrument, which, pro- 


bably, was firſt made in imitation of our violin. It con- 


ſiſts merely of a piece of board with three or four ſtrings 
ſcrewed on to it, on which they ſcrape with a bow. 
Thot Voi is a ſort of drum, * of a kin ſtretch- 


what might be expected from ſuch an inſtrument. As I 


was fortunate enough not to be often in the way of hear- 


ing their ſtrains, and am beſides no cognoſcente, I have 


not been able to note them down, if, indeed, they can be ex- 
preſſed in notes. Their vocal muſic conſiſts in finging a 
few notes, without annexing any words to them, or, at 


leaſt, words that have any meaning. Theſe remarks 


chiefly affect the Hottentots in this part of the country; ; 


for I much doubt, whether the Boſhies- men have either 
* gulhes or Fgoerras among them. 


It is ſo uſual to find in poems and romances che ſhep- 


herds and ſhepherdeſſes playing on their pipes, that my 


readers, no doubt, will expect to find the Hottentots who 
lead a paſtoral life, employed in the ſame delightful occu- 
pation; and, indeed, ſo far it is true, that both the men 


and women have their pipes, but then they only uſe them 


for 
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3 for ſmoking. This inſtrument, which has far greater 
A charms for them than all the muſic in the world, certainly 
merits a deſcription, which we ſhall therefore attempt in 
this place. 
. tobacco- pipes which are ride aſe of i in theſe parts, 5 
and, indeed, every where among the Hottentots (properly ſo 
called) are ſhaped pretty nearly like ours, being compoſed 
of a paltry wooden bowl, and a ftem of equally coarſe 
workmanſhip. Of the Boſhies-men's pipes, as being ſuf- 
ficiently remarkable, I have given a drawing in Plate I. 
where in fig. 3. is repreſented an elk's horn from a foot 
and a half to two feet in length, into the aperture of which, 
about two inches in diameter, (ſee fig. 3. a.) the Boſhies- 
man contrives to ſqueeze the whole of his mouth in ſuch 
a manner, that none of the ſmoke can eſcape or be loſt, 
but paſſes entire, in a column proportioned to the ſize of 
the horn, into his throat, ſome part of it coming out 
again through his noſtrils. To make amends for this, 
however, five or {ix gulps content him; a fit of coughing, 
hawking, and rattling in his throat enſues, which he, 
probably, conſiders as a very defirable conſequence. He 
then hands this delicious horn to his next neighbour, that 
He may, in like manner, have the pleaſure of fumigating 
his lungs; and in this way the horn circulates among 
them, women as well as men, juſt as the pipe does in 
Sweden, among a company of old women ſitting under 
the chimney in alms-houſes. One of the Boſhies-men, 
whom I afterwards took into my ſervice, when J paſſed 
through the deſert in my way to Bruntſes Hoogte, once 
ſwallowed the ſmoke of his tobacco-horn with ſuch avi- 
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dity, that I ſaw him fall down in a ſwoon in conſequence . . 
of it. At fig. 3. the reader may ſee the ſtem of the pipe 
fixed at right angles on the ſide of the horn; and the bowl, 
which is ſometimes made of wood, and ſometimes of ſome 

looſe pebble dug out of the ground, faſtened on to the top 
of the ſtem. _ , 
I have likewiſe ſeen goat's horns el for this pur- 
poſe; but the preference is given to the elk's horns on ac- 
count of their ſharp points; they being ſo handy for the 
Hottentot to ſtick into the ground cloſe by his ſide, ſo that 
not a particle of the tobacco can be loſt. One of theſe 
tobacco-horns I have brought home with me, and keep it 

in the collection of the Academy of Sciences; though, 

having been made for the uſe of a little Hottentot woman, 

it is ſmaller and neater than uſual, being but thirteen 
inches in length; and the aperture at its baſe, to which 
the mouth is applied, an inch and a half acroſs. 

Their tobacco-pouches are made of the ſkin of a Un 
or of one of the ſmaller ſort of antilopes entire, with the 
hairy ſide turned outwards; ſo that in this pouch the Hot- 
tentot has at the ſame time room enough for his pipe, tin- 

der- box, and the reſt of his implements for kindling a fire. 

' Beſide the accurate information I received at this place 

on the ſubje& of the Hottentot's muſic, language, and | 
method of ſmoking, I had, the evening after my arrival 
there, an opportunity of ſeeing their card-plaving. By 
this abſurd name, the coloniſts have diſtinguiſhed the fol- 
lowing peculiar game among theſe people, which was played 
in this manner. Both my Hottentots, 8 with two 
others, 
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5 others, made a partie quarree, ſitting on their hams, as is 
Www uſual with other unpoliſhed nations. The chimney, the 
part of the room conſtantly preferred by a Hottentot to any 
other, was likewiſe in this caſe the place they choſe to oc 

cupy, while they were playing this game; and the aſh- 

hole might not unaptly be conſidered as their card-table, 
as it did not unfrequently happen, that in the midſt of 
their ardour for the ſport, they ſtruck their hands into the 

middle of it, and raiſed the aſhes into clouds of duſt that 

floated all over the room, and almoſt blinded one. Now, 
as this ſport ſeemed to conſiſt in an inceſſant motion of the 
arms upwards, downwards, and acroſs each other's arms, 

without ever ſeeming (at leaſt on purpoſe) to touch one 

another, it appears to me, that the intention of this ſport 

is to open the cheſt, as it were, whilſt ſitting, by way of 
ſuccedaneum for dancing. It is probable, however, that 

with all this they obſerve certain rules, and in certain cir- 

cumſtances, mutually get the advantage over each other ; 

as each of them at times would hold a little peg between 

his fore-finger and thumb, at which they would burſt out 

into laughter, and, on being aſked the reaſon, ſaid, that they 
loſt and won by turns, yet without playing for any thing. 
One of the party, however, grew weary in two hours time, 

and laid himſelf down to fleep; while the others kept on 

with the ſport from evening till break of day, during the 
whole time continually and inceſſantly pronouncing, or ra- 

ther ſinging, the following words, he: pruab prbanka, hci 

ptruab Phe, hei pruab ba. Of theſe words they did not 

themſelves know the meaning ; and all the. information 

they could give me on the ſubject was, that they had 
IE 5 7 ene 


APE or GOOD HOPE. 


learned them, together with the game, of ſome of their 
companions, who had been to pay a viſit to the Indians a 
great way to the northward. Probably their he: pirua 
prbanka, has no more meaning in it than the fa/ /al de ral 
of the Europeans. I had before ſeen this game played a 
little at the Cape Town, by ſome Boſhies-man boys that a 
butcher had brought home with him from Sneeuwberg, and 


I at this time gave orders for it to be played, on purpoſe to 
atisfy my curioſity; _, 41 1 


* * 


vo I. I. — r > 


233 


1775. 


eptem 


— 


7 


4 af 
—_— - 
_— * 


NAS, 
7 
9799 
" 


1775: 
September, 


* 


4 P. VI. 


Journey from Zwellendam to Muſcle Bay. 


N the morning of the sth we took leave of our 


there was a grove, from whence we heard the cries of a 
herd of monkies. Our hoſt told us, that they ſet up this 
alarm, in order to give notice to each other of the approach 
of tigers, which are wont to purſue them up into the 
trees; when the only means theſe nimble little animals 


have of eſcaping, is to jump on to the ſlender twigs and 


branches of the tree that are moſt diſtant from the trunk, 


where the tigers dare not follow them. Mr. IMMELMAN, 


therefore, and myſelf, repaired to the place with our guns, 


with a view to partake, in ſome meaſure, of the ſport. We. 
were, however, out of luck, having only got a tranſient 
glimpſe of the monkies; we could very plainly diſcern, 


however, that they were of a coal- black colour, and about 


the ſize of an ordinary cat; ſo that, in all likelihood, they 


form a peculiar ſpecies not yet known. It is ſaid, that 
there are ſome of theſe animals in Grooz Paders-bojoh and 


Houtniquas; though I did not ſee them any where. What 
- — —— 3 with 


hoſpitable friends, and arrived at a farm on the other 
branch of Buffeljagts rivier. A little way from the farm 
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with our ſport, and-what with botanizing, we ſtaid fo long 1755. 


here, that we could go no farther that day. E "ry 
On the 6th in the morning we ordered matters ſo 
@-propos, that we arrived at dinner-time at the houſe of a 
wealthy farmer, who was a captain in the militia, com- 
poſed of his fellow peaſants, or (as they are called) burghers. 
All ſuch peaſants as live in Roodezand, and the whole of 
that tract of country that lies to the eaſtward, are under 
the juriſdiction of Zwellendam, and are obliged, at a cer- 
tain time of the year, to appear before the landroſt, and 
perform their exerciſe. This falls very heavy on ſuch as 
live at a great diſtance, ſome of them dwelling, perhaps, 
five hundred miles off; on which account likewiſe, they 
frequently pretend impediments, or elſe ſubmit to pay the 
fine at once. A ſtill larger corps, compoſed of the inha- 
bitants of Camdebo, Sneeuwberg, Bokkeveld, Roggeveld, Ana- 
aqua, and the other places in that part of the country, 
are drawn up every year at Szellenbo/ch, where the landroſt, 
or lord-lieutenant of theſe diſtricts has his reſidence. The 
burgefly at the Cape, and the peaſants from Tygerberg 
4 are drawn up in the town itſelf. In the vicinity of this 
1 farm the Tradaus-mountains ſtretch away to the eaſt, and 
A upon one part of them is ſituated Groot Vaders-boſch. In 
the evening we lay at the farm called Krojs-rtvier, juſt by 
the ſide of the wood, in order to be near at hand for the 
purpoſe of botanizing. 

This wood contained a great number of beautiful tall 
trees, the major part of which, however, being out of 
bloom, it could not be aſcertained what ſpecies they were of. 
Moſt of thoſe which I examined were entirely unknown 
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wa | to the botaniſts, and, probably, great part of the remainder | 
are under the ſame predicament. It is, therefore, to be 
| 5 wiſhed, that a botaniſt had an opportunity of remaining in 
q this place the whole year throughout. 

[ heams, planks for flooring, and timber for the con- 
1 ſttruction of waggons, are fetched from hence both by the 
farmers and by government. Many forts of ſhrubs and 
buſhes in ſome places, particularly by the ſide of the wood, 
fill up the interſtices between the: larger trees, and render 
the foreſt impervious. Among thefe, ſeveral ſorts of prickly 

aſparaguſes deſerve to be remarked, as well as a new ſpecies 
of callophyllum; which, from its catching, like the thorn- 
buſh, faſt hold of the traveller with its hooked prickles, 
and keeping him from purſuing his journey, is commonly 
called here 2wa#t cen beetje, or op a bit. 
on the roth, in our way from hence, we had the miſ- 
fortune to wander aſtray on horſeback till a conſiderable 
time after midnight. Being but lightly clad, we were al- 
moſt frozen to death, when we arrived at a farm near 
Slangen-rivier ; where, however, we had like to have waited 
in the open air till the morning, as the miſtreſs of the 
houſe, who was left at home with her female ſlave only, 
did not much care (without taking a long time to conſider of 
the matter) to give houſe-room to travellers ſo. totally un- 
known to her as we were. Indeed, it was only by the 
barking of the dogs, that we had been enabled to diſcover 
this farm in the dark. The next morning we had the 
pleaſure to ſee, that our Hottentots were. arrived with the 
waggon at the diftance of a couple of gun-ſhots from the 
farm, and were taking the oxen out of the team on a 
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plain near a croſs road. They gave us to underſtand, that 
they had got thither ſome time after us, by a different by- Gu 
road. The country round about was extremely dry and 
arid, and ſcarcely a vernal bloſſom was to be ſeen. The 
reaſon of this was, the univerſal want of rain, which was 


every where complained of that ſpring. At this place 
there had been no rain for ſeveral days before; and yet 


the trees in Groot Yaders-bo/ch had, as foreſts uſually do, 


attracted vapour from the dee and rain ſufficient to 
water them. 


This day I had no ſmall Ne in ſeeing, any the firſt. 


time, ſome Hottentots riding their oxen. They rode pretty 


hard over hills and dales; and my hoſteſs. told me, that if 
I was there when they came back, I ſhould ſee them gal- 


loping neck or nothing; as they were then going to drink 


out ſeveral wagers at a neighbour's of hers, a farmer, who. 


ſhe ſaid, had fo little conſcience, as for the ſake of a very 


trifling gain, to lead the poor pagans, by means of his. 


brandy, into riot, intemperance, and exceſſes of all kinds, 
She moreover gave the Hottentots the character of uſing 


the brute creation, and particularly the oxen they rode, 
very cruelly. Beſide this inſtance, I have ſeen ſeveral 


others, which confirmed this remark of her's; but am apt 
to believe it applies beſt to ſuch of them as have, in a great 


meaſure, departed from their original ſimplicity, in conſe- 


quence. of their intercourſe with the Chriſtians. 

The ſaddle-oxen muſt be tamed and broke in while: 
they are calves. For this purpoſe, a hole is bored through 
the griſtle of the noſe, large enough to hold a wooden pin, 
to both ends of which the rope is faſtened, that ſerves. 
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by way of bit and bridle to guide the animal with. The 


N ſaddle conſiſts of a ſheep-ſkin folded up together, and 


faſtened by a rope round the fore part of the ox's body. 
Theſe oxen are by the coloniſts called pack-oxen, they 
being alſo uſed for carrying packs and burthens: the name 
is likewiſe very ſuitable to them on another account, which 
18, that the Hottentots very frequently ride, ſeveral of them 
together, upon one ox. There is an order of government, 
which ordains that no Hottentot ſhall be in pofleſhon of a 


horſe ; in conſequence of which, it is ſaid, that a Hotten- 
tot, who was very fond of hunting, trained one of his pack- 


oxen to run with ſuch ſpeed, as to be able to hunt elks 
-with it, and abſolutely run them down. In general, the 
Way that the Hottentots have of eluding this prohibition, 


is to paſs their horſes off for borrowed, which in fact they 
have bought at a high price, or got in the way of barter, 


or elſe to pretend to have them for ſale on ſome Chriſtian's 


account. Another law of government prohibits all Chriſ- 


tians, under pain of being whipped and branded, to buy, 
or otherwiſe acquire the poſſeſſion of, any animal belonging 


to a Hottentot. The reaſon of this is, that government 


having uſe for theſe animals itſelf, chuſes to have the 
benefit of this kind of traffic: the Hottentots, for a bottle 


of brandy and a roll of tobacco a foot or two long, 


with about a quarter of a rixdollar's worth of ſmall copper 


beads, generally ſelling a ſpare ox, worth at leaſt 
five or ſix rixdollars. What makes them content with 


ſo low a price is, that the factor for government (who 


is generally the corporal in Riet Valley) is their only chap- 


man; and befides Sives them to underſtand, that this 
traffic 
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traffic is a kind of tax, which is laid every third year BR 

on the Hottentot nation. The irreſiſtible attractions f 

brandy, likewiſe, do not a little contribute on this occa- 

YH fion, to induce the obſtinate and nnn Hottentot to 

1 part with his property. 

1 About noon we went to pay a viſit to the community of 
Hottentots aſſembled. oh this ſpot, who received us very 
friendly, and invited us to drink ſome of their fack-milk ; 8 
Mrs I believe, nobody could have taſted, that had 
3 | en as thirſty, and at the ſame time as curious as 

We ſaw then our greaſy, (though poſſibly happy) 
3 8 open a leathern bag, that would hold about ſix 
gallons, and which was made of an undreſſed calf's-ſkin 
taken off entire, with the hairy fide turned inwards, in 
the manner I mentioned above on another occaſion, and 
at the ſame time lade fome milk out of it with a wooden 

ladle, the only one they had, and which, though it 

was what we drank out of, the dirtieſt kitchen-wench. 

in Sweden would have been perfectly aſhamed of. But we 
were told, that ſweet milk was unwholeſome, and that 
therefore they always mixed it with the clouted milk in 
the leathern bag. They hkewiſe aſſured us, that all this 
milk, thus mixed every day with freſh, to ſupply the 
place of what had been uſed, might be kept for many 
weeks as good as ever, without their having the leaſt oc-- 
caſion to give themſelves the trouble of looking after it, 
or of cleaning the bag in which it was kept. The taſte of oy 
it reſembled that of a ſyllabub. By way of acknowledg- = 

mant, . our hoſts a roll of tobacco about ſix inches x 

long, 
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PP, 1. long, which they ſeemed to o conſider as a es magnificent 
rs pr N f | 
A few gun-ſhots d Rete Was 1 an e 
vg hut of a conic form. We were told, that in it there 
lived the Hottentot-Captain RUNDGANGER. I then aſked 
my hoſt, whether he belonged to the Captain's company, or 
was under his command? To which he anſwered, with a 
fly ſarcaſtic ſmile, that the command of a Hottentot Cap- 
tain extended no farther than to his wife and children; and 
that, in fact, he might with equal propriety be called Ma- 
Jor, or what elſe you pleaſe. Captain, ſays he, is merely 
an empty title, formerly beſtowed by the regency at the 
Cape on ſome princes and patriarchs of the Hottentots, and 
particularly on ſuch, as had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
their fidelity to their allies, by betraying their countrymen, 
or by performing ſome other remarkable ſervice. They 
have likewiſe had a Dutch ſurname; together with a com- 
mander's ſtaff, beſtowed upon them; and both theſe, like 
letters patent of nobility, have afterwards deſcended in the 
way of inheritance to their ſons. On the other hand, it 
is required of the Captain, that he ſhall be a ſpy on the 
other Hottentots; and when ſearch is made after a deſerter, 
he is inveſted by the regency at the Cape with the chief 


authority, and conſequently trouble, throughout the whole 
of the buſmefss.. 3 
On the receipt of this information, which fince has been I 
confirmed to me by ſeveral others, we haſtened hence, in or: 


der to pay our reſpects to a man of ſo ancient and princely 
a family as RUNDGANGER, The patriarch was at that tine 
| ſitung 


CAPE or G600D HOPE. 24 
fitting and ſunning himſelf before the door of his 1 tent, and F 1775. 
eptember. 
in this poſture waited till we came up to him, in order to 
receive us. He was ſomewhat above forty years of age, 
and of ſuch an embonpoint, as I never ſaw before nor ſince 
in one of his nation. This was in all probability occaſioned 
by his great ſuperiority of wealth in the article of cattle, 
by which means he could live better than another, and 
at the ſame time lead a more indolent life, void of care and 
anxiety. By means of a little tobacco, and other trifling 
civilities, ſhewn apropos to this illuſtrious family, we in 
a manner gained his confidence. He could not forbear 
(though with ſome degree of caution and in gentle terms) 
making complaints of the Dutch, as unjuſt invaders of the 
Hottentots territories. For want of ſtrength and power, (he 
{a1d) theſe latter were now no longer in a condition to with- 
ſtand their encroachments ; almoſt every day ſome Hottentot 
or other being obliged to remove with his cattle, whenever 
the paſture he was in poſſeſſion of, happened to ſuit a co- 
loniſt. The Hottentot Captains had, indeed, formerly, 
been left undiſturbed in their poſſeſſions; but now they 
had likewiſe elbowed -him, though a Captain, out of a 
more eligible ſituation ; and even began to grudge him 
the meagre and parched fields he was in poſſeſſion of 
nearer the ſea-ſhore ; notwithſtanding that they were ex- 
tremely dangerous for ſheep and cattle, both on account 
of the e of the ſituation, and its being expoſed 
to the incurſions of wild beaſts. He likewiſe complained 
of his own countrymen, that now they could ſeldom agree - 
among themſelves, and were all particularly envious of 
him; ſo that he could not venture to {ell a ſupernumerary 
Vo Et I i OX 
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ox to a farmer, for fear leſt his own people and kindred 


ſhould tell tales of him to the landroſt of Zwellendam. 
I had before this heard it ſaid, that, among the Hottentots, 
the youngeſt ſon was the principal, and, I had almoſt ſaid, 
the ſole heir. Captain RUNDGANGER actually confirmed 
to me the reality of this very peculiar law, informing me, 


that all his cattle, together with his title of Captain and 
his ſtaff, would, after his death, fall to the ſhare of his 


youngeſt ſon. As I was curious to ſee the enſign of his 
authority, or rather of his vaſſalage, I mean his Captain's 
ſtaff, he ſhewed me the cane he had in his hand, which 
was a ſhort and very plain Indian (or, as it is generally 
called, Spaniſh) bamboo, with a very indifferent copper head 
three inches long, which cane he was bound always to 
carry about him. I have mentioned before, that RuND- 
GANGER's hut ſeemed of an unuſual ſize; in fact, it was 
three or four times larger than common, and ſo roomy as 
to allow of a bedchamber and wardrobe being parted off 
from it by means of mats. With reſpect to the building, 


it was compoſed of poles, placed ſo as to meet in a point at 


top, and afterwards covered with ſtraw, ſo that altogether 
it had the ſhape of a cone. It is probable, that the title 


of Captain, hereditary in the RUNDGANGER family, had 


= ſome meaſure given them the idea of thus buildin g their 
huts in a more poliſhed and civilized ſtyle than the reſt of 


their countrymen ; and I think it cannot be denied, but 


that a certain degree of ambition is abſolutely requiſite 
in the Hottentot people, in order to convert their cra/s 
into more poliſhed and laborious communities; in like 
— as this ſame paſſion, on the other hand, may be 

amy 


r 
8 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 
carried to ſuch a height in civilized nations, as to make 
them degenerate again into their priſtine inaCtivity and 
ſloth, and produce all the evils naturally conſequent. on 
ſuch an alteration of manners. | 
Henceforward it would be too tedious and profix; and 
indeed unneceffary, to give an account of every day ſepa- 
rately, juſt as I wrote it down in my journal: as by that 
means, remarks not diſſimilar to the preceding might 
chance to occur very frequently. From what has been 
already deſcribed, it will perhaps eaſily be imagined, that 
our expedition conſiſted for the greater part of daily vexa- 
tions, anxiety, and difficulties, very moderate pleaſures, 


and trifling diſcoveries, the relation of which would by no 


means intereſt the generality of readers. I ſhall therefore 
make ſeparate mention of certain days onl y, throwing all 
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together, in a promiſcuous manner, ſuch occurrences as 


& 


happened on the reſt. 

We continued our route, paſſing over Duyvenboeks-rivier, 
and taking the upper road through Kaferhuyls-rivier, and 
ſo on through Gawurits-rivier. From thence through a 
green vale, called Hoying-klip (Honey-rock); from this 


place to and from Mogz/-bay, then over Klein and Groot 


Brak-riviers into Houtniquas land, as far as 1s indicated * 
the dots on the map. 

Perhaps it may not be abſolutely without uſe to remark 
in this place, that at Duyvenboeks-rivier we firſt ſaw the 


dorn boom, or tree called mimoſa nilotica, which produces 


the gum arabic. The river juſt mentioned is deep, and 
has rather a ſtrong current. Profeſſor THUNBERG (it is ſaid) 
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in riding over it, miſſed the ſhalloweſt part, and was in 
PE of being drowned. 

Drooge and Natze (dry and wet) riviers were now both 
dried up. Kaferkuyls- or Palmit-rivier, was till tolerably 
broad at the upper ford, and overgrown with palmites. 
The water, indeed, was dried up in moſt places; but, on 
the other hand, our oxen were obliged to drag the waggon 
through a maſs of mud, that reached up to their bellies; 


and we ſhould certainly, with our ordinary equipment, 


have ſtuck faſt in it, if a farmer had not lent us his S 
flave to drive the waggon over. This fellow had ſuch an 
incomparable knack of whipping the oxen up without in- 


termiſſion, that they had not the leaſt opportunity to flinch. 


from the buſineſs. 


Yalſche-rivier (i. e. Falſe-river) is an inſignificant fiream ; : 
but the great quantity of butter-milk, which- the farmer 
dwelling on its banks threw out here by pail-fulls, made a 


ſtream of ſome importance, notwithſtanding that five or ſix 
large dogs had previoully drank their {will of it, not to 


mention what had been conſumed in the family. The 


farmer at this place was one of the greater farmers called 
graziers, whoſe whole income depended on grazing cattle. 


The milk was collected together from the milkings of two, 


three, or more days, and kept in a tub till they had an 
opportunity of churning it; which they ufually did every 
other or every third day, at leaſt part of it, in a veſſel that 
would contain between one and two hogſheads. The churn- 
ſtaff was raiſed and wrought by no leſs. than two, and ſome-- 


times four. people, in the. lame. Way: as the handle of a 
common pump. 


In 
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In this colony the people are neither notable enou gh, nor 1775: 
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indeed is it much worth their while, to preſs out all the but- Ch 
ter, which might be ſeparated from their milk, as they do 
with us; on which account, likewiſe, 1 always found their 
butter-milk greaſy and rank in compariſon with ours. 

Hardly: any body here- troubles himſelf with fatting | 
hogs, and this 1s the reaſon that they are ſo laviſh of their : 
butter-milk. Thoſe farmers who have a tolerable. ſhare 
of paſture ground and cattle, make from one thouſand eight 
hundred to three thouſand five hundred pounds of butter 

in a year. This quantity is carried to the Cape in one or. 
two journies, and is ſold at the 1 rate of from three to fix 
ſtivers a pound. 

The town s-people, that bby up this bile: ſell the: 

greater part of it again to the ſhips, at a profit of from. 
twenty to one hundred per cent. The more wealthy farmers 
derive this farther advantage from their grazing farms, that 
every other, or every third year, they can diſpoſe of eight 
or ten oxen, ſome to the butchers, others to the people that 
carry wood between the town and ſhore, and others again 
to other farmers that live nearer to the Cape; and having 
leſs room for grazing cattle, and a readier vent for their 
wine and meal, ſubſift entirely by cultivating the earth. 
Theſe graziers, likewiſe, derive an income more or leſs 
conſiderable from the ſale of weathers. A number of 
theſe, from twenty to one hundred, they diſpoſe of yearly, - 
at the rate of from ſix ſchellings to a dollar the head, 
| Dutch. money. With all this, the vender needs not to ſtir 
out of his own houſe; as the butchers men go about, 


| buying them up, and afterwards drive them in flocks con- 
fiſting | 
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4 ſiſting of ſeveral hundreds, and ſometimes even thouſands, 
| to the ſlaughter-houſes at the Cape, about the times when 
the fleets are chiefly expected. A great number of the 
peaſants i in this country are termed grazing farmers or gra- 
ziers, the chief, and ſometimes the whole of their income, 
deypending on their breeding of ſheep. One of theſe gra- 
ziers will, perhaps, be maſter of one, two, or even three 
thouſand ſheep at a time. This is no unuſual circumſtance, 
particularly in the very dry parched plains in this country ; 
ſuch as the Camdebo, i Rogge- and Bokke-velden, (fields or 
_ plains) the great Carrows, &c. all which, taken together, 
and including ſeveral ſmaller tracts of land, are, from their 
qualities, diſtinguiſhed by the coloniſts by the name of 


Carrow-veld. 
Of theſe tracts of land, as well as of thoſe called by the 1 
coloniſts Zuure and Zoete, it may be neceſſary here to give : 


a more accurate deſcription. The Carrows-fields, (taking the 

word in its moſt extenſive ſignification) are horridly parched ME 
up and arid. In theſe parts, during the whole ſummer, 9 
or the warmer part of the year, there hardly falls a drop 1 
of rain. The ground is as dry and bare of graſs as a high 
road; and the ſhrubs on it are, to all appearance at leaſt, 
dried up, and in a languiſhing ſtate. The earth, which at 
moſt times bears an arid meagre appearance, and at this time 
particularly, is, in the manner juſt mentioned, diveſted of 
all its lively verdure, looks naked, and being withal full of 
dlefts and chinks in different places, ſeems quite languiſh- 

ing with drought and thirſt, Lofty and barren moun- 

| tains of granite, frequently to all appearance rich in iron 
ore, ſurround theſe lands on all ſides. The fun too 
1 | ſcorches 
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| ſeorches the traveller up with its reflected rays, and the, 1 
5 ground almoſt burns him through the ſoles of his ſhoes, Www 
In a ſhort time totally relaxed, enervated and weak, he 
finds himſelf bathed in ſweat, and at the ſame time as 
thirſty as the objects by which he is ſurrounded ; whilſt he 
is ſatiated even to diſguſt with viewing the ee of 
the vegetable kingdom, and the reflections which ſuch a 
ſight tends to inſpire. In winter, or the colder ſeaſon, on 
the other hand, there falls on the Carrow-velden a great 
quantity of rain, while the thunder daily and even hourly 
rolls with loud tremendous peals in the ſurrounding moun- 
tains. The clouds, which during this are collected almoſt 
inſtantaneouſly, fall down again in heavy ſhowers, that 
deluge both the hills and the plains. The earth, by this 
means refreſhed, quickly receives the ſeeds and roots com- 
mitted to its care, and particularly the ſucculent plants, 
which in a peculiar. manner delight in this kind of ſoil. 
Upon this they ſoon become verdant, and throw out their 
tender bloſſoms, clothing the ground with a ſummer garb, 
in the very. depth of winter, in all the oe of magnifi- 
cence and beauty. 
The ſucculent plants with which Flora at this time "OY 
decks herſelf, while ſhe ſeems to deviate from the regular 
order of the ſeaſons, are chiefly the following : ſeveral - 
ſorts of meſembryanthemums, which grow in cluſters, with 
white, red, blue, but moſtly yellow flowers ; craſſulas - 
with red flowers; beſides various ſpecies - of e 
Hapelias, and euphorbias. 
All theſe, Nay, the 1 very tops of the euphorbias are eaten 


by the ſheep, which SHER. SHOW extremely fat upon them; 
Duty 
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but, as in ſurnmer they have nothing elle to ſupport Mem- 
ſelves with, they content themſelves with browzing on the 
ſhrubs and buſhes ; and notwithſtanding this, do not by any 
means fare ill. The larger kinds of cattle cannot make ſo 
good a ſhift with mere ſhrubs, but are obli ged' to ſeek for 
reeds and other green vegetables! in the rivers; for which 

reaſon, when the inhabitants of the Carrow live in ſituations | 
convenient for it, they remove in the ſummer up to the ridges 
of mountains and hills, where they find the ufual ſummer 
climate, with rain at intervals, plenty of graſs, and cool 
refreſhing breezes. In the winter, it is Taid both to hail 
and ſhow on divers of the mountains; on which account 
the coloniſts leave them at that time, in order to enjoy in 
the Carrow, or lower ſituations, the benefit of a mild winter, 
accompanied with rain and a delightful verdure, as I have 
deſcribed it above. Allured by the ſame advantages, the 
wild harts or gazels likewiſe come down into the plains, 
and are followed by the beaſts of prey. To the different 
forts of corn the Carrow climate is ſo far unfavourable, 
that -in caſe they are ſowed in the winter or the rainy 


ſeaſon, they are (as I have been informed by the inhabi- 


tants, who have made many attempts of the kind) apt to 
be rotted by the too great abundance of water; and if 
put into the ground in ſummer, they cannot ſpring up 
on account of the great drought. Notwithſtanding all 
theſe natural diſadvantages, however, to the honour of the 


forecaſt and diligence of man in a ſtate of civilization be 


it ſpoken, one very frequently ſees, even in the parched 
and dry Carrow Plains, fields of corn, kitchen-gardens, 
and vineyards, verdant and flouriſhing in the higheſt de- 


= | gree; 
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| | gree ; white the wild plants around them die, or languiſh , 775: 


Septe 3 I 
with drought. This remarkable appearance proceeds eptember 


from the water being brought down at pleaſure from the 
neareſt mountains, and carried all over their fields and 
plantations. ; 
What are termed by the coloniſts the Zuure-velden, or 
Sour-fields, are ſuch as lie ſomewhat higher and cooler 
than the ſhore, and thus are. better ſupplied with rain than 
the other plains; which, however, abound more in graſs. 
The different ſorts of graſs here are likewiſe perennial, and 
coarſer than thoſe of the former; at the fame time that 
their blades have a hairy ed in them, and are 
broader. The cattle in theſe tracts of country are ſome- 
what given to chew unwholeſome ſubſtances, ſuch as thongs 
of leather, chalk, and bones; and are even accuſtomed, in 
default of every thing elſe of the kind, to gnaw each others 
horns. This circumſtance, which ſeems to denote an acid / 
in the ſtomach of the cattle, may, probably, have given 
occaſion. to the appellation beſtowed on theſe plains. Some 
of the Caffre plains are ſaid likewiſe to poſſeſs this acid 
quality in ſo high a degree, as to occaſion the cattle at 
night, when ſhut up in their ſtalls, to gnaw each other's 
horns, by which means their horns have the appearance 
of carved work ; a circumſtance which ought, therefore, 
by no means to be aſcribed, as it has been, ' ſolely to the 
ingenuity and manual operations of the Caffre herdſ- 
men. : 
_ To conclude, with reſpect to the Zuure-velden it is re- 
marked by the coloniſts, that there is leſs milk in propor- 
tion, but more as well as better butter than in the Zoete- > 
Yor: . „„ e 


250 
1775. 


September. 
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the Zoete plains; and as Zuure again are Honing-klip, 


Caffre-land. 


of land to the other. The conſtant and unequivocal expe- 


tots, in ſome meaſure, keep up to their original ſtandard ; 


[nearer to the Cape, and therefore have been longer inha- 
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velden, 500 in theſe latter places the cattle get fatter, 
By the Sweet-felds (Zoete-velden) are meant ſuch places as 
do not correſpond to the deſcriptions given above of the 
Zire and Carrow-veld. Such ſpots as are low, rather 
ſandy, and lie near the ſhore, are given as inſtances of 


Houtniquas-land, and the greater Phy of Lange- -Kloof and 


For the purpoſe of bleeding ſheep, the Carrow is con- 
ſidered as the beſt land, and the Zuwure-velden the leaſt, if at 
all, fit. For cattle it has been found to anſwer better, when 
they could be removed off and on from one of theſe kinds 


rience of the coloniſts, with regard to this point, agrees with 
the reſult of the practice of the Hottentots; though this, in 
fact, has its origin almoſt entirely in prejudice; for as ſoon 
as any of them, or of their cattle, fall fick and die, or any 
other misfortune happens to, or even only threatens them, 
they immediately remove their ſtation. This, perhaps, 
is one of the principal cauſes that the cattle of the Hotten- 


whilſt, on the contrary, thoſe of the Chriſtians degenerate 
to a ſmaller race; and that chiefly in thoſe parts which lie 


bited and cultivated. 


It has likewiſe been remarked, beyond a ſhadow of 
doubt, that ſuch places as before abounded in graſs, and 
were very fertile in corn and the produce of the kitchen- 
garden, are now fallen off confiderably ; ſo that it is feared, 
that they muſt in a ſhort time be given up. The rhinoceros- 

buſh 
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buſh (a ſpecies of Hoelle) a dry ſhrub, which is otherwiſe 


uſed to thrive on barren tracts of land, now begins to * 


encroach more and more on ſuch Places as have been 
thoroughly cleared and cultivated. When I aſked the 
country people the reaſon of this, they would lay the 


blame on their ſins. Their conſciences, probably, inform- 


ed them, that there was great reaſon for ſo doing. One 
of their ſins which moſt merited this puniſhment, as 
having contributed moſt to the evil, might, in this caſe, 
be reckoned their want of knowing how to dreſs properly 
the ſoil they occupied, and to manage it to the beſt ad- 


vantage. As grounds that are newly broken up are, in 


every country, and in all parts of the world, more fertile 
than they can be expected to be after ſome time, it is no 
wonder, that the lands in Africa at preſent require more 
dreſſing and manuring than the coloniſts think proper to 


beſtow on them ; but which 1s abſolutely neceflary, in 


order to keep them up in that degree of heart and ſtrength 
which they have before, during a period of many ages, 
Had time to acquire. 


In direct contradiction to the cuſtom and example of the: 
original inhabitants the Hottentots, - the coloniſts turn their 


cattle out conſtantly into the ſame fields, and that too in 
a much greater quantity than uſed to graze there in the time 
of the Hottentots ; as they keep not only a number ſuffi- 
cient for their own uſe, but likewiſe enough to ſupply the 
more plentiful tables of the numerous inhabitants of Cape 
Town, as well as for the victualling of the ſhips in their 


paſſage to and from the Eaſt-Indies with freſh, and even 
with ſalted proviſions. In conſequence of the fields being 
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thus continually grazed off, and the great increaſe of the 


(CD) cattle feeding on them, the graffes and herbs which theſe 


animals moſt covet are prevented continually more and 
more from thriving and taking root; while, on the con- 
trary, the rhinoceros-buſh, which the cattle always paſs by 


and leave untouched, is ſuffered to take root free and un- 


moleſted, and encroach on the place of others: ſo that this 
ought to appear the leſs ſtrange to the coloniſts, as this 


puniſhment for their ſins (as they call the hinoceros-buſn,) 


2 together with ſeveral other dry barren ſhrubs and buſhes, i is 
found in greater abundance than any where elſe near their 


farms, the place where the cattle are chiefly uſed to feed. 


Notwithſtanding theſe inconveniencies, the coloniſts remain 


immoveable in their ſtone and brick houſes, and attached 
to the ſoil; while, on the contrary, the Hottentots (and this 
was particularly the caſe in former times) on the leaſt panic 
remove their huts and cattle to another place, ſo that the 


graſs is no where eaten off too cloſe. Together with this 


diminution of paſturage, there is another circumſtance 


which contributes not a little to the degeneracy of the breed 
of the cattle here; this is, that the calves, on account of 
the great quantity of butter made, (which never was the 
caſe with the Hottentots) are reared with leſs milk than 


formerly. In the mean time, if they go on in this man- 


ner, the preſage of the country people may chance to prove 


true, viz. that many ſpots which are now inhabited and 
cultivated, muſt be relinquiſhed and ſuffered to lie waſte. 
But it may likewiſe happen, that time and reſt may at 
length reſtore to the ſoil the heart and ſtrength, which the 


coloniſts have deprived it of; and that the graſs and herbage, 
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and buſhes, and, by undergoing a kind of putrefaction, N 


have made themſelves a ſoil more fertile and better adapted 


to their nature, may in their turn, have an opportunity of 
extruding theſe latter. It is alſo not improbable, that the 


game, finding more ſecurity from the ſportſmen here than 


formerly, may reſort hither in great numbers: and it is 


well known, that in feeding they make a more equal divi- 
ſion between the graſs and buſhes than the ordinary cattle 


do; nay, it may happen, that the gazels dung and other 
accidental circumſtances, which people here have neglected 
to make trial of, may come to extirpate the rhinoceros-buſh 


in its turn. The animals which occur only in Africa are, 


in my opinion, as much deſigned for the plants peculiar 
to this climate, as the plants are for the animals. The 
rein- deer, for inſtance, an animal deſtined by nature for 
the climate of Lapland, and for the moſs with which it is 
covered, by botaniſts called lichen rangiferinus, (or rein-deer 
| liverwort) is in that place domeſticated with the greateſt 
advantage; where, however, oxen would thrive very ill. 
The /, another of nature's kind preſents to our climate, 
was formerly conſidered as a fit ſubject for the chaſe only, 


(which, in fact, was the chief employment of moſt na- 
tions, and even of the moſt ſavage) till our more conſi- 
derate countrymen and truly zealous patriots, the Barons 


ALSTROEMMER, by propoſing premiums and by other 
methods, endeavoured to make this ſtately, ſtrong, and 
ſwift-footed animal likewiſe domeſtic, and thereby more 
ſerviceable to the country it inhabits. Induced by theſe 


examples, the African coloniſts ought to take it into ſerious 
conſideration, 
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PR 4 EY conſideration, whether by extirpating the game, they are 
— not in reality laying waſte CRE hae 6 and rendering it 
1 1 a mere deſert. 


extirpate all the rhinoceros-buſhes on his lands by fire, but 


ever; ſo that, as well with reſpect to the effects of the 
induſtry of man as to the more immediate operations of 
nature, it is not at all unlikely, that future ages may ſee 
this part of Africa entirely changed and different from What 
it is at preſent. | 
. Gaurits-rivier is likewiſe called Gonds-rivier, probably, 
from the reſemblance in ſound between theſe two words; 
or elſe from the latter word being more eaſy to pronounce, 
and not with any reference to god, to which it might 
otherwiſe ſeem to allude. This river, which, farther to 


the moſt conſiderable in this part of Africa : and though 
it was at that time in a great meaſure dried up, there was 
yet a ſtrong current, and it was dangerous to ford over, as 
it was not only very broad and pretty deep at the fording- 


have been badly off, if we had not ortümstely happened 
to have been told of it in good time. 


The banks of the river were extremely high and quite 


ſage was. The water ſometimes ſwells ſo ſuddenly and 
unexpectedly as to come unawares upon travellers, even 
while they are paſſing over it, and either drown them or 
carry them out to ſea. A peaſant, who ſome time before 


It is ſaid, that a farmer once attempted t to deſtroy and 


that they afterwards grew up again more vigorous than 


the northward, is likewiſe called O/ifan?'s-rivier, is one of 


place, but made a particular bend there; ſo that we ſhould _ 


perpendicular, excepting juſt at the place where the paſ- 


made 


_ 


SY 
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made a halt at night near the ford of this river, had, by: cn. 5 

an unexpected flooding, been waſhed away and loſt, with "IM 
his wife and children, _ the 9 in which they 0 


J -—# —— — 


were ſleeping. 
The cauſe of theſe ſudden Wh is partly ks haſty 
melting of the ſnow on the various high mountains which 
lie to the northwards, and partly the falling of heavy rains 
in the extenſive Carrow-field, lying to the north of this 
ſpot; in which plain O#fan?s or Gaurits-rivier, by means 
of divers ſmall branches, has its ſource, as is partly Wen 
in the map. | 
Going from Gaurits-rivier, and afterwards from Honing- 
Flip, which is a narrow vale, we kept to the right, in order 
to get to Moel-bay, and ſo over the Brat rivers to the Hout- 
niquas foreſts; we having been particularly adviſed not to 
go as yet to Lange-Rloof, as, on account of a great drought 9 
and deficiency of rain then ſubſiſting in thoſe parts, our : Bb 
cattle would run the riſk of being famiſhed. by 
The Brak rivers have got this appellation from the 
quality of their waters, which are brackiſh or ſaltiſh, in 
conſequence of the ſea coming up into them, and occaſion- 
ing in the cattle which are not uſed to them a troubleſome 
diarrhoea. Of this circumſtance I was ignorant, and con- 
ſequently my oxen were attacked with this complaint ; by 
which they were ſo much debilitated, that I was obliged 
to leave my waggon on a hill, till a peaſant in Houtniquas 
drove thither with a team of his oxen to bring it off. 
Juſt below the farm that lies to the weſtward of little 
Brak-rivier, and is called Geelbeks-valley, there is a tract of 
about two-thirds of an acre of land, which 1 is always bare of 
plants, 
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„ Plants, and in part covered, with a hoar froſt. This Was 


8 miſtaken by the coloniſts for ſaltpetre, but was, in fact, 


nothing more than fine ſea-ſalt. When this kind of hoar 


froſt appeared in greater abundance than common, the 
neighbouring inhabitants looked on it as a certain gn of 


an impending fall of weather. 


I viſited Mogz/-bay on horſeback. This 1 though 

it lies rather open to the eaſterly winds, and is not re- 
ſorted to by ſhips, except in caſes of extreme neceſſity, 

might, however, in many reſpects prove very uſeful, were 


it better known. 
On a ſtone hereabouts is engraved an infoiption as fol- 


lows: Captain SWENFINGER, of the Daniſh ſhip the Kron- 
Prinſeſs, 1752. The inhabitants informed us, that the 


ſhip here alluded to had been driven in there by a ſtorm 
and run aground; and that ſome of the ſailors having 
ſwam aſhore and got a couple of lines, by means of them 
a ſtout rope had been ſtretched from the ſhip's maſt to the 


ſhore; upon this, which thus had a ſloping direction given 
to it, a large metal ring was hung, to which every one of 


the crew ſeparately was tied faſt, and ſlid on ſhore one 
after the other, when 'the ring was immediately brought 
back again to the ſhip by means of a line. When the ſtorm 
was over, part of the lading was ſaved, and taken to the 


Cape in waggons. The country people who lived neareſt 


the ſpot aſſured me, that ſhips would frequently traverſe at 
the mouth of the harbour, as though they were in ſearch 


of the port, but could not rightly tell where to look for it. 


One in particular, was ſaid to have fired ſeveral guns as 
ſignals of diſtreſs, without venturing to enter it, The 
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reaſon of this was ſuppoſed to be, that the place is eaſily 827755 


miſtaken, as from the charts people are induced to look 8 
for an iſland here; which, however, is, in fact, nothing 
more than a low inconſiderable rock, which at flood lies. 
for the greater part under water, and muſt neceſſarily ap- 
pear to the ſhips that are running into it as if it was joined 
to the land; and, indeed, it was partly this circumſtance: 
that was the occaſion of Captain SWENFINGER'S misfortune. 
In fine, it is ſaid, that on the whole coaſt between Falſe- 
bay ard Maſſel- bay there is no anchorage to be found. In fact, 
it ſeems as if government wiſhed to keep navigators in ſome 
degree in the dark with reſpect to H,, as a pole with a 
flag on it, together with a ſtore-houſe, which the captain” 
A of the Daniſh veſſel had erected there, were taken down 
9 and deſtroyed immediately after his departure from the 
1 place; and at the ſame time, all buildings prokibited' 
within fight of the harbour. This conduct is certainly 
not founded on the ſoundeſt policy; for a more ac-- 
curate knowledge of Mqſſel-bay, may be the future means 
of ſaving ſome veſſel, which may by ſtreſs of weather be 
forced to run into it. Being convinced of this from divers 
conſiderations, and no one having given any deſcription (at 
leaſt in print) of this harbour, I think it my duty, till 
farther information is given on this ſubje&; to communi- 
cate the reſult of my obſervations, however imperfect, 
upon it. There was not a boat to be found in the bay, 
therefore I cannot give the ſoundings. By means of the 
compaſs I had brought with me, I traced out the ſhore 
here, having inveſtigated it, partly on foot and partly on 
horſeback, as far as is indicated by the dots in the map. 
The Danes who ran aground here aſſured the inhabitants, 
. = LI that 
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that there was a good ſandy bottom for anchorage; and 


that the ſmall creek or inlet to the louth-waſt,, had depth 
of water ſufficient to contain, a ſhi f. 

Fon the purpoſe of getting acquainted with the . 
bour, ſuppoſing the reader to have acquired a previous 
knowledge of the latitude, and to have compared it with 


the ſmall portion that I have Pricked down on my map, it 
may likewiſe be of uſe to him to be informed, that the: 
north, or north-weſt ſhore,, is without any rocks or ſtones, 


being compoſed of verdant hills covered with ſhrubs and 
buſhes, excepting juſt at each of the ſpots, where Heert: 
and: Kleine Brak. rivers: empty themſelves; the ſand there- 
abouts. having been raiſed: up to ſome height by: the-ſea- 
winds, ſo as to have encroached on the verdure of the 
proſpect. The ſouth-weſt, ſhore, on the contrary, is very 
ſony. and mountainous; though juſt at the water-fide it is 
low, excepting at one place, Which, at a very ſmall diſtance 


from the water, appears with a klip-krans, as it is called, 


or a rocky hill flat on the top, and Perpendicular on the 
ſide towards the ſea, "pg 

It, is, probably, not difficult to land here with boats 
in fair weather; but at this time, the bay was greatly agi- 
tated by a wind from the ſea; and the height of the 
water, w which continued even in the afternoon, prevented us 


from catching. oyſters, which, we were informed, might 


otherwiſe have been met with at this place. Watering muſt: 


be a very tedious and laborious. buſineſs, as things are ſituated 


here at preſent; for there is only one very inconſiderable 
rill of freſh water here, which runs down into the above- 


mentioned inlet, where the anchorm S: Place is; but at the 
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1 | e of a few ſtones throw from the ſtrand, is the well - ons; 
z | embder. 


ſpring itſelf, of ſuch a width and depth, as to give one wow) 
reafon to ſuppoſe, that. one might fill with eaſe a couple 
of hogſheads at a time with freſh, Clear, and. well-taſted 
water. By properly purifying this water, and making a: 
conduit for it, there might poſſibly be ſtill: an alteration. 
made for tne better. Indeed, I know many inſtances, where 
by digging a tolerably deep pit near a ſhore, particularly 
if it were ſandy, freſh water has been abſorbed into the 
pit and filled it. This likewiſe renders credible an account 
that I heard from ſome peaſants in Houtimquds, that being 
on a hunting party near the mouth of Brak-rivier, and 
being extremely thirſty, they were induced to make ar 
KF experiment, and ſtick a reed to the depth of a foot and 4 
= half into the ſand. near the level of the fea; when, con- 
. trary to their expectation, i in a ſhort time they were enabled 
to ſuck up through the reed a conſiderable quantity of 
2 fro and d well-taſted water. e 
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Juocumey through the Houtniquas. 


| Fai 


OUTNI UAS Land, which is a woody tract of 
country, is ſuppoſed to commence to the eaſtward 
of Groote Brak-rivier, and to extend to K eurebooms-rivier, 
which empties itſelf into Agoa-bay. To the northward 
this diſtrict is entirely ſeparated from Lange Roof, by a 
long and very high range of mountains, extending from 
eaſt to weſt. Along the ſide of theſe mountains runs a 
wood, to the trees, herbs, and general properties of which, 
the deſeription I gave of Groot Vaders Boſch is equally ap- 
Nn 

On the weſtern ſide of Keerom-rivier, or the hither ſide 
of Houtniquas, between the wood juſt ſpoken of and the 
ſea-ſhore, there are extenſive plains of indifferent graſs. 
There are likewiſe in the vales near the ſhore, ſome woody 
tracts of land and ſtreams of freſh water; ſo that two far- 
mers have lately made a new eee here, who will 
find no difficulty in getting their livelihood, in the ſame 
manner as the other farmers do, who have ſet themſelves 
down in the upper and more extenſive ſide of the foreſt, 


by felling of timber, and at the ſame time they may ſow 


COIL 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 1 
corn and rear cattle ſufficient to anſwer the demands of 1778. 
their families. The tract of country lying between Keerom 8 
and Kenrebooms-riviers, conſtitutes the internal part of 
Houtniquas, and is ſaid to be almoſt entirely covered with 
woods. This part I had no opportunity to viſit, and there- 
fore was obliged to be contented with putting down-on the 
map the farms and rivers as well as I could conceive them 
from an account, which, however, was not very accurate 
or diſtinct, given me by a farmer, who had travelled a 
good deal in that diſtrict, 8 
Keeromrivier (or Turnabout-river) i in which the maler 
4 rivers Zwart-rivier and Trakudiku meet, has obtained its 
I name from the circumſtance of the perſon who firſt travelled 
4 this way, having been obliged to turn back at this river, 
on account of the denſe and almoſt impenetrable foreſts 
that grew every where by the ſide of it. 
| Keurebooms-rivier is perhaps ſo called, after a tree of the 
ſame name (the /ophora capenſis, LINN.) On this kind of 
tree there is found a great quantity of gum, reſembling 
that of the cherry-tree, but not ſo adheſive. I have hardly 
ever ſeen a tree of this kind any where elſe, excepting a few 
at Bay Falſo and in Conſiantia diſtrict. 
Algoa-bay is ſaid not to have been once viſited by the 
ſhips, ſince Houtniquas has been inhabited and cultivated. 
It was thought, however, that the harbour was very fit 
for uſe, and convenient for procuring wood and water, of 
both which articles there is a great abundance. It is pretty 
much expoſed to the ſea-winds; though, on the other 
hand, the winds do not blow with ſuch violence here as 
at the Cape. 1 could get no farther oral information with 
reſ Peet 
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A VOYAGE ro THE 8 


reſpect to this harbour; ; but a deſcription of the coſt cet 
J have met with, ſays, that the weſt Point lies in Iat. 33 deg. 
55 min. and that from the outermoſt point à reef extends 


about a mile out; and that in the place, where the bay 
bends in two leagues to the weſt, ſhips may lie at anchor 


in good ground, well ſheltered from the north-eaſt, north- 


weſt, and ſouth Winds. There is, however, in this ſame 


deſcription an erroneous obſervation, vis. that no other 
than brackiſh or ſalt-water is to be got at My ofel-bay.. POR 
 Mlgoa-bay, which I have briefly mentioned above, I have ; 
been obliged to be content with laying down in my Map, 


merely in conſequence of ſome hints given by M. Apoll Hus 


BURTZy captain of a Swediſh Eaſt-Indiaman, on the autho- 
rity of ſome old chart. The deſcription of the coaſt before 
referred to, moreover mentions, that Algoa-bay is a deep 
inlet, where there is abundance of wood and freſh water; 
and alſo that in ſailing into it, one finds from enty ür 
to ten fathom of water, with a reef extending a league into 
the ſea; which, however, if there be occafion for it, may 
be avoided, by running round to the north of it. 
Inaſmuch as the bays above-mentioned (ſetting aſide 
another in Krakekamma) ſeem very well adapted for uſe, 
at. leaſt for that of ſmall craft, the ſhipping and naviga- 
tion between them and the Cape See, to be 8 5 con- 
ſiderable. 


However exten ſive the colony i is, yet it cannot be con- 


fidered at preſent in any other light than that of a propor- 


tionably large but weakly and conſumptive body, in which 
the circulation of trade is very flow and ſluggiſh; as between 


the more diftant members and the heart, or the internal 


Provinces 


Provinces and the Cape, there is only once a year a circu- 975 aber 
lation of commodities, by means of the ordinary waggons; e 
but if this body, thus half ſtifled as it were, had air given 
to it, by opening all the harbours, trade, manufactures, 
and. agriculture would doubtleſs have new life infuſed into 
them. A farmer; for inſtance, has a hundred uurs* hard 
driving to get his timber from Mogz/-bay to the Cape, and 
a ſtill longer and more laborious: journey from Houtniquds. 
The ſeventy or eighty rixdollars he can get for a load of 
it, drawn by ten oxen, (including the ſelling of it and 
bringing it in) hardly pay him for his time and trouble; 
but at the ſame time his commodity comes to the town's- 
men at the Cape dear enough at that price; as a ſpar about 
twenty feet in length and one in diameter, coſts five rix- 
dollars, and ſo in proportion for boards and planks. From 
hence it may eaſily be imagined, that building is ex 1 
tremely expenſive at the Cape; and that conſequently | wo 
many. people. muſt - ſet themſelves down content without : 
thoſe conveniencies of life, for which, however, the coun= 5 
try has ſufficient materials. The farmer muſt, therefore, 
neceſſarily buy again, at ſo much a dearer rate, his on 
timber, wrought up. into caſks, waggons, and other 
neceſſary articles of joinery work; as he is obliged to take 
them all the way by land to and from the Cape, merely to 
have the iron work put on them, ſuppoſing even that in 
dther reſpects he is able, or has proper tools for making them 
at home. The company itſelf, therefore, is likewiſe forced 
to allot ſeveral public buildings at the Cape for ſtore-houſes, 


* For an explanation of this word, ſee page 132. 
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Cn Batavia, and fome of it directly from Europe ; in which 


* 


A VOYAGE To TAE 
and to have the greater part of its timber brought from 


latter place, as is well known, it muſt be paid for in ſpecie; 
by which means the nation ſuffers a great loſs, inaſmuch 


as the colony actually has within itſelf at SHH, ma a thick 


impervious foreſt, from whence the beſt kinds of trees, 
many of them indeed very rare in Europe, ought to be, 


and in fact might with eaſe, and to the great advantage of 
the company, be fetched for ſale. By a navigation eſta- 


bliſhed between the above- mentioned ports, not only would ? 
the tranſportation of timber be facilitated, but likewiſe of all 
other articles produced in the country. The farmers, who, 


for inſtance, might put their corn and butter on board of 


barges in Kratetlamma- bay, would by that means avoid a 
journey of four hundred zturs over land (including both 


going and returning) which generally takes them up ſeve- 


ral weeks. Every peaſant for fuch a journey as this has 
two or three Hottentots, one to lead the oxen, and either 
one or two to drive the ſpare team; beſides which, his wife 
often goes with him, either for the purpoſe of having her 


children baptized at the Cape, or elſe for fear of being at- 


tacked by the Hottentots in her huſband's abſence. Thus, 


taking it at the loweſt, and reckoning only three perſons 


and twenty oxen for thirty days, it ſtands a great many 
farmers in ninety days work of a man, and ſix hundred of 
an ox, in order to make one turn with their butter to 


market, and ſo in proportion for ſuch as are leſs diſtant. 


Hence it is evident, that many thouſand days work are 
unneceſſarily loſt and thrown away every year on the roads 


leading to the Cape, which, by means of the navigation 


1 * 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. £ 
I ſpeak of,, might be much more profitably beſtowed on the 
orchards and the vineyards, the corn fields and the paſtures. 
Induſtry, trade, and wealth, would in that caſe flow of 
themſelves, as it were, into their now deſerted harbours, 


and convert them into arts, and, W even ſtaple 
towns. | 


mer with it inſtead of tobacco, I have ſeen ſucceed very 
well, and in a vigorous ſtate; conſequently, were there 
any induſtry in this part of the world, the people in the 
country, as well as thoſe in the town, might work it up 


Flax is ſaid not to thrive well in this climate; but hemp, 
which 1s cultivated both by the Hottentots and the coloniſts 
merely for the purpoſe of repleniſhing the pipes of the for- 
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into ſheeting, ſacking, ſail-cloth, cordage, and other com- 


modities, to their own manifeſt advantage and that of the 
company; or, in one word, with a great OY: to the 
whole nation. h 

Manufactories of every kind might likewiſe be eſta- 
bliſhed at theſe harbours and other ſuitable places : for 
inſtance, for the purpoſe of working up the wool of the 


country, (which is now quite thrown away,) at leaſt into 


coarſe cloth and ſtockings; theſe being at preſent bought 


at a very dear rate by the company, for the ule of its 


ſlaves and the garriſon. 
The towns-people, indeed, and farmers of the colony, 


get the woollen goods they want at a rather cheaper rate 


from the ſhips belonging to foreigners; but likewiſe by 
that means, pay in a manner a heavier tax to the ſtranger 
than to the company; which, however, might get a ſum 
equal and even ſuperior to this, if it bought BP the wool 


VOI. I. EMA of 


266 CC 
1775- of the country's produce on its own account, and, after ma- 
September. | : 5 N 1 OE 0 - 
a. nufacturing it, fold the goods ſo manufactured at a reaſon- 
able price. I did not find more than one farmer who knew 
how to turn his wool to any account. This was a German, 
who taught his wife and female ſlaves to ſpin it, and 
make tolerably fine ſtockings of it. On the other hand, I 
have ſeen many of the farmers, that lived at a great diſtance 
from the town, go without ſtockings and with coats patched 
at the elbows, though at the ſame time they were in poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſeveral hundred ſheep. This proceeded as much 
from the dearneſs Of woollen commodities, as from their 
diſtance from the town; and it is for the ſame reaſon, that 
the yeomen in ſome places here and there in Roggeveld, let 
their children run about juſt like the Hottentots, with 
nothing but a ſheep- kin hanging over their ſhoulders, and 
without a rag of linen on their backs. 
For want of artizans and mechanics, many of the more 
diſtant farmers are obliged to make and mend their own . 
ſhoes and clothes, as well as they can, themſelves; and 
make ſhift with a few cracked veſſels of earthen-ware, 
which they have been ſo lucky as to bring whole and 
undamaged all the way home from the Cape, for the uſe 
of their houſhold. 2 15 
There is not a ſhadow of doubt, but that the colony is 
able to maintain all the artizans and manufacturers it has 
occaſion for. The tracts of country neareſt to the Cape 
dave, on account of the greater vent they have for their 
commodities, not only been able to cultivate wine and corn 
ſufficient for their own uſe and that of the town, but like- 
wiſe in ſuch quantities, as to ſend a great deal to Europe 


and 


1 


CAPE O F GOOD HOPE, 


and the Iſle de France. In proportion might the culture 7775. 
of the lands be increaſed round about the harbours above- 


mentioned, or other marts properly ſituated for the pur- 


poſe. Thouſands of plots of land, which, on account of 
the long way it is from them to the Cape, are now left in 
their original ſtate, would by this means produce as much 


corn and wine, as would be ſufficient to exchange with 
the wares of the artificers and trades- people in the town. 
Beſides - this, the advantages ariſing from the grazing of 


cattle would rather increaſe than diminiſh, if the ſtraw and 


paſturage were managed better for the advantage of the 
cattle, than they are at preſent, 
As, agreeable to the ſcheme propoſed above, many of the | 


journies now made to the Cape might be avoided, a great 


many oxen might be diſpenſed with, which are now kept 
merely for this purpoſe; and in their ſtead milch cows 
might be kept for the purpoſe of increaſing the quantity 
of milk, butter and cheeſe, in order to anſwer to the con- 
ſumption of an increaſed number of people. 
With regard to the threſhing of corn and manuring the 
land, operations which at preſent are either ill- performed, or 
elſe entirely neglected, there is much to be noticed, in order 
to prevent that deterioration of the arable land and paſturage, 
which is obſerved to take place in ſuch ſpots as have been 
cultivated for any length of time. The planting of olive 
and mulberry-trees, together with the importation and 
proper management of ſilk-worms, would probably, like- 
wiſe, be uſeful acquiſitions to the colony, ſerving to aug- 
ment its population, as it would indubitably be a peculiar 
advantage to the company to find the people, Who bear 
M m 2 = 


September, 


AN 
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the burden of all the taxes paid by the colonies, by means 


— of theſe and other inſtitutions, more flouriſhing and wealthy, 


and at the ſame time exceedingly multiplied for the defence 


of the country. By theſe methods the company would in 
time be able, in ſome meaſure, to collect from the Cape 


that force both military and naval, which is ſo highly 
neceſſary for the defence of its more opulent ſettlements 


in the Eaft-Indies; and which at preſent, in a manner 


utterly diſgraceful to the Dutch Eaſt-India company and 
to human nature, is recruited by the mean low wiles and 
artifices of crimps and kidnappers in Holland. 

Divers private perſons, againſt whoſe intereſts it will 
ſeem at firſt to militate, that the navigation from the bays 
which I have juſt been recommending, ſhould take place, 


will, probably, find many ſpecious reaſons to urge againſt 


it ; but theſe will be eaſily overthrown by ſuch as know 
the nature of affairs in this country, and are patrietically 


inclined towards the company. It is to be feared, indeed, 


that many who have had the direction and government of 
the colony, have either not underſtood, or elſe have not 


concerned themſelves with, any thing that did not reſpect 
their own emolument; or elfe have thought that pru- 
dence required, that the coloniſts ſhould be oppreſſed and | 
kept in poverty, in order to prevent them from revolt- 
ing. But it is neceſſary only to know the colony a little 


better than they do, in order to diſcover, _ in the moſt 


clear and evident manner, that their great foreſight and 


caution would, in this caſe, be carried too far. More- 
over, the beſt and ſoundeſt pony of Policy teach us, 


that 


8 


- = 


__ 


In theſe parts, indeed, one ſeldom. hears of their having 
— | the. 


CAPE or 00D HOPE. 
that it is not their wealth: and ſtrength, but an invidious 


think of revolting, in hopes of a change for the better. Let 


the members compoling a ftate be wealthy, and they wilt 


make uſe of all their ſtrength and power to maintain the 
authority and conſequence of a government on which their 


on entirely depends. By conſequence, the ſtrength and 


power of coloniſts is dangerous only for tyrants and external 


enemies; While, on the other hand, their weakneſs pecu- 


liarly tends to the advantage of the latter. But enough has 


been ſaid upon this ſubject, and it is fit that I ſhould 


return to my account of Houtniquas land. 
| The animals to be found there are elephants, lions, 
tigers, tiger cats, wolves or hyænas, black monkies, a kind 


of badger, buffaloes, hart-beeſts, boſch-boks, gnameties, 


nne and hares. 

The elephants are now, by being ſhot at continually, in 
a great meaſure expelled from Houtniquas, and have taken 
refuge on the other ſide of 'Kewureboorns-rivier, in the 
woody, and almoſt entirely unexplored country of Sitſi- 
kamma. 

The lions are extir pated from Houtniquas, at leaſt, 
they now make no conſtant abode there; and thoſe that 
now and then go thither from Sitſikamma, or from the 
other ſide of Lange Kioofs mountains, are ſoon diſcovered 
and ſhot. 


The tigers, or more properly 1 (for they FTI ra 
ther to belong to that ſpecies) are not ſo eafily extirpated, 


as their lurking- places in the foreſts are hardly to be found. 


* 
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* -Y the courage to attack mankind; though one cannot reckon 
Way one's ſelf abſolutely ſafe from their depredations. 
Neither 2vo/ves nor back monkies are very common here. 

1 have already told the reader what i Know RY theſe 

= animals. 

1 | The ſort of 3 to wich 1 an 18 called by the i in- 
Habitants Ser g-varken, or mountain- pig. Theſe animals are 
ſaid to be found likewiſe nearer the Cape, and have a ſome- 
what blackiſh coat, with long and extremely harſh hair. I 
was told, that they are about a foot and a half high, and 
have their holes and hiding-places underneath ſtones, and 
particularly on the tops of mountains, from whence they 
never peep out but of nights. I had not the good fortune 
to ſee any of them. This animal muſt not be confounded 
with the aard-varken, or earth-pig, which, probably, 18 

à ſpecies of amis (the lezard ecailleux of BUFFON,) and 
which is ſaid to be found in conſiderable numbers in the 
diſtrict of Zwartland.. 
Formerly, in all probability, there re vers bartbeefi 

| Here, as Hartbee/t-drift, a ſmall ſtream in this or" of the 

country, has its name from theſe animals. 

The bo/ch-bock, or wood-goat, (vid. Plate I. Vol. 1.) is 

a ſpecies of antilope or gazel, which has been hitherto un- 
known to all the cultivators of natural hiſtory, whether an- 
cient or modern, till I deſcribed it in the Memoirs of the 
Swediſh Academy for the year 1780, Quarter 3d, by the 
name of antibpe Hlvatica. This animal has obtained the 

5&6, name it bears, in conſequence of its being the only one among 

1 | the gazels in Africa, which may be properly ſaid to live 

. un the woods and groves; excepting, however, Mr. PEN- 
2 NANT'S 
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abt antilope royal; if indeed, this little animal be the , 

| CG; 
fame with the e of the coloniſts, or Tn to tage 
gazel genus. 

Groot Vaders-boſch and Houtniquas-boſeb; were the only 

foreſts in which I ſaw and gave chaſe to the boſch-bon. In 
other places, whether nearer to or farther from the Cape, 
it is hardly to be found, except perhaps in ſome parts of 
Sitſikamma. It would not, perhaps, be diſagreeable to 
zoologiſts, to find in this place a deſcription of this rare 
ſpecies of agel; and though I had no opportunity to : 
make a drawing of it, otherwiſe than from a couple of 
theſe creatures ſkins, and from the obſervations I could 

make on it while it was running by me; yet I am apt to 
believe, that it may be pretty well depended on, and that, 
at leaſt, it will be ſufficient to affiſt the a rs in their 
{ſyſtematic reſearches. 

With reſpect to its ſize, the boſch- bok | 18. ſomewhat above 
two feet and a half high. From ſeeing it run, and from 
what I can infer from the ſkins, it appears to me, that 
the body of the animal, when compared with the whole 

| Height of it, or with the length of its legs, is ſomewhat 
more bulky than that of the other kinds of gazel. 
= The meaſure of the dreſſed ſkin, from which both the 
deſcription and drawing are chiefly taken, was as follows : 
The horns ten inches and a half long; their diſtance from 
each other at the baſe one inch; the diſtance between the 
tips as well as the middlemoſt parts of them three inches 
and a half; the ears were half the length of the horns,. 
or five inches; the breadth of the forehead from eye to 
eye three inches; from the eyes to the horns one inch; 
from 
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from the horns to the noſe ſix inches and a half; m t the 
horns to the rump four feet; from the top of the back to 
the hoofs thirty-three inches; from the bending of the 


| knees to the hoofs one foot; the hoofs themſelves about 


an inch. The dreſſed ſkin of a fetus, of which I took 


the meafure, was about two feet in length. A pair of 
boſch-bok's horns, which 1 brought home with me, are 


ten inches long, and the baſe of each five inches in cir- 


cumference. But on the {kull of an animal of this ſpecies, 


brought home by Profeſſor 'TyunBERs, the horns were 


thirteen inches long. From the dimenſions of theſe parts, 


a concluſion may be drawn with reſpe& to thoſe of the 


remainder, as s well as with reſpect to the ſize of the animal 
in general. 


This ſpecies of gazel is monogamous, or r keeps IN Pairs. 


The female is, according to the accounts that have been 


given me, diſtinguiſhed from the other ſex in having no 


horns, in the loins being of a lighter colour, and in not 
having in theſe parts the long hairs, and eſpecially the 
white ones, which we are about to mention in the deſcrip- 
tion of the male. - 
The horns are black, in ſome meaſure triangular, and 
at the ſame time wreathed, ſo that both the ſides and 
angles have ſomewhat of a ſpiral turn. At bottom they 
are rather rough, in conſequence of a ſet of almoſt in- 
numerable wavy rings; which, however, are not elevated 
much above the ſurface. At top they are conical and 


Marp- pointed, and in that part as ſmooth as though they 


had been poliſhed. In a pair I brought home with me, the 
extreme points or tips are light- coloured and tranſparent. 
As to the poſition of the horns, they are almoſt in the 

2 ſame 
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ſame line or horizontal plane with the forehead, inclining # . 
a little forwards, and at the ſame time, by means of the in 
twiſt they make, receding from each other towards the 
middle, and making with this part a little bend backwards, 

ſo that the tips point ſomewhat forwards. The three 
angles or ridges, that ſeparate the three ſides juſt men- 
tioned, form a ſpiral in the following manner : 

The foremoſt is very much rounded and cylindrical, be- 
ginning inwards, and proceeding more and more forwards, 
till, coming ſideways and a little outwards, it diſappears in, 
and is confounded with the ſmooth conical tip. The ſecond 
is a little raiſed, and moſtly rounded off in the external part; 
but internally forms, as it were, a furrow, in conjunction 

with the foremoſt. This latter angle or ridge, moreover, 
goes off at firſt ſtrait forwards from the forehead; and 
afterwards running ſideways, outwards and backwards, at 
length joins the above-mentioned conical tip directly at the . 
back part. The third angle has a ſharper edge, which, 
beginning externally and at the back part, towards the 
IJ middle of the horn, runs backwards and inwards, and 
YH afterwards terminates inwards and ſomewhat forwards in 
. the ſmooth tip, like the others. 
The teeth of this animal are like thoſe of other gazels. 
4 4 It has no fore-teeth or inciſores except in the lower jaw, 
R where it has eight. Theſe are broader than the other teeth, 
being ſmall at the roots, and broad and ſquared off at the 
top. Of the middle ones, the interior ſides, which look 
towards each other, are perpendicular; but the exterior ones 
oblique, and all the reſt have a proportional inclination, 
at the ſame time decreaſing in fize; ſo that the outer- 
moſt, both to the right and the left, are the ſmalleſt. 
Fi L. I. Nn There 
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There is no porus ceriferus in this, as there is in other 
8 The hairs on the head are very ſhort and fine; 
afterwards they become more rough and rugged, reſem- 


bling goats hair more than that of gazels or harts. For- 
wards on the neck, breaſt, ſides, and belly, they are an 


inch and a half or two inches long. On the ridge. of the 


neck, and ſo on all along that of the back, they are three 
or four inches in length, ſo as to form a kind of mane 
there, terminating in a tail about a finger's breadth long. 


On the hind part of the thighs and buttocks likewiſe, the 


hairs are eight inches long; the legs and feet are ſlender, 
and covered with ſhort hairs; the fetlock joints are ſmall; 


the noſe and under-lip are decorated with black whiſkers 
about an inch long. 

The predominant colour in this animal is dark-brown, 
which occupies the principal part of the ſides, the back, 
the upper part of the tail, the upper part of the cheſt and 
fore-ribs, and the fore-part of the belly. A ſtill darker brown, | 
bordering upon black, is diſcoverable on the outfide of 
the ſhoulders, and ſome part of the fore-ribs. The fore-part 
of the noſe, from the eyes to the muzzle, is of a ſoot- 
colour. Of the ſame hue are the ears on the ouſide, but 
on the inſide they are grey; and both outwards and in- 
wards, covered with hairs ſtill ſhorter than thoſe on the 
head; excepting half the anterior and inferior edge, where 
the hairs are white and half an inch long. 


The edges of the upper lip are white, as well as the 


8 whole of the lower lip and mandible, behind which the 
vhite colour terminates in a point towards the top of the 


wind-pipe. On each cheek- bone there are two large 
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round white ſpots, one an inch beneath and behind the eye, 5 


the other an inch below and ſomewhat forwarder than the 
former. A ſtill larger round white ſpot, two inches broad, 
is diſcoverable on the fore-part of the neck, ſomewhat 
below the top of the wind-pipe. Nine inches below this, 
Juſt above the fore-ribs, there is another white ſpot, mea- 
ſuring fix inches acroſs, and an inch and a half in height. ol} 
This, in the ſkin of the foetus I ſpoke of, was ſomewhat * 
hollowed out, and thus reſembled a new moon; but in 
this ſkin, the upper round ſpot, juſt deſcribed as being on 
the fore-part of the neck, was not to be ſeen. The fur 
of this creature is, moreover, white between its fore-legs, 
and ſomewhat on the ſides of the ſhoulders. The fore- 
f legs, from the knees to the paſterns, are likewiſe white 
on the inſide; and where it borders upon the brown part, 
inclines to a dirty yellow. On the outſide of the fore- legs, 
near the knees, there is a long oval white ſpot; and on 
the ſame ſide, juſt above the paſterns, there is a little 
cinnamon- coloured ſpot. 5 P 

The hind-legs, on the inſide, from the paſterns to a 
little way above the bending of the knees, are marked with 
a white ſtreak narrower than thoſe on the fore-legs. The 
paſterns of the hind-legs are ſpotted with white on the 
fore-parts, exactly like thoſe of the fore-legs. The back 
part of the belly or the groin is white. Divers ſmall 
white ſpots, from nine to twelve in all, are ſeen on ach 
of the haunches and on the ſides near them. A narrow 
line of long white hairs extends from the neck all along the 
back and tail, in the midſt of the long brown hairs which 1 
have deſcribed above. From the chine of the back to the 
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ſides run five white parallel ſtripes, which, though mer 
are not diſcoverable but by a cloſe inſpection, I have never- 


theleſs thought proper to mention, in caſe ſome individual 
ſhould be met with, on which theſe marks might be more 


be induced to take it for a diſtinct ſpecies. | 


It is generally ſaid, that goats are bad gardeners; and 
this in a certain degree is true of this Wo0g-goat, Or, as it is 
called, bo/cbh-bok. At Groot Yaders-boſch, the people com- 


plained much of the miſchief done by this creature in the 
vineyards and kitchen-gardens there. It likewiſe ſhewed 
a great deal of craft and artifice in avoiding the ſnares and 


traps ſet for it, as well as the ambuſcades of the ſportſmen. 


I myſelf fat up a whole night in a vineyard on the watch 
for this animal, without getting the leaſt glimpſe of it; 


though it had, according to all appearance, paid us a viſit 


incognito, and made off undiſcovered, 
As the bo/ch-bok runs but ſlowly, it ſometimes . 


that he is caught with dogs. When he ſees there is no 


other reſource, he puts himſelf into a poſture of defence; 
and when he is going to butt, kneels down. The colo- 
niſts are not very fond of hunting him in this manner, as 
the beaſt, on this occaſion, generally ſells his life at a very 
dear rate, by goring and A. ſome of their beſt and 
moſt ſpirited hounds. 


This creature's horns, which are its chief defence, ſome- 


china alſo prove its bane, by being entangled in the buſhes 
and ſmall branches of trees, which thus ſtop the beaſt in 


its flight. In ſome meaſure to avoid this, it carries its 
noſe horizontally and ſtrait forward while it runs; ſo that 


its 


_ 
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its horns lie, as it were, directly on its neck: notwith- 1 W 1 
ſtanding which, their horns are generally worn away a 
little on the fore-part, and thus acquire ſome degree of 
poliſh. In fine, this ſpecies of goat is ſwifter in wood- 
lands than the dogs, which likewiſe ſooner loſe ſcent of 
him there than elſewhere. „„ | 
The female, which is without horns, and on that ac- 
count runs about in the foreſts more free and unimpeded, 
does not ſuffer herſelf fo eaſily to be hunted out of the 
woods, having there, as well as on the Plains, a more 
certain defence againſt the dogs in her legs, than the male 
has in his horns, eſpecially as ſhe is not ſo bulky and 
heavy as the male. Her breaſt is ſaid to be very plump 
and fleſhy, but the fleth in general is not very tender; in 
that reſpect reſembling that of the bonte- bob, or guib of 
BurFoN, Tom. XII. tab. 40. 
It ſhould ſeem moreover, by the wreathed form of their 
horns, the ſhape of their bodies, and the white ſpots with 
which they are marked, that there was ſome diſtant affinity 
between theſe two ſorts of gazels; but by no means great 
enough, for them to be looked upon as merely varieties of 
the ſame ſpecies. Beſides the difference in their colour e 
and ſpots, which is too remarkable for them to be conſidered 
as one and the ſame animal, (not to mention the length of 
the bo/ch-bok's horns in proportion to its body,) I have never 
ſeen the bonze-boks live otherwiſe than in large herds on the 
_ Plains, and theſe were at leaſt half as tall again as the 
bo/ch-bok, being of the ſame ſize with the Hart-Geęſt. 
The cry of this animal, as I have ſeveral times, eſpe- 
cially in the — heard it in Houtniquas, ſomewhat _ = - 
reſembled 


. —_— 


Oe . reſembled the interrupted; übt, how, and rather hoarſe 
1 dtem 
Way growling of a dog. Vet, as I Was informed by ſeveral 
people that the cties of the Cape tygers, or rather /copards, 
pretty much reſembled this, I am uncertain whether the 
noiſe I heard always proceeded from the boſch-bok. With- 
out doubt, it appears ſomething extraordinary, that the cries 
of the 7yger and gaze/ ſhould be like each other; but, per- 
Haps, the tyger may have the gift of being able to imitate 
boſch-boks, in order to lead them aftray ; juſt as the byzna 
has the power to imitate, for a ſimilar purpoſe, all kinds 
of animals: Nay, there is likewiſe {ome reſemblance be- 
* tween the cries of a lion and that of an rich; though 
between theſe animals there is much leſs affinity: and, 
indeed, there is no foundation for any conjectures con- 
cerning the cauſe of this ſimilitude. 

The gnometie, called alſo the ervetie, is a little animal 
of the hart or gazel kind, of the ſize of a hare, and IS, 
perhaps, the cervus Guineen/is of LINN AUs, the antilope 
royal of PENNANT, and the chevrotain de Guinee of Bur- 
FON. I have frequently perceived the traces and other 
marks of this diminutive creature, but had not the good 
fortune actually to ſee more than one of them; and that 
only in a haſty manner, as it was bounding about in a 
grove at S!t/icamma. | 
bf hares there are at leaſt two FOR forts in Houtni- 
quas, and in the other parts of Africa. The one is almoſt 
the ſame with our common hare ; but of the other I find 
it difficult to pronounce, whether it be abſolutely the ſame 
with the /epus Capenſis, Syſt. Nat. cauda longitudine capitis, 
_ pedibus rubris, or not. The feet excepted, the characteriſtic 

marks 
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marks are the ſame; for the feet and body of this were 80 ber 
of the ſame colour as our common hares are in ſummer *, \-,y 
and the tail was almoſt of an equal length with the hare, 
as mentioned in the Sema Nature. I found it moreover 
broad at the baſe, and diminiſhing by degrees, ſo as to 
terminate in a point. Underneath and on the ſides, the tail 
Was as white as chalk, but above there was extended along 
it a ſtripe as black as a coal. This deſcription I drew up 
from a young leveret of this ſpecies, which was brought to 
the Cape alive, and was the only one that I have ever ſeen. 
The b#ufales here (vid. Plate II. Vol. II.) were of a fort 
entirely different from all -hitherto known by this name, 
which is ſufficiently manifeſt from the deſcription I have 
already inſerted in the Memoirs of the Swediſh Academy 
for the year 1779. It is true, I had no opportunity in 
Howutniquas, either to ſee or ſhoot any of them; but I fre- 

_ quently met with the freſh traces of them. Such danger- 
ous neighbours made it rather unſafe to botanize here; 
for though the buffaloes do not abſolutely go in ſearch 
of mankind or the brute creation on purpoſe to do them 
miſchief, except they are previoully irritated, nevertheleſs, 
their perverſe diſpoſition and great ſtrength of body ren- 
der them extremely dangerous, when one meets them in 
the narrow paths, called buffalo-roads, where the wood on 
each fide is frequently ſo thick ſet, as not to allow one to 
make way either to the right or left. 'In a journey that 
Dr. THUNBERG, ſome years before, took into Houtniquas, 

one of his company had very imprudently tied two of his 

horſes together, one behind the other, and drove them 


* In the colder climates of Europe, the common hare is white in winter. 
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before: him on a narrow path. The owner of chem had 


a. juſt time (and that was all) to fave himſelf, while a buffalo 


in the order of the time, when I became better acquainted 


meeting them gored the horſes to death, and trampled them 


into the duſt. But it will be more appoſite to our purpoſe, 
to give the, hiſtory and deſcription of this beaſt farther on 


with it. I likewiſe once ſaw a tyger-cat and a grys-bok, 


and ſhall, perhaps, find a better DEE UTAY: to n far- 


ther mention of theſe alſo. | 1 


Of the feathered tribe I found in Houtniquas a new v ſpecics 
of tantalus, called by the coloniſts hagedaſh, and alſo hadelde. 
This latter name has, in ſome meaſure, the ſame ſound as 
the bird's note; the bird itſelf, which was ſaid to be con- 
fined to this province, I have found likewiſe in great num- 
bers about Zwart-kops-rivier. This ſame bird is called by 


the Hottentots 77a Ni Rene, a name which, if rightly pro- 
nounced with three ſmacks of the tongue againſt the roof 


of the mouth, a ſtranger will find more difficulty in uttering 


than the bird's own language. It lives chiefly on bulbs 


and roots, which with its crooked bill, it is ſaid to dig up 


out of the plains with great eaſe and readineſs. There it 


is ſhy and difficult to come at. 


ſituation, one morning at ſun-riſe, I had the good fortune 
to ſhoot one of them. 


The bill of this bird was five inches long, black at the 


tip and lower nib, at the upper nib red. The neck was of 
an aſn- colour: the back the ſame, and at the ſame time had 


2 caſt of green with a little yellow. 


In the evenings I always 
ſaw them upon ſome tree in the woods at rooſt, and in this 


The wings were dark 
beneath, and above of a blue colour inclining to black; the 


keller 
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leſſer coverts of a Fiolet-Cbodg. | The tail, which” was . _ 


wedge-ſhaped, was about twice the length of the bill, and. 
the body was ſomewhat larger than that of a hen. The 
thighs were of an aſh-colour. The feet and legs, as well 
as the membrane between the claws, was blackiſh ; in other 
reſpects, this bird had all the charecteriſtic marks which be- 
long to the 7antalus. The coloniſts aſſured me, that it was 
a ſign of rain, when theſe birds aſſembled in great flocks, 
and flew againſt the wind. 
The ſtate of the weather in Houtniguas was ſaid to be as 
fallows: In March and April it rains here moſt; and, 
on the contrary, in the months of May, June, and July, 
(which about the Cape and elſewhere are the winter 
months, and are attended with copious rains) it is here quite 
dry, though frequently rather cool and bleak. The north- 
weſt wind at this time prevails here, as well as at the Cape; 
ſometimes the wind veers about to the north, and brings 
with it the warmth of ſummer; a change which frequently 
occaſions the milch-cows in Houtniquas to grow Riff in 
the joints. I was aſſured, that it never rained when this 
north wind prevailed, probably on account of the chain 
of mountains, which extending from eaſt to weſt, proves a 
barrier to keep the clouds on the other ſide; or elſe by 
virtue of their attraction, detains theſe condenſed vapours 
on their ſummits. IL went ſtrait through the wood with 
the intention of aſcending the mountain, whence I might 
have a view of Lange Khof; but found the foot of the 
mountain every where ſo thick beſet with high and 
ſtiff perennial graſſes and eee as to be abſolutely impe- 
e e : | 
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Houtniquas and Lange Kloof, however, communicate with 


Wo each other in one place, by means of a very bad road over 


a mountain lower than the reſt, 


luckily near at hand to prevent him. 


near Trakudifu. 
not go quite on to this place, but ſaw from Zwarte-rivier 


the ſmoke of a chimney near Tra#udiky, and from the in- 


. formation I thus acquired, gave this river in ſore meaſure 
its true ſituation in my map. 


The badneſs of the road, and the want of a proper ud 


together with the enfeebled ſtate of my oxen, more parti- 
cularly prevented mie from going from this place to viſit 
_ Algoa-bay, which, however, I wiſhed much to do. Be- 


tides, we could not venture to quit our waggons and make 
the trip to that bay alone on horſeback ; as almoſt the 


whole province was involved in riot and drunkenneſs, by 


means of a hogſhead of brandy that had been carried thi- 


ther; and my Hottentots, likewiſe, by the fame means, 


had been thrown into a ſtate of licentiouſneſs and confu- 
ſion. There being no ſtills in thoſe parts, a peaſant there 


had wrote to the Cape for a quantity of the above-mentioned 


liquor, in order to turn a penny by retailing it; but unfor- 


tunately had in the mean time drunk it himſelf by the 


wholeſale, ſo as to be night and day in the higheſt degree 


intoxicated with it: and, indeed, in his fury, would have 


ſhot. my companion dead on the ſpot, had I not been 
In another place, our 


landlord, who was in other reſpects a worthy man, and of a 
very gentle diſpoſition, having made a purchaſe of ſome 
of this fame brandy, turned his wife out of doors, with a 
child in arms, and ſeveral other children ſomewhat older, in 
the middle of the night. 


7 


The laws of hoſpitality, and per- 
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haps 'an apprehenſion of meeting with ſome reſiſtance, had, 


however, fo much weight with him, that my companion and 
I were left in peace and quietneſs. In another place herea- 


bouts, a peaſant had been baſking in the ſun and drinking, 


in company with a parcel of Hottentots, and, when he had 
got his fill, was not only well flogged by this Pagan crew, but 
likewiſe upbraided by them for having been uſed to fleep 


with his houſekeeper, a Hottentot's widow, who was ſuppoſed 
beſides to be in another way nearly related to him. I my- 


ſelf ſaw this man with a terrible wound on his head, of 
which, however, he was aſhamed to tell the cauſe. I like- 
wiſe had the pleaſure of ſeeing his miſtreſs, dizened out 
with braſs and leathern rings on her arms and legs, and 


with beads about her waiſt and neck. She was clad in the - 


uſual manner with a ſheep-ſkin pelliſe, and a well-greaſed 
raw leathern apron, and was beſides as well beſmeared with 
ſoot and greaſe, and could boaſt of as broad and Hat a noſe 


as any Hottentot lady whatever. With all theſe perfections, 


however, ſhe ſeemed to me to be rather a cure for love, 
than an incentive to that paſſion : notwithſtanding this, it 
is not uncommon for the white people here (particularly 
the men, who are more licentious in their manners than 
the other ſex) to be criminal in this point. | 


That the Hottentot women are complying .in this parti- 


cular, is by no means a contradiction, either to their gene- 
ral character of indifference in matters of love, or to that 
zeal, which I have attributed to them, in the performance 
of their duties towards their own nation. For we muſt con- 
ſider, that their diet, which, when they are in the ſervice of 
the Chriſtians, is more copious and of a more ſtrengthening 
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1 quality, and, perhaps, the incitement of the example of theſe 
Wa latter, may have its effect in making ſome alteration in the 


nature of theſe females. Add to this, that out of the ſo- 
ciety of their nation, they do not feel themſelves bound to 
obſerve that rigid virtue and ſimplicity of manners, which 
they otherwiſe would, any more than the religion of 
the Chriſtians; neither can it indeed be required, that fuch 
a one ſhould always be proof againſt flattery, promiſes, 
preſents, and, perhaps, the threats, which a maſter, of whom 
ſhe ſtands in awe, may think fit to W in order to 
ſatisfy his unruly deſires. | 
The pledges of love, TIO from ſuch 2 union, have 
hair almoſt, if not quite, as woolly and frizzled as the F 
genuine Hottentots; but their complexion and features, | 
8 more or leſs of both the father and mother. They 
are likewiſe, as it appears to me, more bulky and luſty 
than the Hottentots are in general; they are better reſpected 
too, and at the ſame time more confided in, and more to 
be depended upon, but at the ſame time prouder and more 
conceited than the others. Neither theſe, nor. any other 
illegitimate children, are ever baptized, or, indeed, enquired 
after by the Chriſtian miniſters at the Cape, except in caſe 
that any one ſhould preſent himſelf as the father, and make 
a point of his child's being 3 and thus give. the 
infant the right of inheritance. | 
I ſaw two brothers in the vicinity of Hottentots Holland's * 
Batb, the iſſue of a Chriſtian man and of a baſtard negreſs 
of the ſecond or third generation. One of the ſons, at this 
time about thirty years of age, did not appear by any means 
; | to 
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to be ſlighted in the company of the Chriſtian farmers, = 
though, at that time; he had not been baptized.. The 9 = 
other, who was the elder brother, in order to get married 
and ſettled in life, as he then was, had been obliged to uſe 
all his influence, and probably even bribes, to get admitted 
into the pale of the church by baptiſm. For my part, I 
cannot comprehend the reaſon why the divines of the re- 
formed church at the Cape are fo ſparing of a ſacrament, 
which others, particularly the Papiſts, have endeavoured to 
force, as it were, upon the heathens with fire and ſword,, 

and all manner of. cruelties. The cloth does not, as far as. 
Lknow, receive any benefit from the chriſtening of children 
at the Cape, at leaſt no particular benefit from the baptizing 
of illegitimate children ; ſuch conduct, therefore, cannot 
fairly be aſcribed to any retroſpect to ſelf-intereſt, nor in- 
deed to abſolute remiſſneſs and neglect ; a diſpoſition which. 
would but ill ſuit with that ſpirit of charity and univerſal: 
| benevolence, ſo peculiarly enforced by the doctrines of 
Chriſtianity. Farther, if the clergy at the Cape think by 
this means to diminiſh the number of unlawful connections 
with the heathen women, they will find that this ſtroke. 
of policy will not anſwer their purpoſe : indeed, the letting 
ſuch numbers of infants born of Chriſtian parents ſuffer in 
their ſpiritual intereſts, is a ſtrangely cruel method of pre- 
venting ſin. It is true, a great many of the whites have 
ſo much pride, as to hinder, as far as lies in their Nac 
the blacks or their offspring from mixing with their blood: 
but it appears to me, that Chriſtian humility ought to operate 
1o far with the N as to prevent them from being 
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aſhatned to ſee their black fellow creatures walking check 
by jowl with them on the road to heaven. 

This puts me in mind of an event, which I had before 
ſeen mentioned ſomewhere (and, if I remember right, in 
the Hi/toire Philoſophique Politique) as having happened not 
A long time ago in Batavia. 1 enquired, therefore, con- 
cerning the truth of it, of thoſe who had lived at that place, 
and found ſeveral agreeing in the following account. 

« There was a burgher in Batavia, who had often im- 
portuned the miniſters of his church to baptize his illegi- 
timate child, but had always found them inflexible. Well 3 
and good! ſays the man to them at laſt, it ſeems as if you 1 
alone wiſhed to ſhut the door of heaven; the keys of 3 
which you imagine you have in your poſſeſſion ; but tge 
Mahometan ptieſts of the Malays, are not ſo churliſh- and I 
niggardly of ſalvation as you are; they having already pro- 
miſed me to incorporate my ſon this very day into their 
church, and make him a true Muſſulman: for ſome kind 
of religion I am determined my child ſhall be of, as I hold 
that, in a well-regulated ſociety, no man ought to be without 
a religion.” The Chriſtian prieſts, however, no ſooner ſaw 

that preparations were made for circumciſion, than they 
haſtened, by adminiſtering the ſacrament of baptiſm, to 
_ deprive the Mahometan church of a ſoul, which they had 
juſt before rejected as illegitimate. And ſince that time, 
they are ſaid to be leſs backward in opening the doors of 
heaven to baſtards.” OY 

Here follows another inſtance of the depravity of taſte in 

the white people in this colony, with ra to love matters. 
1 5 I paid 
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1 a a vid to a European, who had ſettled 3 in Houtniquas, . 3. 
He was a good lively handſome fellow, about the middle 
age, and, I believe, of good extraction. He had ſerved 
under ſeveral different potentates in Europe, and had 

ſhewed them all a fair pair of heels. He gave me the 
hiſtory of a great many ſingular adventures of his, but the 
moſt ſingular of them all was, in my opinion, what I was | 
eye-witneſs to myſelf. This was, that two years before 
he had married an ugly ſooty Mulatto, the daughter of a 

N egreſs. She had been the miſtreſs of another farmer who 
was dead, and by whom ſhe had two baſtards. Theſe I 

ſaw at that time likewiſe in the houſe, grown up and un- 
baptized. But what ſeemed to me the moſt ſingular cir- 

cumſtance in the whole affair Was, that this muſt have 
been abſolutely. a love- match; for though he had got a 
few cattle with his dingy Goats; yet the houſe, which he 

likewiſe had with her, was certainly not a palace. It was, 
in fact, a miſerable cottage, though pleaſantly enough 
ſituated in the ſkirts of a foreſt. The walls were made 
of reeds tied together, and ſupported by a few upright 
chumps of wood, interſperſed with fome rough boards, 

ſuch as are generally uſed for fences. This ſtructure was. 

plaiſtered over with a thin and ragged covering of clay. 
There were but two rooms in it, and poverty ſeemed to 
have taken full poſſeſſion of them both. In the inner 
room, the man's wite lay ill of a putrid fever. The 
outer apartment, which was the common bed-chamber for 
all the reſt of the family that were in health, I can beſt 
deſcribe, It was lomewhat more than two yards in breadth, 
and 
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and about ſix long, with a peep-hole at-one end of it, and 
a ſmall broken window at the other; not to ſpeak of ſe- 


veral other apertures, which occalionad a draught of air 


that delivered my friend and me from all apprehenſions of 


danger from the contagion of the putrid fever, but at the 
ſame time prevented us from keeping a candle alight for 


any length of time. The rain, which had wetted us to 
the ſkin when out of doors, now followed us into the 
houſe, dropping from the eaves; a ſign that the roof 
could not boaſt of any great ſuperiority over the walls. 
Our bed was on the damp loam- floor; a piece of ſail-cloth, 

the relicks of an old waggon-tilt, ſerved us and our land- 1 
Iord himſelf both for bed and bed- clothes; as for pillows, ⁵⁶ 
there were none but what we brought with us, which con- q 
ſiſted merely of our dripping-wet ſaddles. We ſhall now 


drop the ſubject of the amorous intercourſe of the white 


people with the blacks, in order to give, in a few words, a 
general idea of the houſes in Houtniquas, that poſterity 
may from hence be able to judge of the future increaſe of 


the colony. 


There was only one wooden oute on the borders of 
this foreſt, and this was long and ſpacious, with but one 


room in it, and built with logs cleft down the middle. 


Another was like that juſt deſcribed, compoſed of ſtraw 
and clay, but not quite ſo airy; this belonged to a young 


beginner. A third that we ſaw was likewiſe of clay, but 
well built, roomy, and neatly furniſhed; being the pro- 


perty of a clever, induſtrious, ſenſible man, DIRK YVES 
py name, who had alſo built himſelf a * and ſeveral 
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other conveniencies. The reſt were all of clay or mud, 4 257 
and were partitioned out into two rooms, in the ſame b 
manner as I have in general deſcribed the coloniſts houſes 
at the beginning of this journal. | 

It was ſaid to be at that time not above twenty years, 
ſince Houtniquas was firſt known, and twelve years ſince it 
began to be inhabited by the coloniſts, who did not repair 
thither in any conſiderable numbers till of late Years. 

I mentioned, that the confuſion and diſturbance occa- 

ſioned by the introduction of the hogſhead of brandy, had 
reached even to my Hottentots; and that on this account 
I.was obliged, much againſt my will in other reſpects, to 
make haſte with them from thele parts. My companion 

had been imprudent enough, at their earneſt requeſt, to 
indulge them with a ſup or two of this precious liquor; 

the conſequence of which was, that they became furious, 

and broke out into the moſt abuſive language, becauſe 
they could not have any more of it. At length, we were 
forced to try what blows would operate upon them; which 
had this effect, that the next night, by way. of revenge, 
they took to their heels and ran away. We, on our parts, 
rode to one of the two Hoftentot craals that were at the | 
hither end of Howutniquas, in order to ſearch for them. 
In the firſt they were not to be found, neither did the 
people chuſe to give us any explicit information concerning 
them; but when we came to the other, and began to climb 
over the fence of the place where they kept their cattle, 
they let all their dogs at once out upon us. We directly 
put ourſelves into a poſture of defence, as though we were 

EE ome __. going 
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. ber. Soing to ſhoot: both the dogs and their maſters. This oc- 
eptemb er. 
Wa caloned the Hottentots to call their dogs off which obeyed 
immediately. We then, without meeting with any far- 
ther delay or moleſtation, went into ther houſes, ſome of 
which were built of ſtraw in a ſquare form, with ſhelving 
roofs, like the cottages of the flaves. In one of theſe cot- 
tages, on a little bench, we found our Hottentots faſt afleep. 
We contented ourſelves with gently reproaching them on 
the ſcore of their miſconduct ; but at the ſame time, with 
an air of authority, commanded them to return to their 
A duty. They, on their fide, without anſwering us or offering 
= | do gainſay us in the leaſt, followed us as quietly as if they 
—— Ke or priſoners. They took leave of their country- 
= men and countrywomen by ſhaking hands with each other 
in the Dutch faſhion, though without bowing ; ; at the ſame 
time with great cordiality, and a deal of talk on both ſides. 
The women ſeemed as if they wanted to keep them, and 
1 do not doubt but that the fellows would have been eaſily 
prevailed on, if our guns had been out of theway. Indeed, 
with reſpect to my Hottentots, I was as much afraid of the 
temptations of the women as of the intoxicating quality of 
the brandy ; and therefore made ſo much the more haſte 
to get away from this place, which otherwiſe might for 
many years have afforded employment to the attentive re- 
ſearches and obſervations of a botaniſt, 
Our departure took place in the beginning of October + 
but before E go on any farther with my journal, I will ſet 


down the ſtate of the weather far the month of September 
juſt clapfed. | 
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The rainy days were the 8th, gth, 16th, 2oth, 21ſt, Re 
24th, 25th, 29th; and the laſt of theſe days was remarkable 

for ſouth-eaſt winds and rain. The thermometer was for | 
the moſt part early in the morning between 49 and 50, 

in the middle of the day between 76 and 80, and in the 

evening at ſun-ſet between 50 and 60. 
| B . 
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: CH A 0, 
# JOURNEY THROUGH. LANGE DAL. 
4 
= 1 ns N the th day of October we departed from Houtniquas, - 
= ctober. 
= 8 returning over the great and little Bra“ rivers to 
= _ Geelbek-rivier, from whence to Hag el-craal and Artaquas- 


— 


Lloof, (whither we went the next day) there were two 


roads. By the one, which was better cleared and more 
beaten, though farther to the weſt of the laſt- mentioned 
river, we ſent our waggon; and took the other road, 
though it Was hilly, ourſelves, being adviſed ſo to do, as 
it was a nearer way on horſeback. By a trifling neglect, 
one often loſes a great deal; and we, by loitering a little 
on the road, were diſappointed of our night's lodging, be- 


ing overtaken by the darkneſs and rain; ſo that, although 
we were near the farm whither we were going, and heard 


the barking of their dogs, and the crowing of their cocks, 


we were not able to hit upon the exact ſpot. After many 


fruitleſs attempts, and getting into the roads that led to the 
paſtures, and other by-ways that took us into thickets, and 
directly againſt the ſteep parts of mountains, we at laſt - 
thought. we had hit upon the right road, when we found 
in our way a river deeper than any we had hitherto, in 


our 
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our bewildered ſituation, ventured to croſs. It is true, we 
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were not afraid of being ſouſed a little by going through rw 


the water, as the rain had made ns almoſt as wet as we 
well could be; but neither of us choſe to be the firſt to 


venture over, for fear of there being ſome hole or oO 


part in our way. I took an old horſe therefore that I led 
in hand along with me, and drove him before us over the 
river, on the forlorn hope, as it were. No ſooner had he got 
_ over than he ſet off on full gallop, and freed himſelf in an 
inſtant from the confinement in which we had kept him the 
whole day; while we, wet, cold, and hungry (having eaten 
nothing all day long but a flight breakfaſt) were obliged, 


after ſeveral more unſucceſsful attempts, to paſs the night 


in the open air, expoſed to the wind and rain. That rwe. 


might not ſo eaſily be attacked unawares by tygers, we got 
away from the river and the vale, which was full of buſhes, 


on to the mountain, and there took the ſaddles off our 


horſes near a buſh that ſtood quite by itſelf, Hard by was 
a precipice, which we fortunately perceived time enough to 
be able to be upon our guard againſt it. Having tied our 
horſes halters round their fore- legs, a method very common 


in Africa, we. then let them feed on the other fide, with a 


view, that if any lion ſhould come upon us, he might firſt 


find employment with them; and at the ſame time, that 


it a wolf ſhould make its appearance, the horſes ſhould not 
run off. The reaſon of this precaution will APPERT Py 
referring to page 160. 

In the night, when we felt . almoſt ſtiff with 
cold, we walked about, and frequently fell down on top of 
the mountain, which was greaſy and flippery, in conſe- 


quence- 
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775 quence of the rain. With regard to our ſituation in other 
— reſpects, it was difficult to ſay, whether it gave us more 
comfort or vexation to hear, as we frequently did, the far- 
mer's cocks crow. , As ſoon as ever the day began to dawn, 
at about five o'clock, we ſaddled our horſes without delay, 
and eaſily found our way to the farm called Hagel-craal, 
which was only at the diſtance of a few gun- ſhots from us. 
DIRk Marcus, the maſter of it, a hearty old fellow, as 
ſoon as we accoſted him, began to praiſe us highly for in- 
_ duftrious young men who were up before him; but after- 
wards, when he was made acquainted with the difficulties 
we had undergone, he heartily pitied us, though he could Z 
not help at the ſame time ſeriouſly chiding us for not being Iz 
a ccuſtomed to ſmoke ;_as in that caſe we might, at a junc- IM 
ture when it was moſt wanted, have had about us the 
means of making a fire, as well as of appeaſing our hunger, 3 
and paſling away the tedious hours with a pipe. After I 
this, he gave us an account of a great many adventures he 1 
had met with in his excurſions into the interior part of the 
country, where he had acquired a tolerable competency by 
ſhooting elephants. The information and advice he gave 
. us were both uſeful and agreeable. 
=} This worthy man ſent his people after the led horſe, 
1 which I mentioned as having run away from me; and 
when we took our departure, which was on the 13th, at 
ten o'clock iri the morning, he lent us ſeveral ſtout 
oxen to help to draw our waggon through the very hilly 
dale called Artaquas-kloof. At ſix we CIO at Paarde- 
craal, a ſmall river ſo called, where we reſted till the next 
morning, or the 14th. By noon we reached Zafraan- 


craal, 


1 
* 
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craal, at which place the long and tireſome vale of Artaquas 


1775. 
October. 


ends. Here, according to previous agreement, we turned the 


oxen we had borrowed looſe, which went home of them 
ſelves the ſame way we had brought them. The vale juſt 


mentioned, is reckoned among the diftricts which are cold 


and ſour in the higheſt degree, and at the ſame time is 
conſidered as unfit to be inhabited. Here there is ſaid to 


grow a herb, called by the coloniſts p graſs, and which, 


as far as one may truſt to their deſcription of it, is, proba- 
bly, a ſpecies of euphborbia. This is ſaid to be frequently 


eaten by young cattle brought from other countries, which 


thereby get a dyſury, or ſtoppage of urine, that often 
proves mortal. In the urine as well as the urethra of theſe 4% 
animals, a ſubſtance reſembling little lumps of cheeſe has 


been obſerved. The only means by which they have 
ſometimes been ſo fortunate as to ſave the life of an ani- 
mal attacked with this diſeaſe, has been by hunting and 


driving it about for ſome time without intermiſſion, in or- 


der to attenuate, concoct, and expel the coagulated matter. 
In time of war or inteſtine commotion, a pals ſo narrow 

as Artaquas-kloof, muſt neceſſarily be of great importance, 

as a key to the whole tract of country lying to the eaſtward. 


In Lange-kloof, likewiſe, and at Kromme-rivier, many im- 


pediments might be laid in the way of an army that was 
marching rank and file through that part of the country. 
The tract of land round about Zafraan-craal ſtrait on to 
Lange-kloof, is of the kind I have deſcribed above under the 
denomination of Carrow. 

In the houſe at' Zafraan-craal we ſuffered an inconve- 
nience, which is {aid to be very common in the Carrows. 


This 


* WW 
1 
Fas 


This was the common houſe- fly in fuch prodigious quan- 
tities, as almoſt entirely to cover the walls and ceiling. 
In fact, they did not ceaſe for a moment to moleſt us, by 
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; ſwarming and buzzing about in our eyes, ears, noſes, and 


in the Philoſophical Tranſactions. 


mouths, ſo that it was not poſſible for us to keep in the 
Houſe for any time together: notwithitanding which, an old 


ſlave, who at that time lived there quite alone, was obliged 


to ſleep in the midſt of this neſt of flies every night. In 


other tracts of this country moleſted by flies, I ſaw theſe 
troubleſome inſects taken very dexterouily in the following 


manner. All over the ceiling are hung up bunches of herbs, 


on which the flies will ſettle in great numbers; a perſon 


men takes a linen net or bag of a conſiderable depth fixed 
to a long handle, and enveloping in it every bunch, ſhakes 

it about, ſo that the flies fall down to the bottom of the 
bag; when, after ſeveral applications of it in this man- 
ner, they are killed by the pint or quart at a time, by 


dipping the bag into ſcalding-hot water. In certain parts 

of the Carrow, where the flies abound moſt, it is ſaid, 
that there 1s a buſh which exſudes-a humour ſomewhat of 
the nature and conſiſtence of tar. This, by its adhefive 


quality, entangles the flies, which are very fond of ſettling 


on the plant, and by this means deſtroys them. There is 


another ſhrub frequently found in the Carrow, which 
grows here likewiſe, and is called Canna-boſcb; whence the 


whole tract of country hereabouts bears the name of Can- 
nde, and not Canaan's Land, as Mr. MasoN has called it 


treme drought that prevails here, inſtead of the Land of 


Promiſe, Mr. MASON would have done better to have called 
| x 


it 


In fact, from the ex- 


ay 
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which we went, paſſes over a high and ſteep mountain, 


which, from the circumſtance above-mentioned, is called þ 


Canna Bog re, or Canna's-heights. 
Having examined this ſame Canna - ſhrub 1 Seid that 
in ſtrict propriety, it formed a new ſpecies of /a//o/a; for 


which reaſon, in my manuſcript deſcriptions of plants, I 


have called it Sagſola cafra, foliis minutis ſubrotundis, car- 


noſis, concavis, imbricatis. The leaves have a bitter ſalt 


taſte, and burned together with the whole ſhrub, produce 


very ſtrong aſhes, excellently well adapted for the purpoſe 


of making ſoap; for which reaſon, particular attention is 


paid by the Carrow farmers to the culture of this plant. 
In the parts of the flower, the Canna-ſhrub ſo far differs 


from the generical character of the /al/o/a in the ſixth edi- 
tion of the Genera Plantarum, inaſmuch as this ſpecies 
has a little obſolete he, with two or three brown /tigmas. 


The remaining parts of its character were, Stam. fil. bre- 


viſe, Antberæ cordate, Calyx perianth. peri, Nens, Capſula 5 
valuis, 1 locularis, and Semen 1 cochleatum, as in the al- 
/ola, or rather reſembling a watch- ſpring coiled up. 

It was curious to ſee how the only ſlave that was then 


at Zaffran-craal, and who had the abſolute management 


of the farm, how 1kilfully, I ſay, with the aſſiſtancè of 
two Hottentots who dwelt not far from the place, he had 
brought the water in drains and channels down to the fields 


of wheat (of which the ears at that time were peeping 
forth, ) as well as to the garden; and had made dams at 


theſe places, ſo that they might be overflowed and watered, 
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it. the Land of AftiGion.. A road between Artaquas and (77 Be - 
Lange-kloof, inclining more to the ſouthward than that by Wo. 
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O peared clad with a delightful verdure. 


part the earth was as much parched up, and as dry as the 
high road; on which account, having ſet. out upon our 
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whenever it was requiſite, by which means they ap- 
In every other 


journey at night, for the ſake of taking the benefit of 


the coolneſs of the air, we were ſoon obliged to turn 


back and ſtay till morning, as we were not able to diſ- 


tinguiſh the road en the other Parts of the fields and 
Plains. 


The next morning we continued our route, and after 
paſſing over Moraſs-rivier, came to Canna river, by others 


called Kle:zndorn-rivier, where we baited. All the verdure 


our _ oxen and horſes could find here conſiſted only > © 25 Wl 11 


ſmall quantity of a reed (arundo phragmites) till left in 
the above-mentioned river, the greater part of it having 


been previoully conſumed by the cattle belonging to for- 
mier travellers. 


than we ought to have done in a place that was eaten ſo 


It happened, however, that we ſtaid longer 


bare, in order to regale ourſelves with a meal of our own 


cooking, compoſed of a kind of a partridge that I had juſt 


ſhot, as for the laſt three days we had had nothing to ſatisfy 


the cravings of our. appetites but our Hottentot's coarſe 
ammunition-bread and a little tea. 


It fell to my lot to 
pluck the bird, and Mr. IMMELMAN undertook to dreſs it; 


and, indeed, he ſhewed himſelf a perfect maſter in the 
art, ſtewing it in a quantum ſuficit of water, and a little 
ſheep's-tail fat, which our Hottentots had got at Zafraan- 
craal for their own eating ; ſo that it would be no eaſy 
matter to deſcribe the highly agreeable ſenſations conveyed 


by this delicate diſh to the * both vr taſte and ſmell. 


But, 
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But, as ill-luck would have it, we had neither of us re- 


membered to draw the fowl, till in order to divide it equally 
between us, we cut it in two; when the ſauce, which we 
juſt before had found delicious in the higheſt degree, be- 
came quite nauſeous. The Hottentots laughed heartily at 
our omiſſion, and ſtill more at our delicacy, and at the 
ſame time licked it up every drop. 

The delay occaſioned by this meal cauſed us to be over- 


taken by darkneſs, before we could reach the next farm; 
in conſequence of which, we got into a labyrinth of buſhes 


and briars for want of being able to ſee the road. We 
were therefore obliged to ſtop, and prepare to ſuffer hun- 


ger and thirſt, together with our beaſts, till the next morn- 17 
ing, and be almoſt frozen to death into the bargain; for - - ü 


5 though it had been reeking hot the preceding day, the 


night was nevertheleſs extremely cold. About midnight, 
however, the moon ſhone, and enabled us once more to 


find the road, when we ſoon came to a farm near Kleine 
Dorn-rivier, called Zandplaat. .. 

It was not without the greateſt aſtoniſhment, that we 
beheld the next morning the conſiderable number and un- 
paralleled fatneſs of the ſheep here, when we compared them 


with the horrid drought and aridity of the land. In this part 


of the. country, when they are going to Kill a ſheep, they 
always look out for the leaneſt in the whole flock, as the 
reſt are intolerably fat. The tail alone of one of theſe 


ſheep (which is thick and of a triangular ſhape, being 


from a foot to a foot and a half in length, and ſometimes 
above fix inches thick near the rump) will weigh from 
eight to twelve Payads: and moſtly conſiſts of a delicate 
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vy whetted his knife on purpoſe to perform it. The patient, 
_ who either could not or elſe would not give any account 
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es: kind of fat, which by ſome people! i is eaten with bread i i- 
Wa ſtead of butter, -and is uſed for drefling victuals with, 1 
ſometimes even for „„ ( 
Here, as being produced in the Carry and in a 8 
diſtrict, the wine is faid to be good; büt 1 can form no 
judgment of it myſelf, as the farmer had already fold or 
conſumed all he had made. On the other hand, in Lange 
W which 1 is a 48 dütktietd not a dog ah wine can be J 
Some Hottentot wives had got their huts Built near this s 
farm ; and a Hottentot lad, who was in fact, in the ſer- I 
Vice of the farmer, had at that time lain for ſeveral days 
in their quarters, afflicted with a bad diſorder, which ſeem- 
cd to have a great affinity with the putrid fever epidemic oY 
here, and conſequently would not bear bleeding. I was 
forced, however, to undertake this operation, in order to 
reſcue the lad from the clutches of his maſter, who had 


an unlimitted confidence in veneſection, and had already 
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of the ſtate in which he found himſelf, had, previous to 
the operation, a ſmall pulſe; and during it was taken with 

a univerſal tremor, upon which, after his arm was bound 
up again, ſupervened convulſive twitchings. So that, in 
fact, we left our patient in a much weaker condition than 
we found him in, though I had been very ſparing in taking 
blood from him. My hoſt, nevertheleſs, was very well 
ſatisfied, and would not be perſuaded but that the tremor 
was going off; at the ſame time he bade his wife give me 

| for my” trouble Fe beſt — every OW they had in the 


houſe. © 


30 
howſec In the fpace of thou | alf an hour, however, they . 
came and told us, that the poor lad was at the point of... 
death. I cannot deny, but that I reproached myſelf inter- 
nally, with having been in a manner the inſtrument of his 
death; I did not however omit, in order as it were to diſ- 
burthen my conſcience, to reproach my hoſt bitterly, as 
en been the Principal cauſe of ſending the ſoul of a 
Hottentot into eternity. But the good man ſeemed ſo much 
troubled, and took it ſo to heart, that I was actually going 
to comfort him, when he at laſt broke ſilence with a deep 
| ſigh, and anſwered me with ſome: warmth, ſaying, The 
devil a bit did he care for the Hottentot or his ſoul either, 
ſo that he could but get another ox-leader in his ſtead, as 
he muſt ſoon drive to the Cape to difpoſe of his butter. : 
In the mean time we went to ſee the ceremonies prac 
tiſed with the corpſe. In fact, they conſiſt in this; the 
Hottentots ſhake, jolt, pummel and cuff their dying coun- 
trymen, as well as ſuch as are juſt dead; at the ſame time 
ſhrieking and hollowing i in their ears, and caſting a world 
of reproaches on them for dying. Neither do they forget 
beſides to endeavour, by fair words and promiſes, to 
perſuade them not to leave this world; as if it depended 
on a man in the agonies of death, to die or not, juſt as he 
pleaſed. I now ſaw this ceremony performed to a hair on the 
youth I had let blood, by two Hottentot old women: Indeed, 
I was afraid, that by their perſeverance | in this pions work, 
they would quite ſuffocate the ſmall ſpark. of life which, 
at leaſt juſt after our arrival, was perceived in him; but, 
on the contrary, the patient came a little to himſelf, {0- 
that it appeared, as if by their ſhaking and jolting, they 
| had 
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Gase nad put the languid circulation, and n the vital 

— powers into proper motion again. My hoſt and I, how- 

ever, on our parts, did not neglect to get ſome brandy as 

= 1275 as poſſible, in order to moiſten his lips and noſe with 

1 afterwards heard here, on my return from my tour, 

ut this ſwoon came on the youth in conſequence of their 

having let him run out of the houſe during the frenzy. 

produced by the fever; as likewiſe, that low and fatigued 

as he was at that time, yet in the ſpace of ten or twelve 

days he had grown quite ſtout and hearty, inſomuch, that 

he had run away from his maſter during the journey to 

the Cape, in which I mentioned that my hoſt en to 
make uſe of him as ox-leader. 

There was an ozzer extremely well ſtuffed, which I now. 

keep in the cabinet of curioſities belonging to the Academy 

of Sciences, but which being a rarity in thoſe parts, my 

landlord intended as a preſent for the governor, and had 

kept it hid up in a private place for that purpoſe: he now, 

however, gave it to me by way of recompence for bleed- 

ing the lad, ſo thankful was the ſimple boor, and ſo much : 

charmed with this operation. This otter ſeemed to be of 

the ſame ſpecies with our European otter, (the Mu/te/a lutra 

LINN.) and to differ from it only in ſize, and in being of a 

lighter colour. The length of the body, meaſuring from 

the noſe to the root of the tail, is two feet and a half, and 

the whole length of the tail rather more than eighteen 

inches. This animal, in all probability, lives chiefly on a 

kind of round crabfiſh and frogs ; as in the freſh water of 

all the African rivers, that I have laid down in my map, 

two ſorts of fiſh only, that I know of, at are to be found, (and 


theſe 
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ror. 
buy another pair of oxen here, at eight rixdollars a-head. 


word; 
tite that aftoniſhed us. 
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theſe too in a very trifling quantity) viz. a very ſmall kind 
of gili- bead, the ſpecies of which I have forgot to deſcribe, —-— 


and the cyprinus A about the ſize of an t 
herring. 


On the 1 7th we went from the arid Carrow diftrict into 


Lange Kloof, (or the Long Dale) which commences at Brak- 
By way of reinforcing my team, I was obliged to 


The farmer's wife, who ſeemed to be the maſter here, 
warranted them to be without fault 'or blemiſh. As one 
of them, however, when we drove from hence, was ſoon 


found to be rather lame in one of the hind legs, we began ma 
to harbour ſome ſuſpicions of the fair vender's honeſt̃ . 
Her neighbours at leaſt aſſured us, that with reſpect to the hi 


dependence that was to be placed on her word, the ox 
might have been lame of all four legs, without our having 


any reaſon to blame any thing but our own credulity. We 


were likewiſe over-reached with regard to a horſe that we 


left here, by this ſame hoſteſs of ours and her huſband. 


Shortly after this they removed to the Cape, with a view 
to go into the commercial line there. They were never- 
theleſs at this time, | hoſpitable to the fulleſt extent of the 


tiſed, and, indeed, is a leading feature in the character of 


the country people here, ſo it appears to me from ſeveral 


circumſtances, that deceit in their dealings is likewiſe very 


prevalent in the colony; and by no means conſidered in ſo 
low and deſpicable a light, as 1t 1s with us, or as it really 


deſerves to be. 
In 


at the ſame time, eating themſelves with an appe- 
As hoſpitality is commonly prac- 
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| In the ciated: of Brak-rivier, AS well as in other 


SI places in Lange Kloof, they made great complaints concern- 


ing the p— graſs mentioned above, as growing in Arta- 


quas Kloof; though nobody could, with any degree of cer- 
tainty, point out any g herb as WL nn that 


_ denomination. 


In this part of the country 1 was conſulted by: a mart 


woman, who, through ignorance, as well as impatience. 
had pulled away piece-meal her uterus, which was in a 


prolapſed ſtate, without any bad conſequences enſuing. 
Near the ſource of Keurebooms-rivier there was a farm, 
from which, by a difficult and troubleſome foot- path, one 


might go in a day to Algoa-bay in Houtniquas. © Pot=rivier 


is likewiſe called Chamka, a name, which, as there was no 


room for it in the map, I thought it was proper to mention 
here for the ſake of future travellers. As Mr. IMMELMAN 
and I, being on horſeback, had rid to a conſiderable diſtance 


before the waggon, we loſt our way, it being then very dark ; 

we had the good luck, however, at length, to come up to 
a farm, not far from the laſt-mentioned river. We found 
the farm inhabited only by ſome Hottentots, who were left 


there by a coloniſt in order to look after it. They were 


ſo croſs-grained, as not to anſwer either in Dutch or Por- 


tugueſe, Mr. IMMELMAN'S enquiries about the road, al- 

though he promiſed to give them ſomething to drink, and 
though, as we were afterwards aſſured, they perfectly un- 
_ derſtood both theſe languages; but, to make amends, they 
jabbered a great deal to us in their own, of which, bow- 
_ Ever, we could not comprehend a {yIlable. | I do not know 


2 whether 


_ 


CAPE or GOOD. HOPE. 
whether this behaviour proceeded from a wicked diſpoſition, 


the foundation of which 1s to be ſought for in the general Ce; 


depravity, as it is called, of human nature; or whether it 
might, not rather be. conſidered, as a well-founded grudge 
harboured in the breaſts of theſe people againſt the Chriſtian 
coloniſts. | Since this adventure, we heard of many inſtances, 
in which the ſame thing had happened elſewhere to other 
Cbriſtians, who, by way of putting a trick on theſe poor 
fellows, pretended to be ignorant of the Hottentot language; 
and by this means heard unſuſpected the anſwers of the 
Hottentots, conſiſting in mere impertinence and ſcofling | 
jeſts, which they threw out againſt the Chriſtians with the 


higheſt glee, and, as they thought, with impunity, till the 


latter pulled off the maſk in order to avenge themſelves. 
As.we could get no information from theſe Hottentots, 
we endeavoured to find the way again ourſelves, as well as 
we could: but juſt as I imagined I had hit upon it, and as 
I was riding acroſs the river juſt mentioned, my horſe ſank 
all at once into the ooze quite up to the ſaddle. I imme- 
diately- threw myſelf off upon the bank ; but we found it a 
difficult matter to drag my horſe out of this quagmire ; and 
after all were obliged, together with our waggon, that 
came up afterwards, to wait for the dawn of the following 
day (the 22d) before we could find the right fording- 
place, when we proceeded to the river K##0:, or, as it is 
pronounced, ZKu-?koi. 
This name, which ſignifies head or r maſter, has proba- 
bly been beſtowed upon this river, as being the firſt branch, 
or rather the ſource of the great river of ?Cam-?Nafi, 
which again runs into that of ? Camtour. The farm at 
VoL. I. — . * 
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| _ ſhepherds to a. few hundreds of ſheep. JJ 


Kufoi river is called Auanture. From the mountains there- 
* abouts we ſaw the ſea, without being able to get the leaſt 
glimpſe of the foreſts of Houtniquas, on account of other 


mountains ſituated between. Neither had any one at- 
tempted to go down from hence into Houtniquas. 
We ſtaid in Lange Kloof n the 31, or laſt * of this 


b N incluſively. 


At Aapyes-rivier I ſaw an old ee with his wife, 


who, I was informed by farmer P. Verejra, had, a few 
months before, reigned over above a hundred Boſhies- 


men ; but they were now tranſlated by the farmer from 
this royal, or rather patriarchal dignity, to that of being 


whole, he gave them the higheſt commendations, as being 
quite different from the Hottentots in general, alert and 


exact in their buſineſs, and likewiſe as being well contented. 
with their lot, and ſuiting their inclinations to their for- 


tunes. It is poſſible, indeed, that this ancient couple, 
in conſequence of their good ſenſe and experience in life, 
might actually find a greater and more fubſtantial bliſs in 


being placed at the head of a flock of ſheep, than when they 
were on their throne ſurrounded by their ſubjects. I will 


even admit the farmer's aſſertion, that his ſheep throve 
better under the care of theſe illuſtrious and conſequently 


more enlightened perſonages; yet ſtill it is a deed that cries 


to heaven for vengeance, to bereave a whole community 
of its head and governor, for the ſake of ſome advantage 


and utility accruing thereby to a flock of ſheep, the pro- 


perty of a vile peaſant! - We ſaw, moreover, as we rode 


0 N in Lange Kloof) numbers of fugitive Hot= 


6 tentots 
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tentots of both, ſexes, who were now no longer purſued 


becauſe it was: not worth, any coloniſt's while to lay hold on 
them, as they would be liable to be demanded back by 
their former maſters. One of theſe that I paſſed on the 
road, a very old man, died (as I was, told) the day after of 


weakneſs and fatigue., Moſt of theſe fugitives carried a 


thick ſtout ſtaff, generally headed with a heavy gritſtone 
of two pounds weight or more, rounded off, and with a 
hole bored through the middle of it, in order to increaſe 
the force of the ſtick, for the purpoſe of digging up roots 
and bulbs out of the ground; and at the ſame time for 
piercing the hard clay hillocks, which are formed to the 


bs ſpecies of inſect of which the Boſhies- men's food i in a great 
meaſure conſiſts. It gave me no ſmall pain, to ſee the 


Poor old fugitives frequently waſting the remains of their 


ſtrength on theſe indurated hillocks in vain, ſome other ani- 
mal, that feeds on ants, having worked its way into them, 
and conſumed all their proviſion before hand. 

I was at a place in Lange Kloof, where ſeveral Hottentot 
| fugitives came to beg tobacco of our hoſts. They acknow- 
ledged, that they had come over the mountains from Hout- 


niquas, where they had, indeed, had a very good maſter; 


but ſaid, that they then choſe to go home to their own 
country : and, indeed, (particularly fince the death of 


one of their Companiangy were obliged to remove from 


thence. 


At Krakeel-rivier (i. e. the river of ſtrife) the ground was 


very ſtony, and there were a great many heaps of pebble- 
Rr 2 | tones, 


0 TM 


9 Ofober 
partly on account of their age and infirmities, and partly \ 


icht of three or four feet, by a kind of ants, (terme) a 


177 
KM 


_ tural produce of the fields, as I have deſcribed above. The 
farmers hereabouts, | on that account, did not dare to let their 
cattle feed at any diſtance from their farms. 
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ſtones, three or four feet in height, that had lain there 


N time out of mind; ſo that no conjectures could be formed, 


to what end or on What occaſic on thy ne had been TORE" eb 


together. oo, un 


In a vale near this ſpot I faw Feten urge pits, wick 3 


ſharp ſtake placed in the middle, intended as ſnares to catch 
the larger ſort of game. I and my Horſe were vr” near 


being caught in one of them ourſelves. 
In the mountains near Kiippen-drift lives, it is Kad, 2 


race of Hottentots, who, from the place of their abode, 2 


called Mountain-Hottentots. Theſe are, without doubt, the 


ſame kind of Boſhies- men, that ſteal and make their prey 


of cattle, and, in other reſpects, live on game and the na- 


At Zwarte Klbof, a farm ſituated between Krabeei. and 
Wagenbooms-riviers, they ſhewed me a Hottentot girl, about 
ten years old, Who, though born and brought up in their 
ſervice, had got, as they ſaid, even at that tender age, the 


Hottentot way of eloping. She had run away for a fort- 
night together, and in all this time had lived on nothing 
but the wild produce of the fields and woods; and yet had 


kept up her fleſh, and returned home plump and i in good 
condition. On her return, ſhe gave an account of herſelf 
to the following purport. That ſhe had wandered to a 
great diſtance, and once at the ſight of a huge beaſt, (which, 
on her giving a farther deſcription of it, was ſuppoſed to 
Have been a lion) ſhe was ſo terribly frightened, that. ſhe 
immediately made the beſt of her way home. 


About 
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About 777 agenbooms-rivier there is found, according to 


length, which we ſuppoſed to be very VENOMOUS, as the 
Hottentots teſtified the greateſt dread of them. This crea- 


ture is ſaid, however, to be very rare. The heaps of ſtones - 


_ lying near this ſame river, are the peculiar abode of great 
numbers of thoſe little animals which are deſcribed by 
M. PALLAs, by the name of cavia Capenſis *, and by the co- 


loniſts are called daſſes, or badgers. Theſe creatures, which 


have ſome affinity with the ordinary marmots, and are 


about the ſame ſize, are eaten by many people, who look on 


them as a delicacy. They are likewiſe eaſily made ex- 
tremely tame, and are found in many other places in the 


African mountains. The little Dagzz iſlands on the weſt- 


ern coaſt of Africa, take their name from them. 
On thoſe places in the mountains, where theſe creatures 
dwell, there is found a ſubſtance called here Daſſen-piſs. 


It reſembles petroleum, or rock-oil, and by many, that 


have ſeen it, is actually conſidered as ſuch. - It is likewiſe 
uſed by ſome people for medical purpoſes, and by them is 
{uppoſed to have greater powers than is conſiſtent with 
any degree of probability. Finding that this ſubſtance did 
not ſtand the ſame proofs as petrolæum, and at the ſame 
time that it was found only in places frequented by the 


galſes, 1 had ſufficient reaſon to conclude that it proceeded 


from this animal, and that it is moſt probably the men- 
ſtrual excretion of the creature; as obſervations made on 
a tame female of this ſpecies, have given room for ſuch a 


* This animal is of the ſame genus with the Guinea-pig, or cavia cobaya. 


ſuſpicion; 
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all accounts, a lizard as black as a coal, about a foot in 
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og, uſpicion; and as beſides che d 
| found in th 


- 


s excrements are often 
is ſubſtance, and ſeldom any where elſe. 


: The river of Three Fountains, (Drie Fonteins) the laſt 
in Lange Kloof, is the origin of ſome great river in 
Sitſicamma. 1 


The temperature of the air for this month of October, 
approached as nearly as poſſible to that of the prec 
month, or September. The rainy days were 

roth, 1th, zoth, 22d, 23d, 26th, 27th, 
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rivier, or the Crooked-river, fo called from the ci T i 
cumſtance of its running with many turnings and wind- 
ings through a very narrow dale. This river was very 
full of ooze, and in other reſpects was inconvenient to us, 
as we had to croſs it eight times before we got to EHu 
boſch, which was the following day, or "the 2d of No- 
vender. 
The name of ä is given to a kind of woody 
tract along Een-rivier, which, as well as the wood, has 
taken its name from the eſſe or aſh-tree, This tree makes 
an entirely new genus, and is deſcribed by me in the Tranſ- 
actions of the Royal Academy of Sciences, by the name of 
Fkebergia Capenſis, in compliment to the Chevalier CHARLES 
GusTAVUs EKEBERG, Member of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences, and Knight of the Order of Vaſa, who was the 
occaſion of my making this voyage ; and who, by his zeal 
for natural hiſtory, and the great pains he has been at in 
promoting it, is highly deſerving of this diſtinction. 


O0 N the 1ſt of November we ſet on * Rromme- 1776. 


The 
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1775- "The tract of country round about this place is conſidered 


ow as /our, A farmer had lately choſen this ſpot to cultivate 
and live in. For the preſent, a hut compoſed of leaves 
and ftraw was all the houſe he had. Here I found and 
= made a deſcription of many trees and ſhrubs, which I had 
not ſeen before. ere were likewiſe, in greater numbers 
than elſewhere, infects of that peculiar genus firſt deſcribed 
by Profeſſor THUNBERG, by the name of pneumora, in the 
Swediſh Tranſactions, Vol. XXXVI. p. 254. This ſpecies, 
to which likewiſe muſt be referred the Gryllus papillos. 
FABR., is compoſed of 1. Pn. aumac. (Gryll. unicol. LINN.) 
2. Pn. macul. (Gr. variolos. LINN. & FABR.) 3. Pn. er Al 
gutt. (Gr. inan. FaBR.) They are from two to three inches 
long, and their abdomen, one firigle ſmall gut excepted, is 
always found empty, and at the ſame time quite pellucid, 
as well as blown up and diſtended; on which account 
they are called b/aa2-0ps by the coloniſts, and are ſaid to 
live on nothing but wind. In the day-time they are moſtly 
ſilent, but of an evening, in the places haunted by them, 
one ſometimes hears from all ſides the noiſe of them, which 
is tremulous and tolerably loud. They are readily allured by 
any ſtrong light in the dark, and are then moſt eafily caught; 
but very rarely appear at that time. A perſon aſſured me, 
they might eaſily be brought out of their hiding-places by 
a Noiſe, or by talking to them, as it were, and going to 
meet them; but when he made the experiment in my 
preſence it failed. | 
On the 3d we baited at the next farm, which was on the 
other fide of Diep-rivier. Several Hottentots of the Boſhies- 
man race, who were in the farmer's ſervice, had their huts 
near 


r 
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near the farm. Theſe huts were made of ſtraw, but were N 
now, for the greater part, covered beſides with large flips of 
elephant's fleſh, which was cut out zig-zag faſhion in 
ſtrings or {hps of the thickneſs of two, three, and four 
fingers breadth, and ſtrung together to the length of many 
yards. Some of theſe were wound round the huts, while 
others were ſtretched from one hut to the other for the 
ſake of drying them. At this time the men, women, ande 
children here had no other employment than to ſleep, 
{moke, and feaſt upon elephant's fleſh. And though I had 
eaten dog's fleſh in the South-Sea, yet the appearance and 
flavour of the preſent entertainment, were ſufficient to take _— 
from me all curiofity. and defire of taſting - that of hne 95 
elephant. Beſides, at this time it was not freſh, but had Fa 
been dried for ſome days in the ſun; ſo that had I taſted 
of it, my opinion could not by any means have been de- 
pended om; and I ſhould have drawn upon myſelf the 
contempt of the coloniſts into the bargain, who look upon 
it almoſt as horrible an action to eat the fleſh of an elephant 
as that of a man; as the elephant, according to them, is 
a very intelligent animal, inſomuch that, when it is 
wounded and finds that it cannot eſcape from its enemies, 
it will in a manner weep, the tears running down its 
cheeks, in like manner as in the human ſpecies when in 
ſorrow and affliction.—I was deſirous of riding out upon 
the plains where the elephants had been ſhot, in order to 
ſce the ſkeletons of them; but was aſſured, that all their 
bones had been already dragged off the Premiſes by the 
Wolves. 


zin c ee vo why.” 
15 This which they were now ending upon they ſuppoſed 


ED to be a young male, as the tuſks were rather of the ſmalleſt, 
being no more than three feet long, and its largeſt grinders - 
not above four inches in breadth 5 while the grinder of an 
elephant which I got from ſome other elephant-hunters at 
the Cape, and now keep in the cabinet of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences, is nine inches broad, and weighs four 
Pounds and a half; though it bears evident marks of 
having been the fartheſt tooth in the jaw, and of not being 
grown to its full ſize, having been manifeſtly included in 
the gum to aboat two-thirds of its length. The diſtance 
from the root to the top of the tooth, or its elevation above 
the ſocket, ſeems to have been five inches. One of the 
ears of the elephant ſhot at this place, was reported to have 
reached from the ſhoulders of a middle- ſized Hottentot 
down to the ground. One of the fore-legs, which had 
been brought to the farm, lay there as yet undiſſected. 
The hide was not nearly ſo compact and cloſe as thoſe of 
the rhinoceros and hippopotamus, but the texture of it 
ſeemed to be compoſed of larger tubes and blood-veſſels; 
at the ſame time that the external ſurface of it was more 
uneven, wrinkled, and knotty, and therefore cannot be 
uſed for making whips, as are the hides of the animals 
juſt mentioned. The foot was almoſt round, meaſuring 
very little more acroſs than the leg, which was hardly one 
foot in diameter. The toes ſhould be always five in num- 
ber, but the hoofs vary in that reſpect, according to the 
obſervation of M. DE BurFon, Tom. XI. p. 68. In this 
ſpecimen I found only four, the largeſt of which ſeemed 
to have been on the outſide of the foot, and the ſmalleſt 
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were but one inch each in diameter. The {kin under the 1775- 

Nes e 

foot, did not ſeem to be thicker or of a firmer texture than 
that of the other parts of the body. 
It was ſuppoſed, that the elephant which was ſhot here, 
had been driven away from its herd by ſome other males 
ſtronger than itſelf out of $7; comma, in the thick foreſts 
of which diſtrict the elephant may yet find an aſylum; or, 
to ſpeak more properly, be fortified againft the attacks of 
their enemies: for as to Lange Klhof, and other places 
which the Chriſtians had begun to inhabit, theſe animals. 
were obliged immediately to retire from them. The chace 
of the elephant here mentioned was, according to the ac- 
count a ge 15 the hunters thena{ 740k (a couple of farmers) 

On n very evening on Which they: Gave this twge ani- "I 
mal, they immediately reſolved to purſue it on horſeback 3* | 
though ſo far were they from being ſkilful and practiſed 
elephant-hunters, that they never before ſet eyes upon one 
of theſe animals. This, however, according to their de- 
ſcription, was, in all probability, not more than eleven or 
twelve feet high; while, on the other hand, the largeſt of 
this ſpecies are ſaid to attain to the height of fifteen or ſix- 

teen feet#. Their horſes, though as much unaccuſtomed 
as their riders to the fight of this coloſſal animal, yet did. 
not flineh 1 in the leaſt. Neither indeed did the animal ſeem 


* Tf this be the caſe, the Aﬀatic elephants are e much inferior to the 3 in point 
of ſize: as Mr. WoL, who was nineteen years in Ceylon, where theſe animals are 
largeſt, and who had opportunities of getting the beſt information concerning them, 
ſpeaks of twelve feet, or ſix German ells, as being a great height, and mentions an 
elephant of twelve feet and an inch in height, as a great curioſity. Vid. the Life and 
Adventures of J. C. Mols, win his Voyage to Ceylon, juſt publiſhed, 
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cr ſeventy paces of him; when one of them at that inſtant, 
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to trouble himſelf about them, till they came within ſixty 


after the uſual manner. of the Cape huntſmen, jumped off 


his horſe, and, ſecuring the (bridle, fell upon one knee, 


and with his left-hand ſticking his ramrod into the ground, 
and then reſting his piece upon it, took his aim and fired 
at the elephant, which then had got about. forty or fifty 


paces farther off: for in this country, when they hunt the 


larger kind of animals, they generally chooſe to take the 
opportunity of firing at the diſtance of one hundred and 
fifty paces; on the one hand, becauſe they load their pieces 
in ſuch a manner, that the ball, in their opinion, does 


moſt execution at that diſtance; and on the other, becauſe, 
at this diſtance, they can gain time to mount their horſes 
again, and make off, before the wounded animal can come 
up to them to take his revenge. 


Scarcely had our ſportſ- 
man got into the ſaddle, and turned his horſe's head round, 
before he found that the elephant was at his heels. Juſt 
at that inſtant the creature ſet up a ſhrill piercing cry, 
which he thought he felt pierce to the very marrow of his 
bones; and which occaſioned his horſe likewiſe to make 
ſeveral haſty leaps, and then gallop away twice as faſt as 
before. In the mean time, the huntſman had the preſence 
of: mind to ride his horſe up an aſcent, knowing that ele- 
phants and other large animals are ſlow and unwieldy goin g 
up hill, in proportion to their weight, but the contrary in 
going down hill. By this means he not only made the 
more ſure of diſtancing his antagoniſt, but his companion 
had the more time to advance on one ide of the elephant, 


where he thought he could eaſieſt direct his ſhot at the 


heart 
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heart and larger arteries belonging to the lungs of the ani- 4 1775; 
mal. Neither did this, however, hit any dangerous part, $5 464þ 
as the horſe was unruly and pulled at the bridle, which 
the man had hung over his right arm, at the inſtant that, 
in like manner as the former, he had jumped off his horſe 
and diſcharged his piece. The elephant now turned upon this 
latter antagoniſt, but was ſoon tired of purſuing him, as the 
ſportſman had an opportunity of riding from him up a {till 
ſteeper hill than his companion. Afterwards the two hunters 
found it would anſwer better to hold each other's horſes, 
ſo that they ſhould not get away, while each of the ſportſ- 
men fired their pieces by turns. The elephant, even after 
the third ball, ſtill threatened vengeance ; but the fourth with 
drop till he had received the eighth. Several experienced 152 
hunters of elephants nevertheleſs have aſſured me, that one 
fingle ball is ſufficient to bring an elephant to the ground, 
but for this purpoſe it is neceſſary, 
1ſt, That the bore of the piece be large enough to ad- 
mit of a ball weighing about ates or at leaſt above two 
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ble it to Rear a higher ha for it aſs be 1 | 
that the farmers, for the purpoſe of hunting the elephant, 
ſea-cow, rhinoceros, and even the buffalo, generally chuſe 
(and pay a good price for) the large old-faſhioned Swediſh 
and Daniſh muſkets, which at preſent, on account of their 
great weight and clumſineſs, are no longer in uſe; but 
they generally put a ſtronger ſtock to them than they had 


before, in order that they may bear a charge ſo much the 
"nrgher 
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higher without recoiling. It is in conſequence of the 
weight of the piece, that the ſportſman hardly ever offers 
to fire off his gun, without reſting on his ramrod in the 
manner before mentioned. 
to diſcharge his piece, while ſitting on his horſe's back, as 


commonly, in conſequence of hard riding, both the horſe 


and its maſter have a tremor upon them. 

2dly, For the ſhooting of elephants, it is PIPES that 
the ball be compoſed of about one part of tin, and two parts 
of lead; for a ball made of lead alone will be quite, or, at 
leaſt in ſome meaſure flattened, againſt the thick and very 


tough hides of the larger kind of animals, and by this means 


fail of having its intended effect, as I have myſelf ſeen in 


the caſe of the rhinoceros. 
mixture of tin in the ball,. this will be too light, and brittle 


Again, if there be 


into the bargain ;. ſo that, as I have likewiſe found by expe- 
rience, it will fly aſunder in the ſeam, when it hits againſt 


the boney parts of the body of any large beaſt. Several people 


have aſſured me, that with muſkets, ſuch as I have juitmen- 


tioned, highly charged, and tin balls, they could make a hole 
through a plough- ſhare of a tolerable thicknefs. Indeed I 


never ſaw this done, but do not look upon it as incredible; 
as when I ſeemed to doubt of the fact, ſeveral people of- 
On the other hand, I was 


fered to lay me a wager of it. 
the more inchned to believe it, as I knew that with a mere 
leaden piſtol bullet, a perſun has ſometimes ſhot through 
a breaſt- plate. I have heard many ſportſmen mention it, 
as a fact well known among their fraternity, that when 
they have got an opportunity of firing with the larger 


kind of fire-arms among a herd of zebras and quaggas 


that 


Still leſs does any one venture 


> to0- gr eat - 


_ 


1 


1 7 
* 40851441 
To BY 


CAPE or GOOD "HOPE. 319 
that have ſtood cloſe together, the ball, when it did not WT. 7; 


hit upon any of the boney parts of them, has 7 W N : 
four or five of theſe at a time. 

4thly, It is neceſſary above all things to hit the elephant 
on the heart, or ſomewhere near it, where it is a great 

chance but that the ball meets with ſome large blood-veſſel, 
by which means the animal ſoon bleeds to death. It is 
therefore the more requiſite to have a large piece, as the 
wound made by a ſmall ball, may eaſily happen to be cloſed 
up with fat or clots of blood; not to mention that the elaſ- 
ticity of the hide and muſcular fibres, in the elephant, rhi- 
noceros, and many other large animals, is proportionally 
greater than in the ſmaller kind of game; in conſequence 
of which circumſtance, the wound made by the thot is the 
more eaſily contracted and diminiſhed. 

Indeed, a man famous for ſhooting of elephants told 
me, that the beſt way to come at the heart of this animal, 
was to level the piece at that part of its ſide, which is gene- 
rally in contact with the tips of its ears; but to judge from 
the beautiful drawing of this creature in M. DE BUFFON's 
work, the ears ſeem too ſhort for the directions given me 
by my informer to be of any uſe; except, indeed, that the 
African elephants ſhould have ſomewhat longer ears than 
that of M. DE BurroN; or that the ears in the large and 
very old animals of this ſpecies, are proportionably much 
more lengthened, than in the young one repreſented 1 in the 
work above-mentioned. 

The huntſmen at the Cape ſeem to have learned from 
Experience, not to take aim at the elephant's head, as the 


brain is too ſmall to be eaſily hit, and is moreover well 
defended 
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So correſponds with what is previouſly known with regard 


BosMAN's Voyage to Guinea, page 2:54,) unleſs the fire-- 
leſs does it require a whole army, as the former author 
this, in Africa, is often attempted by a fingle huntſmang 
in caſe he meets with the elephants on the plains. In ſo doing, 


he ſcarcely runs any greater riſk than when he has only 


old ones, who have the ſtrongeſt teeth, and are the 


lame by it, and in conſequence of this may expect 


K VOYAGE re 12 
defended by a thick and hard cranium. | This likewiſe 


to this animal; but from what has been ſaid above, it 18 
evident, that two or three hundred people could not poſ- 
ſibly have any trouble in ſhooting one elephant, (a fact 
which however is related by M. Burrox, page 11, fron: 


arms, as well as the ſportſmen, are miſerable indeed : much 
ſuppoſes it does, to attack a herd of elephants. In fact, 


when mounted on a fleet horſe accuſtomed to the chaſe, 


one of theſe animals to attack. In this caſe, the youngeſt 
elephants are wont to fly firſt; but one or two of the. 


very identical animals the ſportſmen with to have to 
do with, ſometimes, perhaps, will run after him; but 
as they are ſoon weary and turn back again, the port 
man goes after them again, and always finds an opportu- 
nity of ſhooting ſome of them. When one of theſe beaſts 
is hit only upon the flank, it is commonly ſaid, that he 
has received earneſt of the huntſman, as he is rendered 


from them a more dangerous wound before he can be able 
to get off. The larger the elephants teeth are, and the 
older the animals are themſelves, the heavier and flower like- 
wile they are {aid to be, and find it more difficult to eſcape: 
At nar when the ſun. has ſhone extremely hot, they 


have 
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have been generally found very weak and weary, ſo that 


 Hottentots, who are trained up to ſhooting, and often 
carried out by the farmers for this purpoſe, are particularly 
daring in this point; as they are not only ſwifter in 
running, but alſo, not without reaſon, ſuppoſe that they 
have a leſs ſuſpicious appearance than the white people in 


the eyes of the elephants and other animals; and, on 


account of the rank odour they have, (fomewhat like that 


of game) which proceeds from their ſkin-cloaks, their 


greaſe, and their bucku powder, are leis liable to be a 
covered by the ſcent. 


When the elephant finds himſelf be it is ſaid that 


N never offers to defend himſelf. from his enemies, —_—  - = 


frequently not even to fly from them, but ſtands ſtill to 
cool himſelf, and ſprinkle himſelf with the water, which 
he ſometimes keeps in reſerve in his proboſcis. At this 
juncture, if he comes to a piece of water, and finds himſelf 
warm, he ſucks up ſome of it, in order to ſprinkle himſelf 
with it. It is already well known to naturaliſts, that the 


elephant's haunts are generally near rivers; neither are they 


ignorant of the care and regularity with which, in Afia, thoſe 


that are rendered tame, are taken to water in order to be waſu- 


ed: ſo that it did not ſeem at all incredible to me, that the ele- 
phants ſhould ſometimes be found, as I am informed they 
often are, in the dry torrid fields of Africa, quite faint and 
dying with thirſt. One perſon aſſured me, that in a marſhy 
place, or, more properly ſpeaking, a place full ofland-ſprin 88, 
{fontern grond) he had obſerved pretty diſtinct veſtiges of ele- 
Phants 1 8 lain there. All the accounts I could collect, 
VoL, I TT - agreed 
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people have ventured forth on foot to ſhoot them. Some 
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probably that they might not ſtick faſt in the ooze; while, 


_ this appendage, which at the ſame time forms his noſe or 
organ of ſmell, and is endued with a great olfactory power. It 


rivers, over which they ſwam with great eaſe. For not- 


_ carries his long trunk raiſed above the ſurface of the water 


heads and eyes have been all the while under water. 


contrive to preſerve the fleth for their ſervants, viz. their 


many guilders, ſo that a man may ſometimes earn three 


"mT 
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agreed in | this, that theſe animals, when hunted, endea- 
voured, with the greateſt care, to avoid muddy rivers, 


on the other hand, they induftriouſly fought out the larger 


withſtanding that the elephant, from his feet, and the 
poſition of his limbs, does not ſeem to be adapted for 
ſwimming when he is out of his depth in the water, his body 
and head being entirely ſunk under the ſurface, yet he is in 
leſs danger of being drowned than other land animals, as he 


in order to breathe, and can ſteer his courſe in it by means of 


has conſequently been obſerved, that when ſeveral elephants 
have ſwam over a river at the ſame time, they have all 
found the way very well; and have been able at the ſame 
time to avoid running foul of each other, though their 


It is merely for the ſake of the teeth that the elephants 
are hunted by the coloniſts, excepting when they can 


ſlaves and Hottentots. And as the larger elephants teeth 
weigh from one hundred to one hundred and fifty Dutch 
pounds, which may be diſpoſed of to government for as 


hundred guilders at one ſhot, it is no wonder that the 
hunters of elephants are often ſo extremely ventureſome. 
A peaſant (now dead) who had hunted a large elephant 


over the mouth of Zondags-rivier, where it is very deep 


F and 
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and broad, was bold enough to purſue it with his horſe, _ 


and got over very ſafe, though he carried his heavy gun 
with him on his ſhoulder, and could not ſwim himſelf. 


It was ſaid, however, that he got nothing by this bold 


and daring action, as the elephant took refuge in a cloſe 
thorny thicket, where the hunter neither could nor dared 
to follow it. 

It is only on the plains chat they can ſucceed in attack - 
ing the elephants; in the woods, where the attack cannot 
be made otherwiſe than on foot, the chaſe is always more 
dangerous. The hunter muſt take great care to get on 
the lee ſide of the animal, or againſt the wind; for if by 


means of the wind he once gets ſcent of the hunter, he 
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ruſhes directly on him „ endeavouring tt. elnge  _ 


cially if (as frequently is the caſe) he has ever been hunt- 
ed before; and thus has had occaſion to know from expe- 
rience, how dangerous and bold theſe markſmen are. 
More than one of theſe daring men have, by this means, 
been brought into the greateſt danger. Dink Marcus, 


the man I mentioned before as living at Hage/-craal, gave 
me an account of one of his adventures of the chaſe as 


follows : 


„ Once in my younger days, ſaid he, when from a 
hill covered with buſhes near a wood, I was endeavouring 


to ſteal upon an elephant to the leeward of .me, on a 
ſudden I heard from the lee ſide, a frightful cry or noiſe ; 
and though at. that time I was one of the boldeſt ele- 
phant-hunters in the whole country, I cannot deny, but 
that I was in a terrible taking, inſomuch that I believe the 
hair on my head ſtood quite an end. At the ſame time it 


E appeared 
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appeared to me, as though I had had ſeveral pails of cold 


without my being able to ſtir 
from the ſpot, before I faw this huge creature ſo near me, 


that he was almoſt on the point of laying hold on me with 


his trunk. At that inſtant I fortunately had the preſence 
of mind to take to my legs, and, to my great amazement, 
found myſelf fo ſwift, that I thought I ſcarcely touched 
the ground: the beaſt, however, was in the mean time 


pretty cloſe at my heels; but having at laſt got to the 


wood, and crept away from him between the trees, the 
elephant could not eaſily follow me. With reſpect to the 
place I was in at firſt, I am certain that the animal could 


nen tes mes. and conſequently that he firſt found me out = 
It may be thought, indeed, that, out of 4 


revenge at leaſt, I ought to have fired my piece at this 
faucy intruder; but, in fact, he came upon me ſo unex- 
pectedly, that in my firſt fright I did not think of it: and 
afterwards, my life depended upon every ſtep I took; and 
at laſt I was too much out of breath to attempt any thing of 
that kind, being in fact very glad to get off ſo well as I 
did. Beſides I doubt much, whether a ball lodged in the 
cheſt, would have gone through the pleura into the heart; 
the ſureſt method i is, to fire the ball in between the ribs, 
quite {lanting through the lungs or cheſt.” 


Another of theſe buſh-fighting gentry, CLaas Volk 


by name, according to all accounts was not ſo fortunate. 


Being once upon a plain under the ſhelter of a few ſcam- 
bling thorn-trees, (72/9/a Nilotica) he thought he ſhould 
be able to ſteal upon an elephant that was near the ſpot; 
but was diſcovered, purſued, and overtaken by the animal, 


which 
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which laid. hold of wi with his rick. and beat him to 


death. This, however, is the only inſtance in the me- ww? 


mory of man, of any of theſe hunters having met with a 
misfortune in the exerciſe of their profeſſion; excepting; 
another peaſant of the name of RuLoy CHAMFER,. itt 
whoſe ſide an elephant made a deep hole with its toe, as | 
(without ſeeing the man) it was lifting up its foot in order 
to ſtep over him. I examined the ſcar left after this wound, 
and found. a deep depreſſion of four of the ribs, which 
were ſtill fractured, and of which the man complained a 
good deal upon any change of weather. This mis for- 
tune had happened to him many years before, near Zwart- 
kops-rivier, where, with two of his companions, he lay 


_ Heeping in the open air, by a fire that was almoſt. burne „ 


out. Theſe two, very luckily for them, awoke a little 
before the arrival of the elephant, and crept away among 
the buſhes ;- but the ſaddle-horſes belonging to all the three, 
which, indeed, were tied to a.tree,. had their backs broken 
in ſeveral places. The elephants. were four or five in 
number, and were paſſing on their way very leiſurely, at 

the time when they did this miſchief. 

From what has been already related, it follows evident- 
ly, that the elephant- hunt, ſo circumſtantially deſcribed by 
M. DE LA CAILLE, in his Journal Hiſtorique du Voyage fait 
au Cap de B. Eſperance, p. 158, 159, 160, 161, 162, as 
being undertaken by the coloniſts with lances, can be no- 
thing elſe but a ſtory, with which ſomebody impoſed upon 
the good Abbe's credulity ;. and which, when I was at the 
Cape, ſeveral people that knew a little more of the matter, 
were graceleſs — to make a jeſt of. Neither is there 

much 


. 
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much more phrababiliey' in the account given by this author, 


WR of a misfortune that happened to an elephant-hunter in 


this country. The ſtory runs thus: One day three bro- 
thers, natives of Europe, who had already made a hand- 
ſome fortune by following this profeſſion, had attacked 


an elephant by turns, all three of them being on horſeback 


and armed with lances: at length, however, one of their 


| Horſes happening to ſtumble, the enraged beaſt laid hold 


on him, and threw him, together with his rider, up into 
the air, a hundred paces from him; then taking up the 
latter, ran him through the body with one of his large 
tuſks ; upon which, thus impaled and ſhrieking in a horrid 
manner, as it were, the animal held him up with exulta- 
tion to the two other horſemen his unhappy brothers. 
Here we muſt obſerve, that it is not extremely probable, 
that an elephant could throw a horſe a hundred paces from 
him, any more than that a man ſhould be able to cry out 
and ſhriek, when he was pierced through, and ſpitted on 
the thick tooth of an elephant. But in the Abbe's defence 
it muſt be remembered, that this ingenious aſtronomer did 
not intend to print any hiſtorical account of the Cape; the 
ſhort remarks he made upon this e being r not pub- 

liſhed till after his death. | 
The elephant's manner of copulatiniz we been hitherto 
the ſubject of great diſputes; for, notwithſtanding the great 
numberthere is of them in India, many of which are apt to be 
in rut in ſo high a degree as to become furious in conſequence 
of it, {til} nobody has ever been able to make them copu- 
late. Several authors have explained the matter in this way; 
that the r were too modeſt to ſuffer any human 
creature 


GAE 0 r 800 HOP E. ” 327 


creature ta be witneſs of their union, ta cireumſtance 1775. 


November. 


which theſe animals have always reaſon to be apprehenfive — 
of, even though the male and female are both ſhut up 
together i in the ſame dark ſtable. -Others indeed have gone 
ſo far as to aſſert, that the elephants are fo ſhy, as not to 
ſuffer any of their own kind to be preſent at their copulation. 
And many have endeavoured to explain the continence of 
| theſe animals in their domeſticated ſtate, from the confi- 
deration of their magnanimity and pride, ſuppoſing them 
to have too much ſenſe, as well as greatneſs of ſoul, to 
with to multiply their race, and thus debate it by brit 
it into the world in a ſtate of bondage to mankind. But 
fince we know, that elephants ſuffer themſelves to be 
brought to obedience ſooner, and, indeed, to a greater 
degree of ſubjection than almoſt any other animal, it ſnould 
ſeem that neither can we, with any reaſon, beſtow our 
approbation on this latter opinion. 
In all probability, therefore, this repugnance i in a point 
to which nature, on the other ſide, viſibly encourages all 
her creatures, proceeds from the peculiar make of the 
elephant, rendering it partly unfit for the performance of 
theſe rites; an impediment which nature, perhaps, found 
it neceſſary to ſet up againſt the too great increaſe of theſe 
gigantic animals; as, were it otherwiſe, by deſolating and 
laving waſte the whole extent of the warmer climates, they 
would bring on the deſtruction of their own ſpecies. 
Moreover, as nature does not operate without means, may 
not the continence of the elephant, whether natural to it, 
or whether it be the mere conſequence of its form, or other 
accidental circumſtances, may not, I ay, this continence 
be 
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be the means employed by nature for the promotion of the 


* growth and ſtrength of this animal, which ſo conſiderably 


exceed thoſe of any other? Elephants (excepting ſome 
males, which, being either too old or too young to contend 
with their ſtronger rivals, are hunted away by them) always 
keep in herds; ſo that while ſome few are, perhaps, pre- 
vented by the jealouſy of others from copulating in the 
early part of life, and conſequently from being enervated, 
it is, probably, as I ſaid before, the peculiar formation of 
their bodies which, after all, proves the. greateſt obſtacle 
in this point; for the parts of generation in both ſexes arc 
placed about the middle, juſt under the belly, and thoſe 
of the male are very ſhort in proportion to its body. _ 


From this peculiarity in their formation moſt authors have, 
without ſufficient foundation concluded, that the females 


are capable of admitting the embraces of the male in no 


other manner than lying on their backs. Nay, although 


no one has ever been able to ſay, that he had been an 
_ eye-witneſs to this, yet that great naturaliſt, M. DE Br FON, 


Tom. XI. p. 63, looks upon it as ſo incontrovertible a point, 


that he aſſures us, he ſhould not once have doubted of it, 


even if the travellers DE FEYNEs, TAVERNIERS, and Bus- 
$Ys did not accord with him, which, however, they do in 


this particular. He therefore objects likewiſe againſt 


Ariſtotle, and that with ſo much the greater reaſon, as 
this author defcribes their copulation as differing in no 


other way from that of other quadrupeds, than merely in 


the female s lowering her loins on this occaſion. Never- 


| theleſs, in order to determine this fingular queſtion with 


more certainty, I let flip no opportunity of interrogating 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 
on the ſubject every elephant-hunter I ſaw. To this 


approve of the common opinion, if they had not been 


differently informed by two of their companions, Jacos 


Kok and Marcus POTGIETER, who had actually ſeen 
elephants copulate. I met, however, only with the for- 


mer of theſe hunters, who told me, he had likewiſe him- 


ſelf been of opinion, that the female was obliged to lie 
on her back on this occaſion; till at length, being out 
along with PoTGIETER hunting of elephants, he had occa- 
ſion to think otherwiſe. On a certain ſpot they came to, 

they could reckon about eight elephants, which, on account 


of the {mall ſize of their tuſks, they took for females, ET 


excepting two large ones; which, making ſeveral circles 
round one of theſe that they took for females, (the only 
one, perhaps, in rut) frequently (in all probability, by 
way of carefling her) ſtruck her with their trunks, till 
at length ſhe threw herſelf down upon her knees, and 
keeping the {pine of her back in a ſtiff and extended po- 
ſition, brought her hind-feet quite cloſe to her fore-feet, 
or ſomewhat beyond them; ſo that ſhe almoſt, as it were, 
ſtood upon her head. In this conftrained poſture they 
ſaw her wait a long time for the careſſes of the males, 
who, in fact, likewiſe endeavoured to perform the matri- 
monial rites, but from jealouſy hindered each other, when- 
ever either of them began to mount. After two hours 
had thus elapſed, the patience of our hunters began to 
tire; and the rather, becauſe, on account of the uneven 
and ſtoney nature of the ground, Which, however, had 
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query they all agreed in replying, that with reſpect to the * 
above-mentioned argument, they ſhould be inclined to 
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x 775 no wood upon it, and of a river being between them, 
they could not venture to advance and fire at theſe animals. 
I will not diſſemble, that though I have not the leaft oc- 
= caſion to doubt the veracity of my informer, and though 
= what he told me is by no means impoſſible, I yet find 
=_ great difficulty in this matter. But on the other hand, 
the ſame may be ſaid of M. DE BurFroNn's, or the common 
opinion ; firſt, as they have not been able to confirm it 
by the teſtimony of any eye-witneſs, nor even by any in- 
ſtance of this kind in other quadrupeds properly ſo called; 
that is, in ſuch animals as have ſome degree of affinity with 
elephants ; ſecondly, as the female's lying on her back 
can hardly be more convenient for the male, eſpecially as 
the vagina, according to what I am told, goes from the 
fore- part backwards; thirdly, it is beſides well known, 
that the older elephants, on account of the unwieldineſs 
of their bodies, chiefly ſtand when they ſleep, in order to 
avoid the trouble and difficulty of lying down and getting 
up again. TAVERNIER, indeed, in his third volume, in- 
forms us, that the tame females when in rut make them- 
ſelves a kind of bed, and lay themſelves in it on their backs, 
at the ſame time inviting the male elephant by a peculiar 
cry, &c. but as the author did not ſee this himſelf, and 
that beſides it is entirely contrary to the modeſty and diſlike 
to copulation for which the female elephants have always 
been remarked, I cannot do otherwife than leave M. TAVER- 
NIER'S relation and different opinions touching the ſu bject, 
to the teſt of future experience. * With 


* Compare with the foregoing account that given by WoLF with reſpedt to this 
ſubject, in a our Juſt —— "called © The Life and Adventures of JohN CHRIS“ 


TOPHER 
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With regard to the time that the female elephants go 


with young, I could get no information; but that their 
cubs ſuck with their trunks, is confirmed by the obſerva- 
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tions of many. The female elephants have, moreover, 


been ſeen followed by two or three cubs at a time, though 
of very different ſizes, viz. from three to eight or nine 
feet high; but the largeſt of them, which conſequently 
was almoſt full grown, was, nevertheleſs, to the great aſto- 
niſhment of the huntſman, ſuckled by the mother. And 
when it ſo happens, as is not unfrequently the caſe, that 
the female being ſhot, a very young cub has been deprived 
of its mother, and at the ſame time been ſeparated from 
the other elephants, it has endeavoured to aſſociate with 


relation to this, ſeveral farmers aſſured me, that they could 
get ſome milch-cows from the Hottentots in the way of 


barter, or take ſome from home along with them, to rear 


| mother, and followed them wherever they went. With it 


the elephant's cubs with, in caſe they had any tolerable 


encouragement given them by the governor : but, perhaps, 
in defect of milch-cows, which, in fact, are rather difficult 
to be had there, they niay bring up the young elephants 
with gruel or porridge, or elſe with decoctions, or other 


TOPHER WOLF, with his Voyage to Ceylon.“ This author pretends to have had as 
much experience in relation to elephants, as the generality of jockies in England have. 
with reſpect to horſes ; and poſitively aſſerts, that the female lies on her back on this 
occaſion, at the ſame time giving a circumſtantial deſcription of the whole proceſs, But 


then again, in the Additions to the Hiſtory of the Elephants which M. dz BuFron 


has given in his Supplement, Tom. III. (ed. in to) and Tom. VI. p. 165, (ed. in t2mo} 


a M. BLEs deſcribes the copulation of the elephants in Ceylon, in the ſame manner as 


farmer Kok does here. | | 
| Du Preparations 
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wor orcharations of thoſe herbs which it has been remarked, 
that the elephants principally chuſe to feed on. | 
According to the accounts of authors, and to what 1 

could learn both from the Hottentots and coloniſts, elephants 

have no ſcrotum ; but their young ſucklings might pro- 
bably, nevertheleſs, undergo a certain operation, and thus 

might be domeſticated to greater advantage than thoſe that 

are now uſed in India; for by means of this operation, as 

well as by habit, they would infallibly be leſs nice in their 

food, leſs riotous and unruly, more hardy, - and not in the 

leaſt ſubject to the fury that ſometimes ſeizes them in the 

rutting ſeaſon. But though food ſeems more difficult to 
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the Cape, yet 1 doubt whether it would be worthy while 
for many private people in that colony to keep them ; but 
it certainly would be very proper for government to endea- 
vour to tame ſome of theſe animals, and uſe them in its 
ſervice. In India an elephant has an hundred pounds of 
rice-groats daily, ſome of it raw, and ſome boiled and mixed 
up with butter and ſugar; beſides this, they give it arrack 
and piſang, (vid. BUFFON, p. 43;) but as this animal in its 
ſavage ſtate gets neither butter nor arrack, this, perhaps, 
is to the full as unneceſſary as that it ſhould be ſerved out 
of golden veſſels, and be waited on by noblemen, as is 
done in Pegu. M. DE BUFFON, I. c. ſuppoſes the con- 
ſumption of proviſion by a wild elephant to amount to 
3 pounds of graſs and roots daily; and in the Memoires 
pour ſervir a PHift. des Animaux we find, that in the laſt 
century, an elephant in the menagerie at Verſailles, was 
reckoned to be very en fed with 80 pounds of 


bread, 
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bread, two buckets of ſoup, and twelve bottles of wine No 


every day. This elephant died in its 17th year, but would, wy 


perhaps, have lived longer, if it had not been fed quite 
ſo plentifully; as otherwiſe the age of an elephant is 
reckoned 1580, 200, and even 300 years, or more. Per- 
haps a young one brought up at the Cape, would be con- 
tented with diſtiller's waſh, grains, cabbage, - and other 
vegetables, together with parboiled barley, malt, or wheat. 
Wine being not very wholeſome for them, might be very 
well diſpenſed with ; but as by. promiſing it liquors, this 
animal may be made to exert itſelf to a greater degree 
than uſual, it might not be amiſs to give it a few bottles 
of wine now and then. However, as wine in this colony 
is at a very low price, the expence with regard to this 
article is likewiſe tolerable : nevertheleſs, it cannot be de- 
nied, but that even at the Cape it muſt. be difficult to find 
ſo large an animal as this in proviſion ; but, on the other 
hand, it muſt be remembered, what great advantages may 
be gained by keeping them; for beſides that the elephant 
is extremely docile, ſenſible, and obedient, its ſtrength is 
very conſiderable. It is ſaid to be able with its trunk, to 
lift two hundred weight from the ground on to its 
ſhoulders without the leaſt difficulty, and to carry goods to 
the amount of three thouſand two hundred weight with 
eaſe and pleaſure. It is likewiſe able to pull up trees by 
the roots with its tuſks, and break the branches off with 
its ſnout (vid. BUFFON, I. c. p. 41, 423) nay, with this 
ſingular inſtrument it can untie knots with great readineſs, 
open locks, and take up the {malleſ piece of money from 
the ground. | 
. Su... 
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But to give an idea (ſays M. DE BUFFoN) of the ſer- 
vice this animal is capable of doing, it is ſufficient to men- 
tion, that all the caſks, ſacks, and packs which are ſent 


from one place to another in the Indies, are conveyed by 


elephants; that they are capable of carrying burthens on 


their backs, necks, tuſks, and even in their mouths, by 


means of a rope, one end of which 1s given to them, and 


which they hold between their teeth; that being endued 


with as much intelligence as ftrength, they take care not 
to break nor do any damage to the parcels entruſted to 
their care; that they take them from off the beach into 
the boats without ſuffering them to be wet, laying them 


down gently, and adjuſting them in their proper places ; 


that when they have put them into the place where they 


were ordered, they try with their trunks, whether they 
ſtand ſafe or not; and if a caſk is in danger of rolling, 


they will go and get ſtones of their own accord to ſet 


againſt it.“ 
So that it is no wonder, that an animal of ſuch great 
utility ſells in India for nine, or ten, nay, even as high as 
thirty-ſix thouſand livres (vid. 1. c. p. 43.) Theſe animals 
would be found particularly ſerviceable in bringing timber 
from Houtniquas and Groos Yaders-boſech, and in tranſport- 


ing goods between the Cape and Falſe Bay; eſpecially as, 


according to BUFFON, P. 42, they can with great eaſe 
perform a journey of fifteen or twenty leagues a day, and 
twice as much if you puſh them on. They make as 


much way in their walk as a horſe does in his uſual trot, 


and in running as a horſe does in a gallop, (I. c.) When 
in ſome places they are diſturbed by the hunters at the 
Cape, 


% 
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Cape, and find no woods there to ſhelter them, they do 


where they were. As the elephants in this colony are 
now become more wary, withdrawing into S/7fcamma and 
other woody tracts of country where they are difficult to 
get at, or far up the country on the north fide of Viſch- 


rivier and into Caferiand, people have lately been leſs in- 


clined to hunting them than they were for ſeveral years 
back; eſpecially as they are obliged to ſell all the 3 ivory to 


the company, which pays by the pound leſs by one half for 


the ſmall tuſks than what it does for the large ones: for 
which reaſon, the peaſants frequently ſmuggle the ſmall 


Neves er. 


not ſtop before they get ſeveral days journey from the ſpot 
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___ taſks to the Cape in their butter-tubs, with a view to ZWS 1 


ſomewhat better payment for them from the private mer- 


chants. Many years back, when the elephants were to be 
found near the Cape, nine or ten people (ſeveral of whom 


were living when I was there) particularly diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by their ſucceſs in ſhooting theſe animals, though 
not without undergoing ſome danger and hunger, and the 
greateſt difficulties for many months together; after which, 


on the other hand, they would in an equal, or perhaps 
much ſhorter period of time, as freely and prodigally ſpend 


what they. had earned in theſe expeditions, which might 
be from an hundred to three hundred rixdollars a man. 
The conſequence of this was, that a conſiderable num- 
ber of elephants have been deſtroyed : nevertheleſs, it is 
agreed on all hands, that this is a mere nothing in com- 
pariſon of the number of thoſe that eſcape; as ſometimes 
one ſees them in herds to the amount of ſeveral hundreds 
or even thouſands; 8 perhaps, one is not able to 

8 ſhoot 
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ſhoot above one of them: ſo that they, abs.” herd 
together in infinitely greater numbers about the more re- 


mote and unfrequented rivers in the other parts of Africa, 


where, perhaps, they do not only find an aſylum, but, as 
the people that inhabit thoſe parts are without the know- 
ledge of gunpowder, even exerciſe dominion over man- 
kind. Indeed, it has been always a matter of ſurprize. to 


me, to find people ſo univerſally of accord to blame this 


noble invention, the great uſe of which, however, in the 


conſervation and civilization of our ſpecies (though I have 


never heard it acknowledged by any one) it does not appear 


to me difficult to perceive; a great many Negroes, for want 


of powder and fire-arms, being obliged to make their dwel- 
lings under- ground, merely on account of the elephants; 
and yet have very frequently the mortification of ſeeing 
their plantations deſtroyed by theſe animals. 
The Hottentots that I took into my ſervice near Zonda g- 
rivier, told me, that in a hunting party, ſome of their 
acquaintance had got for their ſhare an elephant's cub, 
which followed them to their craal, where they had killed 


it, and feaſted on its fleſh, The mother, who probably had 


at length traced it out by the ſcent, went at night, When it 
was dark, to the craal, and, by way of revenge, deſtroyed 
and turned topſy-turvy every. thing ſhe found. 
Both Negroes and Hottentots lay ſnares for theſe animals 
by means of pits which: they make, covering them over 
neatly afterwards, in places where the elephants are uſed to 
paſs, but the number caught by this method is very inconſi- 
derable. I have alſo been told, that the Hottentots are 
ſometimes adventurous enough to throw poiſoned darts at 
an 
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an  eleph ant, after which they muſt have the patience to 


of cauſing it to fall. 

The Negroes, who, as I have been dl I 1 
mutually buy and ſell the tail of the elephant at the price 
of its weight in gold, or (according to M. DE BU F FN, p. 63, ) 
for two or three ſlaves, induced by ſome ſuperſtitions no- 
tion, are bold and enterpriſing enough to cut it off from 


the body of the living animal. The Hottentots, however, 


ſet no more value upon it than they do upon the tail of the 
buffalo or of other animals, which they carry in their 


— girdles, as tokens of their dexterity. and ſucceſs in hunting. IIS 


1 brought. the tail of an elephant home with me. The 
kin of it being ſtripped. off to the length of a foot, and 
dried, 1s two inches broad, and about the thickneſs of a 
thin ox's hide. Probably on. the body of the animal when 
alive, this tail was ſcarcely thicker than a man's thumb. 


On the tip of it, and from thence upwards to the height 


of a foot, on the back part, grow ſome {tiff ſmooth briſtles, 
of a gloſly black colour, and fourteen or fifteen inches long, 
in all to the number of about one hundred and Eighty, of 
the thickneſs of middling packthread or iron wire: Theſe 
briſtles are not hollow, but of a horny nature throughous 
their whole ſubſtance; a great many of them, however, 
are tough, and will bear to be doubled or tied in knots 
without breaking, being indeed ſcarcely to be ſnapped 
aſunder by the ſtrength of a man, for which reaſon they 
would be uſeful for making beards to fiſhing-hooks ; 
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follow the animal ſeveral days by the ſcent, - before the So] 
poiſon is capable of diffuſing Hell over its Huge Horus and | 


though ſome of them, on the other hand, are very brittle. © 
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The greater part are rather flat than round, and many of 


in them very uneven and a little twiſted, while ſome are 


thicker towards the point. Perhaps theſe hairs are not to 
be found upon every elephant, but only upon the large 

and old ones; as ſeveral of my acquaintance, who have 
| ſeen theſe animals in the menageries of Peterſburgh and 

Paris, could not recolle& having obſerved theſe briſtles, 
ſuch as I have been deſcribing, and actually e to 
them at the time. 

Foſſil elephants teeth, perhaps" are ſeldom to be had at 
the Cape ; probably from their not having dug deep any 


Where thereabouts, as well as from the Hottentots having 
long fince catched up and ſold ſuch as, after the death of 


any elephant, may have been found near the ſurface, and 
likewiſe from the Caffres being accuſtomed to make brace- 
lets of ſuch as they can procure. Seafaring men, however, 

who have viſited the eaſtern coaſt of Africa, have informed 
me, that they have ivory there either for barter or for 
fale, in a much greater quantity than it is probable the 
barbarous inhabitants could themſelves procure by hunting. 
This likewiſe accords with what I think I remember to 
have read in ſome old writers of voyages. A farmer told 
me, that when he lived in the diſtrict of Cango in this 
colony, he had found ſome elephants teeth, not in the 
leaſt damaged, three feet under ground, which he: imagined 
had been buried there in former times by the Hottentots 
as a treaſure, It is likewiſe poſſible, that they might have 
been buried by degrees, and in proceſs of time, by the 
winds raiſing the ſand and duſt near them, and were after- 
Wards more completely covered by the mould produced 
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= by decaxed trees and vegetables. And as 


earth, there perhaps ſtill lie buried, from the like cauſes, 
in ſeveral ſpots thereabouts, a hundred times this quantity 
of elephants teeth. It has, however, much more puzzled 
the philoſophers with their ſyſtems and conjectures to ex- 


of the rhinoceros, ſhould get to the cold latitude of Siberia, 


_ quantities than any where elſe. 
all, the whole is mere conjecture, M. DE BUFFON, for in- 


by M. MARIVETZEz, Phy/ique du Monde, Tom. I.) modifying 
the earth according to his own fancy, and, after having 
previouſly brought it to a welding heat, ſuppoſing it firſt 
began to cool at Siberia and near the pole, at which time 
the creation of elephants, &c. took place; others again 
drowning it in a deluge, in order to have an opportunity of 
carrying to the ſame ſpot by this torrent the rhinoceros and 
elephant from the warmer climates of Aſia : I, for my part, 
could wiſh, that theſe great men with their ſyſtems, would 


natural, nor more conſiſtent with the conſtant practice of 
other migrating animals, can poſſibly be thought of. Who 
is not, for inſtance, acquainted with the pertinacious migra- 
tions from time to time of the lemings (mus lemmus,) where 
they muſt in the end be frozen and famiſhed to death, in 

IX 4 ” © 


xople at the November, 
Cape are very little uſed to pry into. the bowels of the \ _ * 


plain, how elephants teeth and bones, as well as the remains 


where, by the name of relics of the Mammoutb, (an ima- 
ginary ſubterraneous animal, ) they are das vp. in | greater. 


In the mean time, till this matter 18 ed up, as r f 


ſtance, (ſee his Supplement, of late refuted with great ſolidi f 


allow them quietly to take their own courſe, and to get to 
Siberia on their feet. No eaſier method, at leaſt none more 


. 
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. caſe they chance to eſcape being made in the mean time 


Nove 
A a prey to ravenous animals, or being hain in ans 


rivers. 
The mus migratorius ſeu acceduls of M. PALLAS, is ano- 
ther inſtance of this diſpoſition in animals to migrate. Of 
the migration of antilopes, eſpecially of the ſpring-boks, 
downwards to the Cape of Good Hope, I ſhall have occaſion. 
to make mention farther on. The more confiderable pe- 
regrinations of locuſts, indeed; will, perhaps, be of no 
ayail, as examples in the caſes of quadrupeds; but thoſe 
produced above are ſufficient to make it probable, that 
elephants likewiſe are ſubject to migrations, either from 
ſome motive equally unknown with that of the lemings, or 
for certain reaſons which offer, as it were, of themſelves 
to our conjectures : for inſtance, a conſiderable increaſe in 
the number of theſe animals, want of food, the inconve- 
niencies attending an unuſually dry and hot ſeaſon, their 
being moleſted by mankind, or affrighted by the eruptions 
of volcanos and earthquakes in their native foil. 

I put the too great increaſe of the elephants in the firſt 
place, on- account of the almoſt incredible number one ſees 
at the Cape of Good Hope, as well as of the many centuries 

this animal is ſaid to live. If moreover we aſſume the 
hypotheſis, that the ſouth-eaſt part of ' Aſia, which is at 
preſent inhabited by a numerous and prolific race of men, 
viz. the Chineſe, had been as favourable to the increaſe 
of elephants, more eſpecially in the firſt ages of the world, 
which are ſuppoſed to have been the moſt fertile in all 
the productions of nature; it will naturally follow, that 


their numbers would, ſome” time or other, have received 
{0 
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0 great an augmentation, that from ſcarcity of food, Nos ber 
and the mutual conflicts ariſing between different herds, Wyw 
ſome of them mult have been CONE | to ſeek their 
ſubſiſtence elſewhere. 5 
Dry and hot ſummers would tatarally have increaſed 
this deficiency of food for elephants, and accelerated their 
removal; and at the ſame time, for the fake of coolneſs, 
determined their courſe towards the north, and finally to 
Siberia. I am very ready to believe with natural philoſo- _ 
phers, that this country was formerly not ſo cold as it is 
at preſent; but cannot ſuppoſe it to have been by any 
means warm enough to harbour elephants, excepting indeed 
in ſummer-time, as it is well known, that our Lapland 
fummers, though ſhort, are yet extremely warm. 
Whole herds of elephants having thus, from one or 
more of theſe motives, left their native habitations, and 
by degrees, or, perhaps, by haſty marches, having arrived 
at a great diſtance from it, in more ſevere climates, where 
they have been overtaken by a cold autumn or winter, it 
would be no wonder, if they had quite got out of their 
latitude, and ſpread themſelves farther into Siberia and 
the neighbouring countries z where having periſhed, they 
may been buried at greater or leſs depths by earthquakes; 
by the falling in of ſteep mountains, and by rivers changing 
their courſe, and at length have left to an inquiſitive poſte- 
rity evident monuments of their migrations. | 
A journey of about twenty-five or thirty degrees, or 
about one thouſand one hundred and forty miles, between 
China and Siberia, cannot be looked upon as long for 
elephants; : 
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elephants; 3 28 I have already obſerved at p. 334, that theſe 
animals. can with. eaſe. travel to the extent of a degree, or 
twenty leagues in a day, or ſometimes twice as much: and, 


6 © __ 


indeed, according to L' Afrique de Mar Mol, Tom. I. p. 58, 


5 when they are put to it, they will make, in the ſpace of 


one day, ſix days journey. 


By the account I have given of the elephants at the Cape, 


I find that I have been induced to dwell with ſome pro- 


 hxity on the hiſtory of this animal. I would therefore wiſh, 


in order to make it the more complete, to quote from dif- 
_ ferent naturaliſts and writers of travels ſome remarkable 


. 
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paſſages, which tend to ſet" the intellect and diſpoſition ok 


the elephant in a very clear light. 
In India they were once employed in launching ß 


ſhips. One was directed to force a very large veſſel into 
the water; the work proved ſuperior to his ſtrength ; his 
| maſter, with a ſarcaſtic tone, bid the keeper take away this 
lazy beaſt, and bring another. in his ſtead ; the poor ani- 
mal inſtantly repeated his efforts, fractured his ſcull, and 1 
died on the ſpot.” (PEN NANT's Hi. of Nuad. p. 1555 
from LupoLeH. Com. in Hiſt. Ætbiop.) 


„In Debli an elephant, paſſing along the ſtreets, put 


his trunk into a taylor's ſhop, where ſeveral people were 
at work; one of them pricked the end of it with his needle. 


The beaſt paſſed on, but in the next dirty puddle filled 


his trunk with water, returned to the ſhop, and ſpurting 


every drop among the people who had offended him, ſpoilt 


their work.” (PENN. J. c. from HAMILTON Ss Hiſtory of 
| the AS T-IN DIES.) =; 


| ce An 
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"0 elephant in Adſmeer, which often paſſed through 


he was ſeized with one of his periodical fits of rage, broke 
from his fetters, and running through the market, put 
the crowd to flight; and among others this woman, who 


in haſte forgot a little child ſhe had brought with her. | 
The animal, recollecting the ſpot where his benefactreſs 


was wont to ſit, took up the infant gently in his trunk, 
and placed it in ſafety on a ſtall before a neighbouring 

houſe.” (PENN. from TERRL'S Voyage.) 
« Another in Dean not having received the arrack it 


had been promiſed by its cornac or governor, by way ß 8 


revenge killed him. The cornac's wife, who was an eye- 


witneſs to this, took her two children and flung them be- 


fore the elephant, ſaying, Now you have deſtroyed their 
father, you may as well put an end to their lives and 


mine. It inſtantly ſtopped, relented, took the greateſt of | 


the children, placed him on its neck, adopted him for its 
cornac, and never afterwards would permit any body elſe 


to mount it.” (Burrox, Tom. XI. P. 77 from the Mar- 


quis DE MONTMIRAIL. 5 

If the elephant is of a revengeful diſpoſition, it is like- 
wiſe equally remarkable for gratitude. - A ſoldier at Pon- 
dicherry, who was accuſtomed, whenever he received the 
portion that came to his ſhare, to carry a certain quantity 
of it to one of theſe animals, having one day drank rather 


too freely, and finding himſelf purſued by the guards, 


Who were going to take him to priſon, took refuge un- 
der the elephant's body and fell 38 In vain did the 


guard 
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the bazar or market, as he went by a certain herb-woman, yu 


always received from her a mouthful of greens. At length 
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775: guard try to force him from this aſylum, as the elephant 


Peony! protected him with his trunk. The next morning the 
. ſoldier, recovering from his drunken fit, ſhuddered with 
horror to find himſelf ſtretched under the belly of this. 
huge animal. The elephant, which, without doubt, per- 
ceived the man's embarraſſment, careſſed him with his 
trunk, in order to inſpire him with courage, and make 
him underſtand, that he might now depart in ſafety.“ 

„ (BUFFON,. p 1 
„A painter was deſirous of drawing the elephant Which 
Was kept in the menagerie at Verſailles in an uncommon 
attitude, Which was that of holding his trunk raiſed up in 
the air with his mouth open. The painter's SEAM 7 
der to keep the animal in this poſture, threw fruit into 
huis mouth; but. as the lad frequently deceived him, and 
made an Re only .of throwing him the fruit, he grew 
angry; and, as if he had known, that the painters in- 
tention of drawing him was the cauſe of the affront that 
was offered him, inſtead of .revenging himſelf on the lad, 
he turned his reſentment on the maſter, and taking up a 
quantity of water in his trunk, threw it on the paper on 
which the painter was drawing, and ſpoiled it.” (Mem. pour 
ſervir a PHiſ#. des Animaux, par Meſſeurs de L Acad. des 
Sciepces, Part IH) 
On the 4th we came to 3 a little wood fo 
Called, on a river of the ſame name, from the circumſtance 
of its having been formerly in a peculiar manner inhabited 
by lions. At this time there lived here a flave of each 
ſex, for the purpoſe of tending a few cattle belonging to 
A farmer, and of preſerving the corn-fields from the 1n- 
roads 


* 
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roads of the' gazels. The ſlaves hut compoſed the whole 


Nov . 


of the buildings on the premiſes, beſides an open ſhed, — 


under which we took our night's lodging. 
On the 5th we entered into Siz/fcamma, where we viſited 
the three firſt farm-houſes that lay in our road. As in this 
province there were various unknown plants, and no natu- 
raliſt had been there before us, we ſtaid there till the x 2th, 
when we took our departure, and ſet off for Zee-koe- or 
Sea-cow-river ; and finally, from the 1 5th to the concluſion 
of the month, took up our lodging in a farm fituated at 
the lower or ſouthern ferry-place of this river. 
On the eaſtern ſide of Leewwen-boſeh the country may be 


aid to be a champain or open country, the long range of | 


hills, by the fide of which we had travelled all the way 
from the Cape, terminating here, or elſe running on to 
the north. This tract of land ſeems to come under the 
character I have given of the See? graſs-fields and plains 
towards the ſhore. The ſame may be ſaid of the hither 
part of Sigſicamma, which, eſpecially near the more, Was 
extremely low and ſandy. 

The myrica cerifera is to be found W as well as at 
the Duyven, or Doves, as they are called at the Cape. 
The greeniſh wax-like and tallowy ſubſtance, with which 
at a certain time of the year the berries are covered, and 
which is probably formed by inſects, is uſed by the inha- 
bitants for making candles, which burn rather better than 
thoſe prepared from tallow. 

On the plains I ſaw numerous herds of the aniilope 
dorcas, (or Hartbegſt, vide Plate I. Vol. II.) and likewiſe ſaw 
the gnometie, or little gazel, I ſpoke of at p. 2799. | 
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The interior moiety of Sith camma is {aid to confiſt of s an 


ww impenetrable foreſt. Two Hottentots, who wiſhed to pene- 


trate through it from the Houtniquas fide, were ſaid to have 
been obliged, after having made a fruitleſs attempt during 
ten or twelve days, to turn back again, happy to have 


reached home in ſafety. They perceived a great number 


of elephants, with ſeveral broad beaten tracks made by theſe 
animals, but which extended only from north to ſouth, ſo 
as to terminate and loſe themſelves in thick. woods either 


near the ſhor e, or at the range of mountains which ſepa- 


rates Sitficamma from Houtniquas. They likewiſe met 


with buffaloes there in great numbers. 


 Kromme-rivier itſelf at its mouth, or where it —_ 


itſelf into the ſea, is very broad and deep; ſo that ſhips 
might lie at anchor in it very commodiouſſy, if the ſea- 


breezes and the ſurf, which, probably, are every day vary- 
ing the hape of this coaſt, had not blocked it up. | 

Zeekoe-rivier, which in ſeveral places had been deep 
enough to harbour a great number of thoſe large animals 
called /ea-cows, (hippopotamus amphibius, Plate IV. Vol. II.) 
from which it derives its name, we now found ſo much 
choked up with ſand near the e that we could go 
over it dry-ſhod. 

In Kromme-rivier, the farmer that lived on the ſpot had 
brought thoſe animals to be ſo familiar, that I faw them 
ſwimming up and down the river in broad day-light, and 


often ſtick up their noſtrils out of the water, in order to 
blow themſelves or take breath. 


On a height near the uppermoſt farm on Zeekoe-rivier 


grew the bread-tree (brood-boom) Go the Hottentots, diſco- 
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vered by Profeſſor THUNBERG, and of which he has given a 
deſcription and drawing by the name of the Cycas Caffra, in 
the Nova Acla Reg. Soc. Scient. Up. Vol. II. p. 283. Tab. V. 
The pith or marrow (medulla) which abounds in the trunk 
of this little palm, is collected and tied up in dreſſed calf or 
ſheep-ſkins, and then buried in the earth for the ſpace of 
ſeveral weeks, till it becomes ſufficiently mellow and tender 
to be kneaded up with water into a paſte, of which they 
afterwards make ſmall loaves or cakes, and bake them under 
the aſhes. (For a fuller deſcription of this, vide l. c.) Other 
Hottentots, not quite ſo nice, nor endued with patience 
enough to wait this tedious method of preparing it, are 
ſaid to dry and roaſt the MATTOW, and afterwards make a 
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kind of brown frumenty fit. This Cycas grows: WE — 


near the Drie Fonteins in Lange-Rloof. 

In all SY amm there were but eight farms. Among 
other rare and curious vegetables, it is ſaid there is a kind 
of fig-tree in the woods here, which is of a lofty gigantic 
growth, with undivided leaves; and the fruit of it is as 
good, if not better, than that produced from thoſe Which 
are cultivated in our gardens. 


At Slangen-rivier, two years before my arrival in theſe 


parts, a ſhip is ſaid to have ſent a boat aſhore, the crew of 
which filled ſeveral caſks with water; and afterwards, 


going directly on board the ſhips, ſet ſail before any of 
the coloniſts could come up to ſpeak with them. Having 


had an opportunity of taking obſervations on, and of laying 
down on my map a long tract of the coaſt between S77/i- 
camma and Zondags-rivier, and being obliged to beſtow 
names on two remarkable points projecting from it, I 
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Noah, thought proper to name them after two experienced Swediſh 
Wa navigators, who at the ſame time have deſerved the ap- 
probation of the public by the charts they have given of 

the African coaſt, I mean the Captains EKEBERG and 
BurTZ. The former has given the world a good chart 

and deſcription of Table and Falſe-bays. The other in his 

later voyages has added to the obſervations made by the 
former gentleman upon theſe places, and has extremely 
well laid down the coaſt between Moygz/-bay and the Cape; 


during the time that, being on his return from China in 
the Swediſh Eaſt-Indiaman, the Stockho/m Slott, he had 


the misfortune to be detained for a conſiderable length of 
time by contrary winds, in conſequence of his ſhip's having 


loſt her rudder. Captain BURTZ likewiſe kindly commu- 


nicated to me the views of the country as they are ſeen 
from the ſea, which are placed at the top of my map. 
The little ifland which I have placed near Point Eleberg, 
I have, in fact, never ſeen myſelf, but thought it right, 
at all events, to lay it down on that ſpot, as Captain BuR TZ 
was induced by an old Portugueſe chart, that gives a tole- 
rable idea of the coaſt, to conclude, that the bay in it called 
Bay Contant, where there is a little iſland near the point, is 
the ſame inlet that I have laid down near Krozmme-rivier ; 
ſo that, being on ſhore, I poſſibly might not be ſituated ſo 
as to ſee the iſland diſtinct from the continent. 
Here it is likewiſe neceflary to remark, that all the 
maps and charts of the eaſtern coaſt of Africa hitherto 
known, are faulty in making the extent of it to the eaſt- 
ward much leſs. than it really is, and than I found it to 
be in my journey over land. I am likewiſe ſenſible, that 
many 
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many navigators have, in the courſe of their voyages, taken 8 
notice of the ſame error; and among them Captain C Ok, 
at the time when, being on his return from his firſt voyage 
round the globe in the Endeavour, he fell in with this 
coaſt unawares. Moreover, during our ſtay near Sea-cow- 
river, a ſhip was ſeen one evening under full ſail making 
directly for the ſhore, and did not tack about till ſhe was 
almoſt too near.. I afterwards learnt at the Cape, that 1 5 
this was a Dutch veſſel; and that from the chart ſhe car- 
ried with her, ſhe had not expected to come upon the 
coaſt nearly ſo ſoon, nor had ſhe perceived it till juſt before 
ſhe had tacked about. My hoſt, who, while the veſſel was 
hovering about the coaſt, had rode along with me to a part 
of the ſhore higher than the reſt, could diſtinguiſh the 
ſhip's crew from thence ; but it ſeems that none of them 
ſaw us, probably on account of ſome miſt or exhalation 
proceeding from the land. 
I remember to have read ſomewhere-in an En gliſh Ma=- 
gazine an account of the Doddington, an Engliſh Eaſt-India- 
man commaiided by Captain SamsoN, having ſuffered ſhip- 
wreck on an iſland or rock ſituated in 334 deg. or, more 
probably, 324 $S. lat. near the eaſtern coaſt of Africa. 
This account mentions, that two perſons rowed m a 1kiff 
from the wreck to the continent, where, as ſoon as they 
arrived, which was towards the evening, wearied out 
with hard labour, they turned the boat topſy-turvy, and 
crept under it in order to go to reſt; notwithſtanding 
which they were in great danger from the wild beaſts, 
(probably the Hu or tyger-wokves) which endeavoured 
to ſquec Ze themielves 1 in under the boat in order to get at 
them. 
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ATT: them. The next morning they met with the wild inhabi- 
rw tants of the country, (in all likelihood the Bo/2zes-men) who 
took from them a brace of piſtols and their clothes; though 
after a little confideration, and on the ſailors earneſtly en- 
treating them on their knees, they ſuffered them to keep 
their boat and oars, and return to the diſaſtrous rock, their aſy- 
lum; whence they at length, together with ſome more of 

the crew, proceeded in a bark made out of the wreck to 
the northward, and came to a nation that abounded in cattle 

and elephants teeth, (probably the Caffres) where they were 
very kindly received, &c. Upon recollection, and com- 
paring this account with one I had from the coloniſts, it 
appears to me that this ſhip was wrecked right before the 


mouth of. Zondags-rivier ; as about twenty or thirty years 1 


ago, a ſmoke was ſeen proceeding from the iſland ſituated 
there. A farmer of the name of VEREIRA, who at that 
time was hunting of elephants in this diſtrict, had bought 
of the Hottentots a piſtol and a piece of red cloth, which 
they ſaid they had got of ſome people who had come to them 
from the ſea. The coloniſts likewiſe informed me, that a 
year after this event, a dogger was ſent from the Cape, at 
the requeſt of the Engliſh Eaſt-India company, in order to 
ſearch for the above-mentioned iſlands, and the goods that 
were left there; but that the captain came back, as they 
thought on purpoſe, without executing his commiſſion. It 
perhaps would {till pay for the labour to build a boat at 
Zondags-rivier, with a view to ſearch for theſe ſmall iſlands ; 
but in order for people coming from the ſea to find them, 
it would be neceſſary that ſomebody ſhould have previouſly 
obſerved the true latitude on the continent directly oppo- 
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ſite to them; after which, by making ſignals by fires, the 


above-mentioned iſlands from 7 000 Padron in the harbour 
of Krakekamma. =: 


The farm near Sea-cow-river, where we took up our 


head quarters from the 1 sth to the zoth, belonged to an 


honeſt old coloniſt, by nation, if I remember right, a Heſſian. 


He was a ſenſible, active, ingenious man, and conſequently 
had got his farm into the beſf order; upon which he 
had built many more tenements, than we had ſeen on any 
farm we had hitherto viſited in the whole courſe of our 


journey. The main body of the houſe alone confiſted oft 
ſix rooms. He had a great number of Hottentot ſervants, «| 
as well as cattle ; but had laid the foundation of his for- 
tune by hunting elephants. Having been a great traveller 
himſelf in his youth, he wiſhed to render us every ſervice 


that lay in his power; offering to aſſiſt us with a good 


Hottentot guide, who was at the ſame time an excellent 
ſhot, as ſoon as he heard that we intended to expoſe our- 
ſelves to all the dangers and hardſhips that might ariſe in 


the courſe of an expedition of one hundred leagues, between 


that place and Bruntjes Hoogte, for the ſake of botanizing 


and hunting. But, unluckily for us, the corn-harveſt was 
now approaching, it beginning on the 23d of this month; 
beſides which, many of his Hottentot labourers were laid 
up with a bilious fever. 

I was therefore obliged to wait till the harveſt was over, 
and to forward it with all the aſſiſtance my Hottentots could 


give. In the mean time he delegated to me the province 


of attending and curing the ſick, and that with the greater 
8 confi- 


November. 


ſame place might eaſily be diſcovered. I often ſaw the 
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1775 confidence, as I had juſt before made two female Malabar 

November. 

IS ſlaves belonging to a neighbour of his, find their legs againg 
who, out of mere idleneſs, had kept their beds for ſeveral 
days under pretence of illneſs. Three flaves of the ſame 

nation, likewiſe belonging to this neighbour of his, alſo 
recovered by my aſſiſtance from a bilious fever; one of 
them, who had but juſt before fallen ill, was cured by a 
ſtrong decoction of tobacco, the only emetic I juſt then 
had at hand. She bore, however, ſeveral tea- cups full of 
this diſguſting liquor before it operated. The other two, 
who had lain above twelve days, at laſt got over the diſor- 


der by an alteration in their diet; but two other ſlaves,, 


who were likewiſe Malabars, had juſt before died here of the 
-ſame fever. A violent bleeding at the noſe was ſaid to have 
ſupervened a ſhort time before death, and immediately after 
it the gall guſhed out in great quantities through the noſtrils ; 
a circumſtance to which the aſſiſtants, by very carefully 
covering them up with the bed-clothes and keeping the 
doors ſhut, ſo as to prevent the freſh air from having * 
acceſs to them, did not a little contribute. 

With the Chriſtians the diſorder was at the Height ON 
the third day, but with the HAYES and Hottentots on the 
fifth or ſeventh. 

I obſerved that the Hottentots complained much of a 
pain in their heads and necks, and ſometimes in their 
ſhoulders. This pain vaniſhed and moved downwards into 
their arms and legs, (ſo that they were not able to ſtand) 
as ſoon as the diſorder changed for the better, which moſtly 
happened after the adminiſtration of emetics. In a Chriſtian + 
girl the criſis came on with violent pains in the feet. | 

5 The 
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The pulſe was, it muſt be owned, tolerably high; thoſe 
that tried veneſection, however, obtained no relief from it, 
and were, notwithſtanding, troubled with a bleeding at the 
noſe in the courſe of the diforder. The whites of the eyes 
remained. yellow a long while, excepting in ſuch as had 

vomited ſufficiently, and by that means a metaſtaſis of the 
| Pains was made from the neck to the legs and feet. The 
Ack Hottentots belonging to my laſt hoſt Jacos KoR, who 
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had been juſt captured, and, by paſling into his ſervice, 
Had made too ſudden a tranſition from their ſavage manner 


of living, bore very dangerous doſes before they could be 


made to vomit. For this purpoſe, beſides the tobacco, I 


made uſe of vinum emeticum, ſeu aqua benedicta — 


which I prepared according to the Diſpenſary of the London 


college for 1762, viz. with two ounces of croc. antim. lot. 


to a bottle of common Cape wine. 


Though ſixty drops of this was ſufficient to cauſe a pretty 


Violent vomiting in a Hottentot girl of fifteen years of age, 


brought up from her infancy among the Chriſtians, and like- 


wiſe in ſeveral adults, that made uſe of it at the Cape, yet 


four ounces had not the leaſt effect on three Hottentot girls 
of about the ſame age, whom I had under my care all at one 
time; I was obliged, therefore, to force them to ſwallow ſome 
pieces of ſhag tobacco in ſubſtance, and to drink ſeveral baſons 


of the tobacco decoction, before I could bring them to vomit. 


To two {lender and diminutive youths, who were newly 


captured, I gave, by degrees, ſeveral ſpoonfuls of the agua . 


benedicza above-mentioned, till each of them had taken 
about two ounces. of it, after which it began to operate. 
A youth of about twenty years of age, who had been, very 
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lately caught, took eleven grains of gummi gutta, but did not 
ſeem to feel the leaſt effect from it; upon which I gave him, 


as well as to an old Hottentot newly captured, above forty 


| years of age, (both of them lean and ſlender) ſeveral tea- 


cups full of the aqua benedicta, which was now very thick 
and full of ſediment, taking care at the ſame time to ſhake 
up all the crocus of-antimony from the bottom of the bottle. 


At firſt I trembled myſelf for the conſequences which might 


enſue from ſuch large doſes, but found that they had very 


little effect, till 1 let both my patients ſwallow a foot at 


leaſt of tobacco in ſubſtance cut in pieces, and drink ſeveral 


| large baſons full of a ſtrong infuſion of tobacco, and at the 


{ſame time ſwallow down the. tobacco of which the infuſion 
was made, Nay, I was obliged into the bargain to empty 
Mr. IMMELMAN's, ſnuff-box into the throat of the younger 


of them, in order to encourage the vomiting : the opera- 


tion was for all that very moderate in this caſe ; otherwiſe, 


the more bile the patients vomited, the Camas they got 
well, viz. in the ſpace of about two or three days. 

A fat bouncing Hottentot woman, who had been ſeveral 
years with the Chriſtians, either feigned or fancied herſelf 
ſick. I have great reaſon to believe, that ſhe pretended to 
be ſo, in order to have the pleaſure of ſwallowing the pieces 


of tobacco, and the tobacco decoction, which ] fo liberally 


diſtributed on this occaſion. Here it muſt be obſerved, that 


1 placed the ſick in the ſhade near the front door of the 
houſe, and adminiſtered the medicines myſelf, in order to 


be able to judge the better of their operation; but muſt 


confeſs, that I was amazed to find theſe people's ſtomachs 


require ſuch large doſes of fo bitter 40d ſtrong a poiſon, 


as 
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as is t tobacco. Though, in fact, it is to the full as aſto- 
niſhing, to ſee the coloniſts, particularly ſuch of them as 


have been bred in India, eat greedily of ſo pungent and 


fiery a ſubſtance as raw capſicum, juſt as if it was a piece 
of bread or a ſweet-meat. As a preſervative for the healthy, 


I made every body in the family take a ſpoonful of vine- 


gar, with freſh rue, faſting; after which, aka was 
attacked with the diſorder. 

On the 29th, the Hottentots in the neighbourhood aſked 
the permiſſion of their maſters to have a ball and dance, in 
compliment to my Hottentots, who had ſo eſſentially aſſiſted 
them in getting in their corn, and were now ſhortly going 
away. Their requeſt was granted, and as ſoon as the moon 


began to ſhine, the ball was opened al freſco. About twenty or = 


perſons of both ſexes joined in this dance, which was kept 
up till paſt midnight with the greateſt ſpirit ; and, indeed, 
I may ſay, without the leaſt intermiſſion. The ball, how- 
ever, did not finiſh with this; but they went afterwards 
under cover, and, fitting all round in a ring, kept ſwing- 
ing the upper part of their bodies backwards and forwards 
with an equable motion, ſinging all the while in a dull 
monotonous manner. A dreſſed ſkin was ſtretched over a 
kettle, on which they drummed with their fingers, in 
uniſon with the voice. 5 

The Hottentot woman, who had made or fancied her- 
ſelf ſick, in order to get ſome of the tobacco decoction, 


ſeemed to be the principal perſon that had the direction of 


the dancing as well as the muſic, vocal and inſtrumental. 


Should the reader wiſh for a more particular deſcription of _ 


this dance, I can fay little elſe concerning it, than that 
2 Zz 2 © 8 
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it is not to be deſcribed, at leaſt not in all its different 
figures and movements. Neither, indeed, do I conceive, 

that it was confined to any particular rules; the chief in- 

tention ſeeming to be, to put the body into motion: for 

which purpoſe, they all jumped and capered about ſome- 
times by themſelves, and ſometimes with each other; and 
doubtleſs with the ſame intentions they wreathed, twined, 
and twiſted their bodies into every droll and uncommon 
attitude their fancy led them to. Though, perhaps, a 
Hottentot may be induced to form the ſame opinion of our 
moſt faſhionable dances. In the mean time it is poſſible, 
that the Hottentot dance I have been endeavouring to give 


ſome idea of, was not totally without art in its kind, as 
my Hottentots from Bufehjagts-rivier ſaid they 53 


ſeen ſuch a one before, and that they were not capable of 
joining in it. Our hoſt and hoſteſs however, who likewiſe 
looked on for a time, made me take notice of two of their 
country dances. One of theſe was called the baboon-dance, 
in which they. imitated baboons or apes : this, as well as 
the others, was diſtinguiſhed by a thouſand grimaces, the 
performers moreover now and then going upon all fours. 
The other was called the bee-dance, in imitation of a ſwarm 
of bees. In this every performer now appeared to make 
A buzzing noiſe. In this manner the ball continued till 
day-break, when the greater part of the dancers were 
obliged to return to their daily labours. 
I likewiſe at this time ſaw an inſtance of the polygamy 
practiſed by the Hottentots, a practice, however, which is 
ſaid to be very rare among them. An old Hottentot had 
married two wives, and ſeemed in a manner very proud of 
| 7 | the 
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the poſſeſſion of them, as doing credit to his manhood. I. 1775+ 
November. 
was informed, however, that the ladies very often quar- Cy 

relled, and not unfrequently came to blows ;. and that when | 
their ſpouſe went to part them, they uſed both with one 
accord to fall upon him, and wreak their vengeance upon 
his hair.—In theſe times, when the Hottentots for the 
greater part are ſlaves, it is not to be wondered at, that 
their manners are ſubject to changes. In the mean time 1 
could not get any intelligence to be depended upon, how far 


Ppolygamy had been formerly more or leſs practiſed. 
The marriage ceremonies among the Boſhies-men, are 


ſaid to be no other than ſuch as are conſonant to nature, 
and inevitably neceſſary, viz. the agreement of the parties 
and conſummation. My hoſt and hoſteſs, Who twenty 
years before had lived nearer to the Cape, viz. at Groot 
Vaders Boſch, told me they believed the report, that a 
maſter of the ceremonies performed the matrimonial 
rites, by the immediate conſperſion of the bride and 
| bridegroom with his own water, was not without foun- 
dation; but that this was practiſed only within their 
craals, and never in the preſence of any of the coloniſts. 
My Hottentots, whom 1 frequently queſtioned upon this 
ſubject, choſe neither to confeſs the fact, nor abſolutely 
to deny it, ſo that n this viags 2 is {till retained in. 
ſome craals, 

Tat the funeral ceremonies are lbs with « eV ery diffe- 
rent tribe of Hottentots, we are well aſſured, as likewiſe that 
they are conducted in the following manner. The deceaſed 
is thruſt either naked or with his peliſſe on, into ſome hole 
in the earth, or ſubterrancous paſſage, where they gene- 
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1 mh rally beni a prey to ſome wild beaſt. " Howbver, We 
Ars uſually ſtuff a large bundle of bruſh-wood, or buſhes, in- 
to the aperture of this hole or paſſage. 
1 was very aſſiduous in my enquiries, in how far it was 
true, that the Hottentots ſecluded from ſociety ſuch as were 
old and helpleſs. The only perſon that could give me any 
inſtance of this cuſtom being practiſed, was my hoſt. In his 
younger days, being out a hunting in Krakehamma, in com- 
pany with one VAN DER WAr, with whom I was likewiſe 


acquainted, they obſerved in the extenſive deſert plains of 
that diſtrict, a little narrow ſlip encloſed with buſhes and 


brambles. Their curioſity being excited, they rode up to 
Kit, and found within it an old blind female Hottentot, who, 
at firſt, as ſoon as ſhe heard the Chriſtians « coming, endea- 
voured to crawl away and hide herſelf; but afterwards 
made her appearance, though with a very ſour aſpect: ſhe 
confeſſed, however, that ſne had been left to her fate by 
the inhabitants of her clan. But neither did ſhe deſire 
nor receive any aſſiſtance from theſe Chriſtians, nor, in- 
deed, had they made any enquiries whether this was done 
with or againſt her conſent. 

Calling afterwards at the craal ſhe belonged to, all the 
information they got there was, that the old woman had 
actually been left there in that manner by them. With 
reſpect to any conveniencies ſhe might have about her, 
they could perceive nothin ng, but a trough which contained 

a little water. 

Another cuſtom, no leſs R nich has hitherto been 
remarked by no one, but which I had fully confirmed to 
me, is, that the Hottentots uſe, in caſe of the mother's 

pe = death, 
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death, to inter children at the breaſt alive. That very ," Haber 
year, and on the very ſpot, where I then reſided, juſt \wre 
before my arrival, there had been the following in- 
ſtance of it: ö | 
A Hottentot woman at this farm had died of the epidemic 
fever. The other Hottentots, who did not imagine that 
they ſhould be able, neither did they chuſe to rear the fe- 


male infant ſhe had left behind her, had already wrapt it 
in a ſheep-TKIn alive, in order to bury it, together with its 


deceaſed mother; when they were prevented from accom- 
pliſhing their purpoſe, by ſome of the farmers in the neigh- — ix 
bourhood. The child, however, died ſoon after of con- | 1 

vulſions. My hoſteſs, who at this time was rather inn Nl 
years, informed me, that about ſixteen or ſeventeen years . 
before, ſne had lighted upon a Hottentot infant in the 
diſtrict of Zwellendam, which was bundled up in ſkins in 
the manner above-mentioned, and tied faſt to a buſh, near 
the ſpot where the child's mother had been newly buried. 
The infant had ſo much life left, as to be in a condition 
to be recovered. It was afterwards brought up by Mrs. 
Kox's parents, but died at the age of eight or nine years. 
From ſeveral inſtances of this kind related to me by others 
it follows, that children are never interred alive, or ex- 
poſed, but when their neareſt relatives, who are their 
natural guardians, are dead: ſo that I think we may con- 
clude from this, that. even ſuperannuated people are never 

_ expoſed, but in caſe of their having no children nor near 
relations to take care of them: and as theſe caſes may oc- 
cur but ſeldom, it is not to be wondered at if this prac- 

tice ſhould come to be leſs 1n Vogue, and if conſequently 
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that have the happineſs of being in a more civil 
have certainly not without reaſon accuſed the Hottentots 
of inhumanity on this occaſion. Still, however, they de- 
ſerve rather to be pitied, than to be reviled and loaded with 


„ -& VOYAGE To Tis 


we mould not ſo often hear of it. In the mean ene; hat- 
ſoever it be that has given riſe to this cuſtom, yet we 


| ed ſtate, 


reproaches on this account; for on reflecting a little, we 


ſhould, perhaps, find, that too many perſons, even in our 


boaſted civilized ſocieties, are left almoſt deflirute and un- 


affiſted; or, perhaps, are entirely abandoned to their dread- 


ful fate. . Indeed 1 tear, that if we were fairly and ſtrictly 


to compare the failings and crimes of the H ottentots with. 


thaſe.of. civilized nations. te gg ed burn aus x 


little to the honour of either, and ſtill leſs to that of the 
latter. And in fact, if we impartialliy conſider the con- 
duct of mankind in a general view, we ſhall not, per- 
Haps, find great reaſon to Hatter it : neither, indeed, would 
this be the way eſſentially to ſerve our fellow-creatures, 


as ſelf-love and flattery, it is allowed on all hands, renders 


us dangerous enemies to ourſelves; and the caſe i is juſt the 
ſame with regard to mankind in general. 

On the 3oth, or the day after the ball, we prepared for 
our departure. Our hoſt, who had hitherto entertained 


us in a remarkably hoſpitable manner, took great care 


likewiſe to provide us with every thing that he thought 


we ſhould want on our journey. With this view, ; 


he lent me a couple of good. ſerviceable draught-oxen, 


in the place of two of mine ; one of which could not 
be made uſe of, on account of its having been bitten by _ 
A ſerpent, nor the other by reaſon O83 its being in very 
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with condition. He likewiſe, as I ationed before, com- 1775: 
November. 
plimented us with his beſt Hottentot, whoſe name was Ly” 
PLATTJE, and whom he had always taken with him him- 
ſelf, in ſeveral hunting parties he had made up! the country, 
to carry his arms for him, and afliſt in killing the game. 
Our hoſteſs, who was very well apprized that we ſhould 
not often find a table ready ſpread for us in a deſert of an hun- 
dred #4775 in length, and that game did not always abound „„ 
there, made up an excellent viaticum for us, conſiſting of a | | i 
box full of biſcuits, ten pounds of butter, and a large wether bn 
cut in pieces and ſalted in its.own ſkin; which, after being , 
taken off, was tied up again at each end with the meat in it, ſo „ „ 0 
as to ſerve for a ſack. The reſt of our proviſion conſiſted b 


of two loaves of coarſe bread, together with a bag of flour. 
for my Hottentots, who at this time were three in number. T ö 
3 

During our abode here we found a vaſt number of in- | B ˖ 


ſes, and many ſpecies which we had not ſeen before. i 
Among all theſe, what moſt excited my admiration was a i 
zermes. On a warm day, about the concluſion of the T_T 
month, (I forgot to ſet down preciſely the day) there cane 
out of the earth in ſeveral places thouſands of white inſects, © i 
in ſhape ſomewhat reſembling ants. Some of theſe were = 
about half an inch long, and had each of them four wings, Ez = 
with which they ſoon began to fly about, and ſwarm . JN 
round each other in the air like ephemeræ, though they 42 
were not obſerved to copulate. When caught, their wings . þ 
came off remarkably eaſily, eſpecially if they were not = 1 i 
taken the greateſt care of. Their bodies were milk-white, 
and extremely ſoft, ſo that one could eaſily {queeze a white 
ADS Bauer. out of them. During this, I likewiſe ſaw thouſands 
JL A a a of 
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1775. of ſmaller inſects or ants, but without wings, making their 
e way out of the holes the former had juſt made in the earth. 
Theſe ſeemed very eaſily enraged, and were apt to bite; 
8 the heads were likewiſe larger in proportion, and their j jaws 
= were more pointed and ſharper than thoſe of the former. 
v I collected a ſufficient quantity of both ſorts, in order to 
preſent them to my entomological friends, and particularly 
the largeſt of them to Baron DE GEER, Who has adopted 
them, in Tom. VII. of his Memoirs, p. 47. Plate XXXVIII. 
Fig. I—4. by the name of.zermes Capenſe. This illuſtrious 
author has the greater reaſon to call them by the name of 
termes, as he himſelf, as well as Mr. * has diſcovered 
a termes with the rudiments of Wings. - 1 5 

It was at the diſtance of a mile and a half from the farm, 
on rather a woody ſpot, that I diſcovered the termes Capenſe, 
and obſerved them piercing the ground in ſeveral places, 
and with great impatience making their way through the 
5 ſurface. As I was at that time taken up in attending my 
Hottentot patients, the greater part of theſe animals diſap- 
peared by the next morning, when J got back to the place 
of their transformation; ſo that I could make no farther 
obſervation on the ceconomy of theſe inſects, which, in all 
probability, is highly wonderful. Neither can I ſay with 
any certainty, whether this zermes Capenſe be the fame 
fpecies with the white ants, (as they are called) which build 
and inhabit thoſe dark-grey hillocks of earth from three to 
four feet high, which 1 mentioned before, that the fugitive 
Boſhies-men in Lange-#loof frequently explored to no pur- 
poſe: for ſeveral times, when 1 had an opportunity, or 
gave myſelf time to break into them, (and that not with- 
© — — out 
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out + fonke trouble) in order to examine them, I had: the 
\ mortification to find the birds fled. But in the ant-hills 
or clumps of earth of about a foot high, which I explored 
on the mountains in Fa//e-bay, I found a grey-coloured 
kind of termes, or, as it 1s there called, piſmire, ſomewhat 
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different from the white unwinged ones deſcribed above: 


but this was loſt in my collection while I was abſent on my 
voyage round the world, ſo that I cannot with any preciſion 
determine to what ſpecies it belonged. The ſame misfor- 
tune happened to me with reſpect to another very dimi- 
nutive ſpecies of termes, or white ant, which I got a ſight 


of twice in the road between Bo/7e5-mans-rivier and V ſch- 


_ river, This fer mes was not greater than our fermes pulſo- 


— nrene ee er eernn rnrmnttee tt eneeten ne VE AO LEES, 
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| tarium, Or death-watch; and, as well as I can remember, „„ 


was very like the white ant of the Eaſt-Indies, or the ter mes 


fatale. Contrary to all expectation, theſe made their way 
out of the hard ground, coming to be our gueſts in conſi- 
derable numbers, whenever we happened to ſet our butter- 
tub, or any thing fat or greaſy * to our provender- 
cheſt on the ground. Ts 

The winged ants firſt-mentioned Clovis RR my 


hoſt had ſeen in a much greater quantity: he hkewiſe 


informed me, that the Bofhies-men and other Hottentots, who 


were obliged to go in ſearch of their own food themſelves, 
ſoon grew fat and in good condition by eating theſe inſects. | 


For this purpoſe, they were ſaid ſometimes to boil them 
in their earthen veſſels, in the 'manner they uſually did 
graſhoppers; and at other times to eat them raw, as I at 
that moment ſaw my hoſt's Hottentots do with reſpect to 
ſome few which flew, or rather were driven by the wind 
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Nos aber. into Weir maſter's grounds where the people being then 
Wa buly in getting in their corn, neither could, nor, indeed, 
e they had plenty of other food, did they need to ſpend 
their time in catching theſe inſets. As my hoſt's only ſon 
likewiſe taſted one of theſe winged ants, I Was induced to 
follow his example. It ſeemed to me merely to feel cold 
in the mouth, without any particular taſte; though with 
greens it would, probably, make as good a diſh as ſeago, 
or crabs, thoſe ſcorpion-like inſects, which we have ac- 
cuſtomed ourſelves to eat in Europe. In one part of 
0  Carniolia near the Danube, where they are uſed to collect 
—_ ephemera by the cart-load for the purpoſe of manuring 
90 © their land, an inſect- eating race like the Hottentots would, 
doubtleſs, make as good a feaſt upon them, as they do in 
Africa upon ants and locuſts. Whether the moſt miſ- 
chie vous ſpecies of fermes, the lermes fatale, Syſt. Nat. or, 
as they are called, the white ants of the Eaſt and Weſt- 
Indies, whether theſe are indigenous at the Cape, I cannot 
determine with any degree of certainty ; though it has 
been often aſſerted, that the white ants ſometimes come 
thither with the Eaſt-India ſhips, and neſtle themſelves in 
there for ſome time. Mr. IMMELMAN's parents told me, 
that a brick floor, laid upon the bare earth in the lower 
part of the houſe, ſunk all at once to the extent of about 
four feet ſquare and two feet deep: and it was found, that 
this unexpected mine proceeded from ſome white ants, 
which had made their neſts beneath the flooring, and from 
thence likewiſe had begun to form avennes to the pantry. 
However, they deſtroyed at once the whole colony of theſe. 
unwelcome gueſts, 1 pouring boiling water upon them. 


Otherwiſe 
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Otherwiſe people, according to the accounts I have received Ne. 
From thoſe who have been in the Eaſt-Indies, uſually drive 9 
away theſe inſects with petroleum, and other ſtrong- 
ſcented oils. Rotten fiſh, which are ſaid to be as bad as 
poiſon to piſmires, would likewiſe, probably, clear the 
houſes of the fermes. Though, perhaps, the ſtrongeſt 
poiſon for theſe inſects is arſenic; as a ſmall pinch of it 
only ſtrewed in any place in the vicinity of them will, 
according to M. CHANVELON, in his Voyage 10 Mines, 
kill many millions of them in a few hours. 
The damages cauſed by the white ants, as they are called, 
(Which, however, perhaps, conſiſt of many different ſpecies) 
may be pretty well gueſſed at from what has been ſaid 
already. It, however, deſerves likewiſe to be mentioned, 
that goods and merchandize to an infinite amount are de- 
ſtroyed yearly both in the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies by theſe 
vermin. In the ſpace of a few hours they will eat into a 
cheſt, and cut to. pieces, as it were, all the linen, filk, 
clothes, and books in it; on which account, people = G 
theſe countries are obliged to have their trunks and merπ5 
chandize flung upon ropes. It is likewiſe, perhaps, capable 
of multiplying its ſpecies more than any other inſect; for 41 
Profeſſor LINN RUS was fo kind as to ſhew me a female, 4 
which he had juſt before received from the Eaſt-Indies, and : j 
which was an inch and a half long, and of an extreme bulk, 
and conſequently capable of laying millions of eggs. 
Though I could not learn whether the more noxious 
ſpecies of white ants are natives of the Cape or not, yet it 
is very well known, that Africa, at leaſt that part of it near 
Senegal, is peſtered with them. We are told by M. ADan- 
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sox, (vid. his Voyage au Senegal) that in fo ſhort a ſpace 


— of time as between the evening and midnight, they have 


formed a vault or covered way of earth or clay, which (as 


other obſervers have likewiſe remarked) they have gone in 
queſt of and prepared themſelves. This arched way reached 
from the floor of M. ApansoN's chamber to the head of 


his bed. They moreover. not only began to cut his ſheet 


and mattreſs in pieces, but even had the impudence to fall 
foul on M. ADansoN himſelf. A Hottentot would have 
had here a fair opportunity of gratifying his appetite, by 
PRs in execution the /ex talions*. 

The locuſts, likewiſe, ſometimes afford a delicious treat 


to the more unpoliſhed and remote hordes of the Hotten- 


tots; when, as ſometimes happens, after an interval of 


eight, ten, fifteen, or twenty years, they make their ap- 


pearance in incredible numbers. At theſe times they come 
from the north, migrating to the ſouthward, and do not 
ſuffer themſelves to be impeded by any obſtacles, but, even 


if they happen to reach as far as the ſea, fly boldly on, and are 


drowned in it. The females of this race of inſects, which 


are moſt apt to migrate, and are chiefly eaten, are ſaid 


not to be able to fly.; partly by reaſon of the ſhortneſs of 
their wings, and partly on account of their being heavy 
and diſtended with eggs; and ſhortly after they have laid 


theſe in the ſand, they die. It is particularly of theſe that 


the Hottentots are ſaid to makè a brown coffee- coloured 
ſoup, which, at the ſame time, acquires from the eggs: a 


In Vol. LXXI. of the Phil. Tranſ. may be ſeen a more — and e com- | 
plete account of thefe * by Mr. SMEATHMAN: 


2 


fat 
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Fat and greaſy appearance. - Several different people agreed 
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in giving me this account, and at the ſame time informed. 


me, that the Hottentots were highly rejoiced at the arrival 
of theſe locuſts, though they are ſure to deſtroy every bit 
of verdure on the ground: but the Hottentots make them- 


ſelves ample amends for this loſs, by falling foul on the 


animals themſelves, eating them in ſuch quantities as, in 


the ſpace of a few days, to get viſibly fatter and in better 
condition than before. My hoſt in particular informed , 
me, that being one locuſt-year on a hunting expedition on 


the other ſide of Viſcb-river, the Hottentots in thoſe parts 


explained the abundance of theſe inſects as proceeding from 
_ ſome great maſtei conjuror, at a conſiderable diſtance to the 
northward, having removed a A ſtone. fre om the mouth of = 55 
certain deep pit, out of which he had let looſe theſe ani- 


mals, in order to be food for them. The intentions of 
nature, however, in the production of locuſts, 1s hardly 
anſwered, by their ſometimes ſerving to fatten a few Hot- 


tentots. But I over-ran too haſtily the very extenſive tracts 


compoſing the ſouthern promontory of this quarter of the 
globe, to be able to point out with any degree of certainty, 


any other uſes accruing from the migration of the locuſts 
thither in ſuch great numbers. I will venture, however, 
to throw out a conjecture, which, at leaſt, can do no harm; 


viz. that as, according to all accounts, on thoſe ſpots where 
the ſwarms of locuſts have alighted, the vegetables are 
ſometimes entirely conſumed and deſtroyed, appearing as 
if they had been burnt up by fire; perhaps, the uſe of 
theſe creatures is the ſame with that of fire, which latter 


18 applied by che coloniſts and Hottentots to the purpoſe of 
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b | 
merely in order that it may ſhortly afterwards. appear in a 
much more beautiful dreſs, being, in this caſe, decked 
with various kinds of annual graſſes, herbs, and ſtately. 
lilies, which had before been choked up by ſhrabs and 
perennial plants. Theſe laſt, moreover, which, throughout 2 
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clearing their fields from weeds. The ground 18, indeedy 
y this means, in both caſes, ſtripped quite bare; but 


E the wholc of the preceding year, were hard, dry, withered, 


and half dead, of a pale yellow colour, harſh, and unfit for 


fodder, have now an opportunity of ſpringing up again, 


ſo as to form with their young ſhoots and leaves, a 


delightful and verdant he for the uſe of the cattle 


32 
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The weather in this n was warmer ni in 1 any. of 


the preceding, eſpecially towards the concluſion of it, when 
we quitted Lange-#loof, and Krommerivier, and came to 


the plains by the ſea- ſide. 


— 


The thermometer generally roſe at about eight 0 e in 


the morning from 65 to 70 in the ſhade, and in the fade 
at noon it was ſometimes as high as 80. 


2 


The rainy days were the'1 1th, 16th, 17th, 1 8th, 150 15 


and 26th; ſometimes with a ſouth-eaſt, and at other ti 
with a ſouth- weſterly wind. 


which were fine and free from rain, the north-weſt and 
welt winds almoſt always prevailed, | - ww. 
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